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A group of children play under the shade of atreein a
park in Manila as they pass their time while they wait
for their parents who attend to their stores nearby.
Working parents who have put up small businesses,
bring their kids with them as no one are left to attend
to them. (AP Photo/Pat Roque)
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Polish children play in a ball pit at an exhibition for
children in Warsaw, Poland. Authorities set up a large
tent in downtown Warsaw with toys for children.

( AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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In this issue, we highlight one of the world’s most valuable
resources — young people. Over 27 percent of the world’s popu-
lation is under the age of 14 and meeting their social, economi-
cal, health and educational needs is key to insuring a viable
future for our planet. We celebrate the world’s youth by exam-
ining not only what we can all do for them, but what they are
doing for themselves.

On July 4th, the United States marked its 233rd year of inde-
pendence — and we invite you to celebrate this occasion with
us through a collection of photographs highlight events held at
our Embassy in Islamabad and Consulates throughout Paki-
stan . Meanwhile, at our annual Pre-departure Orientation, we
also said farewell to a group of 154 Pakistani Fulbright scholars
who will be begin their study toward advanced degrees in the
United States.

Among our regular features is a journey a stop in the state of
Massachusetts, a “Book of the Month” that tackles important
issues facing American Youth, and a challenge for you to “Seize
the Opportunity “ by explaining the ways in which you can
benefit from study abroad in the United States.

Finally, the Fall season is widely hailed as a time of change
-- and we at Khabr-O-Nazar are likewise undergoing change.
With my assignment in Pakistan completed, your next issue
will introduce my successor, Richard Snelsire, as the magazine’s
new Editor-in-Chief. It has been both a gratifying — and chal-
lenging — year for all of us. Over the last 12 months we have
launched a complete redesign of the magazine in the hopes
that it would become more informative, entertaining, and ul-
timately useful for you, our loyal readers. I know that this pro-
cess of evolution will continue with the talented and dedicated
staff that brings you this magazine every month. To them, I
am grateful for the many hours and comraderie spent in brain-
storming meetings, marathon editing sessions, and design re-
views. But most of all, I am grateful to all of you — our readers
~ for the many emails and letters offering your suggestions,
your ideas, stories about your lives, and your overall feedback.
Thank you for allowing us to be part of your lives every month
and for being part of ours. Best wishes in all your endeavors
and may all of you reach your goals.

o T

Lou Fintor

Editor-in-Chief and Press Attaché
US Embassy Islamabad

E -mail: infoisb@state.gov

Website: http//Islamabad.usembassy.gov
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“Responses from our readers”

The way President Obama has addvessed the Muslim
world (Kbhabr-o-Nazar, 7u(17] and tried to 5ri&/ﬂe the
qap between the United States and the Muslims across
the world is commendable. 9 ﬁo/)e that his yﬁeecé will
cerz‘ain{y remove misconceplions and a/)preﬁemiam'
among the Muslims about the U.S,, and it wi///’mue way
for mutual umfmfam/inﬂ between the United States and
Muslim countries. Another salient feature of this edition
was the informative articles and pictures ahout the U.S,
in/e/)enz/ence /ay, Those nations who won freedom
fﬁrm{gé tremendous sacrifices, a/wayr celehrate their
inafepem/ence //ﬂyy with zeal and zest. And such nations
are oerfm’n@ ﬁ'w’nj nations,  The American nation is
without doubt a live nation. 9 salute them.

Nfz/'eaéu//aﬁ
District Tank

9 extend felicitation to the United States and its eoﬁ/e
on their im/epen/ﬁenca day,  We look forward f/:u‘ the
U, will, p/a piuot‘a/ role for the prosperity and [rogress
of small anj foor countries. The /J/;aufiﬁl/ picture of
firswork at the Capitol Hill in Washington in the July

issue was very impressive. President Ohama's addvess that

Khabr Chat S;:\

he made at the Cairo '(/m'w}rrif in Eﬂ/ﬂ‘ demonstrates

his /70/1'{7‘0&:/ acumen. His y/m'cZ was commended here in
Pakistan foo.

M. Qadeer Raja

Wlamabad

Khahr-o-Nazar is an  informative and  beautiful
combination of Urdu and Enﬁﬁ'xﬁ /anﬂuﬂ es. This is
the time when we need p/af/arm to join [Zrm@ to work
as qoodwill ambassadors to remove mb’concepliom’ @
inifiafirig /ﬁ'ﬂfaﬂuex, @h@éfmj re@fon Yslam and its
ideals oj[Jwﬁce, tolerance and peace. This magazine is
one of the ‘gaa/ exﬂmpﬁy of fresenting frue picture of
relationshi
as a cafaé)ﬁ o yfrenﬂféen frienﬁé'ﬁip between TJaéiylhn
and the United States of America.

Yaved Akhtar Khaskheli
Badin

between the two countries, and it is workin
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LookingirANSwers

“Looking for answers” gives our readers a voice to &k ok, /:’uﬁf'/"@'/ﬁ'v/i;/?abﬁfﬁu lfuf /G’;/h"uiu"tﬁ,!ﬁ“
comment and share their views on myriad topics that are e ,., - 4 ; s g8

shaping our world. Each edition of “Looking for Answers" oL c?.iﬁu.fo/k“/pug.)_/d/..«//d/.l.;)dmﬁ‘ab/f'/df(
poses a question to you (our readers) and invites you A K ls 2 J/:Ju,ﬂf/i}vg ST L/J'!’-ﬁc

to share your thoughts with us in short essay form. All y oo SO, L . '
submissions will be reviewed by the Public Affairs Section PR I SlE R gL 1040 o VA PR e/

of the US. Embassy. Two “monthly winners” will be Sl goha el R o Fe i1 - /
I S > 1§ & Fe f . =
chosen and have their essays published in the subsequent o T Py 2o S tr™ L 132050l 1€

edition of Khabr-o-Nazar. Winners will also receive a Lrilfie b Sl 25 2 JLLa Jé@u?,gdﬁd/
prize from the Public Affairs Section. Along with the two s T X A T
monthly winners, three "Honorable mentions” will receive Ui‘”"/"KZ-l?%/}kffgutb”ﬁ‘}bw'ﬁ/”“évﬁwﬁb KLL?

certificates. iy d% uf/le Bl

The following are the official guidelines for essay Sar— . .

submissions: (Ut Wil ) el ZX gl
m Essays should not exceed 250 words ~"¢:.lgtﬂd-7d’}’”&/'<'—5w"’dlﬂ’j'u/” [

m All essay submissions must be sent electronically to {_,ﬁ_ﬂ;,g/)_,& infoisb@state.gov,g/jﬁ u‘fdvu:wru" [
infoisb@state.gov or via mail

m All essays must focus on the question presented in / . . B - -
the most current edition of "Looking for Answers" “SLeLy s A Sl Fr g S e So s Wl m
B Deadline for submission of essays is the 25th of every Lf;/bZ SJ &/.@/ b }'TJ S_wlrore o

month.
m All submissions must include the submitter's complete Crlmz, KP’L/E’V/U”(}: ity EHur L Utwrl} "
name, telephone number and home or work address.

