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 PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
 
 

US Army Corps 

of Engineers 
Omaha District 
 
  
 
REPLY TO: 
 Denver Regulatory Office 
 9307 South Wadsworth Blvd 30 DAY NOTICE 
 Littleton, CO 80123-6901 
 FAX (303) 979-0602 
 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
FOR SECTION 404 PERMIT APPLICATION SUBMITTED TO 

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
 

 The District Engineer, U.S. Army Engineer District, Omaha, Nebraska is evaluating a Department 

of the Army permit application from Southeast Metro Stormwater Authority, 76 Inverness Dr. East, 

Suite A, Englewood, CO 80112.  Permits are issued under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (Section 

404) which regulates the placement of dredged or fill material in the nation's waters. 

 

Summary 
 Southeast Metro Stormwater Authority (SEMSWA)is proposing work on Goldsmith Gulch in 

unincorporated Arapahoe County, Colorado.  SEMSWA is proposing to place fill material into Goldsmith 

Gulch to facilitate flood flows along a 750 linear-foot reach.  Associated with this project are channel 

modifications to Goldsmith Gulch to promote stream stabilization.  The project is proposed to impact 750 

linear-feet of stream, including 0.02 acre of wetlands. 

 

Location 

The project is located along Goldsmith Gulch at Peakview Avenue and continues approximately 

750 linear feet to the North, in unincorporated Arapahoe County, Colorado within Section 22, Township 

5 South, Range 67 West of the 6th Principle Meridian.   

 

Existing conditions 

The project area encompasses approximately 750 feet of Goldsmith Gulch downstream of an 

Peakview Avenue.  Within the project area, Goldsmith Gulch flows within a 3- to 5-foot-wide channel 

surrounded by dense residential development. A sanitary sewer line parallels the western side of the gulch 

and a concrete pedestrian trail parallels most of the eastern side of the gulch.  Previous channel 

improvements in the reach include several stormwater outfalls, buried riprap and timber-wall bank 

protection treatments, a culvert trail crossing, and a rock check structure.  The project reach is one of the 
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only sections of Goldsmith Gulch upstream of the Arapahoe Lakes Reservoir that is within an open, 

natural channel bottom. 

 

Description of work  
SEMSWA is proposing to conduct drainage work along 750 linear feet of the west branch of 

Goldsmith Gulch downstream of East Peakview Avenue. The proposed work includes installing two 

sloping grouted boulder drop structures and one riprap check structure, grading a lower and slightly wider 

low-flow channel, and installing grouted boulder bank protection treatments. The proposed design would 

reshape the channel and flatten the overall channel slope to reduce velocities and erosive properties of the 

drainage, while maintaining the current flood conveyance capacity through the project area. 

 In conjunction with the Goldsmith Gulch drainage work, the culvert trail crossing at the 

downstream end of the project area would be replaced with a box culvert to convey the 100-year storm 

event, and about 80 linear feet of the a sanitary sewer line would be relocated. The box culvert would be 

installed at the downstream end of one of the grouted boulder drop structures, and the existing trail would 

be aligned away from the gulch and up to a parking lot on the eastern side of the gulch.  A portion of the 

concrete trickle channel downstream of the existing culvert would be removed and replaced with a 

concrete pan and riprap bank protection. 

 

Purpose 
For purposes of definition under Section 404, the basic project purpose is to provide flood 

protection.  The overall project purpose is to provide 100-year flood protection on Goldsmith Gulch for 800 

linear feet downstream of Peakview Avenue. 

 

Impacts and Mitigation 
 The project is expected to permanently impact approximately 750 linear feet of stream (waters of 

the U.S.), including 0.02 acre of wetlands.  The applicant is proposing to restore the channel onsite and 

purchase wetlands bank credits for wetland losses.  Mitigation will occur at a ratio of 1:1.   

 

 ********************* 

 
  The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, WQCD-GWPS-B2, 4300 Cherry 
Creek Drive South, Denver, Colorado 80222-1530, will review the proposed project for state certification in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act.  The certification, if issued, will 
express the State's opinion that the operations undertaken by the applicant will not result in a violation of 
applicable water quality standards.  For further information, please contact the Colorado Water Quality 
Control Division, (303) 692-3500. 
 

 In compliance with the Endangered Species Act, a preliminary determination has been made that 

the described work will not affect species designated as threatened or endangered or adversely affect 

critical habitat.  In order to complete our evaluation of this activity, comments are solicited from the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service and other interested agencies and individuals. 

 
   The Corps of Engineers, Omaha District will comply with the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, and amendments and the procedures set forth in 33 CFR 325,  Appendix C.  We have 
checked the National Register of Historic Places, and any available site database information, and there 
are no known National Register sites in the vicinity. We will evaluate input by the State Historic 
Preservation Office, Tribes, and the public in response to this public notice, and we may conduct or 
require a survey of the permit area to check for unknown historic or prehistoric properties, if warranted. 
 

