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Dear Readers,

For the October issue, Khabr-o-Nazar celebrates the diversity of
cultural history around the world. Since ancient times, Pakistan
has had a rich, diverse culture, and cultural preservation here
and around the world is an issue with which we should all be
concerned.

For the last eight years, American embassies under the U.S.
Ambassador’s Fund for Cultural Preservation have assisted in
preserving cultural heritage in 120 countries through projects
such as restoration of historic buildings, improving museums,
safeguarding archeological treasures, and preserving artisanal
crafts that play such a large part in defining culture. Here in
Pakistan, the fund is helping restore two exceptional monuments
to early Sufi saints dating back 900 years, among other important
projects. We also look at some of the fund’s larger projects across
the continents.

This October, Muslims around the world have resumed their
normal routines after the holy month of Ramazan followed by
the celebrations of Eid-el-Fitr. In this issue, we include President
Barak Obama’s first Eid message to the more than billion Muslims
in the world: a message of peace, harmony, and respect among all
the world’s religions.

This issue also includes an exciting story from our USAID mission,
which recounts how workers in our health program in Swat and
Buner districts were forced to flee, and continued their work with
mothers and children in the camps where they landed.

Personally, I am proud to inform readers that South Carolina, this
month’s Visit the 50 States destination, is my home state. South
Carolina has been a pivotal state in America’s military history,
and is the birthplace of the seventh American President Andrew
Jackson. Its great cities provide a glimpse into the noble plantation
culture of the past, while evolving into modern commercial hubs.
In addition to Charleston and Columbia, the state’s pristine
beaches bring tourists from all over America. Regardless of the
tribulations faced in their long history, all South Carolinians
remain true to the state motto: “While I breathe, I hope.”

Richard W. Snelsire
Editor-in-Chief and Press Attache
U.S. Embassy Islamabad

Email: infoisb@state.gov
Website: http//Islamabad.usembassy.gov
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Responses from our readers

9 would like to thank you for xen/fnj me Khabr-o-Nazar each
month. Believe me, your efforts are setting a milestone in huild-
ing up trust and friena@ relations hetween the United States of
America and Pakistan.

9 have  gone through  your A uﬂm’f edition, which is realls fnferexfinﬂ
and full of know w@e, erpecia@ the article about child soldiers. 9¢
is Jﬁocéiry to read that as many as 300,000 umﬁ:r@e children are
waréinj in various rebel groups and ﬂouernmenf forcey, 9 think
this is moving the world towards a disaster, and m:gem‘ measures
should be fa{en fo s'fop this imme&ﬁ'afe\/y. On the one hand, world

éeep up your efforts fo stamp out such ahuses,

Ch, Sarfraz Zlfza/,
MPA 'Puw’aé ﬂys'emég, Rawa/ﬂirm/i
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Khabr-o-nazar is a most informative and interesting magazine
that proviﬁ/a' me knowledge about the lively relations of Pakistan
and America. The mont [y segment of ’KZl/a

duce one of the 50 states of America is also very ﬂao/. 9 am very
fﬁanﬁfu/ to the American Zmém{y for /wo/uainj Pakistanis such
a won&/arfu/ magazine /or Pakistanis.

br-o-nazar o infro-

Umeed K’ﬂfr/’ﬁa,
Chakwal
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9 visited an official website of the United Statss for the first Gme,
and 9 found it very infereyﬁnj. Your magazine is ve useful for

ﬁeoﬂ/e who do not understand the z%inéinﬂ and mood of the U.S,
forces are trying to stop child labor, aware that an issue like this  government. 9 ﬁa/w such work will remove mixun/eryfamfinjy he-
can lead the world towards a future of dark n{géf, 9 ﬁgpg you will tween our countries and hoost cooperation between Pakistan and

the United States in different fields.

Abid Mebhmood
Dera Jsmail Khan
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9t may be nics, if you include the map of the American stats alon
with the article titled Visit the 50 States in the issues of Khabr-0-
Nazar, 9 will ﬁe//a a reader like me to know the exact location of
that parﬁcu/m state. America is a Mge country ond most Paki-
stanis are unaware of most of its states. Rﬁjamféﬂ, the column

ahout the State of Massachusetts that appeared in the latest issue
of Khabr-O-Nazar was wonderful an [// of information.

Zaheer Shahzad
Bureau Cﬁfe[/, Pakistan Press Infernational (PP9)
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LookingiorANSWers

Looking for Answers gives our readers a voice to Lt AT sty ﬁ{auﬁrﬁuffd S " Sz
comment and share their views on myriad topics that are o . o # . e

shaping our world. Each edition of Looking for Answers LB ey o 20 S Jk’ Slase e/ e Or¥
poses a question to you (our readers) and invites you AP e s e Jé"Ju,ﬁ‘/zi_ﬁ Gttt Pl o,

to share your thoughts with us in short essay form. All : N ;
submissions will be reviewed by the Public Affairs Section s KAl 2§ KA UL ndntrry )

of the US. Embassy. Two Monthly Winners will be P R I -, g i = /
. 5 & < et Tie | . ot
chosen and have their essays published in the subsequent WIeos 'L}) i ”'K“‘?g- FiEU B s&Zanls-€

edition of Khabr-o-Nazar. Winners will also receive a L,ru;_ﬂ(__/-[, Koot i 55 JLb Jépj,{d};d/
prize from the Public Affairs Section. Along with the two CL ey » N
monthly winners, three Honorable Mentions will receive cﬂ/’/”g/&‘?‘:’/’/ PR I Bty Fostkds ELn KLl
certificates. J u’/la Sl
The following are the official guidelines for essay .- .. ! .
submissions: Ut Il A Sl ZE
m Essays should not exceed 250 words -%—.{?Wtfj&i’bwg/"'—gw”’db/b’u"# n

m All essay submissions must be sent electronically to [f,gbﬁ,‘,:;,;f& infoisb@state.gov 2,3 delu.‘.’ufr&' n
infoisb@state.gov or via mail

m All essays must focus on the question presented in . . . - =
the most current edition of Looking for Answers - lgé"/j/pﬁﬁ,afdlyéégu:u?q}ut'uﬁbbfrb’" m
® Deadline for submission of essays is the 25th of every LézbZSJ&/é/b&ijé_ﬂdﬂfuﬂ -

month.
m All submissions must include the submitter's complete bl KPJE/J;"/'-XU”&: iyl AL il m
name, telephone number and home or work address.