<‘Ld/5/""
m Essays will be published in the forthcoming editions P . o e
of Khabr-o-Nazar. LU LU T f ft e
m Winner will receive a prize mailed to their indicated K E Sy LS f u
address. '
Question 0 55
10N Month | J | Gl s ots
What are some of the major S92 5L S S Sae
challenges facing Pakistani youth in s .
the 21st century? ?U.?"'—U’KU’KJL”“—"/M‘%%’U’

Khabr-0-Nazar \ 5



Winning Article

Who is/are your
favorite

Pakistani

musician(s)
and what effect has this

person or group had on
Pakistani Culture?

By Amir Aziz
Lahore

It is said that music is the food for soul. We can debate the
veracity of this statement. But t is a universal truth that music
has no borders, no language, no religion and no country. Music
enters the heart, and brings the soul of a listener to an ethereal
world of his or her own imagination.

Many musicians have played their part in promoting music in
Pakistan but two personalities stand tall among them and have
given rise to a soft and gentle feeling beyond violence. First
and the most important personality is late Madam Noor Jehan
whose voice not only captured hearts of the people but gave a
new dimension to the society. She entered the music industry
at a time when women were looked down upon for being in
the music field. But Madam Noor Jehan represented Pakistani
womenfolk and encouraged other women to enter into this
field. Patriotic and national songs sung by her gave a message
of patriotism to young Pakistanis.

Second person is Igbal Bano. She also gave life to this art at
a time when music was thought to be improper and indecent.
Igbal Bano gave Pakistani society a humane and revolutionary
thinking through her voice and poetry of revolutionary poets.
She sang a poem by late Faiz Ahmad Faiz “ab takht giraey jaen
gey aur taj uchaley jaen gey” (now rulers will be dethroned, and
crowns will be tossed) in such a way that it turned out to be a
groundbreaking song. Through her music she gave a message to
Pakistanis to stand up for their lawful rights, which is the first
step for the society’s progress.

6 Khabr-0-Nazar
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Winning Article
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Khadim Hussain Subhpoto
Hyderabad

Music is a universal language. It transcends the barriers of
boundaries, language, culture and creed. It unifies people
irrespective of their religion, caste, color and creed.

Abida Perveen is my favorite singer. She belongs to the
upper Sindh, Pakistan. She is a great singer and musician.
She has greatly influenced the culture of Pakistan with
her supreme and incredible performance to promote
spirituality and uphold the truth. She, being citizen of
the country where Sufism, religious, philosophical and
spiritual thoughts are held in great esteem and highly
valued thanks to the religious tendency and mindset of the
people living here, is immensely proud of her abilities to
render great services with the help of her music. Listening
to her canorous, melodious and honeyed voice sends us
in a kind of trance and ecstasy. Her magical, soul-stirring
rendition with truthful voice consolidates or strengthens
our belief that music is indeed a food for soul.

Pakistan is land of saints and Sufis. Spiritualism is
ingrained in the very nature of its people. Abida Perveen
has further increased this passion among people by singing
the thought-provoking, soul-uplifting and spiritual works
of Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai, Baba Bulleh Shah, Shah
Hussain and Sultan Bahoo. The great message of these
saints and Sufis coupled with her supreme and incredibly
mesmerizing voice has successfully inspired and motivated
people to follow the right path, resisting the satanic
temptation and avoiding all kinds of evils and social vices.
She has also sung the ghazals of the great poets like Faiz
Ahmed Faiz with immaculate ease. We all are proud of her
and pray for her longevity, for she is our great asset.
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International Youth Day is an awareness
day designated by the United Nations.
The first IYD was on 12 August 2000. As
with other political awareness days, such
as Earth Day, the purpose of the day is to
draw attention to a given set of cultural
and legal issues surrounding an endangered
demographic. International Youth day is on
August 12 each year. It was designated by |
the United Nations in 1999 by the adoption
of resolution 54/120.

Itismeantasan opportunity for governments
and others to draw attention to youth issues
worldwide. Concerts, workshops, cultural
events, and meetings involving national
and local government officials and youth
organizations are all part of this effort.

Each year an international theme is chosen
the highlights a particular youth issue
which the United Nations encourages all
nations to focus on. The theme for 2009
is “Sustainability: Our Challenge. Our - (AP Photo)
Future”. e

SUSTAINABILITY: OUR CHALLENGE. OUR FUTURE.

Sustainability does not only refer to maintaining environmental balance and renewal. Sustainability encapsulates three facets
of life: the environment, society and the economy. We live our lives in the overlaps and intersections of these facets, and our
actions and attitudes help shape them. Their changing shapes in turn affect the way we are able to live our lives. The negative
effects of unsustainable behavior are not easily contained. As has been proven by the global crises in food, the economy and the
environment, the concept of the global village has gone beyond being a useful analogy to being a hard reality, making clear the
need to adopt a global sense of social responsibility.

e

8 | Khabr-o-Nazar
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(AP Photo)

With these things in mind, as the energizers of today
and the holders of tomorrow, it is imperative that
youth embrace the challenge of sustainability in its
fullness as they help pave the way forward through the
21st century and beyond. Youth action, inclusion, and
their full participation are key to developing today’s
world for the generations of today and tomorrow and
central to a sustainable existence.

WHAT IS HAPPENING AROUND THE
WORLD TO MARK THE DAY

To commemorate the Day, young people (11 to 25)
from all around the world can submit photographs
and drawings to participate in a global photography
competition “Shoot Nations”. A selection of
photographs will be presented to the United Nations
and displayed at UN Headquarters from 3-14 August
in commemoration of International Youth Day. For
more information, please visit http://shootnations.
org or email: hello@shootnations.org.

10 | Khabr-o-Nazar



How you can celebrate the day

Team up! Itis a great opportunity to rally support and get
key actors involved - Governments, non-governmental
organizations, academic institutions, businesses, and

young people - to focus on what has been done to further
the World Program of Action for Youth.

Organize! Hold forums, public discussions and
information campaigns in support of young people
focusing on youth issues and how they can be

addressed.

Celebrate! Plan and organize performances everywhere
to showcase - and celebrate — the fact that youth
contribute to the societies in which they live. Convene
exchanges and dialogues focusing on the rich and varied
skills, interests and aspirations of young people.

Take action! A major focus of the Day is practical action
to further encourage the empowerment and participation
of youth in the processes and decisions that affect their
lives. The media have especially important role to play in
support of the observance of the Day to promote public
awareness of youth issues.

The United Nations Program on Youth is encouraging
youth organizations around the world to host community
barter fairs for International Youth Day. Remember, with
bartering there is no money involved, only pure exchange
of goods and services.

Email us your plans and ideas on how you will be
commemorating International Youth Day in your
country: youth@un.org.

