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USEPA Comments 
Emergency Authorization Amendment 
MVN-2010-1098 EFF and EUA 10-056 Amendment 
Wilkinson Canal Dredging, Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana 
 
EPA does not object to this proposed project provided that the following conditions are a 
component of the Corps' emergency authorization amendment. However, it is unclear whether 
this project has been coordinated through the NIC, the Houma Command Center and/or the 
Coast Guard.  Therefore, prior to project implementation proper clearance should be received 
from the appropriate coordinating and review bodies, including, but not limited to, those 
identified above.  
 
Recommended Conditions 
1. Dredged material shall not be placed in vegetated wetlands. 
 
2. Dredged material shall not be disposed of at a height above existing marsh elevation. 
 
3. Proposed project shall not impede fisheries and wildlife ingress/egress into adjacent natural 
marsh areas. Potential impacts shall be coordinated with appropriate state and federal resource 
agencies. 
 
4. Dredging depth and channel width shall not exceed previously maintained channel depth and 
width or original design depth and width of channel. 
 
5. All dredging operations shall be conducted from water borne vessels. No dredging equipment 
is to be operating from adjacent marsh areas to the Wilkinson Canal. 
 
6. The applicant shall identify to the New Orleans Corps District the location(s) of the 
emergency response staging areas associated with the proposal to ensure any potential impacts to 
vegetated wetlands are avoided and minimized. 



 
National Marine Fisheries Service 

Comments on  
Emergency Authorization Request for 

Wilkinson Canal Dredging (MNV 2010-1879 EFF) 
 

August 6, 2010 
 
 
By electronic mail dated August 5, 2010, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New 
Orleans District (NOD) requested natural resource agency review of the application by 
Plaquemines Parish for emergency authorization to dredge approximately 6,100 feet of 
Wilkinson Canal in Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana.  As depicted on the plats, an 
unspecified quantity of material would be placed in open water adjacent to the canal and 
no material would be placed on existing marsh.  The purpose of the proposed activity is 
to provide a staging area at Myrtle Grove Marina for emergency response vessels 
responding to the Deepwater Horizon incident.     

 
Due to the limited time provided for agency review and response to the emergency 
authorization request, National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) reserves the right to 
provide additional recommendations and permit conditions.  Those recommendations 
could be provided during our review of a response to agency comments developed by the 
applicant, our review of proposed permit special conditions provided to NMFS by NOD 
personnel, or when a formal permit application is processed within 30 days of permit 
issuance as required by provisions of General Permit NOD-20. 
 
General Comments   
 
• The stated purpose of the proposed activity is to provide a staging area for vessels 

involved in response activities associated with the Deepwater Horizon incident.  Mike 
Utsler, now the BP Area Commander, but until this week the BP Incident 
Commander for Louisiana has informed NOAA’s on-scene Scientific Support 
Coordinator that the only vessels being staged out of Myrtle Grove were shallow draft 
and are having no problems with those operations moving through Wilkinson Canal. 
 
Shoreline outlook and nearshore surface oil forecasting reports from the command 
center identify no recoverable oil since July 31, and new shoreline impacts from oil 
slicks are not projected at this time, although onshore winds may bring tar balls onto 
the shore.  Therefore, NMFS believes that the need for dredging may be questionable 
if there is a reduced need for on-going or future response, and the response to date has 
been accommodated from other approved staging areas with the present draft 
constraints at the proposed project site.  Thus, the need for emergency authorization 
procedures may be questionable.  
 

• The applicant has not provided any information in the plats regarding existing depths 
in the canal; therefore, it is not possible to assess the need for the proposed dredging.   



 
• As proposed, the project may not be technically feasible and critical information is 

not provided.  Based on our review of the provided plats and our knowledge of the 
project site, limited area may be available for dredged material placement.  Material 
placed immediately adjacent to the canal will likely slough back into the canal.  This 
is based on the lack of an offset between the toe of the dredge and fill areas needed 
for stability plus the infeasible slope depicted for the fill areas.  Rapid sloughing of 
dredged material will be accelerated by heavy boat traffic.  We also note that the 
application does not include information such as the volume of material to be 
excavated (nor can it be calculated with the provided information) or the maximum 
disposal elevation.  This information should be required/provided to assist in 
determining what modifications may be appropriate to avoid and minimize potential 
adverse impacts.  Based on the information provided, we cannot determine if 
adequate area is available to allow for disposal of material in open water to avoid 
impacts to marsh, allow disposal at elevations conducive to marsh creation, or if 
supratidal disposal elevations may be appropriate (with subsequent degradation) to 
avoid direct impacts to adjacent marsh.    
 

Overall, the project potentially could have minimal adverse environmental impacts, if 
deepening is deemed necessary.  However, alternative lesser damaging alternatives 
should be considered.  Similar to the authorization for Happy Jack Canal, there are 
feasible opportunities to place dredged material in open water in a manner conducive to 
the establishment of marsh elevations west of Wilkinson Canal and south of the existing 
local levee.  These alternative disposal areas are within the reach limits of a barge 
mounted bucket dredge, double handling with marsh buggy backhoes, or a small 
hydraulic dredge.  In addition to beneficial use of dredged material, maintenance of 
ample tidal exchange points from the canal with adjacent habitat should be considered.  
There are two such existing gaps that could be kept open to maintain existing hydrology.   
 