_c‘-du/.‘
B Essays will be published in the forthcoming editions . s . PV RO
of Khabr-o-Nazar. LU L LES U T A
m Winner will receive a prize mailed to their indicated «nggL;ff_ﬂLg/Jgerln"%éfé.»clﬁ'u;‘h@,lf( m
address. o
of the MOI‘Ith d lH s °“9“
What steps shou!d we take individually, iﬁLLﬂ:@u@@M‘«ZUl"/&
as well as collectively, to preserve .t LT
Pakistan's rich cultural heritage? ‘-‘u}i//c«tw'&fl&i/&wu'/,u"dﬂ I
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Winning Article

What are
some of the

facing
Pakistani youth

in the 21st century?

Nadir Hussain
Via email

Making Use of Constructive Abilities

Nations face problems and challenges all the time, but only those
people who take sensible steps by making use of their constructive
and positive abilities survive and make progress.

Pakistani youth face enormous problems such as the menace of
terrorism, a lack of education and health care facilities, religious
fanaticism, the search for national identity, and a precarious law and
order situation.

To resolve these issues, it is essential to change our mindset from top
to bottom, and then spread education to every nook and cranny of the
country, particularly in the rural areas of Pakistan. Uneducated people
are more susceptible to extremism, and such tendencies are damaging
Pakistan’s image and defame Pakistanis across the world.

It is also important to pay attention to the health care system, as only
a healthy nation can play its due role in the progress and development
of our world. We will have to demonstrate that we are a peace-loving
nation that hates terrorism and religious fanaticism, and we are with
the international community to root out this threat. Some elements
defame our country, but they do not represent our national character.

In fact, our young people with their talent, experience and proficiency
are playing very significant role in the growth of several nations. Our
educated youth must take part in national politics to curb corruption
in the country, change the prevailing decayed system and then we
may embark upon on the journey to progress. Patriotism is the recipe
that helped several nations to achieve the goal of development and
rise.

Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah and his companions made
the most of their education and talent to shape Pakistan on the map
of the world. Now it is our responsibility to establish our individuality
in the world as a peace-loving and enlightened nation. To achjeve this
objective, we will have to make a lot of effort.

6 Khabr-o-Nazar
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Article
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Nadia Anwar,
[Lahore

Conflicting Realities

The 21st century is characterized by conflicting realities in
Pakistan. On the one hand, there is an illusion of an ever-growing
technological advancement. On the other, this illusion has made our
present generation servile followers of the whims of those in power
by camouflaging its real strength.

In the face of such widespread political and economic disillusionment,
there is dire need for committed young citizens, who have the knack
to comprehend the nature of problems that face their country.

Firstly, our youth need to develop an independent approach towards
life by breaking themselves free from the shackles of foreign reliance
and dominant political ideals. By relying on their own independent
analysis of the status quo, they would be better equipped to
contextualize their knowledge to improve the deteriorating standards
of their respective localities and eventually their country at large.

Secondly, the younger generation should prepare itself both in terms
of latest scientific and geopolitical knowledge. For this they must
widen their scope of research by shedding inter- and intra-religious,
and communal prejudices. They can also create an atmosphere of
harmony and peace among themselves by understanding their mutual
needs and sharing their grievances with one another.

Finally, the youth of Pakistan must have a futuristic vision. In order
to root out societal evils such as illiteracy, overpopulation, extremism
and corruption, they need to develop organization among their ranks
and build up an environment of trust for the collective good of their

people.
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U.S. Committed to

Worldwide

Cultural

8| Khabr-o-Nazar

Preservation

Washington — On virtually every continent, treasures from
ancient civilizations are being conserved and restored through a
U.S. program dedicated to the preservation of cultural heritage in
countries around the globe.

Since 2001, the U.S. Ambassadors Fund for Cultural Preservation
(AFCP) has provided grant support to cultural heritage projects in
130 countries. To date, the Ambassadors Fund — administered by
the U.S. State Department’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs — has supported more than 500 projects, totaling more than
$15 million, sending a strong message about the importance the
United States places on the conservation of the culture of nations
from every world region. In 2008, the fund supported projects in
60 countries.

“We look for well-crafted proposals for projects that meet the
AFCP funding mandate and project criteria, and also make the
case for cultural significance, urgency, sustainability, among other
things,” said Martin Perschler, AFCP program coordinator.

Funded projects have included technical support for the restoration
of historic buildings, assessment and conservation of museum
collections, archaeological site preservation, documentation to
save traditional crafts, improved storage conditions for archives
and manuscripts, and documentation of indigenous languages,
music and dance.

The restoration of the 12th-century Tomb of Hafiz Muhammad
Hayat in Gujrat and the 13th-century Shrine of Hazrat Shah
Shams Tabraiz in Multan, two exceptional monuments to early

Sufi saints in Pakistan, are among the 71 projects in 58 countries




s
i 39 (ol b
| 98 i 0

Lun it P Lpd sl b2 Ll i s3éd
| PRI S 1
(l/i/?d:wu’t(gﬁu-{/?‘J/f/ts;ﬁ;/;ﬂ.«ﬂ‘j,ug):;a@;siu/.iﬁ.&/é{/l
Sl Z ol 5555 36Ut U120 61 20012155
Viforle Ul LU&L/}"'@@A’JPL;/G.AQU{ /frwitwuug_f
138G e B S £ unrilie 5002 5L
AL IS L1 e bS5 Sl e Foslie )5
sl L 602 5L 512008 - eIt
Lot |7 2 s Ty & viise 1068 5§
OISy K o hmns Lo a2t &S pin 6 Ory Fos/ B 2
AL L S B e ekl I e U
JMJC,"’;}»"Ldziﬁu[(a)e;d/;’/?d"‘clf-“—:‘?’ﬁs@urd"c‘-&/legﬁ

Bl Sy

s L L Qe i L oGt Ut oe F S 2L L s

K5l U S (e b5 6o 36 T VG L 57 B S ool

K55 s P UI IS EnIt I35 b 7 Pttt b

(AP Photo) -‘LJL“/UDC;‘AQ/

Khabr-o-Nazar |9



and the West Bank to receive financial support from the
fund in 2009.

Both projects in Pakistan will employ local craftsmen who
have worked all their lives constructing and repairing the
monuments and are trained in traditional building methods.
The work planned for the monuments will address their
advanced states of deterioration due to environmental and
other factors. Previous AFCP-supported projects in Pakistan
have restored other culturally significant shrines, mosques,
and public landmarks that are also organic elements of their
communities.

Another recent project supported by the Ambassadors Fund
was the preservation of a mosque in Gao, Mali. The project
helped support preservation of the remaining fragments of a
mosque built in 1324 by Emperor Kankou Moussa, following
his pilgrimage to Mecca. Designed by an Andalusian
architect, the mosque bears witness to the exchange between
the Sudan and Mediterranean regions. The project included
the construction of a protective shelter, the installation of
interpretive site information and publication of a brochure
on the history of the site.

