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A girl reads her tattered Urdu lesson at an open air school
in Bhair Sodian Village in Northeastern Pakistan near the
Indian border.

(AP Photo/John McConnico)
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Peace Corps volunteer Madrelle Cartwright, from Hawaii,
right, teaches Miguel Antonio Placencia, 39, at the Altagracia
farm in Los Marranitos, 80 miles northwest of Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic.

(AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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Dear Readers

In the month of September, the world pauses and highlights the
important role that literacy plays in the development of humanity.
For over 40 years, International Literacy Day has been used by
the United Nations to combat illiteracy on a global scale. Literacy
is not a luxury; it is a right and a responsibility. Today, one fifth
of the world’s adult population is illiterate. In an international
community increasingly dedicated to the principles of equality and
opportunity, illiteracy is unacceptable. As people around the world
celebrate International Literacy Day, Khabr-o-Nazar joins in the
celebration by dedicating the September issue to this cause. During
the month of September the Muslim world is also celebrating its
holy month of Ramadan. In this month’s edition you will find
President Obama’s Ramadan message to the Muslim world along
with a Muslim American’s viewpoint on how one family celebrates
the holy month in the United States.

In our regular features the book of the month stresses the
importance of childhood education, we travel to the Mid-Atlantic
state of Maryland and see the effects of literacy on the life of a

Pakistani woman in “One Success at a Time.”

On a personal note, I am excited to return to Pakistan after being
away for five years. I worked at the U.S. embassy from 2003-2004
and it has been great to come back and reconnect with so many
old friends. The most interesting change I have noticed since my
last posting in Islamabad is the explosion in new media. This is
particularly true in terms of broadcast media. Pakistan’s media
environment is certainly one of the most dynamic and exciting
in the world. We hope that Khabr-o-Nazar will continue to
contribute to the dynamism of the media market here and as always
welcome any thoughts or suggestions that you may have regarding
the magazine.

Richard W. Snelsire
Editor-in-Chief and Press Attaché
US Embassy Islamabad

E - mail: infoisb@state.gov
Website: http//Islamabad.usembassy.gov
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Khabr Chat

“Responses from our readers”

I'm receiving your beautiful magazine rggu/ar@. 9 sent you 50 & & j? f_»,/,_‘L ! Wt T8y }J, VAP PAs T
many letters, hut you never fu lished any of those. The ques~ J o A - g
tion of the month is a ﬂOW/ feature, /Jﬁwe continue it. 9 liked the Lkl Ugj g l.’"[—ﬁu' L":U” Bl 1o S L A Jé

Zue.rfiom and ﬂm‘l;ers rggﬂr/inj visit fo the United States and ol 2_71‘;3:;,(:’,3& Ul /J‘[,r:"jg‘l 3
gﬁef education there. o J{Hoﬂ:cﬂ 21 d,::’y

Lingat Al Awan, Dera Ismail Khan y - p .
i T B L $oS et § L e sl Fie B

“Khahr-o-Noazar" is a very joo/ quaﬁ'fy magazine and a step for- i ) . N
ward in the Pakistan-U. S, re/afiomﬁiﬂ and is a means ofim/;rot/~ lﬁ" &b ”m’/tf-[ s e C}/[..:«Wﬁ JL/Q,’,; - = JF "’g

ing the same. We /ookforwam/[ﬁalyou will continue to enhance Vpuﬁamﬁ,{/l.fg/fﬂ’vi J/@GLJV/,: VTIUIZ—/’/&”: s
Pak-U.S, fies @ ren/inj us this maﬂazine ona rggu/ﬁ:r basis. ’ ) . Zu: /:’ LIk dp/f‘
‘R@j’ﬂ Aasim Rashid Tauhidi, Zlm%muqam " Lt
(6 Sap asf e
9 received the fifth edition of “Khabr-o-Nazar.” Thank you 50 E : B L.
much [’ar rememéeri;g me, as you and the Government of the LU”U‘M' L::.’d"’(?f U c)f/’/’é‘ Mé-gd/’ Loty d”" td }"5/-7 5/
United States have done so ‘manyﬂaa/fﬁinjr irf the backward djf’)&;wuu'z_kﬁf/’yﬁ Lar“é;lul_ﬁu.,fpr/L U!@
areas such as of ours. We will never fm:gef this kindheartedness, y K B
as these acts are rea/(y /Jmiyeworf@, - v:'// J G2l U

Abdul Wabhid Barini Baloch, Naushki ué i, @).d:/gm)u/
This magazine is p/ayir{g a very im ortant rofe in maéinﬂ the «14—/” vﬁfr'fi JVU’;”‘LLV- /”éjé.f’(& wJ/’J&}J’/
Pak-U.S, relations more congenial, 5r1'njinj eloser the ﬂcop/e /'}/(7' £ é./’?}/é é’,/,; u,ft: L&, 50’1//,1 U _4,;
of both the countries, bhrids ing gaf between the two nations and 1 , T ’
removing misgivings an ;ﬁ'y/mriﬁey, 9t is rea@ @ commend- (lfi.f e L));m'é_// ( b, U»Q.J}‘”’/:/WUL‘L uff JG?.‘LQJ fsf
able Jaé. However, there is still need to take more J'fepy fo estab- it ¥ Jal. 0 e it g 7 /E} Lo LU ol U /’-&/ }J/

fish these fies on concrete basis, I will take some time to remove

qua/m: and the dark clouds 0/ ;mpiciom'. ) ﬁope the Khabr-o- . u“’:i-u el By Ky (} "y e i/ f; ( b dﬁ,& I

Nazar team will take this bull @ the horns, and will emﬁ/ﬁy Wi 1) A e y 3 2 oos
its energies and abilities to accomﬁ/ifﬁ this bard task, dLlix eyl 6 J{/‘ﬂ‘ b /o J’{’ L #L 57( Ku‘”{jlﬁ;/? A

Sultan Hussain Shab, Rathheln KUK sl OIS A

,J_.?;‘/. {def ulbl"
9 is mfoniyﬁinj that noéoz/y in your emémﬂy realized what was

5micﬂ@ wrong with Khabr-o- Nazar magazine, m’ﬂﬁf from the 4#SEUE }’"/7[ gﬂd}éc Lfr it @/G/LVU‘L U{J A
very first issue. The situation is p/m‘n and J'imp/c, 9 a reader is e I s 5 5 1 0F = Li5) : :
comfortable with Erlg/irﬁ, he does not need the Urdu translation. L’i‘a - £ E/d{/’/'d ; d}(/"("_ VEJ )V/i’gm.ﬁgf-(‘- u")‘[{(
Zlm/ifﬁiy Enﬂ/iyﬁ is poor, he wi//rm;/on@ the Urdu side. No- fu‘iu{ {&h{..475)/’55;‘LJJ/UL]Lj'{/{'p(gf'/ﬁ/)’u:(:aﬂ/b({,ﬁ}»ﬂ

60&(7 needs both lan uages to ether. So, half of the magazine ¢ e R ;o . .
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is & sheer waste. There should be M/mmfe maZazines' in Enﬂ— e d{/ ‘LC”UKJ;J{J:;‘ id uﬂ /,/Ju}ll‘du”)(f
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consider c/asinj it
Muhammad Abd al-Hameed, Lahore /nu%,}u/j -t
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LookingiorANSwers