Specific Comments 
NMFS does not concur with emergency authorization of the proposed activity.  If the 
NOD determines that emergency authorization for this effort is warranted or considers 
issuance under the Programmatic General Permit Category II, NMFS recommends the 
following conditions be included in any permit issued for this project.  These comments 
are provided under the authority of the essential fish habitat provisions of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act and the Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act.  
 

1. No dredged material shall be placed on existing wetlands. 
 
2. Spoil shall not be placed continuously.  Twenty-five foot wide gaps shall be left 

in spoil disposal areas at no less than 1,000 foot intervals. 
 

3. To the maximum extent practicable, dredged material shall be placed west of 
Wilkinon Canal and south of the existing local levee in a manner conducive to the 
establishment of marsh elevations.  Specifically, dredged material shall be placed 



in the area identified on the enclosed figure not to exceed a settled elevation of 
+1.5 ft NAVD 88 within one year of fill placement.  

 
4. No dredged material shall be placed to block existing openings in the canal 

bankline identified in the enclosed figure.       
 

5. The permittee shall be responsible for mitigating all unavoidable adverse impacts 
to wetlands and other essential fish habitat.  If mitigation is required, an 
acceptable mitigation plan shall be developed through coordination with the 
NOD, NMFS, and other interested natural resource agencies.  Mitigation, if 
deemed necessary, shall be required to be implemented as quickly as practicable 
or temporal loss of habitat function may be assessed and be required to be 
mitigated.   



 



From: Jamie Phillippe
To: Barbara, Darrell  MVN; Chris Piehler; Melvin "Mitch" Mitchell; Tom Killeen; _DEQ-BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill
Cc: Betty Brousseau; Cheryl Nolan; Sanford Phillips; Rodney Mallett
Subject: RE: Emergency Authorization Request (MVN-2010-1098-EFF) & (EUA 10-056 Ammendment ) / Agency

Coordination
Date: Friday, August 06, 2010 12:01:27 PM

Darrell,

DEQ has no objection to the revised project and would like to recommend that spoil deposition not be
placed in any natural drainages in the project area and that reasonable practices to minimize excessive
turbidity be employed.

Thanks,
Jamie Phillippe
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
401 Water Quality Certifications 

-----Original Message-----
From: Barbara, Darrell MVN [mailto:Darrell.Barbara@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Thursday, August 05, 2010 2:29 PM
To: ettinger.john@epa.gov; patti_holland@fws.gov; Davis, Chris (F&R); Jamie Phillippe; Schindler, Paige
P MVN; Mujica, Joaquin MVN; Daigle, Michelle C MVN; Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov;
kbalkum@wlf.louisiana.gov; HoumaSITL@uscg.mil; patrick.williams@noaa.gov; Rachel Sweeney
Cc: Karl Morgan; Joseph "Jay" Pecot
Subject: FW: Emergency Authorization Request (MVN-2010-1098-EFF) & (EUA 10-056 Ammendment ) /
Agency Coordination

Subject:   Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill Response / Agency Coordination

REF:       Emergency Authorization Request-(MVN-2010-1098-EFF) & (EUA 10-056
-Amendment): 
               
Good Afternoon:

        MVN Regulatory is in receipt of an emergency response request from Plaquemines Parish
Government which includes excavation and deposition of water bottom material within Wilkinson Canal,
off of Highway 23, in Plaquemines Parish, near Myrtle Grove, Louisiana; in order to provide safe
navigation and necessary depths for various vessels responding to effects of the Deepwater Horizon oil
spill.  The following points are pertinent to this emergency authorization request:

1.  BP has been continuously utilizing the Myrtle Grove Marina as an oil spill response-staging area,
which is located at
    Highway 23 on the northern end of Wilkinson Canal. 

2.  The applicant has stipulated that only minimal dredging of some high spots will be required in areas
of the canal
    adjacent to the existing camps. Any dredged material excavated within these areas will be transferred
to the depicted
    spoil placement areas.  (see vicinity map and plan view)

3.  NO IMPACTS TO VEGETATED WETLANDS ARE PROPOSED under the subject request.

        Please submit any comments to this emergency proposal by tomorrow, at 12:00 noon, August 6,
2010. 
Darrell S. Barbara with this office will be handling all correspondence
and/or information requests relevant to this proposed emergency plan.   Thank
you for your on-going coordination.

mailto:Jamie.Phillippe@LA.GOV
mailto:Darrell.Barbara@usace.army.mil
mailto:Chris.Piehler@LA.GOV
mailto:Mitch.Mitchell@LA.GOV
mailto:Tom.Killeen@LA.GOV
mailto:_DEQ-BPDeepwaterHorizonOilSpill@MAIL.LA.GOV
mailto:Betty.Brousseau@LA.GOV
mailto:Cheryl.Nolan@LA.GOV
mailto:Sanford.Phillips@LA.GOV
mailto:Rodney.Mallett@LA.GOV
mailto:Darrell.Barbara@usace.army.mil