“One of the most important impacts of this project was to
raise local awareness and pride in Malian cultural heritage,”

said Stephanie Syptak, a U.S. public affairs officer in Mali.

The Ambassadors Fund also supported preservation of
traditional courtyards in northern Togo in 2006. “This
project supported the preservation and documentation of
ancient floor pavements in the north of Togo,” said Perschler.
“Courtyards of housing compounds were traditionally paved
with pottery shards, creating a mosaic. Samples dating to
the 14th century were once found in Nigeria, Benin and
Togo. Sites in Togo are the only remaining examples of this
tradition, and only a few elderly women hold knowledge of
this craft.”

One fascinating project from 2007 was the collection and
cataloguing of 30 traditional Cambodian folk tales, as part
of the Prasat Han Chey Conservation and Restoration
Project, in Phnom Penh. The last effort to collect Khmer
folk tales took place more than 50 years ago. Most of the
current storytellers are more than 90 years old, making the
preservation of these fables extremely urgent. Thanks to help
from the Ambassadors Fund, the stories will reach a wider
audience because they will be published in both English and
Khmer.

Two mosques dating from the mid-17th to early 18th
centuries on the island of Pemba in Tanzania were restored

through a grant from the Ambassadors Fund in 2006. The

10 Khabr-o-Nazar
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mosques contain unique features combining Swahili and
Persian architecture, and had fallen into disrepair from the
harsh climate and lack of maintenance.

An important archaeological project supported by the
Ambassadors Fund was the preservation and exhibition of
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artifacts from the Hepu Temple (circa 200 B.C.-A.D. 200)
in China. So far, the Ambassadors Fund has helped support
nine projects in China. The Hepu Tombs, from the Han
Dynasty, are in Guangxi province. Not only were the artifacts
preserved, but the fund helped provide assistance with site
protection to prevent looting. Hepu became an urban center
in 111 B.C.This ancient port city was a key link on the so-
called Silk Road of the Sea, which enabled maritime trade to
flourish along the coastal areas of South China, reaching to
Vietnam and beyond.

In 2005, the Ambassadors Fund helped restore and preserve
precious historic architecture in Turkmenistan. The Ak-Sray-
Ding Tower is located in the northern Turkmenistan town of
Kunya Urgench and has become an important Sunni Muslim
pilgrimage site. Located near the tower is a saints’ cemetery,
where Turkmen say that God receives their prayers.

According to Turkmen legend, the tower represents the gift
of a rich man to his daughter, who died as a young woman.
Legend says that the daughter appeared to her father in a
dream, asking him to build her a kejebe, or saddle with a
canopy, which is traditionally placed atop a bride’s camel
during Turkmen wedding processions. Her father built the
tower, which resembles a kejebe, over her grave.

During the 1950s, however, the Khorezm Expedition
inspected the site and determined that it could be the top
of a watchtower for a long-buried city. The tower is located
in Dashoguz, the northernmost region of Turkmenistan.
Although Russian architects included the tower in a listing of
unique historical building sites in 1947, archaceologists never
researched the site properly until the Ambassadors Fund
offered help. The tower probably dates from A.D. 11-12.

"The Ambassadors Fund was established by Congress in 2001
to assist countries in preserving their cultural heritage. U.S.
ambassadors from eligible countries submit proposals for an
annual competition. Organizations interested in the program
may contact the public affairs section of the U.S. Embassy in
eligible countries. Proposals are submitted in the fall, and the
awards are granted in the spring, said Perschler.

The AFCP also has helped to reinforce each participating
nation’s cultural identity and strengthen community
solidarity. Through a wide range of cultural preservation
projects, the Ambassadors Fund promotes cooperation with
other countries, reducing the threat of pillage of irreplaceable
cultural artifacts and developing educational initiatives as
" well as long-term strategies for preserving cultural property.
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The U.S. Ambassador’s
Fund for Cultural

Khabr-o-Nazar

Since its inception, the U.S. Ambassador’s Fund for
Cultural Preservation hasbuiltone ofits mostimpressive
and wide-ranging programs in Pakistan. Beginning in
2001 with a project to restore and conserve the stone
foundations of Sirkap, the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad
has worked with partners in the Pakistani federal and
provincial governments on twelve projects throughout
the country that cover all eras of the cultural history of
the land that today comprises Pakistan — especially the
Gandharan and Mughal eras of Pakistan’s history.

Preservation
Pakistan Projects
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Shrine of Hazrat Sakhi Sarwar
in Dera Ghazi Khan
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President Obama
congratulates

Muslims around
the world

u..-flgur.»pbﬂ
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“As Muslims in the United States and around the world
complete the month of Ramadan and celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr,
Michelle and I would like to extend our personal greetings
on this joyous occasion. Eid is a time to celebrate the
completion of 30 days and nights of devotion. But even
on this festive occasion, Muslims remember those less
fortunate, including those impacted by poverty, hunger,
conflict, and disease. Throughout the month, Muslim
communities collect and distribute zakat-ul-fitr so that all
Muslims are able to participate in this day of celebration.
As I said in Cairo, my Administration is working to ensure
that Muslims are able to fulfill their charitable obligations
not just during Ramadan, but throughout the year. On
behalf of the American people, we congratulate Muslims
in the United States and around the world on this blessed
day. Eid Mubarak.”

Barak Obama
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Pakistani Muslims
share Eid greeting
= after Eid Al-Fitr

~ | prayer at a mosque
F in Karachi
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Members of the
Muslim faith listen
sermon at Bushnell

Park in Hartford, CT
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Immigrants have come to America from every corner of the globe.
Some sought to escape an old way of life, and others the shackles
of custom, poverty, or simple lack of opportunity. They came largely
from Europe in the 19th century and from the rest of the world in
the 20th and 21st.

They arrived with hope, and often little else.

"Their initial reception was frequently mixed. These new Americans
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found a vast new land hungry for their labor. But some, unfamiliar with
these newcomers’ customs and religions, treated the new Americans as
outsiders and believed they could never be real Americans. They were
wrong. With freedom, faith, and hard work, each successive wave of
immigrants has added its distinctive contributions to the American story,
enriched our society and culture, and shaped the ever-dynamic, always-
evolving meaning of the single word that binds us together: American.

And today, this story is the Muslim-American story too.

Consider two sisters, Assia and Iman Boundaoui. Their parents are
from Algeria, and the girls were raised near Chicago, Illinois, as Muslim
Americans. Assia and Imam grew up watching both the children’s
Nickelodeon station and the news channel Al Jazeera. When they
got takeout food, they sometimes chose Kentucky Fried Chicken and
sometimes their favorite falafel restaurant.

“In America, we would say we're Muslim first, because that’s what makes
us different, I guess,” Assia, age 20, said. “But in another country, we
would say we're American.”