“Looking for Answers" gives our readers a voice to Ssh AT lula/?/?;,ln"r._if'fuffuj S LL"J*A;Z"
comment and share their views on myriad topics that are o - . # . NoNT

shaping our world. Each edition of “Looking for Answers" et ‘/T'fu:“b"‘uzL/d/”’ﬂ‘;k’dm‘e‘éL/ﬂ/d”K
poses a question to you {our readers) and invites you AP s e J{’&Juﬂ/"’;ﬁ St S I A e

to share your thoughts with us in short essay form. Al . L . .
submissions will be reviewed by the Public Affairs Section o7 b MEals*12* AR P Vel nJry Xl

of the U.S. Embassy. Two monthly winners will be P N I - s A - y
Sl ; 1€z & 8 1222 -
chosen and have their essays published in the subsequent WIesFes ’L}J e K;ng, Bl pSaeks-b

edition of Khabr-o-Nazar. Winners will also receive a E’(W'JC—JL’ J,,l“,»i,.xﬁ/u,ll,;ij_ JLL, JéL;J;KdﬁJ
prize from the Public Affairs Section. Along with the two , iy _ . o
monthly winners, three honorable mentions will receive Uf'(’/"gf—l?l:'/’/*dfgtf:w}/"‘}L’U:/’..f”u‘ﬁuzwvﬁkgfbl?

certificates. _ J u,,;lg Sl

The following are the official guidelines for essay . . . .

submissions: :U.?L.”"U‘UJ.."@”L 5.:‘;[’”
m Essays should not exceed 250 words -%._‘?L'”Uj‘j»’b”yf—gw"’dw;"ﬂ”” u

m All essay submissions must be sent electronically to Lﬁ,;_:‘f_ﬂs,g,,‘g& infoisb@state.gov,;m’ﬁ de;g:uu(a u
infoisb@state.gov or via mail .

B All essays must focus on the question presented in ; . ) ) -
the most current edition of “Looking for Answers" -J Lf.é“/j/[/jaf(jlyzﬁégu:mﬁq},)bd:wrv“ -
m Deadline for submission of essays is the 25th of every 5 05 (e 3 6T .
- ; TS ndrvy”
month. %6/ J..‘ /'6/ d d/ nrry

B All submissions must include the submitter's complete bl g)v)g/lj,;/{u,’ulf (Ll KoL Cj:L’.”'I'IJ .
name, telephane number and home or work address.

<‘LU/A/;
m Essays will be published in the forthcoming editions o . R
of Khabr-o-Nazar. Lu t"édu‘ﬂ U0 IL}’J;/?U.‘.'L# "
m Winners will receive a prize mailed to their indicated _?.f_.lglf.‘f’-'..m,g/,}(bﬂ?“%é’féuglﬁu/.”_,yg [

address.

Question paonth | J | Gl s oo

In your opinion, who is the most Ko Lt T
important Pakistani author and y “ N

p ?UJL)'LU}(_{,)’("’LJ‘
why? ‘ ’
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Winning Article

What are some similarities
you find between

The United States’
and Pakistan’s

struggle’s for independence?

Shumaila Rasheed
Rawalpindi

It’s entirely distinctive and interesting to talk about the similarities
between the United States and Pakistan’s struggles for independence.
The history of friendship and close relations between United States and
Pakistan is as old as Pakistan’s independence.

To start off with, the similarities both nations successfully freed
themselves from foreign domination. As our great leader Liaquat Ali
Khan indicated: “An American statesman pointed out the other day
the great similarity of the beginnings of Pakistan with the early days
of America, of how America began mainly as an agricultural country
just as Pakistan is today and of how both struggled successfully to free
themselves of foreign rule.”

The freedom movements of Pakistan and the U.S. can be summarized as
1857-1947 and 1765-1775 respectively, and both successfully achieved
independence from United Kingdom of Great Britain.

Here I would like to shed light on some of the similarities between the
freedom struggle of the United States and Pakistan:

Both nations were born in a struggle against diversity as both are
pluralistic and racially diverse. Both nations were founded on ideas, not
just geographical coincidence.

Americans have struggled with the treatment of their minorities’ ethnic
and religious conflicts and most recently of their colonist population. They
moved violently with the definition of a free press, the role of religion in
public life. Same is the case with Pakistan’s struggle for independence
which was merely not a question of religious conflicts, as it is generally
understood. The disparities were even more all-encompassing than this
and created maladjustment between the two peoples in almost every
situation of their daily lives. Hindus were much larger in number or were
in majority and the Muslims feared that under their command, the culture
of the Muslims would suffer a great setback or perhaps be totally eclipsed
as they were in minority. The Muslimns were economically and industrially
to the rear and their economic outlooks were also very different. These
and many other reasons encouraged the Muslims to demand a land of
their own. In both the cases (the U.S. and Pakistan) the demand was not
so unreasonable. More accurately in both the cases both on geo-political
and human grounds it was a very reasonable demand.

Hence, there are many similarities between US and Pakistan’s struggle for
independence. In both the cases the struggle seems to be desirous as it is
said by a wise man:

“Liberty does not descend upon people; people must raise themselves to
it »

6 | Khabr-o-Nazar
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By Habib Khan
Sargodha

Freedom is an invaluable blessing, whereas slavery is an evil which deprives
human beings of their honor and dignity. God has elevated man to the status
of the most eminent of all creatures. Our mothers have given us birth as
free human beings but the tribal, feudal and imperialistic systems, which
have been exploiting society for centuries, have inflicted slavery on the
people. Both the United States and Pakistan achieved independence from
Great Britain after a prolonged struggle. To the founding fathers of the two
countries, independence did not mean the establishment of a state based on
myopic religious, ethnic and regional prejudices and bigotries. Indeed, they
had in minds the concept of such countries where all people not only could
lead respectable and revered lives but also enjoy full guarantee of economic,
political and religious liberties. That is why the American constitution begins
with the expression of “The people.” Likewise, several speeches delivered by
the Founder of Pakistan, Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, reflected
the notion of unconditional liberty and equality among all human beings.

In the light of these principles, Pakistani society, on the one hand, has been
struggling for the last 62 years to liberate itself from the bondage created by
reactionary forces, while the U.S. is a ray of hope for the economically and
politically oppressed people all over the world. The people from every nook
and corner of the globe migrated to the United States and carved a striking
present and future for themselves.

For me, it is pleasant reality that if someone intends to meet Muslims
belonging to all parts of the world, he or she can achieve this objective either
on the eve of Hajj (the annual pilgrimage to Makkah) or by visiting the
United States.

Immigrants belonging to all faiths of the world and speaking languages of
various regions, cultures and civilizations not only preserved their identity,
but also enjoyed the privileges of the openness of a diverse and plural
Anmerican society.

The common values and objectives set during the independence movements
of Pakistan and the United States are acting as a constant spur for the people
of the two countries to work for the establishment of better and moderate
states.