See Attachments:
. Location Map
. Typical plan layout
. Typical Cross Sectional(s)
. Emergency Request

DARRELL S. BARBARA
Environmental Resource Specialist
Eastern-Permit Evaluation Section,  Regulatory Branch US Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District
(504) 862-2260 /  fax: (504) 862-2117
darrell.barbara@usace.army.mil



From: Barbara, Darrell  MVN
To: "Knott, Kara"
Cc: "sharon.mccarthy@la.gov"; Farabee, Michael V MVN; "albertine_kimble@plaqueminesparish.com";

"karl.morgan@la.gov"; "frankc@dnr.state.la.us"; Farabee, Michael V MVN; " (HoumaSITL@uscg.mil)"
Subject: RE: Request for response to agency commetns (MVN-2010-1879-EFF) (EUA-10-056) Wilkinson Canal

emergancy request.
Date: Monday, August 09, 2010 4:32:55 PM
Attachments: DWF comments.pdf

EPA comments.pdf
NMFS comments.pdf
DEQ comments.pdf

      Kara, please review and respond to the attached agency comments from the DWF, the EPA, the
USFWS, and the DEQ related to the emergency proposal numbered above, by 12:00 noon, August 11,
2010.  As previously discussed, our office  had similar questions and requests for modified drawings; in
order for us to better evaluate and approve the work under our (NOD 20) Emergency Authorization.
        By regulation, an emergency is defined as a situation which would result in an unacceptable
hazard to life, a significant loss to property, or an immediate, unforeseen, and significant economic
hardship if corrective action requiring a permit is not undertaken in less than the normal time needed to
process the application under our standard procedure.  In consideration of this, we will maintain an
expeditious review of any information that you provide relevant this emergency request. 
        If deemed more practical by the applicant, please be aware that with the information reviewed so
far and with submittal of the Joint Permit Application, it appears that the work would likely fit under our
Programmatic General Permit (Category II), pending coordination of agency recommendations related to
minimization and mitigation of
on-site impacts.  Thank you as always and feel free to contact me with any questions.  

DARRELL S. BARBARA
Environmental Resource Specialist
Eastern-Permit Evaluation Section,  Regulatory Branch
US Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District
(504) 862-2260 /  fax: (504) 862-2117
darrell.barbara@usace.army.mil

-----Original Message-----
From: Knott, Kara [mailto:kknott@volkert.com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 04, 2010 2:31 PM
To: karl.morgan@la.gov
Cc: sharon.mccarthy@la.gov; Barbara, Darrell MVN; Farabee, Michael V MVN;
albertine_kimble@plaqueminesparish.com; pjhahn@plaqueminesparish.com
Subject: Amendment to EUA 10-056 from Plaquemines Parish

Mr. Morgan,

Plaquemines Parish would like to request an amendment to EUA 10-056, that was granted by your
office on June 11, 2010 in reference to emergency dredging of Wilkinson Canal.  (A 60-day extension
was granted by your office via email on July 9, 2010)  Please see the attached letter as well as the
revised drawings.

Thanks!

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=B2ODSDB351064110
mailto:kknott@volkert.com
mailto:sharon.mccarthy@la.gov
mailto:Michael.V.Farabee@usace.army.mil
mailto:albertine_kimble@plaqueminesparish.com
mailto:karl.morgan@la.gov
mailto:frankc@dnr.state.la.us
mailto:Michael.V.Farabee@usace.army.mil
mailto:HoumaSITL@uscg.mil
mailto:kknott@volkert.com












  


USEPA Comments 
Emergency Authorization Amendment 
MVN-2010-1098 EFF and EUA 10-056 Amendment 
Wilkinson Canal Dredging, Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana 
 
EPA does not object to this proposed project provided that the following conditions are a 
component of the Corps' emergency authorization amendment. However, it is unclear whether 
this project has been coordinated through the NIC, the Houma Command Center and/or the 
Coast Guard.  Therefore, prior to project implementation proper clearance should be received 
from the appropriate coordinating and review bodies, including, but not limited to, those 
identified above.  
 
Recommended Conditions 
1. Dredged material shall not be placed in vegetated wetlands. 
 
2. Dredged material shall not be disposed of at a height above existing marsh elevation. 
 
3. Proposed project shall not impede fisheries and wildlife ingress/egress into adjacent natural 
marsh areas. Potential impacts shall be coordinated with appropriate state and federal resource 
agencies. 
 
4. Dredging depth and channel width shall not exceed previously maintained channel depth and 
width or original design depth and width of channel. 
 
5. All dredging operations shall be conducted from water borne vessels. No dredging equipment 
is to be operating from adjacent marsh areas to the Wilkinson Canal. 
 
6. The applicant shall identify to the New Orleans Corps District the location(s) of the 
emergency response staging areas associated with the proposal to ensure any potential impacts to 
vegetated wetlands are avoided and minimized. 








