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Dear Readers:

In this January-February combined issue of Khabr-o-Nazr you will also
notice a few more design changes as we continue to move forward
with implementing and expanding the magazine by incorporating
many of the changes suggested by you, our loyal readers. We deeply
appreciate the feedback we have received from you and the many
ideas for making the magazine more interesting, interactive, reader
friendly, and responsive. This issue will be the last of our consolidated
bi-monthlies; beginning with the next issue (March), you will begin
receiving the magazine on a monthly basis during the first week of
each month.

On January 20, President Barak Obama became the first African-
American President of the United States. During his inauguration,
approximately 1.8 million people braved a cold Washington, D.C. winter
day to share in this historic event. Meanwhile, in Islamabad, Karachi,
and Lahore we gathered with our Pakistani friends and colleagues to
also mark the occasion. Through this issue of Khabr-o-Nazar hope
you, our readers, with share in the excitement of the Inaugural. We
also take you through the history of U.S. commemorative holidays
that fall in January and February: Black History Month, Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Day and President’s Day that honors Presidents George
Washington and Abraham Lincoln. Among our new regular features,
we have launched a tour of the United States by highlighting a U.S.
state in every issue; these are selected in chronological order by their
date of admission to the United States. This issue focuses on Delaware,
the first state to be admitted to the union. We accompany our new
Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, at her first day on the job. Finally,
we inaugurate the “Looking for Answers” contest that will appear in
each issue. We invite you to share your views on the question posed in
each issue and will publish the two winning essays in the next issue of
Khabr-o-Nazr. Each of the two winners and three additional "honorable
mentions” will receive certificates of recognition and a prize.

You will also notice a few more design changes as we continue to
move forward with implementing and expanding the magazine by
incorporating many of the changes suggested by you, our loyal readers.
As always, we solicit your feedback and look forward to hearing from
you. Thank you again.

Fo FnTx

Lou Fintor

Editor-in-Chief and Press Attaché

US Embassy Islamabad

E-mail: infoisb@state.gov

Website: http//lslamabad.usembassy.gov
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“Responses from our readers”

[ have read The KHABR-O-NAZAR  0r-lingual
magazine: [ have gone [hrough its tonfenis and
kave found it Jo-Go an owlsianding magazine; having
wsetul information. The hard work with whick the
miagazine has leer compiled in English and Urdw /s
praiseworihy. With reference fo- ils reading materia,
i1 is @ useful and informative magazing which 1ells
atout The US Government engagement with Fakislan
in The fielts of eaucalion, economic; and civil sociely
aevelopment. This also displays the Friendly lies
and mutnal eforts of both the couniries 1o steer
Fakistan Towards The path of economic prosperity,
development of social sector, freeaom of The press
and The establishment of aemocraiic instituions.
FAISAL NAVEER TOOR
fassalatad

! received your lalest issue of magazine which
was wice and tnformative. First of all accept ny
heartiest congrafulations on the election of The
new US. Fresident. By virfue of fhe arficle on
Holdays Season [ learned a lof atout Hanoprak
and Kwanzaa:

SANA gLt

Ranalpindi

[ cant help reading This magnificent magazine
Khabro-Nagar. rather it is what a person needs o
read af their door step. [ fike the fact That if contains
msightful articles accompanied by vifrant pictures.
I This up Jo-date era; [ Gelieve Thal everyone should
Gz familiar with This fanfastic bringual magazine:
What i, ‘Khabro-Nazar” is published monthly rather
Than leing publishea by Two- moniths Together? /n
This fashion readers do-not have Jo- hang around for
two- moniths. Thanks Khabro-Nazar” for providing
qualily News and Views.

With Warm Regards
Etsan Ulah Shak
Quefin
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LookingrorAnswer

Khabr-o- Nazar is pleased to announce the launch of its new
monthly column "Looking for Answer". This new addition of the
magazine gives our readers a voice to comment and share their
views on a myriad of topics that are shaping our world. Each
edition of "Looking for Answer"” will pose a question to you (our
readers) and invite you to share your thoughts with us in short
essay form. All submissions will be reviewed by the Public Af-
fairs Section of the U.S. Embassy. Two "monthly winners" will be
chosen and have their essays published in the subsequent edition
of Khabr-o-Nazar. Winners will also receive a prize from the Public
Affairs Section.

The following are the official guidelines for essay submissions:

m Essays in either English or Urdu should not exceed 250 words

u All essay submissions can be sent electronically to infoisbh@
state.gov or via mail

m All essays must focus on the question presented in the most
current edition of “Looking for Answer”

» Deadline for submission of essays is the 25th of every
month.

m All submissions must include the submitter's complete name,

telephone number and home or work address.

"

Essays will be published in the edition following the next issue
of Khabr-o0-Nazar.

m Winner will receive a prize mailed to their indicated address.
m Along with the two monthly winners three “honorable

mentions” will recieve certificates

Question ny o nth

On January 20, 2009, the world focused in on the U.S.
to witness a historic inauguration. One of President
Obama’s main campaign platforms was his promise
to bring about “Change” for the American people in
reference to both domestic and international policies.
What are you views on Obama’s vision for “Change”?
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Ohama’s

Evokes Global Celebration

President is first person of color
to govern country with white majority

stepnen saurman
f

Washington — The flag-draped western face of the
U.S. Capitol in Washington briefly became the focus of
worldwide attention on January 20 as Barack Obama
was sworn in as president and delivered his inaugural

(AP Photo) _ WSer S 694k =siCapitol ?)Kuf/?l{wu;@b:@)}'&odﬁb
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(AP Photo)

address, calling on Americans to meet the chalienges that currently
face them and telling the world that the American spirit “is stron-
ger and cannot be broken’

The live telecasts and webcasts of President Obama's inaugura-
tion ceremony united audiences all over the world. At the same
time, U.S. television networks brought Americans the public reae
tions from places such as the Indonesian school Obama attended
for four years and his father’s village in Kogelo, Kenya.