Their story is both remarkable and not so, for there is nothing more
American than new generations — from kaleidoscopic combinations of
ethnicity and religion — defining themselves as Americans.

“America has always been the promised land for Muslims and non-
Muslims,” observes Iranian-American Behzad Yaghmaian, author of
Embracing the Infidel: Stories of Muslim Migrants on the Journey
West. “They still come here because the United States offers what they’re
missing at home,” she said.

'The tales of Muslim Americans track a familiar arc, but individually they
add immeasurably to the vibrant diversity of a nation founded not on
common ancestry, but on the shared values of freedom, opportunity, and
equal rights for all.

Because the United States does not track population by religion, there is
no authoritative count of its Muslim population. Estimates range widely,
from 2 million to 7 million or more. Of that number, approximately 34
percent are of Pakistani or South Asian origin and 26 percent are Arab.

For Pakistani immigrant Nur Fatima, freedom instead means that after
moving to an area of Brooklyn, New York, known as Little Pakistan,
she could choose to remove her head scarf, reveling in the fact that
Americans generally regard these social and religious choices as private
matters. “This is a land of opportunity, there is equality for everyone,”
Fatima said. “I came to the United States because I want to improve
myself. This is a second birth for me.”

Today, in a thousand different circumstances, Americans of Islamic faith
embrace their heritage as a crucial part of a self-fashioned identity in
which they choose from among all the possibilities of freedom that this
land bestows upon all its citizens. As they explore the possibilities, they
discover that they, too, have become Americans.

With growing numbers, confidence,and organization, Muslim Americans
contribute in every field, from business and scholarship to sports and the
arts. Their stories range from Pakistan-born Samiul Haque Noor, whose
spicy halal dishes earned him the 2006 award for best food street vendor
in New York City, to Dr. Elias Zerhouni, from Algeria, head of the
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National Institutes of Health from 2002 to 2008; from Newsweek
commentator and editor Fareed Zakaria, to actor and hip-hop artist
Mos Def; from professional basketball star Dikembe Mutombo, to
Representative Keith Ellison of Minnesota, the first Muslim member
of the U.S. Congress. A new generation of Muslim Americans also
enriches American medicine, science, and literature.

Nur Fatima celebrated her new-found freedom in a New York
Pakistani community where, a few years earlier, fear was high and
both businesses and schools closed in the wake of the September 11

4
e

attacks.. By the time Fatima arrived, Little Pakistan had recovered
under the leadership of local businessman Moe Razvi, who helped
start English and computer classes, opened a community center, and
encouraged community leaders to meet and improve relations with
federal authorities.

“The annual Pakistan Independence Day parade is awash in
American flags,” she said. “It is a transformation seen in Muslim
immigrant communities around the nation.”

This article is excerpted from book Being Muslim in America, published
by the Bureau of International Information Programs
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UNITED NATIONS DAY

United Nations General Assembly

In 1947, the United Nations General Assembly declared 24 October,
the anniversary of the Charter of the United Nations, as which “shall
be devoted to making known to the peoples of the world the aims
and achievements of the United nations and to gaining their support
for” its work.

In 1971 the United Nations General Assembly adopted a further
resolution (United Nations Resolution 2782) declaring that United
Nations Day shall be an international holiday and recommended
that it should be observed as a public holiday by all United Nations

member states.

United Nations Day is devoted to making known to peoples of the
world the aims and achievements of the United Nations Organization.
United Nations Day is part of United Nations Week, which runs from
20 to 26 October.

United Nations Day has traditionally been marked throughout the
world with meetings, discussions and exhibits about the achievements
and goals of the organization. In 1971, the General Assembly
recommended that member states observe it as a public holiday.

Several international schools throughout the world also celebrate the
diversity of their student body on United Nations Day (although the
event is not necessarily celebrated on 24 October). Celebrations often
include a show of cultural performances in the evening and a food
fair, where food is available from all over the world.

In the United States, the President has issued a proclamation each
year for United Nations Day since 1946.
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(AP Photo)

Washington — ColumbusDayis theannual U.S.commemoration
of explorer Christopher Columbus’ landing in the New World
(at San Salvador Island, also known as Waitling Island, today
part of the British Bahamas) on October 12, 1492. Columbus
was not the first European to cross the Atlantic successfully.
Viking sailors are believed to have established a short-lived
settlement in Newfoundland sometime in the 11th century,
and scholars have argued for a number of other possible pre-
Columbian landings. Columbus, however, initiated the lasting
encounter between Europeans and the indigenous peoples of the
Western Hemisphere.
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A number of nations celebrate this encounter with annual
holidays: among them are Discovery Day in The Bahamas and
Colombia, Dia de la Hispanidad (Hispanic Day) in Spain, and
Dia de la Raza (Day of the Race) in much of Latin America.
In 1971, Congress moved the U.S. holiday from October 12 to
the second Monday in October to afford workers a long holiday
weekend. In the United States, Columbus Day is typically a
celebration of Italian and Italian-American cultural heritage,
Columbus generally being considered a native of Genoa, Italy.

In the late 15th century, Portuguese sailors dominated the
effort to establish a sea route between Europe and India by
circumnavigating Africa. It was with an eye toward outflanking
the Portuguese that Isabella 1 of Spain authorized an expedition
in which Columbus would sail west from Spain, aiming for
India. This, of course, presumed that the world was round. Many
educated people already understood this; Columbus’achievement
rests instead in his success in persuading Isabella to finance a
dangerous and speculative expedition.

Columbus set sail with 90 men in August 1492 on three ships:
the Santa Maria, the Nina and the Pinta. After sailing west for
five weeks, the expedition reached land on October 12. Columbus
believed he had found a new route to India, hence the use of the
word Indians to describe the peoples he met.

Columbus would make three subsequent voyages and would die
believing he had found a new route to India and Asia, and not,
in fact, the gateway to North and South America.

Because the United States evolved out of British colonization
rather than the Spanish claims of Columbus and his successors,
the United States for many years did not celebrate Columbus’
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“discovery,” although ceremonies were held on the 300th and
400th anniversaries of his first landing.

Italian immigrants were the first to celebrate the holiday annually
in U.S. cities where they had settled in large numbers, in part
as a celebration of their heritage, since Columbus is considered
Italian. Both New York (1866) and San Francisco (1868)
claim the first such celebration. In 1937, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt proclaimed Columbus Day a national holiday, then
held every October 12.

Many localities, including Berkeley, California, have replaced
Columbus Day with Indigenous Peoples Day to honor the
original inhabitants of the islands where Columbus landed.
South Dakota renamed the holiday Native American Day, and
Alabama celebrates a combination Columbus Day and American
Indian Heritage Day. Hawaii calls it Discovery Day.