May God help the present and future generations of both the countries to
continue their journey towards further successes! Be it so.
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the task accounts for this unmet goal. Lessons learnt over
recent decades show that meeting the goal of universal
literacy calls not only for more effective efforts but also for
renewed political will and for doing things differently at all
levels — locally, nationally and internationally.

Today, one out of every five adults in the world is illiterate
and two-thirds of them are women; 75 million children are
out of school and many more attend irregularly or drop out.

According to UNESCO’s Global Monitoring Report on
Education for All (2008), South and West Asia have the
lowest regional adult literacy rate (58.6%), followed by
sub-Saharan Africa (59.7%), and the Arab state -
The report shows a clear connection be

and countries in severe poverty, a

prejudice against women.
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LABOR DAY

Labor Day Marks
Appreciation of
By Michad oy Pricdioan U.S. Workers

Washington — Labor Day, celebrated in the United States on
the first Monday of each September, is the nation's official
commemoration of its workers’ contributions to national
strength, prosperity and well-being. It also marks for millions
of Americans the unofficial end of summer, a long weekend to
visit with family or friends, and, for most of the young, a last
day of summer vacation before a new school year begins.

While the holiday’s origins have not been determined precisely,
scholars typically credit either of two labor union officials —
Peter J. McGuire of the carpenters’ union or Matthew Maguire
of a machinists' Jocal in Paterson, New Jersey — with the idea.

The first Labor Day commemoration occurred in New York
City, on September 5, 1882. The date apparently was chosen
because it was about halfway between the July 4 holiday and
Thanksgiving. The occasion was marked by a parade, sponsored [§
by the Knights of Labor (an early U.S. labor organization) and
about 10,000 workers marched.

‘The next day’s New York Times reported that “those who rode
or marched in the procession were cheerful, and evidently
highly gratified with the display. ... The great majority smoked &%
cigars, and all seemed bent upon having a good time at the
picnic grounds. "Banners called for “Eight Hours for a Legal
Days’ Work” and “Less Hours and More Pay.”

'The Knights organized another parade the following year, and [~
in 1884 they adopted a resolution calling for recognition of the |-
first Monday of September as Labor Day. By 1894, some 28
states celebrated Labor Day and in that year Congress adopted
legislation establishing the legal holiday.

MAY DAY CONTRASTED

A number of European and other nations celebrate an
International Workers” Day on the first of May, often known
as May Day. Timed to commemorate the labor violence that
culminated in the Chicago Haymarket Riot of 1886, May Day | (AP Photo)
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(AP Photo)

often featured organized street demonstrations and, on occasion, acts
of political violence.

It was probably for this reason that U.S. political leaders came to
support the movement for a September and not a May Day holiday.
Regardless of its origins, American workers always have seen “their”
holiday as an opportunity for rest, relaxation and fun. As the New
York Times reported of the first Labor Day parade, “It was said that
the absence of many members of the organizations was due to the
fact that they preferred to enjoy the day in quiet excursions to Coney
Island, Glen Island [resorts] and elsewhere.”

THE UNOFFICIAL END OF SUMMER

Picnics, barbeques and sporting events are among today’s holiday
traditions. Labor Day traditionally has marked the end of the summer,
and in much of the country, Americans crowd community swimming
pools and beach facilities for one last dip before those facilities close
until the following Memorial Day.

In sports, Labor Day begins the culminating phase of Major League
Baseball’s pennant race, and also the last weekend before the National
Football League season begins. Many political experts suggest
Labor Day marks the beginning of the election campaign season
(U.S. elections are held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday
in November, i.e. on the Tuesday that falls between November 2
and November 8) and many candidates oblige by delivering major
speeches on the holiday.

Another tradition is the Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA)
telethon. Held each year since 1966 and hosted by entertainer Jerry
Lewis, the telethon intersperses performances by major entertainers
with requests for donations to fund MDA’ fight against more than
40 neuromuscular diseases. A quarter-million volunteers monitor
the telephones to register pledges, while more than 50 million North
Americans watch at least some of the show.
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Remarks by President
Barack Obama

Ramadan Message

B kil ydua

(AP Photo)

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary, August 21, 2009

On behalf of the American people — including Muslim
communities in all fifty states — I want to extend best wishes
to Muslims in America and around the world. Ramadan
Kareem.

Ramadan is the month in which Muslims believe the Koran
was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad, beginning with a
simple word — iqra. It is therefore a time when Muslims reflect
upon the wisdom and guidance that comes with faith, and the
responsibility that human beings have to one another, and to

God.

Like many people of different faiths who have seen Ramadan
through our communities and families, I know this to be a
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(AP Photo)

festive time — a time when families gather and meals are
shared. But I also know that Ramadan is a time of intense
devotion and reflection — a time when Muslims fast during the
day and perform tarawih (TA-RA-WEEH) prayers at night,
reciting and listening to the entire Koran over the course of
the month.

These rituals remind us of the principles that we hold in
common, and Islams role in advancing justice, progress,
tolerance, and the dignity of all human beings.

For instance, fasting is a concept shared by many faiths -
including my own Christian faith — as a way to bring people
closer to God, and to those among us who cannot take their
next meal for granted. And the support that Muslims provide
to others recalls our responsibility to advance opportunity and
prosperity for people everywhere. For all of us must remember
that the world we want to build — and the changes that we
want to make ~ must begin in our own hearts, and our own
communities.

This summer, people across America have served in their
communities — educating children, caring for the sick, and
extending a hand to those who have fallen on hard times. Faith-
based organizations,including many Islamic organizations, have
been at the forefront in participating in this summer of service.
And in these challenging times, this is a spirit of responsibility
that we must sustain in the months and years to come.

Beyond America’s borders, we are also committed to keeping our
responsibility to build a world that is more peaceful and secure.
‘That is why we are responsibly ending the war in Iraq. That
is why we are isolating violent extremists while empowering
the people in places like Afghanistan and Pakistan. That is
why we strongly and actively support a two-state solution that
recognizes the rights of Israelis and Palestinians to live in peace
and security. And that is why America will always stand for the
universal rights of all people to speak their mind, practice their
religion, contribute fully to society and have confidence in the
rule of law.

All of these efforts are a part of America’s commitment to
engage Muslims and Muslim-majority nations on the basis of
mutual interest and mutual respect. And at this time of renewal,
I want to reiterate my commitment to a new beginning between
America and Muslims around the world.
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(AP Bhoto)

As I said in Cairo, this new beginning must be borne out in
a sustained effort to listen to each other, to learn from each
other, to respect one another, and to seek common ground. I
believe an important part of this is listening, and in the last
two months, American embassies around the world have
reached out not just to governments, but directly to people in
Muslim-majority countries. And from around the world, we
have received an outpouring of feedback about how America
can be a partner on behalf of peoples’ aspirations.

We have listened. And like you, we are focused on pursuing
concrete actions that will make a difference over time —both in
terms of the political and security issues that I have discussed,
and in the areas that you have told us will make the most
difference in peoples’lives.

These consultations are helping us implement the partnerships
that I called for in Cairo — to expand education exchange
programs; to foster entrepreneurship and create jobs; and
to increase collaboration on science and technology, while
supporting literacy and vocational learning. We are also
moving forward in partnering with the OIC and OIC member
states to eradicate polio, while working closely with the
international community to confront common
health challenges like H1IN1 — which I know is
of particular to concern many Muslims preparing

for the hajj.