The former lllinois senator’s rise to become the 44th president of
the United States is a story that has inspired Americans and non-
Americans alike.

Besides making his mark in U.S. history as the nation’s first African-
American president, Obama is now the first person of color to
govern a country with a white majority.

That significance was felt strongly among many Africans, who
take great pride in Obamas Kenyan ancestry. Celebrating his heri-
tage, the new president invited three of his Kenyan relatives to join
him for the Washington festivities.

“This is the first of its kind; a reader from South Africa told
America.gov, adding “l| am proud to be a black’

WORLD REACTS

Kenya was not the only country celebrating itself as a land of

Obama's ancestors. The small Irish town of Moneygall near Dublin
decked itself out in the red, white and blue colors of the American
flag for the occasion. The president’s great-great-great grandfather
on his mother’s side is believed to have emigrated from there to the
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(AP Photo)

United States in 1850.

Despite a chilly evening in India, many viewed the proceedings as they
happened live at 9 p.m. local time, holding impromptu gatherings in
restaurants. In neighboring Pakistan, schoolchildren celebrated earlier
in the day with a prayer ceremony for global peace.

Faith healers in Peru practiced an ancient Andean ritual known as Ja-
tun Sonjo, or "Big Heart," which originally was dedicated to rulers of
the Inca civilization. The ceremony included chanting Obama's name
while shaking rattles and throwing flower petals at his photograph.
The town of Obama, Japan, had its own special inaugural celebration
with a ceremony at a Buddhist temple, followed by a Hawaiian-style
party and hula dancing to honor the president's birthplace in the
50th US. state. The Kenyan name Obama means “little beach’ in
Japanese, and the town has enjoyed newfound fame thanks to that
coincidence.

A Ugandan reader pointed out to America.gov that the president's
first name, Barack, means "blessing” in Swahili. He wrote, "May the
good lord bless you during this amazing time of your life leader-
ship”

SYMBOL OF EMPOWERMENT,
ENGAGEMENT

Obama'’s inauguration offered reasons to celebrate besides his heri-
tage: Some viewed his presidency as the empowerment of the post-
baby-boom generation; for others it represented a new beginning in
America's relations with the world.

A reader from the Netherlands welcomed Obama's inaugural address
for its "warning of greed and [the] failure of the previous administra-
tion. ... | feel safe again and the hatred against the West will diminish
much sooner now]" he wrote, but also hoped that people will "not
expect too much too soon’

A reader in Canada welcomed the improvement in the U.S. public im-
age, saying, "As Canadians we feel it when you hurt, and are happy
to share in this great joy’

That sentiment was echoed in a comment from South Africa. A
reader told America.gov that if the United States is able to “find
peace and prosperity, then the rest of the world will more than likely
follow!

“Especially the Third World countries; she said. "Every time the USA
sneezes, we cop the fallout”
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Inauguration Day

EVENTS

“ISLAMABAD”

Embassy Islamabad Public Affairs put together a "total package” of Inau-
guration Day activities. On Monday, the Press Section solicited the state
broadcaster, PTV, to tape a 20-minute interview with Ambassador Pat-
terson on the meaning of Inauguration Day, the history of inauguration,
parallels and differences with Pakistani Presidential inaugurations (“the
peaceful transition of power"), and so on. The interview was staged at
the Ambassador's Residence and broadcast nationwide as the local "lead-
in" to their live coverage of the inauguration. In addition, the audio por-
tion was dubbed in Urdu and broadcast in regular rotation all day on Radio
Pakistan.

On the evening of January 20 from 8:30pm (local time) until after mid-
night, the Ambassador hosted a large reception at her residence for more
than 120 media, political figures, the business community, and other key
contacts to watch the inauguration. Guests were greeted by a post-gen-
erated poster standing exhibit lining the entrance that featured pictures
and biographical information of all past US. Presidents. Inside the Resi-
dence, flags and a red, white and blue scheme provided a festive backdrop
for the occasion.

Live coverage of the inauguration was displayed on a large screen via
projector and three plasma sets located in various rooms. Guest were
eager to pick up and take home copies of the special edition Islamabad
Public Affairs' English and Urdu magazine Khabr-o-Nazar - hot off the
presses in time for the reception -- featuring President Obama on its
cover, the eJournalUSA publication: “Barack Obama: 44th President of the
United States” and special souvenir Embassy Islamabad Inauguration Day
commemorative pamphlets which were compiled, written and produced
in-house and shared with Consulate Lahore for distribution during a re
ception they also held there. ~ ~
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Inauguration Day

EVENTS

“KARACHI”

Lincoln Corner Karachi celebrated the inauguration
of President Barak Obama on January 21, 2009. It

k|
* Kk ok k ok k k k k k Xk
downloaded IIP publications including e-journal and .
her inf ' he US presi d hi * “
s e o o e i s (e ) g (S 91

Recorded oath taking and speech of President 000

*¢
Obama from CNN was played throughout the day. H uﬂ
* %

People took much interest and termed this event
as historic in reference to President Obama being

the African American President of the United States. Gk ”
They praised President Obama for his remarks about @
Muslims and hoped that the new administration will g

change its policies towards Pakistan and Muslim | . SE el P s
world. They also appreciated the way this transition < U PGS e PO 1 v saents 8 )

took placed. It was stressed that the similar attitude &JJ/‘.U;MU,] QV[QDKLML,UMJ:;/L L ys
is needed in Pakistani society. Some visitors were N ’ )
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Inauguration Day

EVENTS

“LAHORE”

In view of the immense interest in the U.S. Elections and
their result, U.S. Consulate Lahore’s Principal Officer Bryan
Hunt hosted around 250 guests at his residence to watch
the Presidential Inauguration ceremony, culminating months
of programming on various aspects of the US. electoral
process.

