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Urged
2-Week Visit to Pakistan

Noted American political consultant and entrepreneur,
Ann Stone, underlined the need of “full-fledged women's
participation in the political and economic spheres of the
country,” during her two-week visit to Pakistan in October.

“Women can play a more prominent and constructive
role in national politics and economy. They should be
encouraged to come forward to have a greater role in
politics,” she told a cross section of women groups in
Islamabad, Peshawar, Lahore and Karachi.

She outlined “five distinctive attributes” of women in
politics as compared to men. She noted that women are
generally more ethical than their male counterparts;
women bring different and important perspective to
legislation; women make good managers of public
spending; women-owned businesses have a major role in
strengthening the economy; and women are known to be a
greater advocate for peace than men.

“I want women to understand politics. It really is a game
in a way, a serious game but there can be lot of fun,” Stone,
who has been in politics since age 12, said while speaking
at length how to train and prepare women for contesting
elections. “Women see politics as dirty men's business but
it's something that impacts your life. If you do not want
other people to always control what happens to you, you
have to understand politics.”

As a political and business consultant, she has appeared
regularly on U.S. news programs as a commentator. She is
also a prominent advocate for women's empowerment and
laments the fact that women's participation in politics even
in the U.S. was not adequate with women holding “just 19
and 20 per cent shares in the U.S. Senate and House of
Representatives respectively.

Her Islamabad program included a round-table

American Speaker Ann Stone Meets With Cross
Section of Civil Society Groups During her

discussion with 5 organizations involved in the Free and
Fair Elections Network (FAFEN) at the Asia Foundation
on 'Voter Education and Mobilization' and a workshop
on the “Role of Women in Politics,” co-hosted by
PAIMAN at the Lincoln Corner in the International
Islamic University. She also underscored the importance
of the difference women could make by voting and
participating in the legislative process.

In Lahore, she visited a girls madrassa - Iqra
Madeena-tul-Ilm and discussed the importance of
women's participation in public life. She also held a
workshop on “Election Campaign Management” for
women campaign managers, councilors and women
parliamentarians.

In Peshawar, Ms. Stone visited the Sarhad Womens
Chamber of Commerce and participated in a roundtable
discussion on “Women as Economic and Political
Leaders in the 21st Century.”

In her meetings with women entreprencurs and
journalists in Karachi, Stone presented different
strategies for women to make their contribution to
society felt and to make their votes count in the socio-

political mainstream Role of Women in |

OfP akistan. Developing Election Campaign Strategies
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While in the Lational Islamic Uni

country Ann Stone
was also interviewed
by several television
channels and
newspapers.