All of these efforts are aimed at advancing
our common aspirations ~ to live in peace and
security; to get an education and to work with
dignity; to love our families, our communities, ¥
and our faith. It will take time and patient effort.
We cannot change things over night, but we ¥
can honestly resolve to do what must be done, |
while setting off in a new direction — toward |
the destination that we seck for ourselves, and
for our children. That is the journey that we
must travel together.

I look forward to continuing this critically
important dialogue and turning it into action.
And today, | want to wish Muslims across
America and around the world a blessed month
as you welcome the beginning of Ramadan.

May God’s peace be upon you.
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Saleha Mallick was raised in Chicago by her Pakistani
parents. She attends Northwestern University in Illinois and
is an officer in the Interfaith Residents Hall on campus.

Every year Ramadan seems to arrive faster and faster. It
brings with it a mixture of emotions: hope for the feelings of
renewed faith, nervousness for the long fasts, and excitement
for the month of my mom’s delicious iftar food.

As I get ready to head into another month of fasting I think
back to the first fast I ever kept (or roza, as we call it in
Urdu). I was 8, and my family was visiting my relatives in
Pakistan over winter break. We were in Islamabad at the
time, and we would come together every night, about 20 of
us in all, to have iftar. My family told me we would have a
party in the evening, a roza kushai, in celebration of my first
fast. The most difficult part of that day for me was preparing
the food. There I was, only a few hours away from the end
of the fast, willingly torturing myself with the aromas of the
meal that seemed eternally far.

Somehow, I got through. Opening my first official roza with
my family watching is a moment I will always remember.
Everyone was so proud of me and delighted to share in
my milestone. We all performed maghrib prayers together,
then.my aunts and uncles gave me little presents, and finally
everyone partook of the special iftar.
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Opening my first official roza with my
Sfamily watching is a moment I will always
remember. Everyone was so proud of me.

L’Z@’DJ)JU{;'?L!EVLU}JUUJII}Z?_I
G2 AL - SUsny 2 e AL

(AP Photo)

During this occasion, we ate the same foods we eat every
Ramadan:

* A date, the universal fast opener among Muslims.

* Samosas filled with ground beef, a family favorite.

* Pakoras, vegetables dipped in flour made from ground lentils.

* Fruit chat, a Pakistani twist on fruit salad.

* Chickpeas with tomatoes, potatoes and tamarind sauce.

* Gulgula, a dessert from my grandmother’s childhood in northern
India.

These Pakistani foods have inherently become associated with
Ramadan. My brother always wonders why we never eat these
foods at other times. I respond that we could but they wouldn't be
as satisfying.

For the last three years, all or most of Ramadan has occurred while
I was at school. I would just grab dinner in the dining hall at iftar
time, eating whatever was on the menu. To me it isn't Ramadan
without home, and this year I will spend it there. I'm looking
torward to the daily sehris with my family, the prayers together,
and the iftar parties with friends. I can hardly wait for the Chaand
Raat, or the night of the moon, the last night of Ramadan and
the eve of the Eid-ul Fitr holiday when friends and family gather
to spot the moon, apply mehndi, and finish all the last-minute
preparations for the next day’s festivities. Let the anticipation
begin!
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Literacy:

English Access
MicroScholarship
Program

o5 8 Al
ol g i 1S i b

In partnership with provincial universities, the U.S. " P .
government, through its Consulate in Peshawar, has L,.Jb./__’.léy/,.y"nlLb{_uéd_bd‘l}’%léugg,&//lyﬁ

implemented an English Access MicroScholarship Program /..C/L . "'/',’ ’//LLL»&- L ,///,(i i "V »“)L. “'.‘i
(EAMP) for educationally deprived children in FATA and ’ Wf‘f&' o D ) e U'L’/o :/uw.)
NWEP. 'This literacy program aims to improve the ability of Uy Jé.ﬂiid"g;gaﬁ)yg(EAMP) ‘('/G/__. .;}/61

underprivileged students to communicate effectively and to o . - # Fos 2 s
bring them up to standard with students from the traditionally ”"J/¢L b J0 J"(u"-{"}&‘:’ e Krl/C/? UL J’b Y S

more educated segment of society by building proficiency in Jd’ J&Z /)lﬂrii d'{//’ﬂ’dzc/db/%’C/j’U{’d:UU Lf{//’
English reading, writing, and speaking. i " )

The EAMP was introduced in the NWFP in 2005 at Edwards Léé&b{u&jé(-/;bﬂbfy&f‘/‘wUV@P}L’%U’[;‘?W

College Peshawar. Sixty students from government-owned
schools in the province were inducted into the initial course.

The curriculum included instruction and materials for Jﬁ'(ﬁ?&-’?&rcﬁ/ﬁdﬂ%’ é()5/)é|d2005ﬂ/;{-(}:¢‘;‘64 s pn s
beginner, pre-intermediate and intermediate level students. u:*wé u'-lELfL[J@}QI’w"L/L u)’;fd/K/Z.z__ﬂu:w/&w
After showing success in building the capacity of students to L . .
read, write and understand English at Edwards College, the -Wgy/Jwﬁ'f&/*iézﬁéé/éaéff’u’ u"/.:%’/""(f{‘d'};:’

- e
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EAMP was expanded to other universities in the province, including:
University of Peshawar, Kohat University of Science and Technology,
Gomal University D.I. Khan and the Institute of Management Sciences
in Peshawar. These universities have provided a platform for over 500
students from the NWFP and FATA to enroll in the literacy program
and acquire basic English skills — an opportunity that, without the
English Access Microscholarship Program, would have been otherwise
unavailable to them.

In administering the course, the universities divided the EAMP into
two components. The first component teaches functional English
by familiarizing students with letter, application, essay, and precise
writing. This part of the course also includes a brief history of English
phonology and syntax as well as exercises designed to build vocabulary.
The second component builds on these functional skills by improving
English reading, speaking, and listening comprehension. Students
are encouraged to participate in group discussions and debates. The
EAMP worked with teachers to create a supportive atmosphere
whereby students could feel comfortable expressing their views and
ideas in a new language. By the end of each course, students are actively
participating in activities ranging from presentations to dialogue.

The EAMP also provided teachers with the opportunity to assist in
the character building of their students. Because most of the students
belonged to the tribal areas and had a tendency to fall victim to social
ills, special counseling was provided to educate them against the dangers
of drugs, extremism, violence and sexual abuse.

In addition to the program of instruction, the EAMP worked with
participating universities to strengthen their existing educational
infrastructures by providing them with a wide range of books as well
as much needed equipment, including computers. The EAMP also
enabled the Department of English Literature at the University of
Peshawar to incorporate American Literature in its Master’s of English
and Bachelor’s of English curriculum for affiliated colleges.