 
National Marine Fisheries Service 


Comments on  
Emergency Authorization Request for 


Wilkinson Canal Dredging (MNV 2010-1879 EFF) 
 


August 6, 2010 
 
 
By electronic mail dated August 5, 2010, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New 
Orleans District (NOD) requested natural resource agency review of the application by 
Plaquemines Parish for emergency authorization to dredge approximately 6,100 feet of 
Wilkinson Canal in Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana.  As depicted on the plats, an 
unspecified quantity of material would be placed in open water adjacent to the canal and 
no material would be placed on existing marsh.  The purpose of the proposed activity is 
to provide a staging area at Myrtle Grove Marina for emergency response vessels 
responding to the Deepwater Horizon incident.     


 
Due to the limited time provided for agency review and response to the emergency 
authorization request, National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) reserves the right to 
provide additional recommendations and permit conditions.  Those recommendations 
could be provided during our review of a response to agency comments developed by the 
applicant, our review of proposed permit special conditions provided to NMFS by NOD 
personnel, or when a formal permit application is processed within 30 days of permit 
issuance as required by provisions of General Permit NOD-20. 
 
General Comments   
 
• The stated purpose of the proposed activity is to provide a staging area for vessels 


involved in response activities associated with the Deepwater Horizon incident.  Mike 
Utsler, now the BP Area Commander, but until this week the BP Incident 
Commander for Louisiana has informed NOAA’s on-scene Scientific Support 
Coordinator that the only vessels being staged out of Myrtle Grove were shallow draft 
and are having no problems with those operations moving through Wilkinson Canal. 
 
Shoreline outlook and nearshore surface oil forecasting reports from the command 
center identify no recoverable oil since July 31, and new shoreline impacts from oil 
slicks are not projected at this time, although onshore winds may bring tar balls onto 
the shore.  Therefore, NMFS believes that the need for dredging may be questionable 
if there is a reduced need for on-going or future response, and the response to date has 
been accommodated from other approved staging areas with the present draft 
constraints at the proposed project site.  Thus, the need for emergency authorization 
procedures may be questionable.  
 


• The applicant has not provided any information in the plats regarding existing depths 
in the canal; therefore, it is not possible to assess the need for the proposed dredging.   







 
• As proposed, the project may not be technically feasible and critical information is 


not provided.  Based on our review of the provided plats and our knowledge of the 
project site, limited area may be available for dredged material placement.  Material 
placed immediately adjacent to the canal will likely slough back into the canal.  This 
is based on the lack of an offset between the toe of the dredge and fill areas needed 
for stability plus the infeasible slope depicted for the fill areas.  Rapid sloughing of 
dredged material will be accelerated by heavy boat traffic.  We also note that the 
application does not include information such as the volume of material to be 
excavated (nor can it be calculated with the provided information) or the maximum 
disposal elevation.  This information should be required/provided to assist in 
determining what modifications may be appropriate to avoid and minimize potential 
adverse impacts.  Based on the information provided, we cannot determine if 
adequate area is available to allow for disposal of material in open water to avoid 
impacts to marsh, allow disposal at elevations conducive to marsh creation, or if 
supratidal disposal elevations may be appropriate (with subsequent degradation) to 
avoid direct impacts to adjacent marsh.    
 


Overall, the project potentially could have minimal adverse environmental impacts, if 
deepening is deemed necessary.  However, alternative lesser damaging alternatives 
should be considered.  Similar to the authorization for Happy Jack Canal, there are 
feasible opportunities to place dredged material in open water in a manner conducive to 
the establishment of marsh elevations west of Wilkinson Canal and south of the existing 
local levee.  These alternative disposal areas are within the reach limits of a barge 
mounted bucket dredge, double handling with marsh buggy backhoes, or a small 
hydraulic dredge.  In addition to beneficial use of dredged material, maintenance of 
ample tidal exchange points from the canal with adjacent habitat should be considered.  
There are two such existing gaps that could be kept open to maintain existing hydrology.   
 
Specific Comments 
NMFS does not concur with emergency authorization of the proposed activity.  If the 
NOD determines that emergency authorization for this effort is warranted or considers 
issuance under the Programmatic General Permit Category II, NMFS recommends the 
following conditions be included in any permit issued for this project.  These comments 
are provided under the authority of the essential fish habitat provisions of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act and the Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act.  
 


1. No dredged material shall be placed on existing wetlands. 
 
2. Spoil shall not be placed continuously.  Twenty-five foot wide gaps shall be left 


in spoil disposal areas at no less than 1,000 foot intervals. 
 


3. To the maximum extent practicable, dredged material shall be placed west of 
Wilkinon Canal and south of the existing local levee in a manner conducive to the 
establishment of marsh elevations.  Specifically, dredged material shall be placed 







in the area identified on the enclosed figure not to exceed a settled elevation of 
+1.5 ft NAVD 88 within one year of fill placement.  


 
4. No dredged material shall be placed to block existing openings in the canal 


bankline identified in the enclosed figure.       
 


5. The permittee shall be responsible for mitigating all unavoidable adverse impacts 
to wetlands and other essential fish habitat.  If mitigation is required, an 
acceptable mitigation plan shall be developed through coordination with the 
NOD, NMFS, and other interested natural resource agencies.  Mitigation, if 
deemed necessary, shall be required to be implemented as quickly as practicable 
or temporal loss of habitat function may be assessed and be required to be 
mitigated.   