(AP Photo)
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Youth Worldwide Join in Call to
stop Use of Child Soldiers

'Thousands of “red hands” presented to U.N. secretary-general

www.america.gov
By Jane Morse

Staft Writer

Washington — Young people from around the world on
February 12 presented U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon with thousands of symbolic “red hands” to draw
attention to the plight of child soldiers.

Inremarks addressed to youth activists at the event at U.N.headquarters
in New York, the secretary-general said the use of child soldiers is
“one of the most appalling human rights abuses in the world today,”
describing the practice as a violation of international law and the most
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basic standards of human decency.

“The entire United Nations system and I are determined to
stamp out such abuse,” he said.

According to the nongovernmental group Human Rights
Watch, which helped coordinate this year’s Red Hand Day,
youth from 101 countries collected more than 250,000 red
handprints — some on individual pieces of paper; others
on banners — inscribed with personal messages to call for
an end to the use of child soldiers.

"The Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, a nonprofit
group working to stop the recruitment of children in
war, adopted the red hand symbol in 1998 as part of its
worldwide campaign against the use of child soldiers.

Red Hand Day commemorates February 12, 2002, when
the U.N. Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child came into force. This optional protocol
prohibits the forced recruitment or use of children under
the age of 18 in armed conflict. Although 126 countries
ratified the treaty, child soldiers still are being used in 15
countries or territories, including some that have ratified
the treaty.

An estimated 200,000 to 300,000 children under the
age of 18 are serving as soldiers for both rebel groups
and government forces in armed conflicts. According to
Human Rights Watch, these include children in Burma,
Chad, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), India,
Rwanda, Sri Lanka, Sudan and Uganda — countries whose
governments signed the treaty but still use children in their
armed forces or support armed groups that recruit children
in their territories or neighboring states.

In the eastern DRC, according to Human Rights Watch,
child soldier recruitment has increased dramatically since
hostilities escalated in August 2008. DRC children in the
regions of Uvira and Gama collected more than 7,000 red
handprints for this year’s effort to end what the International

Labour Organization has called one of the “worst forms of
child labor.”

YOUTH AIDING YOUTH

The Red Hand Day Campaign, an initiative of the Coalition
to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, encourages young people
to organize events to highlight the continued use of child
soldiers. Activities include marches, petition drives, special
exhibitions, public awareness programs at schools and
presentations of red hands to member of legislative bodies.

In California, for example, students asked city councils to
adopt a resolution declaring February 12 Red Hand Day. In
Belgium, activists presented red hands to Belgian Minister

14 | Khabr-o-Nazar

An estimated 200,000 to

300,000 children under

the age of 18 are serving as
soldiers for both rebel groups
and government forces in
armed conflicts.
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of Foreign Affairs Karel De Gucht at a special event at
the Palais des Académies in Brussels.

Among the goals of the campaign are:

* Universal ratification and enforcement of the U.N.
optional protocol;

* Stronger U.N. action against governments and armed
groups using child soldiers;

* Prosecution of military leaders who recruit or use
child soldiers; and,

Increased support for the rehabilitation and
reintegration of former child soldiers.

US. EFFORTS

'The U.S. Department of Labor has invested more than
$20 million for projects that specifically address child
soldiersin Colombia, DRC,Liberia, Nepal, Sierra Leone
and Uganda. It also funds an additional 14 projects to
educate children and protect them from exploitation
in countries recovering from armed conflict or in post-
conflict situations.

The US. Agency for International Development
(USAID) has contributed more than $10 million
over the past several years toward the demobilization
and reintegration of child combatants into their
communities. In 2008, the State Department’s Bureau
of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor (DRL) funded
two grants totaling nearly $1 million for child soldier
programs in Burundi, focusing on girl child soldiers.
The bureau expects to fund additional programs in
other regions of the world.

In October 2008, then-President Bush signed into law
the Child Soldiers Accountability Act, which makes
it a federal crime knowingly to recruit or use soldiers
under the age of 15. ‘The act permits the United States
to prosecute any individual on U.S. soil for the offense,
even if the children were recruited or served as soldiers
outside the United States.

In December 2008, Bush also signed into law the Child
Soldier Prevention Act, which prohibits U.S. military

assistance to countries that use or recruit child soldiers.
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Independence Day
celebrations

$3 prs-..-l

Ambassador Anne W. Patterson hosted U.S.
Embassy Islamabad’s Independence Day
celebration at her residence on July 3rd. More
than 300 guests attended the reception including
Pakistan’s President, diplomats, provincial and
local Pakistani government officials, military
leaders, members of international organizations,
academics, religious leaders, and members of
civil society.

16 | Khabr-o-Nazar



Guests where greeted by an exhibit of the
50 state flags of the United States and a
display of the special “U.S. Independence
Day” edition of the Embassy’s Khabr-o-
Nazar magazine. Throughout the evening,
the rhythmic sounds of Jazz filled the air,
thanks to a performance by the Ari Roland
Jazz Quartet. After the singing of the
American and Pakistani national anthems,
Ambassador Patterson welcomed guests
and introduced the special guest of honor,
President Asif Ali Zardari.
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Karachi: U.S. Consul General in Karachi Stephen G. Fakan hosted the 233rd Independence Day
celebration of the United States of America at his residence in Karachi. In his welcome remarks, Consul
General Fakan thanked guests for attending the event and stressed US government’s pledge to continue
strong and deep bilateral relations between United States of American and Pakistan.

‘The occasion was graced with the special presence of Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah, Acting
Governor and Speaker Sindh Assembly Nisar Ahmad Khuhro. Politicians, diplomats, journalists, media
tycoons, leaders of business community, members of parliament, artists, and academicians also attended

the reception.

An early evening reception was

. followed by a Jazz concert for the

guests. The Ari Roland Jazz Quartet
had traveled from United States to
conduct some local workshops on Jazz
and was the highlight of the evening.

The Quartet played for about 20

minutes and then fused with Pakistan’s

noted composers and musicians led by
Ustad Nafees Ahmad Khan on sitar

. and Ustad Bashir Khan on Tabla.