The current security situation in the region, especially the FATA, has
left many students with minimal educational opportunities. Courses
like the EAMP, in such circumstances, greatly benefit underprivileged
and educationally deprived students. The EAMP is a proven success in
building the English proficiency and communication skills capacity of
underprivileged students of the FATA and NWFP.
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cEDS

OF
PEACE
GROW

via

Digital
Video
Conference

Lahore - An air of excitement permeated the hall where
15 Pakistani youth in Lahore were about to interact
live with 30 youngsters in Mumbai via Digital Video
Conference (DVC). The youths, ranging from 16 to 21,
telt the weight of the topic they were about to discuss —
the Taliban’s influence in Pakistan.

“We have to act responsibly while expressing our point
of view on the Taliban uprising in Swat and adjoining
areas,” said one of them. “Surely, we don't support
the Taliban who have killed thousands of Pakistanis
through acts of sabotage and terrorism; they are enemies
of Pakistan and other peace loving people of the world,”
added another. The youths looked anxiously at the DVC
screen which was about to connect them with their
Seeds of Peace counterparts sitting in a similar hall, but
hundreds of miles away in Mumbai, India.

The fifth in a series of DVCs hosted by the Public
Affairs Section in Consulate Lahore and Consulate
Mumbai, this program brings the Pakistani and Indian
vouth together to discuss issues of mutual concern and
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A window Into the heart of a pe0ple
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From July 11-15, 2009, U.S. Consulate General Karachi hosted U.S.
speakers, filmmaker Tricia Regan and film specialist Bart Weiss as
part of the American Documentary Showcase. They engaged in
various programs and screenings over a four-day period.

On July 12 a showing of “Autism, The Musical” at the American
Club started the four-day event, followed by discussion with 25
local media that included producers, reporters and documentary
section heads of Pakistan’s leading private television stations. Some
freelance filmmakers also attended. It was scheduled to be a three
hour program, but the audience was so enthralled that the program
went long. The Daily Times newspaper reported the program on
front page of the City section in the July 14 edition.

On July 13, Bart and Tricia led an interactive session on “Latest
Developments in Documentary Filmmaking” with 18 professional
Pakistani filmmakers at the Consul General’s Residence. In this
5-hour workshop, the filmmakers discussed the latest techniques
in filmmaking in general, but particularly in documentaries. The
workshop attendees were particularly interested in learning from
experts what every documentary filmmaker and/or non-fiction
television producer should know and how to get projects made and
seen in today’s ever-changing market place. They also discussed
programming needs, strategies, how to get a green light when you
pitch your movie, and budgets that make sense.

A screening of “Autism the Musical,”in collaboration with Natakwalay
performing arts group, followed by a Q&A session with the media
studies students and contacts of Natakwalay at the residence later the
same evening. Forty-five youth, contacts of Natakwalay and students
of various institutes of Karachi, attended the event and were very
impressed with the movie. Most were curious about how to decide
on a topic for a documentary.

On July 14, the filmmakers granted an interview with the live
morning show of the country’s number one private English language
radio station. The young host, Junaid, discussed documentary film
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“Pakistan is at the center of global events and, thus,

it is a golden opportunity for Pakistani filmmakers

to share their perspectives; the world is hungry for
accurate information on Pakistan.”

Tricia Regan
iéu;)w&l“/f.&»l‘a uﬁ?}ﬁélﬁbdk.ﬁ;‘ﬂul}@”
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making in America and how the industry seems to be flourishing.
Tricia shared her experiences of film making with the listeners and
the reasons why she chose to make a documentary on autism. Again,
there was such interested generated by the interview that the program
host kept them for a full hour — 30 minutes longer than planned.
Both station management and the host at FM 89 were thrilled to
have these two American experts visit their station and speak to their
listeners.

Following the radio appearance, Bart and Tricia conducted a workshop
with 30 students selected from the media science departments of the
Shaheed Zulfigar Ali Bhutto Institute of Science and Technology,
the Indus Valley School of Arts, and Karachi University on the latest
techniques in filmmaking at Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto Institute.
In this workshop the filmmakers discussed in detail the importance
of doing your research before filming in order to have clear goals and
knowing what it is you are trying to achieve. Issues of representation,
consideration of audience, consistent production values,demonstration
of control of the medium, attention to the relationship between audio
and picture, shooting and editing were all touched on.

In the afternoon, the filmmakers met and exchanged ideas with
Pakistani filmmakers, renowned artists including Obaidullah Beg,
Rahat Kazmi and Arshad Mehmood on “filmmaking in the U.S.” at
the Marriott hotel.

A television interview was arranged with a leading English-language
news channel, Express 24/7. Tricia and Bart enjoyed talking to the
reporter, Fahd Desmukh, who was keen to meet and talk with the
American film professionals. The filmmakers were interviewed
separately for variety in airing. The interviews focused on the purpose

of Bart and Tricia’s visit to Pakistan, and how this interaction on -

documentary film making would benefit Pakistani filmmakers.

Since Karachi is Pakistan’s media hub, a final film screening was
arranged for early evening, followed by discussion with reporters,
producers and people working in the documentary sections of various
TV stations. AajTV, VOA News, Sindh TV News, a female freelance
producer, and reporters of The Nation and The News (English-
language daily newspapers) participated in the program. A film
screening was followed by an in-depth discussion on documentary
filmmaking, including shooting and editing techniques. The Nation
ran an article on the front page of their City section the next day, in
which they quoted Tricia Regan as saying “Pakistan is at the center
of global events and, thus, it is a golden opportunity for Pakistani
filmmakers to share their perspectives; the world is hungry for accurate
information on Pakistan.” Bart Weiss emphasized the great potential
of the students and filmmakers they met in Karachi.
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Alumni

Connect

Highlighting past participants of U.S. Government
sponsored fellowships, exchanges and grants

PR LA NN UK ARPPM-TK S R

Participant’s Name:

Humaira Naz

Biographical Sketch:

Ms. Naz holds a degree in
Journalism and is the recipient
of a diploma from the Women's |
Leadership ~ Program.  She
currenﬂy works as a program
officer overseeing development
and humanitarian efforts for
the Sarbad Rural Support
Program.  Presently, she is
managing programs specifically
designed to help women living
in IDP Camps in the North

West Frontier Province.
Program Name:

Women as Business and Economic

Leaders

Program Date:

February 23 — March 13, 2009
Number of Participants:
Three

Countries Represented:
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Kazakhstan
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Places Visited:

Washington; Berea, Kentucky; San Antonio, Texas; Austin, Texas;
California

What part of the program did you enjoy the most and
why?

I found the entire visit to be a great source of learning; however, for
me, traveling with Native Americans was the most interesting part. I
loved talking to people at airports and in airplanes as it gave me the
opportunity to get to know real Americans. I am also in contact with
people whom I met while traveling to different states and cities in the
United States.

Have you maintained contacts with other participants?

Yes, I am still in contact with my other colleagues. They were Mahesha
from Sri Lanka and Bakhyt from Kazakhstan and off course the
program coordinator Connie, ITE staff Emily, Rebbeca, Katka, Candy
Allen and Jeffery Buck from State Department.
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Why Study in the U.S.?

(AP Photo)

There are more than 3,800 colleges and universities in the U.S.
offering degree programs. You have a vast number of programs to
choose from, which means there is something available to meet
everyone’s needs. How can you find the best program for you?
You need to make intelligent choices, and prepare a successful
application.