 








From: Jamie Phillippe
To: Barbara, Darrell  MVN; Chris Piehler; Melvin "Mitch" Mitchell; Tom Killeen; _DEQ-BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill
Cc: Betty Brousseau; Cheryl Nolan; Sanford Phillips; Rodney Mallett
Subject: RE: Emergency Authorization Request (MVN-2010-1098-EFF) & (EUA 10-056 Ammendment ) / Agency


Coordination
Date: Friday, August 06, 2010 12:01:27 PM


Darrell,


DEQ has no objection to the revised project and would like to recommend that spoil deposition not be
placed in any natural drainages in the project area and that reasonable practices to minimize excessive
turbidity be employed.


Thanks,
Jamie Phillippe
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
401 Water Quality Certifications 


-----Original Message-----
From: Barbara, Darrell MVN [mailto:Darrell.Barbara@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Thursday, August 05, 2010 2:29 PM
To: ettinger.john@epa.gov; patti_holland@fws.gov; Davis, Chris (F&R); Jamie Phillippe; Schindler, Paige
P MVN; Mujica, Joaquin MVN; Daigle, Michelle C MVN; Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov;
kbalkum@wlf.louisiana.gov; HoumaSITL@uscg.mil; patrick.williams@noaa.gov; Rachel Sweeney
Cc: Karl Morgan; Joseph "Jay" Pecot
Subject: FW: Emergency Authorization Request (MVN-2010-1098-EFF) & (EUA 10-056 Ammendment ) /
Agency Coordination


Subject:   Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill Response / Agency Coordination


REF:       Emergency Authorization Request-(MVN-2010-1098-EFF) & (EUA 10-056
-Amendment): 
               
Good Afternoon:


        MVN Regulatory is in receipt of an emergency response request from Plaquemines Parish
Government which includes excavation and deposition of water bottom material within Wilkinson Canal,
off of Highway 23, in Plaquemines Parish, near Myrtle Grove, Louisiana; in order to provide safe
navigation and necessary depths for various vessels responding to effects of the Deepwater Horizon oil
spill.  The following points are pertinent to this emergency authorization request:


1.  BP has been continuously utilizing the Myrtle Grove Marina as an oil spill response-staging area,
which is located at
    Highway 23 on the northern end of Wilkinson Canal. 


2.  The applicant has stipulated that only minimal dredging of some high spots will be required in areas
of the canal
    adjacent to the existing camps. Any dredged material excavated within these areas will be transferred
to the depicted
    spoil placement areas.  (see vicinity map and plan view)


3.  NO IMPACTS TO VEGETATED WETLANDS ARE PROPOSED under the subject request.


        Please submit any comments to this emergency proposal by tomorrow, at 12:00 noon, August 6,
2010. 
Darrell S. Barbara with this office will be handling all correspondence
and/or information requests relevant to this proposed emergency plan.   Thank
you for your on-going coordination.



mailto:Jamie.Phillippe@LA.GOV

mailto:Darrell.Barbara@usace.army.mil

mailto:Chris.Piehler@LA.GOV

mailto:Mitch.Mitchell@LA.GOV

mailto:Tom.Killeen@LA.GOV

mailto:_DEQ-BPDeepwaterHorizonOilSpill@MAIL.LA.GOV

mailto:Betty.Brousseau@LA.GOV

mailto:Cheryl.Nolan@LA.GOV

mailto:Sanford.Phillips@LA.GOV

mailto:Rodney.Mallett@LA.GOV

mailto:Darrell.Barbara@usace.army.mil





See Attachments:
. Location Map
. Typical plan layout
. Typical Cross Sectional(s)
. Emergency Request


DARRELL S. BARBARA
Environmental Resource Specialist
Eastern-Permit Evaluation Section,  Regulatory Branch US Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District
(504) 862-2260 /  fax: (504) 862-2117
darrell.barbara@usace.army.mil







Kara Knott, CFM

Environmental Scientist

Volkert Environmental Group, Inc.

3466 Drusilla Lane, Suite A

Baton Rouge, LA 70809

kknott@volkert.com

(   Office

(    Fax

   Cell

The information contained in this e-mail, including any accompanying documents or attachments, is
from Volkert, is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above, and is privileged and
confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, dissemination,
distribution, copying or use of the contents of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this message in error, please notify Volkert immediately at our corporate office (251) 342-1070. Thank
you for your cooperation.





From: Barbara, Darrell  MVN
To: Barbara, Darrell  MVN; "John F MVN Contractor Ettinger (ettinger.john@epa.gov)"; "patti_holland@fws.gov";

"Davis, Chris (F&R)"; "Jamie.Phillippe@LA.GOV"; Schindler, Paige P MVN; Mujica, Joaquin MVN; Daigle, Michelle
C MVN; "Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov"; "kbalkum@wlf.louisiana.gov"; " (HoumaSITL@uscg.mil)";
"patrick.williams@noaa.gov"; "Rachel Sweeney"; "frankc@dnr.state.la.us"

Cc: "Karl  Morgan"; "jay.pecot@la.gov"; Farabee, Michael V MVN; Farabee, Michael V MVN; Serio, Pete J MVN;
Mayer, Martin S MVN