Everyone agreed the music and the
camaraderie of the evening was a
special treat.
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Lahore: On the evening of July 3, 2009, Principal Officer Bryan Hunt hosted the US Consulate
Lahore’s official Independence Day reception at his residence. Approximately 450 guests attended,
including provincial and local government officials, businessmen and women, academics, religious
leaders, honorary consuls, law and enforcement officials and members of civil society. Throughout
the evening, music was performed by both a local jazz trio and a visiting American jazz quartet.
Principal Officer Hunt gave the
official remarks, followed by the
Government of the Punjab response
by Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif.
After the remarks, a representative of
the US-Pakistan Business Council
presented Principal Officer Hunt
with a small token of appreciation, ¥
and guests were invited to listen toa
special musical set by the American
jazz quartet.
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PARistAni-American Friends M}J

_. J| ,-"II fr'lr ; / . | 1)
| 1/ I




Interest in performing arts and music continues to be strong in Pakistan
despite efforts by some to stifle the creative spirit. The United States
recognizes the importance of music in the cultural fabric of the country
and the value of direct contact with music professionals of international
repute. With this consideration, the U.S. Embassy organized a visit of
the Ari Roland Jazz Quartet to Pakistan from June 28th to July 5th to
perform in Karachi, Islamabad and Lahore. With concerts and music
workshops, the U.S. Embassy seeks to foster mutual understanding and
create goodwill through cultural dialogue.
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On July 1st, 2009 the U.S.
Embassy in Islamabad
organized a concert to
showcase American jazz
in fusion with Pakistani
music -at the Pakistan
National Council of Arts
(PNCA) auditorium. The
quartet was teamed with
classic Pakistani artists to
integrate jazz influences
with inflections of rhythms
and melodies from
Pakistani classic music.
The standing-room only
auditoriumandenthusiastic
audience  proved  that
even when Pakistan is
threatened by militants and
art-haters you cannot stop
the human spirit from its
natural desire to listen to
musicians practicing their
craft and that the people of
Pakistan are not going to
be party to the ideology of hate and repression.

At the end of the concert Naeem Tahir, Director General
of PNCA commented “Almost 45 years ago Louis
Armstrong came to Lahore and we had a big successful
concert and we have now this concert in Islamabad and
I am puzzled which one is the best.” A loud applause
with full of joy and spontaneity proved that inventive
musical minds can knit people in an inescapable network
of mutuality tied in a single garment of destiny.
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An Interview with
Secretary of State

Hillary Rodham Clinton

by Anwar Igbal of Dawn Television

July 16, 2009Washington, D.C.
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(EXCERPTS) i1

QUESTION: So I have to get it going — very brief because I know you don't

have that much time.

SECRETARY CLINTON: Thank you.
QUESTION: So ity about your visit to India.
SECRETARY CLINTON: Mm-hmm.

QUESTION: Are you going with an initiative for restarting the India-
Pakistan talks? .
SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, I'm going with the hope that has
been ignited in the last weeks that India and Pakistan will pursue a
dialogue again, and it was a very promising meeting between Prime
Minister Gillani and Prime Minister Singh, the follow-on meeting
between Prime Minister Singh and President Zardari, which
suggests that there is an interest and a seriousness on the part of
both governments in trying to work toward resolution of some of the
longstanding differences.

I have always believed, and you may have heard me say in many
meetings of my friends in the Pakistani and American community,
that Pakistan’s future is unlimited. The potential for economic growth
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and for influence in the region is, in my view, as great as any country’s.
But there has to be a commitment to trying to focus on the internal
developments of Pakistan, and that requires dealing with and trying to
resolve some of the outstanding concerns.

QUESTION: Whenever somebody says that they would want India to
play a leading role in the region, and you said that this week, the Pakistanis
Jear that perhaps it would translate to a subservient role for Pakistan and
will lead to bullying by Afghanistan. How would you allay these fears?

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, that is certainly not at all what is
intended. I think that what we see now in the region is a very courageous,
sustained effort by Pakistan against the internal miscreants, those who
would destabilize the Pakistani Government and democracy, who kill
innocent people, who are — they are not at all part of Pakistan’s future.

And so what Pakistan is doing is, in my view, very important, as
Pakistan tries to stabilize your democracy so that you can build on
development. Actual economic development was going well. 'There
were a lot of positive steps. And some of the government’s policies
are working out well. There seems to be a growing acceptance of how
Pakistan is doing with the global economic recession. But the constant
threat from the internal terrorists is one that has to be dealt with in
order for Pakistan to grow and flourish.

So I see what is happening in Pakistan as a necessary set of steps to
get Pakistan to the point where the future is unlimited. With India,
think India has had steady growth. "They’ve had a very clear set of goals
that they’ve been able to pursue because they are a largely stable and
internally secure country now. That’s what I want to see for Pakistan.
And then I think you can be in a friendly competition for jobs and for
prosperity and for growth and for education statistics.

QUESTION: Now, the anti-Americanism in Pakistan. We know that both
governments are committed to ﬁ;({f'fin g terrorism, and there is a realization
in Pakistan too— that this is a war that they need to win. But this somehow
does not convey to the peaple there. They don't trust the US and still have a
lot anti-American feelings. So how do you overcome this problem?

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, I hope that more and more
people in Pakistan understand that President Obama and I have no
other interest than providing assistance to the Pakistani people, and,
increasingly, Americans — not just the Pakistani Americans, but other
Americans want to help the people of Pakistan. We are not in any way
making decisions, interfering or dictating. "That is not our intent at all.
But we want to be helpful because we see this courageous fight that you
are waging. We know how hard it is because we are fighting the same
enemy. We have been attacked. We know what that means.

We also see how the vast majority of Pakistanis just want a better life
for themselves and their children. So if we can be helpful in helping to
provide schools or textbooks or health programs and physicians, nurses,
things that will actually help improve the daily lives of the people of
Pakistan, that’s what we are interested in doing.

QUESTION: You once said that America too — made mistakes in Pakistan.
What were those mistakes and how would you avoid them?

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, I think that if you go back and

look at the history between the United States and Pakistan, we were
not always as sensitive or understanding of the needs of the Pakistani
people. We were not always constant in our support and our friendship
for Pakistan. We encouraged Pakistan to create the forces that fought
against the Soviet Union occupation in Afghanistan and then left you
to deal with the aftermath. So it’s been, I would argue, a relationship
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Our goal now is to be there as a
constant friend and a country that
Pakistan, not just the government, but
the people can rely on to build up more
trust and understanding between us
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that hasn’t been as constant and as effective as we would want it to be.

Now, we will continue to make mistakes. I mean, we are just human
beings; we know that. But we want to be as honest in admitting them
as possible, learning from them, and then trying to move forward. We
weren't as supportive of Pakistan’s democracy as we could have and
should have been in the past.

But our goal now is to be there as a constant friend and a country that
Pakistan, not just the government, but the people can rely on to build
up more trust and understanding between us, and to be of assistance
when asked by Pakistan.

QUESTION: Yesterday, you said in your speech that there
Taliban in Afghanistan, I mean, you didn't use the word, good Taliban, but
indicated that. Are there good T Wiban in Pak

was some good

cistan and can they be engaged

tog?

SECRETARY CLINTON: I think that would be up to the Pakistani
Government to determine, but it does seem to us that people get caught
up in these organizations, sometimes because they’re paid, sometimes
because they’re intimidated, sometimes because they think there is —
that they mean something other than what they do. And for those
who are willing to put down arms against the Pakistani Government,
who are willing to renounce violence and try to work to achieve a better
life for themselves in connection with the democracy that Pakistan is,
I certainly think that it would be appropriate for Pakistan to consider
that.

But I am reminded that Pakistan did try that. Pakistan tried to, in a
very open way, reach an agreement with the Taliban and their related
organization. And I'm told they didnt keep it. I mean, they didnt
abide by it. They resumed their aggressive behavior, their violence,
their terrorism. So I think that it’s up to the Pakistani Government, of
course, to decide what’s appropriate for Pakistan.