U.S. federal government offices close on Columbus Day, as
do most banks. Schools typically remain open, as do most
American businesses. New York City, Denver and many other
cities continue to host festive Columbus Day parades, more than
500 years since the historic appearance of three ships off the
coast of a small Caribbean island.

Columbus Day Parade in New York
A ST

—
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umni
Connect

Highlighting past participants of U.S. Government
sponsored fellowships, exchanges and grants

Participant’s name:

Tayyaba Mobeen

Participant’s profile:

Tayyaba Mobeen has been a lecturer at the National University of

Modern Languages in the International Relations Department for
more than four years.

She teaches Foreign Policy of Pakistan, International and Regional
Organizations, Islam and International Relations, Diplomacy,
Theories of International Relations, and Conflict Resolution and
Peace Studies.

Mrs. Mobeen has a Master’s Degree in Defense and Diplomatic
Studies from Fatima Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi.

Program name:

U.S. Foreign Policy

Program date:

October 3-27, 2005

Number of participants:

19

Countries represented in the program:

Algeria, Argentina, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Colombia, Estonia,
Malaysia, Uganda, Japan, Turkey, Mauritius, Kosovo, Lebanon,
Libya, Montenegro, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, St Lucia,

Yemen.

Places visited by the participant:

Washington, DC:

Meetings were held at the U.S. departments of State and Defense,

. >
Meridian International, the U.S. House of Representatives’ iy b Kb{l}ﬁ' u{ ¢ ‘; I
Committee on International Relations, U.S. Senate Committee on S
Foreign Relations, and the John Hopkins University Paul. H. Nitze "
School of Advanced International Studies eyl
New York, New York: uLJLJ/./_:(aufcf—’iéoﬁwd'}Uldfcif":@uﬁLJl’&x:g J;:‘U:”r.:l’

Meetings were held at the U.S. mission to UN, UNAIDS, U.S.
Council for International Business and UNA -USA.

Indiana Pof is, Indiana:

o PP e e e 2
(e BT b S 150 5P b L e s

A meeting was held at the capitol in the State of Indiana with uj&:ﬁqfvrﬁidﬁuwg;«b)@’/}'é}’lg&@'dl}wuf
representatives of Homeland Security and the National Guard. - b Lse . s . . b
There she interacted with University students in a research Jﬂbd/’/Lw*‘{"q"%""ﬁ‘uﬂ’bd"'g’b‘UZ”’%’%’CQ‘}L’LM/
organization. _‘LJ
San Diego, California: ¢
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Meetings focused on tourism and export related issues
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What part of the program did you enjoy the most, and why?

Acquiring and disseminating knowledge is a passion passed down
from my parents and grandparents. Being a teacher, I enjoyed visiting
the Library of Congress the most. It was really impressive to see that
President Thomas Jefferson laid the foundation of this library with
his personal books so the representatives of Congress could learn
from this collection. With the passage of time it has become the
world’s biggest library.

In order to make a country progressive and prosperous the people
dealing with the decision making process must have an in-depth
knowledge which was the objective of Thomas Jefferson. It also
reflects the research oriented approach of the Americans which
ultimately made the United States a superpower.

I have always tried to inculcate this aptitude in our new generation
through my lectures. Nations that are hard working and research
oriented have always achieved their objectives. Pakistan has to adopt
this methodology to meet the challenges in international politics.
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Admission to Union: May 23, 1788 (8th State)
Capital: Columbia

Population: 4.32 million (as of 2005)

State Flag
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State Seal

State Bird:
Carolina Wren

Background

In South Carolina, the modern age has neither masked the
romance of the Old South nor overshadowed the powerful
events of colonial and Confederate times. This state’s
turbulent and romantic history tells a story that remains
deeply ingrained in the history of the United States.

Spanish explorers made the first attempt to settle in present-
day South Carolina in 1526, less than 35 years after the first
Europeans discovered America. A severe winter, hostile
natives, and disease proved too much for the Spanish to
overcome, and the settlement was abandoned. In 1562, a
group of French Huguenots, led by Jean Ribaut, landed near
the site of present-day Parris Island Marine Corps Base.

‘The French colony might have been a success, had Ribaut’s
return to the colony from business in France not been delayed.
The remaining colonists, fearing they had been abandoned,
built a craft and sailed for home. Light winds stranded their
boat at sea, and they faced the danger of starvation until a
passing English ship rescued them.

The task of settlement fell to the English, whose challenge
to Spanish control of the New World eventually met with
success. A land grant from England’s King Charles II gave
the Carolinas to eight English noblemen (still known today
as the “Lords Proprietors”). In 1670, the English arrived at
Albemarle Point and established Charles Towne, the first
successful European settlement in the Carolinas.

During the American Revolution, almost 200 battles and
skirmishes were fought in South Carolina. The first overt
act of revolution occurred at Fort Charlotte on July 12,
1775; this was the first British property seized by American
Revolutionary forces. After admission to the Union in 1788
it was nicknamed the Palmetto State after the state tree
depicted on the flag.

On December 20, 1860, South Carolina became the first
state to secede from the Union. The initial clash of the Civil
War also occurred on South Carolina soil; the bombardment

State Flower:
Yellow Jessamine
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President
Andrew Jackson
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Dizzy Gillespie
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of Fort Sumter in 1861 resulted in its seizure by
Confederate forces, who maintained possession until
the evacuation of Charleston in 1865. Bloodied,
impoverished, and blackened by the fires of General
Sherman’s “March to the Sea,” South Carolina
emerged from the difficult Reconstruction days and
was readmitted to the Union in 1868.

For most of the period since the Civil War, South
Carolina has had economic problems, but in recent
years these difficulties have eased as industry has
been attracted by hospitable communities and
favorable tax rates. From town to town throughout
the state, diversified industries have brought greater
prosperity with them. South Carolina is a major
producer of tobacco, cotton, pine lumber, corn, oats,

sweet potatoes, soybeans, peanuts, peaches, melons,
beef cattle, and hogs. Power projects
have been created by damming the
Santee, Saluda, Savannah, and other
rivers. Four atomic energy plants
provide commercial energy. Tourism,
the state’s second-largest industry,
continucs to grow.

Famous South Carolinians

South Carolina was the birthplace of
Andrew Jackson, seventh president
of the United States. Born March 15,
1767, in the Waxhaw settlement on
the border of the Carolinas, Jackson
was orphaned at the age of 14. After
reading law and gaining admission
to the bar in North Carolina, he
migrated to Nashville, Tenn. A
frontier general and Indian fighter,
. Jackson was elected president of the
United States on a platform that
| proclalmed h1m the champion of democracy and of

the common man. Jackson served two terms of office

(1829-37) and left his mark on the era, often termed

the “Age of Jackson.” Jackson died in June 1845 but

has been immortalized on the U.S. twenty dollar bill.