“Starting in October 2008, the U.S. Consulate hosted a
series of programs to mark the U.S. Presidential Elections;
stated Public Affairs Officer Traci Mell. “We talked about the
primaries and caucuses, the Presidential debates, and the
Electoral College, and even held a mock poll where students
voted in favor of President Obama’

Televisions were set up throughout the residence and
a projector screen was arranged so that all guests could
watch the ceremony. Guests were also provided with copies
of the publication "The New President: 44th President of
the United States” and a Mission-designed handboaok about
the Inauguration Ceremony.

Several guests wore their "Obama/Biden” pins received during
the Consulate's election results breakfast on November 4,
2008.

After the ceremony, many guests congratulated Consulate
staff on the new administration and the democratic
transition process.
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Secretary of State Hillary Clinton Calis for

hohusyiiniomacy

President’s visit to State Department highlights emphasis on diplomacy

M

Q &
By Stephen Kaufman (ﬁi C *x q Q
Staff Writer é —

Washington — Hours after being sworn in as the A

67th secretary of state, Hillary Clinton arrived oF Lot 2 b &
for her first day on the job, teling a crowd 4"—0/ U:/'/ Jﬁfij{/ %
of State Department employees gathered to bell A

welcome her that she will work with "joy and J‘Jg (@) /"J!.?J la”/ J3

responsibility, commitment and collaboration Pr, J JJ
*% o . ;' . ) R .
Speaking on January 22, Secretary Clinton L LWdbe =2 02l 2367

described American foreign policy as a stool  J_yfd L d[;;;; '@'-u‘f‘?}}: PN &“ u‘vﬂj) o
with three legs: defense, diplomacy and Gt A S Jm B "
development. “We are responsible for two of ~ ~*3<U¥ (V- Lz’/d- JA L n /. A J(»,u:,?,u,f’ L

the three legs; she said. ! tfu’ S oﬂ/ JJ’ /.'c.“—'c“u S Ll uq o

“| will do all that | can, working with you, to g o . . v 2
make it abundantly clear that robust diplomacy (¥4 U™ DL LYY, L vg’( 0”4 Lol d/-l'-// 1y

and effective develqpment are ‘the bes:c' long- 56t o Uus L J e O 8 ‘3;/" el S
term tools for securing America's future! & g

(AP Photo)



Clinton was confirmed by the Senate January 21; immediately
after the vote, she resigned her seat as a senator from New
York. Then, in a private ceremony attended by her husband,
former President Bill Clinton, she was sworn in as secretary of
state.

OBAMA PLEDGES PRINCIPLED, FOCUSED
AND SUSTAINED DIPLOMACY

Clinton's first day on the job included a visit to the State
Department by President Obama and Vice President Biden.

Obama said his decision to meet with State Department officials
on his second day in office “underscores my commitment to the
importance of diplomacy in renewing American leadership®

The strength of the United States “comes not just from the
might of our arms or the scale of our wealth, but from our
enduring values; the president said. "And for the sake of our
national security and the common aspirations of people around
the globe, this era has to begin now!

Obama said progress on addressing global challenges "will not
come quickly or easily and the United States cannot “promise
to right every single wrong around the world:*

However, “we can pledge to use all elements of American
power to protect our people and to promote our interests and
ideals, starting with principled, focused and sustained American
diplomacy”

The Obama administration will seek new partnerships and ask
more from the international community “because security in the
21st century is shared; he said.

“A new era of American leadership is at hand the president
said, telling State Department employees they would be “at the
front {ines of engaging in that important work”

CLINTON SEES GLOBAL "POTENTIAL AND
POSSIBILITY"

Secretary Clinton told Obama she was “not only honored and
delighted, but challenged” by the president’s visit. "And yet, Mr.
President, we feel up to that challenge. We want to do our very
best work in furtherance of your goals; she said.

Clinton announced the appointments of former US. Senator
George Mitchell as special envoy to the Middle East and former
ambassador Richard Holbrooke as special representative for
Afghanistan and Pakistan. (See “Obama Names Special Envoys
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for Middle East, Afghanistan-Pakistan”)

"Nowhere is there a need for a vigorous diplomatic approach
more apparent than in the two regions that epitomize the
nuance and complexity of our interconnected world; the
secretary said.

At her welcoming reception, Clinton said her task will not be
easy, but she described the current global climate as one of
“potential and possibility”

“| don't get up in the morning just thinking about the threats
and the dangers, as real as they are. | also think about what
we can do and who we are and what we represent;’ Clinton
said.
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(AP Photo)

Honoring
Accomplishments of
Black Americans

Black History Month was the inspiration of Carter G. Woodson, a noted

scholar and historian, who instituted Negro History Week in 1926. He chose S U 1 T
e W : ; Ul e & CILOUY Bol-

the second week of February to coincide with the birthdays of President W Al VIV S VY

Abraham Lincoln and the abolitionist Frederick Douglass. He founded the As- a
sociation for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH), which b I
supports historical research, publishes a scholarly journal and sets the theme Oy o

for Black History Month each year.

The celebration was expanded to a month in 1976, the nation's bicentennial.
President Gerald R. Ford urged Americans to "seize the opportunity to honor

the too-often neglected accomplishments of black Americans in every area ‘)}‘ j l ,\ ~
of endeavor throughout our history . .