{ )1’ JESTION:

EC {]

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, it certainly should be on the agenda

of discussion between India and Pakistan.
QUESTION: Thank you very much.

SECRETARY CLINTON: Thank you. It was good to talk to you.
"Thank you.

So Kashmir s still seen as a
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USEFP holds
Pre-departure Orientation for

departing Fulbright grantees

a4

IS

OIS | b SR I ORY BN

p';bgﬁ@kﬂ&%

The United States Educational
Foundation in Pakistan (USEFP)
held its annual Pre-departure
Orientation in Islamabad on June
17-18, 2009. The two day session
was held at Margala Hotel and at
the Higher Education Commission
(HEC) Auditorium and was
attended by 154 Fulbrighters
who will be departing to study
for Masters or PhD degrees
in 2009. Under the Fulbright/
USAID Masters Program and the
Fulbright HEC/USAID PhD
Program, grantees will be attending
universities all over the United
States. All disciplines are eligible
(apart from clinical medicine)
and the 2009 Fulbright advanced
degree cohort represents a wide range of academic disciplines,
including 39 grantees in Social Sciences, 21 in Engineering ,
another 21 in Business, 19 in Basic Sciences, 18 in Humanities, 6
in Education, 14 in Fine Arts, 10 in disciplines related to Health,
and 6 in Computer Sciences. Six Foreign Language Teaching
Assistant (FLTA) awardees also attended.

The second day of the event was hosted by the HEC. U.S.
Ambassador Anne Patterson, was the guest of honor along
with Ms. Shahnaz Wazir Ali, Advisor to the Prime Minister
of Pakistan on Social Sector Affairs. The gathering was also
addressed by Dr. Sohail Naqvi, Executive Director, HEC and Dr.
Grace Clark, Executive Director, USEFP. Ambassador Patterson
spoke about the importance of the Fulbright mission, to promote
mutual understanding between the people of the United States
and the people of Pakistan through educational and cultural
exchange. Ms. Shahnaz Wazir Ali spoke about the important role
the grantees will play in Pakistan’s development when they return
with their degrees from the U.S.

The Fulbright Program is administered by the United States
Educational Foundation in Pakistan. USEFP was established
in 1950 by the Governments of Pakistan and the United States
and is one of 51 ‘Fulbright Commissions’ located throughout
the world. The first group of Pakistani Fulbrighters travelled to
the U.S. in 1951 and in 1952, the first American Fulbrighters
visited Pakistan. The Fulbright program in Pakistan is currently
the world’s largest.
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Alumni Ay

Connect =

“Highlighting past participants of U.S. Government et phad pletal s _S'iaySa  Sopal”
sponsored fellowships, exchanges and grants” ¢ Ca a8 et 2’ o )fj 2 sl )fJ o) Aalys
Participant’s Name: )
Muhammad Asad Ullah Farooq TasbiarLé Z(CKLI,-J_/;/;U‘:H/:{
Biographical Sketch:

R JIEY
Maulana Muhammad Asad Ullah
Farooq is the principal of a major
Lahore-based madrassa Jamia Man-
zoor Al Islamia, and is the senior
leader of various religious organiza-
tions, including Jamiat Mashaikh
Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamaat. Maulana
Farooq interacts with large numbers
of students and religious clerics and
scholars. He is working to promote
inter-religious and inter-sectarian
harmony.
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Program Name:

SCP Elementary and Secondary
School Religious and Secular Edu-

cation

Program Date: B cP
& 200964 0081 oy
February 2009 b
Number of participants: 5 sl JK/"
5 O rae o~ rj/
S0 A U i u:ﬁ~
Countries Represented: o /i v Ll
Pakistan il‘(uu.i'_(]/:{.fj_.{;' TSN Y

Places Visited: \ . .
L; L2 b]ﬁf- ’( il U( b'h“’
Washington D.C., Los Angeles, Austin, Philadelphia, and New York J"f/’ W5 qu J U’d;u‘c,

4 i, . R
What Part of the Program Did You Enjoy the most and U uﬂ'éu’:'”kiﬁ-*—.-’-‘?L"/E/f"/’{h;"

IJ ? e - & e ;
e fd;ﬁg_d”bd;ujrw;;ﬂugﬁfrwg,fu@qu{rc;,/u:.“f/ﬂei
What I liked most in the U.S. was the leve] of religious freedom all

citizens enjoy. No one criticizes what the other person believes in. Ev- = tUl-< V/J;//b/:'(fjcd)’i l’d/}’,: bgﬁ_tfﬂﬁ/?gﬁég/»

eryone enjoys complete religious freedom. This changed my earlier per- - . ' Tk e s s ;
ceptions about the U.S. I did not face any problem or prejudice for the Ja;d’u);-.-l"JJV&/"‘;GUQ*U’:VUP"/WLJ/IL

way | was dressed. _&Tﬁy&,@i&;/;lt‘/,uﬁ}

I also visited several religious institutions, visited universities, and met

with people of other faiths. All debate in the U.S. is based on dialogue W Guéu}/&ﬁé*/:u"/’””g’/” gU}i"sz’/)'u:/b'U?j ufd’ v
and it is all very academic. by ol Jlnle dﬁ@{&@ufﬂf‘:rw &5 (Vuﬁ.{/l_u(

1 was also most impressed by how well -equipped educational institu- . s N ) y

tions are and how focused they are on meeting students’ needs. The J@u’ulﬂ‘uﬂ'ﬁ/va(fcd}"ﬁ')ﬁfugwiui.w/hﬁus/blfuf.’_q_
teachers’ interaction with students and the focus on hand-on learning is )g,ﬁ‘jis‘f_;,/j, (.i")&,lp;y/ufofwﬁll)b_c; EL WS Ly Kl
also worth emulating. LT i C _,:J’ o / ’l/ T

1 found the Americans to be friendly people, who wish to resolve all C-—(‘.?ﬂsfkg?'ulc,l 4 JVFW-‘ENW" et U1 Ui

issues through dialogue and discussion. I urge them to spread this mes- _J/rlprl:v“Ku”l/,!wwdf/l;;ufgflc_,uldﬁ‘-wdbéé_/gf
sage of dialogue and peace throughout the world. - - = : ¢
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Why Study in the U.S.?

There are more than 3,800 colleges and universities in the US
offering degree programs. You have a vast number of programs to
choose from, which means there is something available to meet
everyone’s needs. How can you find the best program for you?
You need to make intelligent choices, and prepare a successful
application.

Here are just a few reasons why more than 500,000 international
students from around the world are furthering their education in
the United States:

Quality: U.S. colleges are known worldwide for the quality of

their facilities, resources, and faculty. Accreditation systems ensure
that institutions continue to maintain these standards.

Choice: The U.S. education system is unrivalled worldwide in
the choice it offers of types of institutions, academic and social
environments, entry requirements, degree programs, and subjects
in which you can specialize.