Born March 18, 1782 near Abbeville, John C.

Calhoun was an American statesman and political
philosopher. Calhoun graduated with honors from

(AP Photo)
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Yale University in 1804, went on to law school and
was admitted to the South Carolina bar in 1807, He
served in the State Legislature from 1809 to 1811,
where he helped establish a balance of power between
the state’s tidewater planters and piedmont farmers.
From 1811 until his death, Calhoun served in the
federal government successively as congressman,
secretary of war, vice president, senator, secretary of
state and again as senator. He has been declared one
of the five greatest senators of all time. Calhoun died
in on March 31, 1850, in Washington, D.C., and is
buried in St. Philip’s Churchyard in Charleston.

Born October 21, 1917 in Cheraw, John Birks
“Dizzy” Gillespie is considered by some as the
greatest jazz trumpeter of all time. The youngest of
nine children, Gillespie taught himself to play the
trombone and then switched to trumpet when he
was 12. He grew up in poverty. Gillespie was one
of the key founders of Afro-Cuban (or Latin) jazz
and was a superb “scat” singer. During a career that
spanned over five decades, Gillespie performed with
the giants of the jazz era, including Ella Fitzgerald,
Duke Ellington, Charlie Parker, Cab Calloway, Billy
Eckstine, Sarah Vaughn and Coleman Hawkins
among them. He also contributed arrangements to

such bands as Jimmy Dorsey and Woody Herman.

Ernest Frederick “Fritz” Hollings was born in
Charleston on January 1,1922 and served as the state’s
junior senator from 1966 to 2005 until the retirement
of 100-year-old senior senator Strom Thurmond.
A Citadel and University of South Carolina Law
School graduate and US Army veteran, Hollings
set his sights on a political career beginning in 1948
when he was elected to the general assembly. He
served the state as lieutenant governor, governor and
later senator. In Congress he supported many civil
rights bills and was a staunch fiscal conservative and
a namesake on the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Act,
which was an attempt to limit government spending.

Hollings retired from the Senate in 2005.
Attractions

Giant thousand year old oak trees grace coastal
islands; mountain trails wind through ancient
forests; white sand beaches stretch for miles and the
nation’s first Colonial cities lovingly preserve the best
traditions and historic sites of the Old South.
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Island, South Carolina
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The white sand beaches and resort islands of the U b Qb8 T2 Ul it

South Carolina coast offer some of the most inviting

beaches and tourist attractions in the US. From the gﬁ@/ﬁgﬂ{r_;{?&/y/iul//ﬂﬂfwé Sl R
relaxed island culture of Hilton Head Island and J/L?Ld%&”’A;gULD’-J%Vde'}L?/LJ;’?deu/'
Edisto Island to the resort islands and historic sites i ¥ = <

of romantic Charleston and the high energy family (/6.2 Kbl u’uCud/agiﬁyz-uﬁﬁ.ﬂ/’;:lé’,
attractions of Myrtle Beach, South Carolina’s beaches
invite visitors to relax and enjoy.
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in South Carolina rivers offer world-class hunting and fishing, camping, — _ . P : ~
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From colonial plantations to American Revolutionary ’ T e
War sites and Civil War museums, historic sites in /(&'%'(f{dfl.d‘(gjw‘jf-é_n’géd}@:dﬂgp17-u3’

South Carolina can be found wherever you travel - i . . o el

on a scenic backroads trip through historic towns, "Lb\?qul’%"‘?Jbv’[&’%&‘?ég‘“@'gu’kujjk
on a big city sightseeing tour or on a remote barrier { I;
island. With hundreds of challenging courses, South S
Carolina golf offers a premier golfing experience for uy,_.{,:,E_c‘,;/,gl/l;fﬁ;;l(jk._}/;ﬁ&f’m,uf;ful}(
pros and casual golfers alike. The full-scale replica of | . i . e
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but also its wholesale and retail trade center. Located
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within three miles of the geographic center of the state,
Columbia was laid out as the capital as a compromise
between the contending up-country and low-country
farmers. The city rarely departs from a checkerboard
pattern; the streets are sometimes 150 feet wide,
planned that way originally to discourage malaria.

The General Assembly met for the first time in the
State House in Columbia on January 4, 1790. George
Washington was a guest here during his Southern tour
the next year. On December 17, 1860, a convention
assembled in Columbia’s First Baptist Church and
drew up the Ordinance of Secession, setting off a chain
of events that terminated, for the city, on February 17,
1865, when General the Union Army under William
T. Sherman occupied Columbia and reduced it to
ashes,

An area of 84 blocks and 1,386 buildings was destroyed;
on Main Street only the unfinished new statehouse
and the home of the French consul were spared. From
these ashes, a city of stately buildings has risen.

The economy of the city is based on trade, industry,
finance, and government.

Since 1801, when the South Carolina College, now
the University of South Carolina, was established here,
the city has been an educational center; today it is the
site of nine schools of higher education. Columbia
is the headquarters for the Francis Marion National
Forest and the Sumter National Forest.

Charleston

"This aristocratic and storied American city lives up
to its reputation for cultivated manners. Charleston’s
homes, historic shrines, old churches, lovely gardens,
winding streets, and intricate iron-laced gateways

exude charm and dignity.

Charleston enjoys international and coastal commerce
in the fine harbor formed, according to local opinion,
where the Ashley and Cooper rivers unite to form
the Atlantic Ocean. The strategic harbor, inlets, and
offshore islands provide recreational retreats.

The Charleston of today is the survivor of siege, flood,
hurricane, and epidemic. Capital of the province until
1786, its history and that of South Carolina are almost
the same. Charleston received colonists from the Old
World and sent them into the wilderness. The city
served as the personification of Europe’s luxury and
culture in the New World.
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(AP Photo)

Hilton Head Island,
South Carolina
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The first permanent settlement in the Carolinas,
Charles Towne, as it was first called, was established
as a tiny colony, westward across the Ashley River,
by Anthony Ashley Cooper, Earl of Shaftesbury. At
the same time, he established the only American
nobility in history, with barons, landgraves (dukes),
and caciques (earls), each owning great plantations.

This nobility lasted less than 50 years, but it was
the foundation for an aristocratic tradition that still
exists, even though the rice and indigo that brought
wealth to the early Charleston people are gone.
Colonists from Barbados, England, and Ireland
came to enlarge the settlement in 1670, and by
1680, the colony moved across the river to become
a city-state. Although many of the colonists went on
to the Carolina low country and established grand

plantations, every year on the traditional date of May
10, the planters and their families moved back to
Charleston to escape the mosquitoes and malarial
heat.