Subject: RE: Emergency Authorization Request WITHDRAWN----- (MVN-2010-1098-EFF) (EUA 10-056 Amendment )
Date: Tuesday, August 10, 2010 1:36:04 PM
Attachments: EUA Withdrawal request to DNR 8.10.10.pdf

SUBJECT:  Emergency Authorization Request ---WITHDRAWN---
Ref:      (MVN-2010-1098-EFF) & (EUA10-056 Amendment)

        Be advised that the subject (Emergency Request) numbered above, by Plaquemines Parish to
dredge Wilkinson Canal near Myrtle Grove, Louisiana, for the purpose of oil spill response & vessel
navigation; has been withdrawn by the applicant. (see attached letter)  At this time, we will be
withdrawing this request as an active file.  If you have any questions related to this matter, please feel
free to contact Darrell Barbara with this office.  Thanks you for your coordination.

DARRELL S. BARBARA
Environmental Resource Specialist
Eastern-Permit Evaluation Section,  Regulatory Branch
US Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District
(504) 862-2260 /  fax: (504) 862-2117
darrell.barbara@usace.army.mil

The New Orleans District Regulatory Branch is committed to providing quality and timely service to our
customers.  In an effort to improve customer service, please take a moment to complete and return the
attached Customer Service Survey or go to the survey found on our web site at
http://per2.nwp.usace.army.mil/survey.html.

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=MVD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=B2ODSDB351064110
mailto:Darrell.Barbara@usace.army.mil
mailto:ettinger.john@epa.gov
mailto:patti_holland@fws.gov
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mailto:Jamie.Phillippe@LA.GOV
mailto:Paige.P.Schindler@usace.army.mil
mailto:Joaquin.Mujica@usace.army.mil
mailto:Michelle.C.Daigle@usace.army.mil
mailto:Michelle.C.Daigle@usace.army.mil
mailto:Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov
mailto:kbalkum@wlf.louisiana.gov
mailto:HoumaSITL@uscg.mil
mailto:patrick.williams@noaa.gov
mailto:Rachel.Sweeney@noaa.gov
mailto:frankc@dnr.state.la.us
mailto:Karl.Morgan@LA.GOV
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From: Knott, Kara
To: "Sharon McCarthy"
Cc: "P J Hahn"; albertine_kimble@plaqueminesparish.com; Barbara, Darrell  MVN
Subject: RE: Amendment to EUA 10-056 from Plaquemines Parish
Date: Monday, August 09, 2010 4:53:40 PM

Sharon,

I have just confirmed with the Parish that within the last week, BP has pulled most of the equipment
out for the moment.  There are several meetings scheduled for this week where the Parish is going to
request that BP leave some  emergency response equipment at the Myrtle Grove Marina Staging Site.   
However, there is still heavy vessel traffic occurring.  According to the Parish, Bay Jimmy is an area that
was hit very hard with oil and the easiest way to access this area is through Wilkinson Canal.  There are
reports of barges not being able to go out during low tide and even small fishing vessels having trouble
in some areas of Wilkinson Canal, especially the areas right after the homes/camps if they do not stay in
the center of the canal.  Reports of vessels that are utilizing the canal are barges carrying boom
equipment, suction trucks and skimmers, etc...

Please let me know if this information is sufficient and how you think we should proceed.

Thanks!

Kara Knott, CFM

Environmental Scientist

Volkert Environmental Group, Inc.

3466 Drusilla Lane, Suite A

Baton Rouge, LA 70809

kknott@volkert.com <mailto:kknott@volkert.com>

  Office

   Fax

   Cell

The information contained in this e-mail, including any accompanying documents or attachments, is
from Volkert, is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above, and is privileged and
confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, dissemination,
distribution, copying or use of the contents of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this message in error, please notify Volkert immediately at our corporate office (251) 342-1070. Thank
you for your cooperation.

mailto:kknott@volkert.com
mailto:Sharon.Trahan@LA.GOV
mailto:pjhahn@plaqueminesparish.com
mailto:albertine_kimble@plaqueminesparish.com
mailto:Darrell.Barbara@usace.army.mil
mailto:kknott@volkert.com


From: Sharon McCarthy [mailto:Sharon.Trahan@LA.GOV]
Sent: Monday, August 09, 2010 1:45 PM
To: 'Knott, Kara'
Subject: RE: Amendment to EUA 10-056 from Plaquemines Parish

Kara,

I have been advised in light of the field investigators comments (see attached), that it appears response
activities have fallen off to the point that the project is no longer needed and to send you a request for
additional information to justify the project for example:  1) What vessels are being used that require
the additional water depth; 2) How frequent is passage;

3) What purpose do they serve (i.e. boom deployment, relief well/capping site support; what is marina
capacity and actual usage, etc.) which will help determine a continued need for the type of access they
are requesting.  Thank you.

Sharon McCarthy

Coastal Resources Scientist

DNR/Office of Coastal Management

ph. 225-342-6140

fax 225-342-9439

From: Knott, Kara [mailto:kknott@volkert.com]
Sent: Friday, August 06, 2010 9:36 AM
To: Sharon McCarthy
Subject: RE: Amendment to EUA 10-056 from Plaquemines Parish

Ok   Thanks Sharon!! 