The theme for 2009, "The Quest for Black Citizenship in the Americas; hon-

ors the centennial of the National Association for the Advancement of Col- .
ored People (NAACP) and highlights “the problem of race and citizenship in ( iy 9‘ *e \ PN L'4 k -
American history, from the experiences of free blacks in a land of slavery to J"“; u

the political aspirations of African Americans today,’ according to the ASALH

Web site. “The centennial also provides an opportunity to explore the history P

of other nations in the Americas, where former slaves also sought the fruits =il L" L7 L,-[

of citizenship® b 5=

In 2003, President Bush signed legislation to establish the new museum,

which will be located on the National Mall near the Washington Monument.

Although the new museum has not yet been built, it launched a photo exhibi-

tion at the National Portrait Gallery late in 2007 that is traveling to museums
around the country through 2011,

Each year, the US. president honors Black History Month, or African-Ameri-
can History Month as it is also called, with a proclamation and a celebration
at the White House. States and cities hold their own events around the
country, and media feature topics refated to black history.




(AP Photo)

Washington — Each February,
Black History Month honors
the struggles and triumphs of
millions of American citizens
over the most devastating
obstacles — slavery, prejudice,
poverty — as well as their
contributions to the nation's
cultural and political life.
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Americans Celebrate Achievements of

Martin Luther King Jr.

Civil rights giant fought for principles
with universal applicability

ot e e ol 3

Source: www.americ a.gov

Americans on each third Monday of January honor the life and
achievements of the Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. (1929-1968),
the 1964 Nobel Peace laureate and the individual most associated
with the triumphs of the African-American civil rights movement
during the 1950s and 1960s. As a political organizer, supremely
skilled orator and advocate of nonviolent protest, King was pivotal
in persuading his fellow Americans to end the legal segregation that
prevailed throughout the South and parts of other regions, and in
sparking support for the civil rights legislation that established the
legal framework for racial equality in the United States.

The occasion is a federal holiday. In 2009, it falls on January
19, the day before the inauguration of Barack Obama, the first
African-American president of the United States.

King was among those champions of justice whose influence
transcended national boundaries. A student of the philosophy and
principles of nonviolence enunciated by Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi (1869-1948), King in 1959 traveled to India, where he
studied further the legacy of the man his widow, Coretta Scott
King, later would call his “political mentor” Nelson Mandela,
accepting the 1993 Nobel Peace Prize, similarly credited King as
his predecessor in the effort to resolve justly the issues of racism
and human dignity.

Son of the prominent Atlanta pastor Martin Luther King Sr, King
at the age of 26 completed a doctorate in theology at Boston
University. In 1954, while completing his dissertation, King accepted
the pastorate at the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery,
Alabama. It was in Montgomery the following year that Rosa Parks,
an African-American seamstress, was jailed for refusing to give up
her seat on a segregated municipal bus to a white passenger. The
incident sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott, in which the city's
African-Americans refused to patronize its segregated bus system.
King led the organization directing the boycott and became the
movement's public face, appealing to white Americans’ spirit of
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brotherhood. When the federal courts, following the reasoning
of the Supreme Court’s Brown v. Board of Education decision,
declared the bus segregation law unconstitutional, King emerged
as a national figure.

In 1957 King was among the founders of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC). This was an alliance of black
ministers and churches organized to pursue nonviolent direct action
against segregation. SCLC leaders hoped to change public opinion
and to complement the legal challenges to segregation pursued by
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP). King was a dynamic force within the SCLC, emerging
as its leading fund-raiser and as a skillful political tactician who
successfully forged alliances with sympathetic Northern whites.
In 1959, King traveled to India, where he met with followers
of Gandhi and further refined his thought on nonviolent social
protest.

During the early 1960s, King and the SCLC initiated a number of
peaceful protests against segregated institutions. In May 1963,
Birmingham, Alabama, Police Commissioner Eugene “Bull” Connor
unleashed police dogs and high-pressure fire hoses against
peaceful demonstrators, many of them schoolchildren. The images
horrified the nation. King was arrested during these demonstrations
and from his jail cell produced Letter From Birmingham City Jail, in
which he argued that one who breaks an unjust law to arouse the
consciousness of his community “is in reality expressing the highest
respect for law,' provided he acts “openly, lovingly and with a
willingness to accept the penalty.” That August, African-American
leaders organized the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom.
Here, before an estimated quarter million civil rights supporters
gathered at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, King offered one
of the most powerful orations in American history. Generations of
schoolchildren have learned by heart lines from the | Have a Dream
speech, in which King prayed for the day when people would “not
be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their
character’

The images from Birmingham and Washington helped crystallize
support for the Civil Rights Act of 1964, signed into law by
President Lyndon B. Johnson on July 2, 1964. In 1965, the violent
Selma, Alabama, police response to a voting rights march sparked
a similar surge in support for King, the civil rights movement and
for legislation guaranteeing the right of political participation.
Consequently, the Voting Rights Act became law on August 6,
1965.

With the passage of these civil rights laws, King continued to
employ his strategy of nonviolent social protest even as some
younger leaders at times argued for more radical means. King also
broadened his agenda to encompass efforts to focus attention
on African-American poverty. King was in Memphis, Tennessee, in
support of striking black garbage workers when, on April 4, 1968,
an assassin's bullet cut him down at the age of 39.