From spring to frost, these planters created a
season of dancing, sport, musicales, theater, and
socials. Commerce and plantations provided the
prosperity on which the city’s cosmopolitan graces
were based. Charleston founded the first playhouse
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designed solely for presentation of drama, the first -tzu"f:t%dMJuz;’cffi
museum, the first public school in the colony, the ; .. E
first municipal college in America, and the first fire 5—_*-4 JlL o

insurance company on the continent. (It was a victim Fae o 2 oo '
the next year of a fire that destroyed half the city.) Ji(d/kj‘ﬂ'é' s B WL &/..ﬁ Yie

The city became famous throughout the world as “a #5252 Koy S, 2783 $L Ulg -t &3 U2 1956
flourishing capital of wealth and ease.” ST % Y
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'The First Provincial Congress of South Carolina met
in Charleston in 1775 and prepared the city to repulse
a British attack on June 28, 1776. But in 1780, the
city was captured and occupied by the enemy for two
and a half years. Charleston was almost the last point
in the state to be cleared of British troops. With
peace came great prosperity, but rivalry between the
small farmers of the interior and the merchants and
plantation owners of the lowlands resulted in removal
of the capital to Columbia.

The convention that authored the Ordinance of
Secession came to Charleston to pass that declaration;
the Civil War then began with the bombardment of =
Fort Sumter, located on a small island in Charleston -
harbor by Fort Johnson. A long siege followed, ——
including the gallant defense of Fort Sumter (1863-
1865), blockade running, the first submarine warfare, &
evacuation after Sherman had demolished Columbia,
and, finally, bombardment of the city by the Union |

Army.

Hilton Head Island
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This year-round resort island, the development s Lol 57 % 0/ Tl Sl J& =l J)}J | ...fgffl:? “« Jl? : Charleston, SC
of which began in 1956, is reached by a bridge on P B ’ . . | ¢y . 3
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Activities include numerous golf courses and tennis ’ g f 2

courts; swimming; miles of bicycle paths; horseback d;{guwéuuwmrawlaid[wt%/éfwuw

riding; four nature preserves; and deep-sea, sound, (. 5 K ¥
and dockside fishing. The facilities also include nine “’6‘?‘5}'%& Jz“L}}?}"f;)d/i)’d3,700/"d&”f
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A USAID-supported program conducted
medical consultations for more than 50,000
people like this mother and baby who were
among the 1.7 million displaced by fighting
between the Pakistani military and the
Taliban in the Swat and Buner districts since
May. Photo: Courtesy PAIMAN project.
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Helping the People of Pakistan
one community at a time
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Displaced from

Swat like the Rest,
USAID Helps Save

Lives in Camps
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MARDAN, Pakistan — In early May, a team of U.S.-
supported health specialists in the Swat Valley received
a curt message from the Taliban: Get out or expect to
be beheaded. Meanwhile, the Pakistani military was
advancing fast in an attempt to drive the extremist
militants from the area once and for all.

Health specialists under USAID/Pakistan’s Health,
Population, and Nutrition program were at work on
projects to deliver messages on maternal and child
health awareness, improve access and quality of health
services, and upgrade infrastructure in several adjacent
district health systems. But they soon found themselves
among the exodus of more than two million people
from the valley. Some teams were able to bring their
equipment, but others did not have time.

“We were IDPs too,” said Amhed Nasir, a project of~
ficer with the USAID-supported initiative. “We had
to leave our office with little notice. When we arrived
in Mardan, our sister project was already operating in
the area, so we just went to work t0o.”

As the situation unfolded in the following days, USAID
partners met to assess conditions and discovered that
staff from as many as 11 local NGOs operating in four
districts as part of the Pakistan Initiative for Mothers
and Newborns, known as PAIMAN, were spread over
the adjacent Mardan and Charsadda south of Swat and
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Buner districts, where the fighting was taking place.

Within five days, the new teams joined forces with
three more partners already operating in Mardan and
Charsadda under a two-pronged strategy to provide
much needed relief to the overwhelmed healthcare
system. The first priority they identified was to find a
suitable place to care for the expectant mothers among

the 300,000 camp dwellers.

“Women in labor were lying on the bare ground at
the camp in Charsadda,” said Dr. Shuiab Khan, a
PAIMAN program director, who coordinated the
effort. “We immediately brought in 100 mattresses
and bedding for the women waiting to give birth.”

Project staft’ coordinated with the government and
other local and international aid agencies to augment
the meager belongings of the displaced by supplying
food, cooking pots and utensils, latrines, and clean
water.

The government identified locations to set up four
emergency birthing centers near the three camps in
Mardan and one in Charsadda, including unlocking
a disused sugar mill closed for 30 years, an abandoned
health center, and a vacant house.

PAIMAN staft cleaned up and supplied the buildings,
even installing air conditioners to ward off the
oppressive heat. Soon the facilities were staffed by
trained birth attendants, expectant mothers moved
inside, and two daily shifts of project health specialists
were hosting up to 400 patients on a 24-hour, seven-
days-a-week basis.

The majority of displaced, about 1.7 million people,
stayed with host families in the region. To reach this
population, the network of NGOs organized two
mobile medical camps per week, staying all day at each
of 208 sites over ten weeks, ultimately treating nearly
52,000 patients to assist with births, conduct pre-
and post-natal care, vaccinate children, and provide
counseling on family planning.  Availability of the
services was publicized through the district health
department and local mosques.

In the case of complications during delivery, the project
supplied each NGO an ambulance to rush the mothers
or babies to the closest hospital, about a half hour away
from most of the camps.

Having undergone the trauma of delivery with little
more than the clothes on their backs, new mothers
were issued mother-and-baby kits, containing clean
blankets to swaddle the newborns, nappies, and a set
of fresh clothes for the mothers. Mothers requested
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this support during a camp visit by Dr. Nabeela Alj,
chief of party for PAIMAN.

For children under five, life in the camps during the
hottest part of the year was especially harsh. Skin
ailments and dysentery were rampant; the medical
camps supplied up to 60 intravenous drips a day for
children to combat dehydration with oral rehydration

salts.

Outside one birthing center in Mardan, PAIMAN
staff noticed a young couple weeping over a three
month old boy, certain he had died from the heat.
They rushed baby and parents to the hospital, where
doctors were able to resuscitate and rehydrate the boy.
Within 20 minutes, the boy, named Haris, opened his
eyes were and started to cry. Within two hours, they
were on their way back to the camp. The next day, the
parents returned to the center the best gift for the staff
they could muster: two hen’s eggs.

“No words can express the joy I felt when my son
opened his eyes,” said Rauf, the boy’s father. “My small
gift cannot to begin to express my gratitude to USAID
for setting up this clinic.”