Please let me know if you have any questions or need any more info.

Hope you have a wonderful weekend.

Kara Knott, CFM

Environmental Scientist

mailto:Sharon.Trahan@LA.GOV
mailto:kknott@volkert.com


Volkert Environmental Group, Inc.

3466 Drusilla Lane, Suite A

Baton Rouge, LA 70809

kknott@volkert.com

  Office

   Fax

   Cell

The information contained in this e-mail, including any accompanying documents or attachments, is
from Volkert, is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above, and is privileged and
confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, dissemination,
distribution, copying or use of the contents of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this message in error, please notify Volkert immediately at our corporate office  Thank
you for your cooperation.

From: Sharon McCarthy [mailto:Sharon.Trahan@LA.GOV]
Sent: Thursday, August 05, 2010 5:34 PM
To: 'Knott, Kara'
Subject: FW: Amendment to EUA 10-056 from Plaquemines Parish

Kara,

I wanted to let you know that I will not be able to prepare this amendment until Monday due to prior
obligations for Friday. I saw where the COE put a deadline for tomorrow and will try to solicit comments
before I leave today with a deadline of Monday at noon.

Thank you.

Sharon McCarthy

Coastal Resources Scientist

DNR/Office of Coastal Management

From: Knott, Kara [mailto:kknott@volkert.com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 04, 2010 2:31 PM

mailto:Sharon.Trahan@LA.GOV
mailto:kknott@volkert.com


To: Karl Morgan
Cc: Sharon McCarthy; 'Barbara, Darrell MVN'; 'Farabee, Michael V MVN';
albertine_kimble@plaqueminesparish.com; pjhahn@plaqueminesparish.com
Subject: Amendment to EUA 10-056 from Plaquemines Parish

Mr. Morgan,

Plaquemines Parish would like to request an amendment to EUA 10-056, that was granted by your
office on June 11, 2010 in reference to emergency dredging of Wilkinson Canal.  (A 60-day extension
was granted by your office via email on July 9, 2010)  Please see the attached letter as well as the
revised drawings.

Thanks!

Kara Knott, CFM

Environmental Scientist

Volkert Environmental Group, Inc.

3466 Drusilla Lane, Suite A

Baton Rouge, LA 70809

kknott@volkert.com

  Office

   Fax

   Cell

The information contained in this e-mail, including any accompanying documents or attachments, is
from Volkert, is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above, and is privileged and
confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, dissemination,
distribution, copying or use of the contents of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this message in error, please notify Volkert immediately at our corporate office  Thank
you for your cooperation.



From: Sharon McCarthy
To: "Knott, Kara"
Cc: Barbara, Darrell  MVN
Subject: FW: Amendment to EUA 10-056 from Plaquemines Parish
Date: Tuesday, August 10, 2010 7:53:28 AM

Kara,

Please see the comments below from my supervisor.  Information such as existing water bottom
elevations on the cross sections is information we normally require as well as the drafts of those vessels
utilizing the canal.  She also points out that the frequency of travel from this point on is not clear, the
need for boom deployment, suction trucks, and skimmers has diminished since the oil spill has been
capped and reports of surface oil coming ashore have dropped dramatically.  Please provide the
additional information requested in order to make a determination to warrant this an “emergency”. 
Thank You.

Sharon McCarthy

Coastal Resources Scientist

DNR/Office of Coastal Management

ph. 

From: Christine Charrier
Sent: Tuesday, August 10, 2010 7:20 AM
To: Sharon McCarthy
Subject: RE: Amendment to EUA 10-056 from Plaquemines Parish

No, I think we really need more concrete information such as average depth of dredging (existing water
bottom elevations on the cross sections would help), vessel drafts and vessel traffic information (type,
size, frequency of travel and purpose).  A couple of people have noted that activities have dropped off
at this marina, plus we know nothing about water depth and response vessel drafts so the need for this
activity as an emergency is not clear.

Christine Charrier, Permits Program Manager

LA DNR/Office of Coastal Management

Permit and Mitigation Section

617 North Third Street, Suite 1078

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Ph:     

mailto:Sharon.Trahan@LA.GOV
mailto:kknott@volkert.com
mailto:Darrell.Barbara@usace.army.mil


Fax:    (

christine.charrier@la.gov <mailto:christine.charrier@la.gov>

From: Sharon McCarthy
Sent: Monday, August 09, 2010 4:56 PM
To: Christine Charrier
Cc: 'Knott, Kara'
Subject: FW: Amendment to EUA 10-056 from Plaquemines Parish

Christine,

The agent has supplied the explanation below as justification for the requested EUA.  I will also forward
an email sent to the agent from the COE that requests similar information.  Please review and let me
know if you feel this is sufficient.

