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 Overview of DWH NRDA Process & Status
 Public Participation and Information Access
 Q&A 







Compensate the Public for injuries to natural 
resources and for lost human uses 



Oil Pollution Act (OPA)
Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation and Liability Act (Superfund)
Clean Water Act (CWA)
National Marine Sanctuaries Act (NMSA)
Park System Resources Protection Act (PSRPA)



 Federal Trustees:
• U.S. DOC – NOAA
• U.S. DOI – FWS, NPS, BLM, BIA
• U.S. DOD -Navy

 State Trustees:
• Alabama 
• Florida
• Louisiana
• Mississippi
• Texas 

 Trustee Council:  
◦ Goal: Work cooperatively to determine the magnitude and

extent of injury to natural resources in the GOM from the 
DWH spill and fully restore those injured resources 



Injury Assessment Restoration Selection

RESTORATION IMPLEMENTATION

PRE-ASSESSMENT SCREEN
Ephemeral Data Collection Activities

RESTORATION PLANNING

Field Studies
Data Evaluation
Modeling
Injury Quantification

Restoration Scoping
Project Identification
Project Scaling
Draft Restoration Plan
Final Restoration Plan

Release

Pathway

Exposure

Injury

Public and 
Community 
Involvement



 NRDA is Restoration-Focused
• Restoration is considered early and throughout the NRD process

 NRDA is a Cooperative Process
• Getting to restoration requires a common vision & coordination with:
 Co-Trustees and the public  
 Moves more quickly if Responsible Party shares the same vision and works 

cooperatively with the Trustees 

 NRDA is a Legal Process
• Trustees are required to demonstrate 

causality between the release & resource 
injury/lost use

• The polluter pays for assessment 
and restoration





Technical Working Groups (TWGs) of State and 
Federal natural resource trustees and BP 
implementing pre-/post-impact field studies for 
multiple resources:

 Includes water, sediment, 
tissue sampling and 
observations from planes, 
ships and shore

 Includes potential impacts 
from response actions 





 Over 89 offshore research cruises
 ~28,000 NRDA environmental 

samples:
• 13,677 water
• 4,506 sediment, and
• 6,012 tissue samples.

 ~4,200 linear miles of shoreline  
surveyed

 Wildlife: 
• Live oiled wildlife captured: >2,079 birds and 456 sea turtles. 
• Dead visibly oiled wildlife collected: 2,263 birds, 18 sea turtles; 5 

marine mammals.
• Several hundred transmitters on wide-ranging species

 Deepwater communities impacts





1. Pre-assessment work plans and data released 
(ongoing)

2. NOI to Conduct Restoration Planning: (10/1/2010) 
3. Public Information Meetings (Oct.-Dec. 2010)
4. Restoration/PEIS Scoping Meetings (3/16 – 4/6/2011, 

comments due by 5/18/2011)
5. Draft PEIS issued for comment: ~Fall 2011: public 

meetings, comments due 90 days later.
6. Final PEIS Issued 6-12 months later
7. Draft Restoration Plan –public  

meetings and public comment
8. Final Restoration Plan
9. Implement Restoration Projects



Begin public scoping: 

Determine broad
restoration 
alternatives for this 
spill

To help develop a Programmatic 
Environmental Impact 
Statement (PEIS)



What do you want restored, replaced, 
acquired/protected?
• Habitats?
• Resources?
• Recreational opportunities?
• Others?

What restoration types will achieve this?



Marsh rebuilding
Oyster reef restoration
Beach and barrier island re-nourishment
River diversions
Hydrologic restoration
Water quality improvements/marine debris 

removal
 Land conservation
Nest protection
Transplanting/propagating corals and other 

species
 Improved recreational infrastructure



 PEIS = Programmatic Environmental Impact 
Statement

 Provides a framework for:
• early and ongoing integration of public input into restoration 

planning 
• evaluation of environmental and socioeconomic effects of 

several types of restoration

 Provides a broad foundation for a future restoration 
plan and will simplify environmental review of specific 
projects

 For an example PEIS, see: 
http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/library/fk/
seagrass_fpeis04.pdf







 Assessment/Restoration
• www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov

 Response Information
• deepwaterhorizon.noaa.gov/
• Trajectories
• Closures
• Tools

 NOAA Deepwater Library
• www.noaa.gov/deepwaterhorizon

 Federal DWH Web Portal
• www.restorethegulf.gov

 Gulf of Mexico Sea Grant:
• http://gulfseagrant.tamu.edu/oilspill/index.html

Sign up for our NRDA 
email updates!
Or call: 1-888-547-0174





Web-based GIS 
platform
“One-stop shop”
that provides near-
real time information 
about the response 
effort.



 Surface Imagery Animation: http://gomex.erma.noaa.gov/erma.html#x=-
90.42000&y=28.03000&z=6&layers=12714+5723

 Water, Seafood and Sediment Sampling: 
http://gomex.erma.noaa.gov/erma.html#x=-
89.38477&y=26.37219&z=6&layers=5723+12409+9096+10445+11383

 Shoreline July 15: http://gomex.erma.noaa.gov/erma.html#x=-
87.97852&y=29.32472&z=7&layers=7706+6592+6579+5355

 Maximum shoreline oiling observed http://gomex.erma.noaa.gov/erma.html#x=-
89.37378&y=29.68328&z=8&layers=7706+5355+14958+14957

 Cumulative Turtles, Oct 19  http://gomex.erma.noaa.gov/erma.html#x=-
87.97852&y=29.32472&z=7&layers=7706+5355+12702

 Cumulative Mammals Oct 19  http://gomex.erma.noaa.gov/erma.html#x=-
87.97852&y=29.32472&z=7&layers=7706+5355+12701

 Cumulative Birds Oct 19  http://gomex.erma.noaa.gov/erma.html#x=-
87.97852&y=29.32472&z=7&layers=7706+5355+14581

 OSAT All Sediment, Aquatic Life http://gomex.erma.noaa.gov/erma.html#x=-
89.49463&y=28.36240&z=6&layers=14295+14296+14297+14298+7706

 OSAT All Water, Aquatic Life: http://gomex.erma.noaa.gov/erma.html#x=-
89.49463&y=28.36240&z=6&layers=14289+14290+14291+14293+7706



Surface Imagery Animation: 
http://gomex.erma.noaa.gov/
erma.html#x=-
90.42000&y=28.03000&z=6&l
ayers=12714+5723



Water, Seafood and Sediment Sampling: 
http://gomex.erma.noaa.gov/erma.html#x=-
89.38477&y=26.37219&z=6&layers=5723+12
409+9096+10445+11383



Shoreline July 15: 
http://gomex.erma.noaa.gov/erma.html#x=-
87.97852&y=29.32472&z=7&layers=7706+65
92+6579+5355



Maximum shoreline oiling observed 
http://gomex.erma.noaa.gov/erma.html#x=-
89.37378&y=29.68328&z=8&layers=7706+53
55+14958+14957



Cumulative Turtles, Oct 19, 2011  
http://gomex.erma.noaa.gov/erma.html#x=-
87.97852&y=29.32472&z=7&layers=7706+53
55+12702          (yellow=alive, orange = dead)



Cumulative Mammal Strandings as of Oct 19, 2011  
http://gomex.erma.noaa.gov/erma.html#x=-
87.97852&y=29.32472&z=7&layers=7706+5355+1
2701
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