Americans honor the Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. with a national
holiday celebrated on the third Monday of each January, and soon
by a national monument, to be constructed in direct sight of the
Lincoln Memorial, where King inspired Americans with his dreams of
racial justice and equality. Countless individuals and organizations,
including The King Center, in Atlanta, carry on his work.
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Groundhog Day, celebrated across the United States and
Canada, on February 2, is purely a North American tradi-
tion. It is based on a belief that on this day (February 2) the
groundhog, or woodchuck, comes out of hole after winter
hibernation to look for its shadow. The groundhog is said to
see its shadow if it is a sunny day. If the shadow is seen, the
groundhog foretells ‘six more weeks of bad weather’ and
thus a lingering winter. If the day is cloudy, the groundhog
is said to have not seen his shadow. The groundhog then
predicts an early spring.

The holiday traces its origins to ancient European where a
badger or sacred bear is the prognosticator as opposed to a
groundhog.

The United States version of Groundhog Day began during
the late 1800s. Clymer H. Freas, a newspaper editor, and W.
Smith, an American Congressman and newspaper publisher
began to popularize a yearly groundhog festival in Punx-
sutawney, Pennsylvania. The festival featured a groundhog
named Punxsutawney Phil which was used to foretell how
long the winter would last.

The Modern day observance of the holiday not only in-
cludes the groundhog’s weather predication but also social
events in which food is served, speeches are made, and one
or more g’spiel (plays or skits) are performed during the
festivities. The Pennsylvania German dialect is the only
language spoken at the event, and those who speak Eng-
lish pay a penalty, usually in the form of a nickel, dime or
quarter, per word spoken, put into a bowl! in the center of
the table.

On February 2, 2009 Punxsutawney Phil did see his shadow
and predicted six more weeks of winter.
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Source: www.america.gov

Americans long have honored George
Washington, commander of the United
States armies in the War of Indepen-
dence, first president of the United
States, and “first in the hearts of his
countrymen:

Washington enjoyed nearly universal
respect, not least for spurning all of-
fers of political power at the moment
of his military triumph (1781), choos-
ing instead to return to his Mount
Vernon, Virginia, farm. The drafters of
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(AP Photo)

the new Constitution in 1787 were willing to afford the executive
branch greater powers because they anticipated that Washington,
who could be counted on not to abuse his office, would serve as
the chief executive, and would establish important precedents for his
successors.

The most popular figure in America at the end of his second four-year
term, Washington again decided to relinquish power, establishing an
informal eight-year limit later formalized by the 22nd Amendment to
the Constitution {195 1).

It has been said that the American people themselves forced Congress
to establish the Washington's Birthday holiday, which today is fixed by
law on the third Monday of February. Nineteenth-century Americans
commonly celebrated a holiday on February 22, the day of Washing-
ton's birth. Apparently motivated by chronic employee absenteeism
on that date, Congress in 1879 declared Washington's Birthday a legal
public holiday.

In 1971, Congress fixed Washington's Birthday and a number of other
holidays on Mondays, to create long holiday weekends. Because a
number of states (but not the federal government) also officially cel-
ebrate the February 12 birthday of Abraham Lincoln, the 16th presi-
dent, many Americans have come to believe -~ incorrectly ~- that the
third Monday of February is a consolidated “Presidents’ Day” honoring
both Washington and Lincoln, and indeed all U.S. presidents. Many
states designate the holiday as Presidents’ Day, and merchants offer
Presidents’ Day sales. The federal holiday, however, remains Washing-
ton's Birthday.

In 1976, Congress posthumously promoted Washington to the rank
of six-star general of the armies, assuring that he would continue to
outrank all other members of the military, now and in the future.
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“Highlighting past participants of US
Government sponsored fellowships, ex-
changes and grants”

-Participant's Name: - bl IOl
Syed Tarig Mustafa . P
sl . il
-Biographical Sketch: -rWL'%/‘-’/Uﬁf‘ﬁ{
Syed Tariq Mustafa, is an officer of &40 b a
Civit Service of Pakistan. He is presently -
waorking as General Manager Trading Cor- S8 :f[;uf’;
poration of Pakistan at Karachi. Mr. Mus- : s
tafa was awarded Commonwealth Schol- _ o 'VQLJ’/J/ d/ uk”/w’“’ b
arship for a stint at Cambridge University [ L‘ﬁ'/ K £ /‘u% BRI
UK. He holds Masters Degrees in Business " ¥
Administration and International Rela- rL{/VLM//)LL/*J/JUl/’/LbJ'

tions, alongwith Bachelor of Commerce. .
He is deeply interested in sustainable development with a special focus on w// 167 / e d’»’}’ C/ d/.ﬂtb/:‘:» Lﬂdbﬂ G- e
combating climate change, economic development and poverty alleviation.

Mr. Mustafa is married and has two children. _wﬁ/}/ﬂ,uﬁ)ﬁv&, ”"”'ﬁfu't’u)'/ °’”‘LFK‘5°"L$J
-Program Name: d'g u’d//,_yf LWJ/ELU}AH}/G}WLJ# QLeyss
Multi-Regional Group Project on Economic and Trade Development in the
Us. U E L Yl
-Program Dates: :ftb/r'/(;/
November 14 - December 5, 2002 3 L. o0
~-Number of Participants: 7"/{0’7”/‘55‘”“56:’-41G;G/V”'d’w"ﬂjﬂ
30 . 4
~-Countries Represented: zéit‘d/rl/(".:
International Group 20027552 +914
-Places Visited: ) _
During my visit, | had an opportunity to visit historic sites like Lincoln Memo- :,I,\,J& K/}er,‘;{
rial in Washington, DC and scenic areas of Denver. Our group also watched :
the world famous Broad way Show “The Phantom of the Opera” in New York 30
City. ' oz
el . .f-'- . <1 % r
-What part of the program did you enjoy the most (and why)?: ‘Ur‘-' e vl U’uv(
Home hospitality was the most memorable part of the program because v!/d’}ﬂ’df
it gave me an opportunity to meet Americans | would not otherwise have
had a chance to meet. As compared to the official program, the setting was ¢ Z . u(
more relaxed and | experienced the more informal part of American life. Home 4=t

hospitality in our case comprised three informal dinners with three American e e u';"/l?dn)//fd@u: U’dfuﬁ'ﬁéc)'ﬂvérauﬁf/’
families in different cities. ) - =T
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The Near East and South Asia Undergraduate Exchange Program (NESA

“Providing scholarship, exchange UGRAD) is a program of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs
. . . . (ECA), US. Department of State and is administered by Georgetown
and grant opportunlty information University's Center for Intercultural Education and Development (CIED).