 The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impacts 
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including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That decision will reflect the 

national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The benefits which reasonably 

may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against the reasonably foreseeable 

detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered including the cumulative 

effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, wetlands, fish and wildlife values, 

flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water 

supply and conservation, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of 

property ownership and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.  In addition, the evaluation of the 

impact of the work on the public interest will include application of the guidelines promulgated by the 

Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act 

(40 C.F.R. Part 230). 

 

 The Corps of Engineers is soliciting written comments from the public; Federal, state and local 

agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the 

impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to 

determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal.  To make this decision, 

comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general 

environmental effects, and other public interest factors listed above.  Comments are used in the preparation 

of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National 

Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to 

determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity.   

 

 Comments, both favorable and unfavorable, will be accepted, made a part of the record and will 

receive full consideration in subsequent actions on this application.  Any agency or individual having an 

objection to the work should identify it as an objection with clear and specific reasons.  All replies to the 

public notice should be sent to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Denver Regulatory Office, 9307 

South Wadsworth Blvd, Littleton, Colorado  80123-6901.  For additional information please contact Mr. 

Kiel Downing at (303) 979-4120 or visit the Denver Regulatory Office web site at: 

 

 http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/Missions/RegulatoryProgram/Colorado/PublicNotices.aspx 
 

 The District Engineer will consider requests for holding a public hearing, for the purpose of 

gathering additional information.  Before the expiration date of this notice, anyone may request, in writing, 

that a public hearing be held.  Requests for a public hearing should state specifically the reasons for holding 

a public hearing, and what additional information would be obtained.  Should the District Engineer decide 

that additional information is required and a public hearing should be held, interested parties will be notified 

of the date, time and location. 

 

 Comments received after the close of business on the expiration date of this public notice will 

not be considered. 
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8100 South Akron Street, Suite 300, Englewood, CO 80112
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PROJECT MANAGER: MATT URSETTA, P.E.

DATE

I HEREBY AFFIRM THAT THESE FINAL CONSTRUCTION PLANS FOR GOLDSMITH GULCH CHANNEL
IMPROVEMENTS WERE PREPARED BY ME (OR UNDER MY DIRECT SUPERVISION) IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OR APPROVED VARIANCES OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DESIGN AND
CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS AND THE ARAPAHOE COUNTY STORMWATER MANAGEMENT MANUAL.

FOR AND ON BEHALF OF

PROJECT ENGINEER: MORGAN McDERMOTT, P.E.
303-221-0802
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CADFILE NAME:

FIGURE:

LEGEND AND NOTES
10-3613

3613LEG.DWG

4

LEGEND:

Asphalt

Man-Made Fill:

Claystone Bedrock:

Sandstone Bedrock:

Drive sample, 2-inch I.D. California liner sample

Drive sample blow count, indicates 23 blows of a 140-pound hammer falling 30 inches were
required to drive the sampler 12 inches.

23/12

Depth to water level and number of days after drilling that measurement was taken.
0

 with 4-inch diameter continuous flight power augers.

4)   The test hole locations and elevations should be considered accurate only to the degree

3)   Elevations of the test holes were not measured and the logs of the test holes are drawn to

2)   Locations of the test holes were measured approximately by pacing from features shown on

     boundaries between material types and the transitions may be gradual.
5)   The lines between materials shown on the test hole logs represent the approximate

     implied by the method used.

     the site plan provided.

1)   Test holes were drilled on 07/27&29/10

    depth.

NOTES:

     indicated.  Fluctuations in the water level may occur with time.
6)   Groundwater level readings shown on the logs were made at the time and under the conditions

            Comprised of sand and clay, was medium to highly plastic, fine to medium
grained, moist, and brown to gray in color.

             Interbedded, medium to highly plastic, fine to medium grained, loose to
medium dense/medium to stiff, moist to wet, and brown in color.

Sand and Clay:

                    Fine to medium grained, medium to highly plastic, medium hard to hard,
moist, gray in color, and occasionally iron stained.

                     Medium to coarse grained, low to medium plastic, hard to very hard,
moist, brown in color, and occasionally iron stained.

     full text of this report for descriptions of the site materials and related recommendations.
6)   The material descriptions on this legend are for general classification purposes only.  See the
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SCALE: N.T.S.

GROUTED BOULDER DETAILS AND NOTES
SCALE: N.T.S.

SOIL RIPRAP DETAIL AND NOTES

SCALE: N.T.S.

TYPICAL GROUTED BOULDER END SILL/EDGE
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SCALE: N.T.S.

TYPICAL SEEPAGE CUTOFF WALL DETAIL

SCALE: N.T.S.

PIPE OUTFALL DETAIL
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SCALE: N.T.S.

STACKED GROUTED BOULDER WALL

SCALE: N.T.S.

GROUTED SINGLE BOULDER WALL
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