Here are just a few reasons why more than 500,000 international
students from around the world are furthering their education in
the United States:

Qlal_ity: U.S. colleges are known worldwide for the quality of
their facilities, resources, and faculties. Accreditation systems
ensure that institutions continue to maintain these standards.

Choice: The U.S. education system is unrivalled worldwide in
the choice it offers of types of institutions, academic and social
environments, entry requirements, degree programs, and subjects
in which you can specialize.

Value: As an investment in your future, a U.S. degree offers
excellent value for the money. A wide range of tuition fees and
living costs, plus some financial help from colleges, have made
study in the United States affordable for thousands of students
before you.

Flexibility: One of the most distinctive features of U.S. universities
and colleges is the flexibility in choice of courses within a college
or university, but more importantly there is also the option for
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students to move between one institution and another. Completing :«Ur‘gb”u’jl}ﬂaé-ﬂ&ﬁgd!‘?u:-f/’

the first two years of an undergraduate degree at one institution, 3 -

sometimes a community college, and then moving to another, is very b3 & (Serte WAVLH -4V 4 LJC}C}]’Q}?;/LL?’UW&.{/W
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Choosing the best schools for you and preparing successful ks S e

applications will require commitment and careful planning on your * L j/y’lg,oil’f.:, Tiéé_/fb;,h}*’uﬁ;;gﬁﬂ"u,ﬂ’uﬁ,{/l Ll

part. # s “'
Facts and Myths about Studying in the U.S. et

We hear them all the time, some don't even make sense! Here we try “”}";‘b’(wu’/j"’yé(q“é’d“ﬂ'[z)uu@‘w}w‘f&,al‘f i

to separate truth from fiction about studying in the U.S. 2 b K'é)&/';/ﬁdzd’—uz.&ﬂw’}é L/Jﬂb(_@éb,u:‘g/m(uzz:‘_)
Myth: You have to pay fees to “advisors” to get information about ; 7 et L
Tt - Jee JESP Rl S o Sins e 6 (15 EIK E K

Fact: U.S. Education Foundation — Pakistan (USEFP) advisors U~ ¢/-t é/cf{?d{gfi/ﬁ"o}ug’"iéu):‘..‘fd/,l,v///bé‘éqb@’d’ﬁ'
provide FREE assistance to students considering higher education

in the US. with any aspect of the application process, from Lndu/iﬁé,ﬁbii(T-u&!uf.{/M‘uzJL?:/JTOEFL/:IGRE

selecting a college, to writing the personal statement, to receiving -4-5)4-/)&!(&//}(3'%&6"0}(}5:’/)«6 ISRl
a pre-departure orientation. They are also an authorized center for R Wi = g; i b
standardized tests, including the GRE and TOEFL, required for _c‘_u‘.;,/.ﬂwd:.{/l urple

admission to U.S. higher education. USEFP can advise students via

phone, email or in person. Uﬂfl’w"'{’"'JL‘LLwdg‘VzL”*l?'f'dK{L/J‘l’ffﬂutJ/' A
Myth: It’s too expensive to study in the U.S. (f'//—J‘JUK}”J:uw/g_fj/fz'b‘/’/ﬁwﬁ{_&)#/&L{/'M}G.c‘_;ﬁr
Fact: Studying in the U.S. is an expensive proposition but there Lfj{»«To!WJ:J’-UZ&))UIJL/&J{U?/){:Z/)‘él{({/’-u’?"@»u'dl

is financial assistance available! The U.S. government provides ¥
scholarships such as the Fulbright, organizations in Pakistan may J L/{;,l,l]ldﬁ(jvé Ukl J")Jl'{j)‘j! é)/(f{yju.jvjv
provide funding, U.S. colleges and universities may offer financial p

aid, or you may be able to work while in school (subject to visa /._f/;lL'/C,/”ﬂuu:‘.’éK(j,;f.l:l:/{d/,c/';,l?l/’l(L'!/_jb»w"ll‘?_ug;ﬁyd’-{é:}
restrictions.) There are also ways to reduce your educational costs @l‘?’]"&ujffT/'//”/.tjb/Lébéj‘d’ug'lz-tl?ﬂf;u:ub’/}iz&/iLL/wﬂ

such as getting a tuition waiver, lowering your living expenses, or

starting at a community college and then transferring to a university _ w fﬁ/ﬁl}éw/uﬁgztﬁufﬂ,’ﬁé
to complete your degree. A USEFP advisor can help you explore all Ly - . o
of the possibilities for funding your education. -L—Lufl@iéﬁwrﬂw,{/ll&du& Loyl
Myth: Pakistanis can’t get visas to study in the U.S. Fai | ,200u52008dwh-‘_/g@/J’u(»"“u:,{/udu@u:nﬁdz NS X o

Fact: Many Pakistanis have studied in the U.S.In fact, in year 2008 &oh4cLﬁC}}Uﬁfdﬁf/'/leéé/:t_l,fbfd/bl'/n_‘r‘bﬁ”b’/ux:t‘fLo)L)

over 1,200 Pakistanis were issued student visas. Please remember
that students should apply for their visa 4 months before they start ~& (e rerlPn

1 in the U.S. 5 o # e il j .
fiaessgin toe _ o Gt D w72 S L0 S JurCirl E Pk 1 sk
Myth: I can wait until I graduate to start looking at opportunities A ; ([
to study in the U.S. d)/@:}dl}?(}/&b"”%oﬂ SKJIKQL/C)/UI‘!KJ.{/U@A’ e
Fact: You should begin your search at least 18 months before you b/ s sl IS Y o A_TL L

expect to begin classes in the U.S. The first step is to contact USEFP p P g
to speak with an advisor. ~<‘;Lﬁyc4<b/fla:&)’”uﬁ¢_/§é:|/f’/dﬂ7u:.{/l Lyl

Myth: Information on studying in the U.S. is difficult to find. g/djlpc‘t}p‘y”/”a},v e Uiz fwﬁﬁ”'u:'i/%’kf&%&' o

Fact: There are many websites that offer free, accurate information : "

to prospective students. 1%

+ U.S. Education Foundation — Pakistan: www.usefpakistan.org 3017/L-c/i’}55tf{4{-’d'£'
www.usefpakistan.org ‘ 3 :

+ Student Visas: www.islamabad.usembassy.gov www.islamabad.usembassy.gov 1152551«

* educationUSA - Your Guide to U.S. Higher Education:

www.educationusa.state.go

www.educationusa.state.go L L(:};&ikj:.g/l_g| Jlgﬂglf
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“Your guide to attractions, culture and history within the 50 states of
America in chronological order of admission to the Union”

Qi &l B8 3 AL Ui g Sk
£ i eI Gs b s

(AP Photo)

A Layer of levender wildflowers covers a farm field near Burkittswille, Md
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Admission to Union:  April 28, 1788 (7t State)

(ol fF1)1788 1128 s 200

Capital: Annapolis u%;lz,’ :.:/;gm:
Population: Approximately 5,633,597 (2008 est.) (L el 2008)5,633,597 1 ¥ LT
State Flag State Seal /Jyg/
State Bird YIS State Flower: LAY
(Baltimore Oriole) WS S (The Black Eyed Susan) Syl

Background

Maryland was one of the 13 original colonies. Its first capital
was St. Mary’s City. In 1694, the capital was transferred to
Annapolis, where it remains today.