The Program provides full scholarships for outstanding students from
the Near East* and South Asia™ for one semester or one academic year

to the Pakistani People”
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rtunity

of non-degree undergraduate study in the United States at accredited
two- and four-year institutions.

*Near East: Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya,
Morocco, Oman, Palestinian Territories, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates,
Yemen

“South Asia: Bangladesh, India, Pakistan

Program Objectives
The goal of the program is to increase the mutual understanding

between young emerging leaders from the Near East and South Asia
and the United States by providing meaningful academic and cultural
experiences at US. academic institutions. The immersion experience
on American campuses ensures that participants gain a first-hand
understanding of the American way of life which will build lasting bonds
of friendship and result in the development of peaceful and constructive
relations between their nations and the United States.

Specific objectives of the NESA UGRAD Program are:

1. To provide a meaningful exchange experience at a U.S. host institution
to a diverse group of emerging student leaders from underrepresented
sectors:of the region;

2. To enroll them as full-time students in a non-degree field of study;
3. To provide them with opportunities to understand America and
Americans inside and outside the classroom;

4. To equip them with academic skills and study habits required for
achieving success and implementing change in their home countries;

5. To enrich their experience with activities that enhance their education,
including cultural presentations to others, 20 hours of community
service, and an internship linked to their field of study;

6. To provide Americans with the opportunity to learn about the Near
East and South Asia.

Scope of Program
For the Academic Year 2008-09 the NESA UGRAD Program expects to
place approximately 150 participants from the Near East and South
Asia at US. host institutions for one semester or one academic year.
Contact Information:
Sandra O'Reilly
Director
Email: slo5@georgetown.edu
Sarah Belanger
Senior Program Coordinator
Email: scba6@georgetown.edu
Ami Frey
Program Coordinator
Email: ajf47@georgetown.edu

Website: http:lwww8.georgetown.edufcenters/cied/nesa/
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“Your guide to attractions, culture and history
within the 50 states of the United States in
_ fghronologlcal order of admission to the Union”
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(AP Photo)

Admission to Union December 7 1781 (the 1st State)

(ed) 178157 Badedrit Lo

Capital Dover U35 y,gub
Population Approximately 873,000 (2008 estimate) (L .10 2008) 873,000(, St T
State Flag State Seal /;’J://&/

Delaware is a state located on the Atlantic Coast in the Mid-Atlantic
region of the United States. The state takes its name from Thomas
West, 3rd Baron De La Warr, a British nobleman and Virginia's first
colonial governor, after whom (what is now called) Cape Henlopen
was originally named. Delaware is divided into three counties: New
Castle, Kent, and Sussex. It is the second smallest state. Its population
is raked number 45th in the nation but the state is ranked 6th in

Typical Shops in Lewes, Delaware

population density. Today, Delaware is a farming and industrial state.
At one time the center of this country’s flour industry, it is today the
leading producer of chemicals in the United States and, because of its
corporate laws, more corporations are headquartered in Delaware than
in any other state.

The "First State” offers hundreds of exciting and stimulating attractions.
Compact but diverse, Delaware has rolling, forested hills in the north,
stretches of bare sand dunes in the south and miles upon miles of
marsh along the cost. While Delaware has no places designated as
national parks, national seashores, national battlefields, national
memorials, or national monuments, it does have several museums,
wildlife refuges, parks, houses, lighthouses, and other historic places.
Delaware also boasts the longest twin span suspension bridge in the
world, the Delaware Memorial Bridge.

Attractions:

Rehoboth Beach, Delaware: The "nation’s summer capital” got its
nickname by being a favorite with Washington diplomats and legislators.
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Delaware Memorial Bridge

& Tl
Rehoboth Beach, De

laware

A 2 1/2-hour drive from Washington, DC, the largest summer
resort in Delaware began as a spot for camp meetings amid
sweet-smelling pine groves. In the 1920s, real estate boomed,
triggering Rehoboth Beach's rebirth as a resort town with a
variety of accommodations, shopping areas, and eateries.
Deep sea and freshwater fishing, sailing, swimming, and biking
and strolling along cherry tree-lined Rehoboth Avenue have
kept it a favorite retreat from Washington's summer heat.

Lewes, Delaware: Lewes has been home base to Delaware
Bay pirates for 300 years. Weather-beaten, cypress-shingled
houses still line the streets where pirates plundered and
Captain Kidd bargained away his loot. The treacherous
sandbars outside the harbor have claimed their share of ships,
and stories of sunken treasures have circulated for centuries.
Some buildings show scars from cannonballs that hit their
mark when the British bombarded Lewes in the War of 1812.
Traces of the original stockade were discovered in 1964.

Delaware is home to several
festivals, fairs, and events. Some
of the more notable festivals
are the Riverfest held in Seaford,
the  World  Championship
Punkin Chunkin held at various
locations throughout the county
since 1986, the Rehoboth
Beach Chocolate Festival, the
Bethany Beach Jazz Funeral to
mark the end of summer, the
Apple Scrapple Festival held
in Bridgeville, the Rehoboth
Beach Jazz Festival, the Sea
Witch Halloween Festival and Parade in Rehoboth Beach,
the Rehoboth Beach Independent Film Festival the Nanticoke
Indian Pow Wow in Oak Orchard, and the Return Day Parade
held after every election in Georgetown.