Value: As an investment in your future, a U.S. degree offers
excellent value for the money. A wide range of tuition fees and
living costs, plus some financial help from colleges, have made
study in the United States affordable for thousands of students
before you.

Flexibility: One of the most distinctive features of U.S. universities
and colleges is the flexibility in choice of courses within a college or
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university, but more importantly there is also the option for students ; e
to move between one institution and another. Completing the first -q/iuu/uﬁ';uwo%”z"_ Murdseunt
two years of an undergraduate degree at one institution, sometimes a

community college, and then moving to another, is very common. / /'/7/"":’”’(‘? ’iLL/‘)ﬂL"’L’b}uﬁ"’géﬂu}J’y‘ﬂJ/' Ll
Choosing the best schools for you and preparing successful applications -J{_ij‘)‘_fj
will require commitment and careful planning on your part. g/}f’"&f&d'/'ﬂ)é‘é(du—é‘d‘;ﬂ-‘{)uwﬂf.(ﬁffﬁﬁ-'&‘g e3P
Facts and Myths about Studying in the U.S. i . i - i

We hear them all the time, some don't even make sense! Here we try 3/ K'é.;o/li/;uﬁ'u'-ujl_n;;’”iéZ./J’bff‘u‘lu:,{/lﬂruf"q_;
to separate truth from fiction about studying in the U.S. e Jﬁdﬂ’(@h}"gf%.:,fludg/‘u'@'/l'KJ/'/(}U‘?@:"Kég‘/g
Myth: You have to pay fees to “advisors” to get information about =~ ° ) i >

studying in the U.S. g E e FE B L L sl Pk L QIS
Fact: U.S. Education Foundation — Pakistan (USEFP) advisors Lnd»/i&?i)ﬁbii(y&‘lgj:.g/iirUTJ@&::TOEFLA’GRE

provide FREE assistance to students considering higher education in

- . b
the U.S. with any aspect of the application process, from selecting a -9U:,)t—/}:'fw/._./!bd”&t}'f(j“t‘)”&:‘»fh?(ébé”d’d'i'-uf
college, to writing the personal statement, to receiving a pre-departure £ J -
. . . . - P AN T e N
orientation. They are also an authorized center for standardized tests, euc,%/(wu"{/ i

including the GRE and TOEFL, required for admission to U.S. f((}z’:‘l{Juldhiéijug‘u’flnoblf'lg.}({i./(f‘la(yﬁ.g/l O

higher education. USEFP can advise students via phone, email or in

person' Lffg/bb)?}’u:u@@-?;/&':f’/ﬁ!l&r%&)é)ﬂ’.{/'o’ﬁ.{.:ﬁr‘
Myth: It’s too expensive to study in the U.S. L(j’l:,f,,u;é‘jl,q‘t&'))uldl,[w‘f{u?/xzi’/,lé{u{/l,u‘?:@;;uldl,

Fact: Studying in the U.S. is an expensive proposition but there . Lo . . .
is financial assistance available! The U.S. government provides LL/[*‘?']"J{L’J'(JZ{VL uz;&&u"'}d/lz,)uzéffy/ujv@’l/

scholarships such as the Fulbright, organizations in Pakistan may /f/;ltfagf(f;uféKé’;ILl:/{uﬁ'}.:/lo’]'lrt'/begﬁ;l]i‘-ubﬁfué}l)

provide funding, U.S. colleges and universities may offer financial

aid, or you may be able to work while in school (subject to visa ;,l?l].l@w;(_fT/'//l;,c:ldeé/l(j(&lg,ttgndﬁuﬁu‘ﬁ;{:gu/rié.c//d‘%/@

restrictions.) There are also ways to reduce your educational costs

such as getting a tuition waiver, lowering your living expenses, or ‘?'L’g/ﬂ’/dwju:‘/'/géuj’ld’ﬂ’/&
starting at a community college and then transferring to a university Jkuﬁ"‘y;iéﬂ"?df’ui.{/‘fbu’&% Lyl
to complete your degree. A USEFP advisor can help you explore all - . ) ’ i

of the possibilities for funding your education. =1 ,200u'f.'2OOSJVJL‘uZé/J/bﬂWJ,{/I:dW/.Eg_j.'f)l,u:"d‘/. A
Myth: Pakistanis cant get visas to study in the U.S. 4,('4;J_Mc,/"uﬁ{uf‘g/if&éﬂg_fgd/(?lz,&j;?lfuxjtfgg;p
Fact: Many Pakistanis have studied in the U.S. In fact, in fiscal year , P
2008 over 1,200 Pakistanis were issued student visas. Please remember -&- bl serlis

that students should apply for their visa 4 months before they start Lt SIS s i S L j_/j,},»é;,xé (:(’U""?uﬁj/'é Dl
classes in the U.S. e 3 :

Myth: T can wait until I graduate to start looking at opportunities to U:-)/C’/*JWJ&LW%BH 8[/.'[‘ d./((/:/'"u.ﬂ{uﬁ'f/’[gl e

study in the U.S. et e L QI M e AT L S
Fact: You should begin your search at least 18 months before you e (e j e T
expect to begin classes in the U.S. The first step is to contact USEFP '+&)%L/Jjb:’ty¢"}g£(;"uﬁu:’{/‘ At
to speak with an advisor. é/f{,&uy&”/,l&b_{ Te Uz ru.?)ﬁ}"ui/‘/s_'{.) S ‘f,l ‘o B2

Myth: Information on studying in the U.S. is difficult to find.

I'act: There are many websites that offer free, accurate information . . d
to prospective students. ‘ www.usefpakistan.org Uw/bﬁj"ﬂkf:;{"&'{“
« U.S. Education Foundation — Pakistan (USEFP):

www.usefpakistan.org .
+ Student Visas: www.islamabad.usembassy.gov v 4 L r:f"’ &‘1 S ‘)_,‘//| e d| y ‘f?f;_{.l.
*  educationUSA - Your Guide to U.S. Higher Education:

www.educationusa.state.go

www.islamabad.usembassy.gov dyadiiete

www.educationusa.state.go
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Admission to Union: February 6, 1788 (6th State)

(el FE1T88503/6 1dsi it 36

_ Capital: Boston v el
Population: Approximately 6497,967 (2008 est) (Lo 11L2008)6,497,967 [ 3 Gl
State Flag @ 4 el State Seal /Jup

State Bird: Db
> gl State Flower: LAY
Black-capped . 1 £
chickadee d’l{?:m’/ The Mayflower »Bg"

Background = e

The first recorded visit of a European to Massachusetts was
that of John Cabot in 1497. Not until the Pilgrims landed at
Provincetown and settled at Plymouth was there a permanent
settlement north of Virginia. Ten years later, Boston was
founded with the arrival of John Winthrop and his group of

Puritans

Massachusetts is located in the New England region of the
northeastern United States. It is bordered by Rhode Island
and Connecticut to the south, New York to the west, and
Vermont and New Hampshire to the north; at its east lies the
Atlantic Ocean. Most of its population of 6.4 million lives in
the Boston metropolitan area.