Every war waged on U.S. soil has seen major action by
Marylanders. In 1755, British General Edward Braddock,
assisted by Lieutenant Colonel George Washington, trained
his army at Cumberland for the fight against the French and
Indians. In the Revolution, General William Howe invaded
Maryland at the head of Chesapeake Bay, and a battle was
joined at Brandywine Creek in Pennsylvania before the
British moved on to capture Philadelphia. Maryland troops
in the Battle of Long Island made a heroic bayonet coverage
of the retreat. The courageous action of the “Old Line” gave
the state one of its nicknames. The War of 1812 saw Fort
McHenry at Baltimore withstand attack by land and sea, with
the action immortalized in the National Anthem by Francis
Scott Key, a Frederick lawyer. In the Civil War, Maryland
was a major battleground at Antietam; troops moved back
and forth through the state for the four bloody years of
destruction.

A border state with commercial characteristics of both
North and South, Maryland found its original dependence
on tobacco relieved by the emerging Industrial Revolution.
Modern factories, mills, and ironworks around Baltimore
became important to the state’s economy. Educational
institutions were established and the port of Baltimore, at
the mouth of the Patapsco River, flourished. In the mid-
19th century, with the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad and the
Chesapeake & Ohio Canal carrying freight to the fast-
developing western states, Maryland thrived.

Sports enthusiasts have always thought well of Maryland.
The state’s thousands of miles of tidal shoreline allow plenty
of elbow room for aquatic diversion. Maryland’s race tracks
include Pimlico, featuring the nationally known Preakness
Stakes, and Laurel. Deer hunting is allowed in most counties
and goose hunting on the Eastern Shore. Historical sites
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Downtown Annapolis
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cover the landscape, and more are constantly
being opened up to the public by the state and
National Park Service. Highways are good;

reaching places in the Baltimore-Washington,

DC, area is simplified by direct, high-speed, four-
lane highways constructed around, between, and
radiating from these cities.

Maryland is the 19th most populous state, it is
ranked 42nd in size by area, making it the 6th
most densely populated state.

Attractions

Maryland prides itself on its varied terrain and
diverse economy. Metropolitan life around the
., great cities of Baltimore and
f Washington, DC (the land was
/‘ ceded partly from Maryland in
1791) is balanced by the rural
atmosphere in central and southern
Maryland and on the Eastern
Shore, across the Chesapeake Bay.
Green mountains in the western
counties contrast with white
Atlantic beaches. A flourishing
travel industry, agricultural and
dairy wealth in central Maryland,
the seafood industry of the Bay and
% jts tidal rivers, manufacturing and
commerce in the cities, plus federal government
and defense contracts combine to make the state
prosperous.

Annapolis

The capital of Maryland, gracious and dignified
in the colonial tradition, Annapolis has had a rich
history for more than 300 years. Planned and laid

| outas the provincial capital in 1695, it was the first

peacetime capital of the United States (Congress
met here November 26,1783 to August 13,1784).
In 1845, the U.S. Naval Academy was established
here at the Army’s Fort Severn. Town life centers
on sport and commercial water-oriented activities,
state government, and the academy. Every May, at
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commencement time, thousands of visitors throng
the narrow brick streets.

Baltimore

Metropolis of Maryland and one of America’s
great cities, Baltimore is a city of neighborhoods
built on strong ethnic foundations, a city of
historic events that helped shape the nation, and
a city that has achieved an incredible downtown
renaissance in the past 20 years. It is a major East
Coast manufacturing center and, almost from its
beginning, a world seaport. Several colleges and
universities, foremost of which is Johns Hopkins,
make their home here.

Lying midway between north and south and
enjoying a rich cultural mixture of both, Baltimore
is one of the nation’s oldest cities. When British
troops threatened Philadelphia during the
Revolutionary War, the Continental Congress fled
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to Baltimore, which served as the nation’s capital Weais

for a little more than two months.

In October 1814, a British fleet attacked the city
by land and sea. The defenders of Fort McHenry
withstood the naval bombardment for 25 hours
until the British gave up. Francis Scott Key saw
the huge American flag still flying above the
fort and was inspired to pen “The Star-Spangled

Banner.”

Rapid growth in the early 19th century resulted
from the opening of the National Road and then
the nation’s first railroad, the Baltimore & Ohio.
Politics was a preoccupation in those days, and the
city hosted many national party conventions. At
least seven presidents and three losing candidates
were nominated here. Edgar Allan Poe’s mysterious
death in the city may have been at the hands of
shady electioneers.

Untouched physically by the Civil War, effects
came later when Southerners flooded in to rebuild
their fortunes and commerce was disrupted by the
loss of Southern markets. A disastrous fire in 1904
destroyed 140 acres of the business district but the
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Ocean City
G

N | Vhakhe ~ Reaoaw

city recovered rapidly and, during the two World
Wiars, was a major shipbuilding and naval repair
center.

Ocean City

Approximately 8 million visitors annually visit
Ocean City, a year-round resort on Maryland’s
Eastern Shore that boasts a 10-mile beachfront,
a three-mile boardwalk and an endless number

of eateries and shops — some dating back to the
1920s.

Ocean City is an appealing destination for families
with young children. Water slides, amusement
parks, haunted houses and dozens of minijature
golf courses entice returning visitors. A Wild West
theme park that features a rodeo and ceremonial
Indian dances js another family attraction.

For others, Ocean City is a place for parasailing,
kayaking, fishing, surfing and golf — 15 courses
are within a short-distance drive. The town is also
home to the largest white marlin tournament in
the country. A local outlet mall with more than 60
national-brand stores is another option, especially
for those rare times when it rains.
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North East & Chesapeake City

Located in the crooks of the waterways that flow
into the top of the Chesapeake Bay, North East
and Chesapeake City are two getaway destinations
about an hour north of Baltimore that offer
waterside relaxation and small-town charm.

North East’s Main Street has a variety of
restaurants and shops, including places that
specialize in Chesapeake Bay art. At the Day
Basket Factory, you'll see white oak baskets being
woven in a manner that hasn't changed much
since the factory opened in 1876. St. Mary Anne’s
Episcopal Church, which dates back to the 1700s,
is also here. The church cemetery is one of the
oldest in Maryland.

The Upper Bay Museum, located in the 13-acre
North East Community Park at the edge of the
North East River, has an extensive collection of
hunting and fishing memorabilia. You can also
visit Turkey Point Lighthouse in Elk Neck State
Park, ten miles down the road.

Chesapeake City, situated on the Chesapeake &
Delaware Canal, is a scenic town known for its
bed and breakfasts, shops, galleries, restaurants,
restored Victorian homes and summer concerts.
The historic area of town is listed in the National
Register of Historical Places.