When deciding where to vacation during your time in the
United States, consider a trip to the “First State” Delaware
holds a wealth of historical, cultural and natural wonders
waiting to be explored.
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. Helping the People of Pakistan
at a t lm 6 one community at a time
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Remote Pakistani Villages Hit by
Quake Continue to Rebuild and Fight
Food Crisis

The Mansehra District on the eastern edge of Paki-
= stan's remote North West Frontier Province (NWFP)
possesses remarkable natural beauty: rolling moun-
tains, meandering rivers and shimmering lakes. Three
years ago, that serenity was shattered when a 76
magnitude earthquake shook northern Pakistan, killing
over 73,000 and leaving 2.8 million homeless.

The US. response was immediate and massive. With-
in 48 hours of the earthquake, the first CH-47 Chi-
nook helicopters arrived from Afghanistan to ferry
relief supplies to people trapped in near inaccessible
pockets of the province. US. government assistance
focused on immediate humanitarian needs, providing
emergency shelter, relief supplies, and medical help.
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Since the earthquake USAID's
$200 miliion Earthquake Re-
construction Program has been
helping to rebuild destroyed
and damaged structures, cre-
ate jobs, improve the regions'
persistently poor health care
systems, and increase school
enroliment for girls. To improve
education, the program has re-
built four schools in Mansehra
District and an aaditional 10
are currently being constructed.
USAID is also training district

education officials, teachers, and parents to improve the quality

of classroom instruction.

Today, the Mansehra District faces another daunting challenge:
high food prices. It is one of 12 districts in NWFP and Bal-
uchistan Province classified as food insecure by the World Food
Program (WFP). In early September, USAID signed an agreement
to provide WFP with $84 million to purchase and deliver food aid
to 2,922 elementary schools in severely food-insecure districts.
Under this program, each family sending its children to a school
receives a 50 kilogram bag of wheat, and each student gets a tin
of vegetable oil. These "take home" rations serve as an incen-
tive to the families to keep their children in school during these

economically difficult times.

The effort is boosting school enroliment in Mansehra, and the
other targeted districts. WFP reports that throughout Pakistan
enrollment in participating schools has doubled overall and tri-

pled for girls.
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January 26, 2009

Peshawar - Anne W. Patterson, U.S. Ambassador to Pakistan, hand- S u C C 6 SS

ed over 32400 packets of high nutrient biscuits to the Commission at a l ime
of Afghan Refugees to be distributed to families at the Kacha Ghari
Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) camp. The donation, made in col-
laboration with VITA, Pakistan Limited, a Lahore-based company, is
intended to nutritionally supplement and benefit children aged three
to seven. Ambassador Patterson noted that early on in the crisis,
the US. Government contributed over $10 million for immediate
relief efforts, including support for international relief programs. In
addition, the U.S. Government has set aside approximately $10 mil-
lion for redevelopment in Bajaur to assist IDPs as they return to
their homes.

The US. Government will continue to provide other assistance to
affected populations and is implementing emergency shelter, health,
nutrition, livelihoods, protection, water, sanitation and hygiene pro-
grams as well as continuing to pro-
vide humanitarian coordination and
distribution of emergency supplies.

The ceremony was also attended

by Lynne Tracy, Principal Officer, U.S.
Consulate; Edward Birgells, Director,
FATA Development Program, USAID
Pakistan; and Andrea Tracy, Emer
gency Disaster Response Coordi-
nator for USAID Office of Foreign
Disaster Assistance/Pakistan.
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Book Title: Dreams from My Father
Author: Barack Obama
Publishing:  Three Rivers Press
(August 10, 2004),
Pages 480, ISBN 978-1400082773

Description: Obama argues with himself on
almost every page of this lively autobiographical
conversation. He gets you to agree with him,
and then he brings in a counter narrative that
seems just as convincing. Son of a white
American mother and of a black Kenyan father
whom he never knew, Obama grew up mainly
in Hawail. After college, he worked for three
years as a community organizer on Chicago's
South Side. Then, finally, he went to Kenya, to
find the world of his dead father, his "authentic”
self. Will the truth set you free, Obama asks?
Or will it disappoint? Both, it seems. His search
for himself as a black American is rooted in the
particulars of his daily life; it also reads like a
wry commentary about all of us. He dismisses
stereotypes of the “tragic mulatto” and
then shows how much we are all caught between messy
contradictions and disparate communities. He discovers
that Kenya has 400 different tribes, each of them with
stereotypes of the others. Obama is candid about racism
and poverty and corruption, in Chicago and in Kenya. Yet he
does find community and authenticity, not in any romantic
cliché, but with "honest, decent men and women who have
attainable ambitions and the determination to see them
through!'

Location: LINCOLN CORNER ISLAMABAD

Inaugurated on June 5, 2006 Lincoln Corner Islamabad is
located in the central library of the International Islamic
University Islamabad. It promotes friendship between the
United States and Pakistan through multimedia resources,
English language materials, information about studying in
the U.S., cultural activities, and lectures on topics of interest
to the people of Islamabad. Books, magazines, access to
computers, internet, web-cam and DVDs offer a "window
on America” and its people, history, society, geography,
government, and popular culture. This Corner is a place to
read about America and to exchange views and opinions
with Americans living in or visiting Pakistan.