Sharon McCarthy

Coastal Resources Scientist

DNR/Office of Coastal Management

ph. 

fax 

From: Knott, Kara [mailto:kknott@volkert.com]
Sent: Monday, August 09, 2010 4:53 PM
To: Sharon McCarthy
Cc: 'P J Hahn'; albertine_kimble@plaqueminesparish.com; 'Barbara, Darrell MVN'
Subject: RE: Amendment to EUA 10-056 from Plaquemines Parish

Sharon,

I have just confirmed with the Parish that within the last week, BP has pulled most of the equipment
out for the moment.  There are several meetings scheduled for this week where the Parish is going to
request that BP leave some  emergency response equipment at the Myrtle Grove Marina Staging Site.   
However, there is still heavy vessel traffic occurring.  According to the Parish, Bay Jimmy is an area that
was hit very hard with oil and the easiest way to access this area is through Wilkinson Canal.  There are
reports of barges not being able to go out during low tide and even small fishing vessels having trouble
in some areas of Wilkinson Canal, especially the areas right after the homes/camps if they do not stay in
the center of the canal.  Reports of vessels that are utilizing the canal are barges carrying boom
equipment, suction trucks and skimmers, etc...

mailto:christine.charrier@la.gov
mailto:kknott@volkert.com


Please let me know if this information is sufficient and how you think we should proceed.

Thanks!

Kara Knott, CFM

Environmental Scientist

Volkert Environmental Group, Inc.

3466 Drusilla Lane, Suite A

Baton Rouge, LA 70809

kknott@volkert.com

  Office

   Fax

   Cell

The information contained in this e-mail, including any accompanying documents or attachments, is
from Volkert, is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above, and is privileged and
confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, dissemination,
distribution, copying or use of the contents of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this message in error, please notify Volkert immediately at our corporate office . Thank
you for your cooperation.

From: Sharon McCarthy [mailto:Sharon.Trahan@LA.GOV]
Sent: Monday, August 09, 2010 1:45 PM
To: 'Knott, Kara'
Subject: RE: Amendment to EUA 10-056 from Plaquemines Parish

Kara,

I have been advised in light of the field investigators comments (see attached), that it appears response
activities have fallen off to the point that the project is no longer needed and to send you a request for
additional information to justify the project for example:  1) What vessels are being used that require
the additional water depth; 2) How frequent is passage;

3) What purpose do they serve (i.e. boom deployment, relief well/capping site support; what is marina
capacity and actual usage, etc.) which will help determine a continued need for the type of access they

mailto:Sharon.Trahan@LA.GOV


are requesting.  Thank you.

Sharon McCarthy

Coastal Resources Scientist

DNR/Office of Coastal Management

ph. 

fax 

From: Knott, Kara [mailto:kknott@volkert.com]
Sent: Friday, August 06, 2010 9:36 AM
To: Sharon McCarthy
Subject: RE: Amendment to EUA 10-056 from Plaquemines Parish

Ok   Thanks Sharon!! 

Please let me know if you have any questions or need any more info.

Hope you have a wonderful weekend.

Kara Knott, CFM

Environmental Scientist

Volkert Environmental Group, Inc.

3466 Drusilla Lane, Suite A

Baton Rouge, LA 70809

kknott@volkert.com

  Office

   Fax

   Cell

The information contained in this e-mail, including any accompanying documents or attachments, is
from Volkert, is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above, and is privileged and
confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, dissemination,

mailto:kknott@volkert.com


distribution, copying or use of the contents of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this message in error, please notify Volkert immediately at our corporate office . Thank
you for your cooperation.

From: Sharon McCarthy [mailto:Sharon.Trahan@LA.GOV]
Sent: Thursday, August 05, 2010 5:34 PM
To: 'Knott, Kara'
Subject: FW: Amendment to EUA 10-056 from Plaquemines Parish

Kara,

I wanted to let you know that I will not be able to prepare this amendment until Monday due to prior
obligations for Friday. I saw where the COE put a deadline for tomorrow and will try to solicit comments
before I leave today with a deadline of Monday at noon.

Thank you.

Sharon McCarthy

Coastal Resources Scientist

DNR/Office of Coastal Management

ph. 

fax 

From: Knott, Kara [mailto:kknott@volkert.com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 04, 2010 2:31 PM
To: Karl Morgan
Cc: Sharon McCarthy; 'Barbara, Darrell MVN'; 'Farabee, Michael V MVN';
albertine_kimble@plaqueminesparish.com; pjhahn@plaqueminesparish.com
Subject: Amendment to EUA 10-056 from Plaquemines Parish

Mr. Morgan,

Plaquemines Parish would like to request an amendment to EUA 10-056, that was granted by your
office on June 11, 2010 in reference to emergency dredging of Wilkinson Canal.  (A 60-day extension
was granted by your office via email on July 9, 2010)  Please see the attached letter as well as the
revised drawings.

Thanks!

mailto:Sharon.Trahan@LA.GOV
mailto:kknott@volkert.com


Kara Knott, CFM

Environmental Scientist

Volkert Environmental Group, Inc.

3466 Drusilla Lane, Suite A

Baton Rouge, LA 70809

kknott@volkert.com

  Office

   Fax

   Cell

The information contained in this e-mail, including any accompanying documents or attachments, is
from Volkert, is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above, and is privileged and
confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, dissemination,
distribution, copying or use of the contents of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this message in error, please notify Volkert immediately at our corporate office (251) 342-1070. Thank
you for your cooperation.