Take a cruise along the canal on The Miss Clare.
You can also tour the town in a horse-drawn
carriage. At the C & D Canal Museum, you'll
learn about the history of this 14-mile long canal,
which splits the town north and south. Or, take
a drive through a nearby area of Thoroughbred
horse farms.
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Dreams Served as Dinner

A Moth_er’s Dream of
Learning to Read

Comes True
10y | G (S el ol el

Every line on the face of 48-year-old Ghulam J'!?‘L&/U,Lf-UL”/’JL;U!?/!'Q@U‘;.{/:JK—/ZLJ}’[’WJVJ:JW’
Sughra tells the story of years of hardships. She . . , _ .
was born in a poor and conservative family of U':;—-U‘(j”]*géd/‘%”//”kjfw«’——)g'[’W'D’-Uz&fjtff-gulf-b

a factory worker in a suburb of Rawalpindi, 10 4}%'#u:u'/@;//af'ﬁn'uf‘éu"}iﬁLbL/ §UE LUK
miles south of Islamabad. - ’ "‘ “ (

“When I would watch my brothers go to J’ﬁ’fu’fw%'%)‘U:"%C(‘fL”L/:E“éuLJLJ}fU:E«’K‘&/"

school,” Sughra, now a mother of three, recalls, 0oz S ET S E T Fock .
“I wished I could go with them.” Vi lgm’LrﬁuJ/fdru/ ]fd/{jufud’/’"”d't?

But her uncle ruled the family, and he strongly J/(’(yu:d’ﬁ‘é‘-")gjé K'WJU’{%‘;—/"/-/L‘?U:‘Z.,@LJ'U?
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“I was like a partially

| was so eager to see.”

blind person who could only
see shadows,” Sughra says.
“USAID brought me the vision __i..,»9¢z5 /i 5 41

to see the world - a world
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opposed education for girls. Despite her desire to attend
school, Sughra remained illiterate.

As she grew up, she continued to desire an education.
She became her mother’s helper around the house and
learned how to cook. “Someone once told me about
cooking recipes printed in magazines,” she recalls. “I
clipped and hid them away, dreaming there might come
a day when I'd be able to read them.”

Today she can read those recipes and a lot more. More
than a year and a half ago, Sughra completed training
in USAID’s Interactive Teaching and Learning
Program. With a voice that reflects new self-esteem,
Sughra displayed her recipe collection, which includes
newspaper clippings like those she wished she could
read in years past.

The $7.8 million Interactive Teaching and Learning
Program is being implemented in 400 schools
throughout Rawalpindi, Islamabad and Karachi. The
family literacy component aims to promote literacy
by bringing parents and their children together in a
comfortable learning environment.

Over 800 teachers have been trained to carry out
the program, which includes 100 language and math
lessons. "Thus far, more than 5,200 parents and adult
siblings of students in 140 schools in Rawalpindi,
Islamabad, and Karachi have received literacy training
and learned basic math skills whereas three thousand
parents and adult siblings are currently enrolled under
this program.

Now that she can read her saved collection of recipes,
Sughra cooks meals that her family has judged as
exceptional as her youngest daughter, who is preparing
for her own graduation exams, continues to help Sughra
improve her reading and cooking skills.

In addition to recipes, Sughra can also easily read Urdu
newspapers and make household calculations. Recently,
a neighborhood vegetable vendor was shocked when
Sughra reminded him of the money that he had
promised to pay her months ago — he had not realized
that she was now able to write and was keeping a small
ledger of expenses.

“I was like a partially blind person who could only see
shadows,” Sughra says. “USAID brought me the vision

to see the world — a world I was so eager to see.”
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Highlighting books
foundintheIRC’'s and
Lincoln Corners around
PaRistan

Title:

Brave New Schools:
Challenging Cultural Illiteracy
Through Global Learning Networks

Author:
Jim Cummins and Dennis Sayers
Publisher:

Palgrave Macmillan. 1995.
374 pages.
ISBN 0312126697

Description:

Declaring that McLuhan’s “global village” is upon us, the
authors of this discerning report describe a revolutionary
pedagogy that is already having widespread impact in the
classroom of the Internet. They advocate “long-distance
teaching partnerships across cultures" that will take advantage
of the latest technology to promote academic achievement.

Their prescription for educational reform, they claim,
encourages student sensitivity to a variety of cultural
perspectives. The eight models viewed here focus on two
active nétworks and portray students in pursuit of knowledge
as “border crossers”in a multicultural environment. Educators
are challenged by these findings to harness technology to
address school reform.

Part two, about half the book, is a guide to the Internet for
parents and teachers. It includes a 100-page list of Internet
resources. Cummins is professor of modern languages at the
Ontario Institute in Toronto; Sayers directs the bilingual
education program at New York University.

Location:

American Information Resource Center, Islamabad
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Ask =2

the Consul

Your chance to ask the Consul General
at the U.S. Embassy, Islamabad your
visa related questions

What is a fiancé and
how does a fiancé visa
work?

A fiancé(e) is a person who
is engaged or contracted to
be married, but who has

not yet actually married his
or her intended spouse.

Fiancé visas (K-1 wvisas)
are for persons who want
to come to the United
States to get married to
an American citizen, and
to live in the U.S. after
the marriage. In general,
in order to qualify for
fiancé nonimmigrant visa
classification, the applicant
must haye met his or h§r (AP Photo)
prospective spouse n
person within the past two years. In addition, the
eventual marriage between the applicant and his or her
spouse must be legally possible according to laws of the
state in the United States where the marriage will take
place. For example, some states in the United States
prohibit marriage between first or second cousins, or
place restrictions on marriage between minors (persons

under 18).

The K-1 visa is a nonimmigrant visa. Unlike with
an immigrant visa, entering the United States with a
K-1 visa does not make the visa holder a permanent
resident. Instead, the K-1 visa holder must marry his
or her spouse within 90 days of entering the U.S. and
file for permanent residency with the Department of
Homeland Security. If the K-1 visa holder decides not
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to get married, he or she must depart the United
States no later than 90 days after entry.

If your fiancée is an American citizen and you
want to travel to the United States to marry and
live in the U.S., you must have your prospective
spouse file an I-129F Petition for Alien Fiancé(e)
in the United States with the Department of
Homeland Security’s U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services office. These petitions
cannot be filed at U.S. Embassies overseas.

If you have already married your spouse, you do
not qualify for a K-1 visa. Your spouse should file
an I-130 petition for you to receive an immigrant
visa instead.

What should 1 expect when I come in for
my nonimmigrant visa interview?

Once you are inside the Consular section, you will
be given a token number. Then you will queue for
the ten-print fingerprinting process. After the
fingerprinting is complete, you will have a seat
in the waiting room until your token number is
called. At the time of the interview, you will have
a conversation with the interviewing officer. You
must answer the officer’s questions with as much
detail as possible and present any additional
documentation only if requested. At the end of
the interview, you will be told whether your visa
is approved or denied.
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Education: College of Opportunity

http://www.america.gov/multimedia/videohtml?videold=4685102001
Community colleges give countless Americans the opportunity to receive
higher education.

Eid in America

http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.htmlPvideold=1883577479
More than 400,000 ethnically-diverse Muslims celebrate Eid and the
holy month of Ramadan in Washington, D.C.
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