In the 1760s, opposition to British taxation without
representation exploded into the American Revolution.
It began in Massachusetts, and from here, the American
tradition of freedom and justice spread around the world.
The Constitution of Massachusetts is the oldest written
constitution still in effect. The New England town meeting,
a basic democratic institution, still governs most of its towns.
The state had a child labor law in 1836, a law legalizing trade
unions in 1842, and the first minimum wage law for women
and children.

Massachusetts proved to be fertile ground for intellectual ideas
and activities. In the early 19th century, Emerson, Thoreau,
and their followers expounded the Transcendentalist theory
of the innate nobility of man and the doctrine of individual
expression, which exerted a major influence on American
thought, then and now. Social improvement was sought
through colonies of idealists, many of which hoped to prove
that sharing labor and the fruits of labor were the means to a

just society. Dorothea Dix crusaded on behalf of the mentally
disturbed, and Horace Mann promoted universal education.
In 1831, William Lloyd Garrison, an ardent abolitionist,
founded his weekly, The Liberator. Massachusetts was the
heartland of the Abolitionist movement, and her soldiers
fought in the Civil War because they were convinced it was a
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Boston Harbor,
Boston, MA
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war against slavery.

Massachusetts is the 15th most
populous state, it is ranked 44th in
size by area, making it the 3rd most
densely populated state.
Attractions

The Bay State offers mountains,
ocean  swimming,  camping,
summer resorts, freshwater and
saltwater fishing, and a variety of
metropolitan cultural advantages.

No other state in the Union can
claim so much history in so small
an area, for in Massachusetts each
town or city has a part in the
#  American story.

Boston

Greater Boston is a fascinating
combination of old and new. It
_ consists of 83 cities and towns in
W n arca of 1,057 square miles with
a total population of more than 3
million people.

Boston’s wealth of historic sites
makes it a must for all who are
interested in  Americas past.

| John Winthrop and 800 colonists first settled
| in Charlestown, just north of the Charles River,

and moved to Boston in 1630. Arriving too late
to plant crops, 200 colonists died during the
first winter, mostly of starvation. In the spring,
a ship arrived with provisions, and the new
Puritan commonwealth began to thrive and grow.
Fisheries, fur trapping, lumbering, and trading
with Native Americans were the foundation of
Boston’s commerce. The port is still viable, with
250 wharves along 30 miles of berthing space.
The Revolutionary War began here in 1770. British
troops fired on an angry mob, killing five in what
has since been called the “Boston Massacre.” In
1773, the Boston Tea Party dumped East Indian
tea into the bay in a dramatic protest against
restriction of colonial trade by British governors.
Great Britain closed the port in retaliation. The
course of history was set.

In April 1775, British General Thomas Gage
decided to march on Concord to capture military
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supplies and overwhelm the countryside. During
the night of April 18-19, Paul Revere, William
Dawes, and Samuel Prescott spread the news to
Lexington and Concord in a ride immortalized,
somewhat inaccurately, by Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow. The Revolutionary War had begun
in earnest; the Battle of Bunker Hill followed the
battles of Lexington and Concord. On March 17,
1776, General William Howe, commander of the
British forces, evacuated the city.

Boston’s list of distinguished native sons includes
John Hancock, Samuel Adams, Paul Revere,
Henry Ward Beecher, Edward Everett Hale,
Ralph Waldo Emerson, William Lloyd Garrison,
Oliver Wendell Holmes (father and son), and
hundreds of others.

Mention Boston, and many people automatically
think of the gentry of Beacon Hill, with their

elegant homes and rigid social code. However, 7

the Irish have long had a powerful influence in
Boston’s politics and personality, while a stroll
through an Italian neighborhood in the North
End will be like stepping back to the old country.
Boston today manages to retain its heritage and
charm while thriving in the modern age. Urban
renewal and increased construction have reversed

an almost 40-year slump that plagued Boston [

earlier in the 20th century. With more than 100
universities, colleges, and trade and vocational
schools in the area, Boston is a city as full of vigor
and promise for the future as it is rich with the
past.

Marthas Vineyard

This triangular island below the arm of Cape
Cod combines moors, dunes, multicolored cliffs,
flower-filled ravines, farmland, and forest. It is less

than 20 miles from west to east and 10 miles from
north to south.

The Island of Martha’s Vineyard is home to both
year-round and seasonal residents. Some live
“up-island”in the more rural towns of Aquinnah,
Chilmark and West Tisbury, and others live
“down-island” in the more populous towns of
Edgartown, Oak Bluffs and Vineyard Haven (also
known as Tisbury). Each Island town is unique in
its geography, personality, and character.

There was once a whaling fleet at the island, but
Martha’s Vineyard now devotes itself almost
entirely to being a vacation playground, with
summer houses that range from small cottages
to elaborate mansions. Many famous people have
chosen the island as their vacation getaway. It is
very common to see celebrities at one of the many
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beaches, restaurants or shops during the warm
summer months. The colonial atmosphere still
survives in Vineyard Haven, the chief port; Oak
Bluffs; Edgartown; West Tisbury; Gay Head; and
Chilmark.

Gay Head is one of the few Massachusetts towns
in which many inhabitants are of Native American
descent.

Concord

This town shares with Lexington the title of
Birthplace of the Republic. But it was Ralph
Waldo Emerson who saw to it that the shot fired
“by the rude bridge” was indeed heard round the
world.

‘The town's name arose because of the “peace and
concord” between the settlers and the Native
Americans in the 17th century. The famous
Concord grape was developed here in 1849 by
Ephraim Bull.

The town of Lincoln, adjoining Concord on the
east, was the scene of a running battle with the
Redcoats on their withdrawal toward Boston.
Here the harassing fire of the Minutemen was
perhaps most effective.
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Cambridge

The city of Cambridge—academically inclined,
historicallyrich,internationallyflavored—occupies
an enviable geographic position alongside the
northern banks of the Charles River. It is home
to two of the nation’s most prestigious institutions
of higher learning, Harvard University and the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). The
Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study and Lesley
University can also be found here. It should come
as no surprise that one-fourth of Cambridge’s
95,000 residents are students and that one-sixth
of the city’s jobs are in higher education.

