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“Isn QUES

Consul General Kay Anske responds

Q: Can the residents of Lahore and Karachi apply for visa
at the U.S. Consulates in their respective cities?

Consul General: Islamabad is the only post authorized to
process visas applications.

Q: It is being heard that Pakistanis are being discouraged
to travel to the U.S. by the visa officials. Is this true?

Consul General: Definitely NOT true. The U.S. Embassy
welcomes and encourages Pakistanis to apply for visas. In
fact, more than 70% of Pakistani applicants receive their
visas.

Q: When | went for the visa interview, | was told by the visa
official that mine would go for a ‘name check." What is this
process and how long does it take?

Consul General: Additional processing is needed for most
applications. This will take an average of 2 months.

Q: What documents do | need to carry with me while going
for a NIV interview?

Consul General: You must bring your passport, the applica-

tion forms with photo, and the receipt for the $100 fee.
You may bring any other documents that you believe will
show that you are qualified for the visa.

Q: Is there any “appeal system” against the decision of the
Visa Officer? How sooner could | apply again for a U.S. visa,
if denied the first time?

Consul General: There is no “appeal” system. You are
welcome to re-apply at any time. While | cannot guarantee
that the decision will be different, you will have a different
officer for a fresh look at your application.

Q: Please advise where we can find the best agents to help
us through the visa process, and how much should we pay
to them?

Consul General: Agents are not required.

Q: We quite often read stories about Pakistanis and others
being mistreated when they reach the U.S. airport. What
will happen to me when | land in the United States? Will
they strip search me?

Consul General: At the airport, the immigration and
customs officer will look at your passport and visa and
then determine how long you may stay in the U.S. This will
only take a few minutes. Only a few Pakistanis must regis-
ter which will take a little longer.

TIONS

Q: Dol needto apply electronically on the
internet for the U.S. visa? Has the old
system of filling hard copy of visa form
been abolished?

Consul General: You may still handwrite
or type your application if you submit
your application through American
Express or SpeedEx. However, we
encourage all applicants to use the
Electronic Visa Application Form. The
new form significantly speeds up the
initial processing of your application.

Q: When | apply for a visa, must | state
what my religion is? Will | be asked

tougher questions and will take longer, dependmg on my
religion or my surname?

Consul General: Religion is never a consideration in the visa
process.

Q: Iam a Muslim woman. Will it help my chances to get a visa if
I remove my veil or head scarf?

Consul General: Religion and religious dress is not a consider-
ation in the visa process. However, we do ask that women
submit a photo where we can see the full face.

Q: Ifl speak a Pakistani language, will the visa office reject me?
Consul General: No. Many of the interviewing consular officers

speak Urdu. For any other language, we have trained transla-

tors working in the office.

Q: IfI have already been rejected once, should | reapply or just

forget about ever visiting the United States?

Consul General: You are welcome to reapply. While | cannot
guarantee the issuance of the visa, you will be interviewed by
a different officer for a fresh view of your case.

Q: How long does the visa interview last?

Consul General: Most interviews last several minutes. The

length of the interview will depend on the type of visa.