On the request of the Pakistani health director, Dr.
Ali also assisted a district hospital in Buner, which
continued to operate amidst fierce fighting. With the
electrical grid knocked out by the Taliban, doctors had
no alternative to conducting surgery by candlelight.
With all the filling stations long closed, the hospital
made an urgent appeal to PAIMAN for diesel to run
their generators to assure a steady light and water
supply. Eventually, staff was able to arrange to truck
three large barrels a day for a month to the hospital
under military escort.

By mid-August, Swat and Buner were again firmly
under control of the government, and the displaced
began to make its way back to their homes. Project
staff members have begun to return to their workaday
roles building capacity of the health systems in their
respective districts.

“I think we made a real difference in the lives of a great
number of people under difficult circumstances,” Dr.
Khan reflected. “The established presence of USAID
in the districts was an important contributor to our
success, but more important, when we came to them
with our assessment of the situation, they immediately
approved our plan. 'That saved a lot of lives.”

USAID | PAKISTAN
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Highlighting books found
in the IRC’s and Lincoln

Corners around Pakistan

Title:

Architecture:
Celebrating the Past, Designing the Future

Author:
Nancy B. Solomon and Robert Ivey

Publisher:
Visual Reference Publications, 2008
ISBN: 1584711620

America has no shortage of natural
splendors, but that doesnt stop people
from lining up to see such spectacles as the
Empire State Building in New York, Frank
Lloyd Wright’s Fallingwater, or Frank
Gehry’s Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles. The lively story
of the nation’s, greatest buildings and the colorful individuals whose
designs make them possible is memorably told in Architecture:
Celebrating the Past, Designing the Future, a beautifully illustrated
book commemorating 150 years of the American Institute of

Architects.

In this engaging account, readers take an unprecedented look at the
role of architecture and architects in society to see what shapes the
places where we work and play, how buildings are actually designed
and constructed, and where our most familiar building types,
including homes, schools, churches, and offices, are taking us in their
evolutionary journey. Along the way, the narrative pauses to introduce
extraordinary men, women, organizations, and ideas changing the
course of cities, towns, and even regions of the United States and

the world.

L | et ncpmr—

A story this engrossing also benefits from the many voices that tell
it, so architects like Thom Mayne, scholars like James Steele, and
media critics like Paul Goldberger all contribute their unique points
of view. This four-color book features more than 350 photographs,
illustrations, and sketches, in addition to chapter contributions by
architecture experts and profiles of many of the 63 gold medalists

and active groups within the AIA.

Beyond being a beautifully crafted book, Architecture features
lengthy discussions on many different aspects of the architecture
community such as education, public outreach, practice, design and
technique, history, innovative strategies, as well as a photo gallery of
featured structures throughout the last 150 years.
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Ask

the Consul

Your chance to ask the Consul
General at the US Embassy, Islam-
abad your visa related questions

I lost my passport that had my
American visa in it. Can I get a
replacement visa?

Lost or stolen U.S. visas cannot be
replaced in the United States. If
you lost your visa, fax the Consular
section or Consul General at the
Embassy abroad that issued your
visa, to report it lost or stolen. Then
go to the Embassy Consular Section
website to locate the fax number and
contact information. Specifically state
whether the visa was lost or stolen.

Be sure to include your full name, date
and place of birth, address in the U.S,,
and an email address (if available). If |
you have a copy of the passport or visa,
fax this to the Embassy or Consular
section. Otherwise, if known, report
the category of visa, and the passport
number from the lost or stolen visa.
If you have already reported your visa lost or stolen to the
U.S. Embassy abroad, and then you later find your misplaced
visa, please note that the visas will be invalid for future travel
to the U.S, and you must apply in person at the Embassy or
Consulate abroad for a new visa.

(AP Phi ()]

What is the required documentation for a student
visa?

Each applicant for a student visa must submit these forms
and documentation, and submit fees as explained below:

+ FormI-20A-B, Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant
(F-1) Student Status-For Academic and Language Students.
You will need to submit a Student and Exchange Visitor
Information System (SEVIS) generated Form, I-20, which
was provided to you by your school. You and your school
official must sign the I-20 form. All students, as well as their
spouses and dependents, must be registered in the SEVIS,
an Internet-based system that maintains accurate and current
information on non-immigrant students and exchange
visitors and their dependents (F-2 visa holders). Your school
is responsible for entering your information for the 1-20
student visa form into SEVIS. Students will also have to pay
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Ask

the Consul
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an SEVIS 1-901 fee for each program of study. Questions
regarding your exchange program should be directly to your
program sponsor.

* A completed application, Nonimmigrant Visa Applicant,
Form DS-156, together with a Form DS-158. Both forms
must be completed and signed. Some applicants will also
be required to complete and sign Form DS-157. A separate
form is needed for children, even if they are included in a
parent’s passport.

* An interview at the embassy consular section is required
for all student visa applicants. The waiting time for an
interview appointment for applicants can vary, so early visa
application is strongly encouraged. During the visa interview,
an ink-free, digital fingerprint scan will be quickly taken, as
well as a digital photo. Some applicants will need additional
screening, and will be notified when they apply.

* A passport valid for travel to the United States and with
a validity date at least six months beyond the applicant’s
intended period of stay in the United States. If more than
one person is included in the passport, each person desiring a
visa must complete an application.

* One (1) 2x2 photograph.

* AMRYV fee receipt to show payment of the visa application
fee,a visa issuance fee,and a separate SEVIS I-901 fee receipt.
While all F-visa applicants must pay the MRV fee, including
dependents, only the F-1 principal applicants must pay the
SEVIS fee.

* Students who are authorized for Optional Practical
Training (OPT) must have an 1-20 endorsed for OPT,
and provide a USCIS-issued Employment Authorization
Document (EAD).

All applicants should be prepared to provide:

* Transcripts and diplomas from previous institutions
attended;

* Scores from standardized tests required by the educational

institution such as the TOEFL, SAT, GRE, GMAT, etc.;

* Financial evidence that shows you or your parents who are
sponsoring you have sufficient funds to cover your tuition and
living expenses during the period of your intended study. For
example, if you or your sponsor is a salaried employee, please
bring income tax documents and original bank books and/
or statements. If you or your sponsor owns a business, please
bring business registration, licenses, etc., and tax documents,
as well as original bank books and statements.
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Diversity:

Volunteer Vacations:

Rebuilding New Orleans
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.html?videold=1616709136

For Americans, leisure isi't just a time to relax; it can also be a time to come
to the aid of others.

Diversity:
California BBQ_
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.htmlrvideold=1634709538

Members of the “Four Q_Country” barbecue team discuss the joys of
competition.
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