Central Library, International Islamic University
H-10, Islamabad

Phone: 051-9257996

Fax: 051-9258054

Website: http:ffiiu.edu.pk/lc/

E-mail: Icislamabad@gmail.com

Thre ¢1 New

Dreams from

My Father
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Earthquake!

On October 8, 2005 an earthquake with a
magnitude of 76 jolted the northern part
of Pakistan destroying houses, schools,
hospitals, roads and bridges. Over 74,000
people were killed and hundreds of
thousands were injured.

Many countries rushed assistance to the
guake zone and since then, aid agencies
have been working with the Government
of Pakistan to ‘ouild back better’ The
government is using this disaster as

an opportunity to improve design and
construction and be better prepared for
the future in a number of ways.

One of the projects to help is by the
United States Agency for International
Development (USAID). It is the Pakistan
Earthquake Reconstruction and Recovery
Program (PERRP), which is carried out

by CDM, an American engineering

and construction firm. CDM hires and
supervises local contractors to design and
build schools and Basic Health Units (BHUS)
in Azad Jammu Kashmir {AJK} and schools
in the North West Frontier Province
(NWFP). The project so far plans to build
15 BHUs, 1 hospital and 53 schools and at
the beginning of 2009 a total of 35 sites
are under construction with the others in
preparation stages. All these buildings are
earthquake resistant.

New Schools with Libraries

Schools being built by the project are from
nursery, to primary, middle, high and inter-
college levels with each school having
several classrooms and a library. Before
the quake most schools had no library
books or the books also were destroyed
in the quake.

The Library Challenge

As part of this project emphasis on
community participation communities have
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been led to start a School Management Committees (SMCs) which helps
the project and schoal. Recently the project has given the SMC the ‘Library
Challenge': if the SMCs find at least one book per student, the project will
also find at least one book per student. The SMCs have enthusiastically
accepted this unusual challenge and will find books. The project will also
get books donated and raise money to buy books.

Photos: Left: destroyed Jabbori school with rubble cleared. Right: studying
in open air at collapsed Koteri Najum Khan school.

Who are the Students?

The schools being built in this project are government schools attended by
children from some of the poorest families. The number of boys and girls
in these schoals is roughly equal. The total number is about 14,000.

Numbers Qf qu_ks Neede_q

To match the SMC challenge agreed (see over), the project will need to
find at least 14,000 suitable books!

Suitable Books:

*

Useful for students from nursery, to primary, middle, high school or
inter-college level

* Urdu preferred but English very welcome. (Students start studying
English in 5th class).

*  New or used (but if used, please only books in excellent condition
Books with lots of photos, drawings, pictures

General knowledge subjects are most suitable (see below for ideas)
Urdu fiction for young readers also most welcome

*
*

*

Thaﬂk you but N(_J:_

English novels
Computer books
Academic, advanced or very specialized topics
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University text books

Political books

Catalogues

Damaged books

Books with content that might be culturally inappropriate

How You Can Help

Volunteer:

o Host an event or location to get donations
° Ask family, friends to contribute

Donate:

° books

. cash to buy books

More Infoimation? Contributions?

Contact:  Library Challenge Committee
Community Liaison

CDM, Islamabad, Pakistan
Email Address
thomasjm@cdm.com

Ideas for General Knowledge Books
(young reader level)

health, science, art, crafts, weather, dictionaries, geography,
alphabet books, picture books, flowers, atlases, history, learning
English, stories, water, encyclopedias, environment, nature, poems,
fairy tales, reference books, sports, nursery rhymes, joke books,
buildings, transport, Islamic studies, Kashmir, Pakistan, Urdu fiction,
games, other countries, animals, National Geographicmagazines

Thank you from all the students!
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Ask

the Consul

“Your chance to ask the Consul General
at the US Embassy, Islamabad your visa
related questions”

Exactly what is a nonimmigrant visa?

If you're a citizen of a foreign country, in most cases you'll need a visa
to visit the United States. Nonimmigrant visas are for people with per-
manent residence outside the :

US. who wish to go to the
US. on a temporary basis for
tourism, medical treatment,
business, temporary work or
study.

Avisadoesn't guarantee entry &
to the US. A visa allows you
to travel to the United States
as far as the port of entry.
Only the immigration officer
at the port of entry has the
authority to permit you to
enter the United States. He
or she decides how long you
can stay for any particular
visit. Immigration matters are the responsiility of the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security.

| want to study in the US - can | use my visit visa?

No. There are more than 20 types of visas for people visiting the United
States temporarily. The type of visa you need is determined by the pur-
pose of your intended travel. Tourists or businessmen making temporary
trips to the US. usually need a B1/B2 visa. Students taking academic
courses at most universities usually need an F1 visa. Full details can be
found on the Embassy website www.islamabad.usembassy.gov

How soon should | apply for my visa?

You should apply for your visa as soon as possible. We recommend that
you apply at least three months in advance of your intended travel date.
Full instructions on how to apply for a nonimmigrant visa can be found
at www.islamabad.usembassy.gov

How many visas to the US are issued each year to citizens
of Pakistan?

32,666 nonimmigrant visas were issued to citizens of Pakistan in 2008.

To see your questions featured in this monthly column please write
to paknivinfo@state.gov with the subject line “Ask the Consul’
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Witnessing History -~ Inauguration 2009
Every four years America renews its system of government with the inauguration of a new president. This year, a record number

of Americans braved freezing temperatures to celebrate the inauguration of the 44th president of the United States, Barack
Obama, on the National Mall and across America.

(Source:http:/fwww.america.gov/multimedia/video.html?videold=8789243001 )

The History of Presidential Campaigns

A professor from George Washington University traces the U.S.
presidential nominating process and the impact of new modes of
transportation as well as radio, television, Internet and video.

a.gov/multimedia/video.
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