A group of approximately 700 Puritans set sail |

from England in 1630, making their way across
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the Atlantic Ocean to the Massachusetts Bay &

Colony, where they settled in the area now known
as Cambridge. The nation’s oldest university,

Harvard, was founded six years later. At the §
time of the American Revolution, Cambridge g
existed as a quiet farming village, its population =

comprised mainly of descendants of the original
Puritans. Over the course of the 18th century,
an increasing number of immigrants, mostly
Irish, arrived. The immigration trend continued
into the 20th century, with Italians, Portuguese,
and Russians seeking a better life in this hamlet
to the immediate northwest of Boston. Today,
Cambridge is well known for its diversity and
multiculturalism, a reputation underscored by the
fact that 80 different nations are represented by
the children attending the city’s public schools.
Cambridge offers a vibrant nightlife, with
numerous restaurants, theaters, and clubs
surrounding the city’s squares: Central Square,
Harvard Square, and Inman Square. Some of the
best entertainment can be enjoyed on the city’s
sidewalks, where street performers—ranging
from illusionists to musicians to puppeteers—
often draw large crowds. Like most college
towns, Cambridge has plenty of bookshops. One
of the most popular is Curious George Goes to
WordsWorth, a two-story bookshop housing
more than 20,000 children’s titles.
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Helping the People of Pakistan
one community at a time
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Nasreen, now the sole provider for her family, sells 11 liters of buffalo milk to the Dairy Association
daily, earning 490 rupees (about $6) a day to care for her family.
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Out of the Rubble:

Woman becomes

sole provider for family
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Nasreen is a housewife in a small rural village
in Pakistan’s Bagh District in Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK) region. Like many women in
her community of Khana Mobhri, she adhered
to the traditional responsibilities of caring for
her husband, who made a respectable income
as a mason, and their six children.

On October 8, 2005, a 7.6-magnitude
earthquake struck Pakistan's North West
Frontier Province and AJK region, killing
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“I’'m so thankful to the association

for giving me the means to

provide for my family and send

my son to computer college,”

said Nasreen

74,000 and injuring 70,000. Severely injured when the walls of
their home collapsed, Nasreen’s husband was no longer able to
work and subsequently unable to earn an income to take care
of his family. If not for the support of the Khana Mohri Dairy
Association, Nasreen would most likely be cleaning homes and
unable to earn enough to care for her family.

After the earthquake, USAID began working in Bagh District
to restore livelihoods and support the recovery of the region’s
economy. Community members from Khana Mohri, mostly
women, received funds from the project to replace 71 buffaloes. The
recipients contributed 25 percent of the cost of each replacement
animal. Soon after, the program began to create associations that
provide opportunities for members to collectively purchase and
market their goods.

While initially skeptical about the benefits of an association, the
Khana Mobhri buffalo milk producers agreed to meet with project
staff. Upon receiving training on association development, the
participants formed the Khana Mohri Dairy Association, which
successfully established an executive body and recruited 130
members (125 of whom were women). Through small Joans, the
members began helping widows and other women like Nasreen,
whose spouses were injured in the earthquake, to purchase their
own buffaloes.

As a buffalo milk producer and a member of the dairy association,
Nasreen is now her family’s sole income earner. On average, her
buffalo produces 12 liters of milk daily. She keeps one liter for
her family’s use and sells the remaining 11 liters to the association,
through which she is able to sell the milk at a higher price (almost
10 percent more than if she had sold her milk directly on the local
market). The association provides training and veterinary support
to its members, and stores its milk in a chiller bought through the
project. Known throughout the area for its high quality milk, the
association is able to get a higher price, selling primarily to area
bakeries.

With her daily income of 490 rupees (a little more than $6),
Nasreen is able to provide for her family of eight, pay for her
husband’s medical care and send her eldest son to the local
college to learn computer skills. Having repaid her loan to the
association, Nasreen is now saving her money in hopes of buying
another buffalo next year.
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“Highlighting books
found in the IRC’s
and Lincoln Corners
around Pakistan”

America’s Youth
(paperback edition)
(Opposing Viewpoints Series)

Author:
Roman Espejo

Publisher:

Greenhaven  Press  (2002),
Edition:

1, Board book,

200 pages, ISBN 0737712171

Opposing Viev:points’o
Therica s

Youth
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Description: -

America’s largest generation of teenagers yet is now
coming of age. Therefore, the future of the nation rests
on how society confronts the challenges that face
youths today. Teen social issues such as drug abuse,
gun violence, and peer pressure are examined in this
timely volume. Each essay is prefaced by questions
that will help readers focus their reading and each
chapter concludes with suggestions for further reading
and research. Readers will find the articles helpful in
examining these controversial and often emotional
issues.” Written by educators, scientists, journalists,
doctors, veterinarians, members of the clergy and
advocates. This excellent volume will elicit group
discussion and help to develop critical thinking and
analysis of sensitive issues.

Location:

(Available in the AIRC Islamabad and Lincoln Corner
Islamabad/Peshawar)
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Ask

the Consul

“Your chance to ask the Consul General
at the US Embassy, Islamabad your visa
related questions”

I wish to work in the United States.
What visa do I need?

If you want to work temporarily in
the United States and then return
to Pakistan upon completion of
your employment contract, there are
several types of nonimmigrant visas
available. 'The specific classification
of nonimmigrant visa you would
require would depend on the type of
the work you would do in the United
States. If you want to live and work
in the United States on a permanent
basis, you would require an immigrant
visa. In both cases, with very few
exceptions, work visas are issued
for specific positions and require [
prearranged employment. U.S. law
does not contain any provision for
informal working holidays.

(AP Photo)

If you are being transferred by a
current employer to a subsidiary company in the U.S., then an
intra-company transferee (L-1) visa is required. To qualify, you
must have worked for the company for at least one year and be
in a managerial, executive, or specialist level position. An L-1
visa is also appropriate if the employee is coming to the United
States to establish a subsidiary office. The employment must be
approved in advance by the office of the United States Citizenship
and Immigration Services (USCIS) on the basis of a Form 1-129
petition filed by the company. Any questions you may have
concerning this process should be addressed to the USCIS office

in the area where the employment will take place.

You will require an exchange visitor (J-1) visa it you are being
sponsored by an educational institution, a nonprofit organization, a
summer program for students such as BUNAC or Camp America,
an au pair program, or are going to work in the U.S as a medical
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Ask

the Consul
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intern or resident at a hospital. The J-1 visa
is required by anyone taking up prearranged
employment, training or research in the United
States under an officially approved program
sponsored by an educational or other nonprofit
institution. The sponsor of the program will
send the visa applicant the form DS-2019.
An exchange visitor visa cannot be processed
without this form. The first step in applying
for the visa is to contact the sponsor to find
out whether or not the form is available.

A temporary work (H) visa is required by
anyone who is going to the United States to
perform a prearranged professional or highly
skilled job, or employment which is temporary
or seasonal in nature and for which there is
a shortage of U.S. workers. The employment
must be approved in advance by the office of
the United States Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) on the basis of a petition,
form 1-129, filed by the U.S employer. Any
questions you may have concerning this process
should be addressed to the USCIS office in the

area where the employment will take place.

There are several categories of employment-
based immigrant visas. The majority of the
categories require a petition to be filed in
advance by an employer. Because these visas
are so highly sought after, there is often a wait
of several years prior to such a visa becoming
available for issuance. Further information
about employment-based immigration is
available at www.uscis.gov, on a page entitled
“How Do I Apply for Immigrant Status Based
on Employment?”
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Education: Youth Volunteers
( http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.html?videold=2520623001 )

Students and teachers talk about the value and benefit of helping others in

their schools, the local community and around the world.

Sl )y g2 1plad
( http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.html?videold=2520623001 )
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