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theed |’[OI”S Corner

Dear Readers:

The November edition of Khabr-o-Nazar focuses on
suffrage and its global implications. As citizens of the
world, the “right to vote” is a cornerstone for ensuring
the vibrancy of a democracy. This right is a tremendous
responsibility for citizens that enjoy such freedoms. On
Nov. 4th, Americans have the opportunity to exercise
their rights as citizens and cast ballots for the person they
believe will best guide them through the next four years
and perhaps beyond. No one knows what the outcome will
be. But each person who votes does so with their hearts,
minds, and prayers in the hopes that whichever candidate
wins, he/she will be a worthy steward of the power invested
in them as the leader of the nation. In this edition, we also
follow the historic visit of Secretary Hillary Clinton’s visit
to Pakistan and share in the joys of both the Thanksgiving
and Edi-al-Adha holidays.

In our regular features we travel to the New England state
of New Hampshire and follow the travels of a University
of Karachi professor of international relation’s travels to
America via the U.S. government sponsored international
visitor’s program.

In closing, the staff of Khabr-o-Nazar would like to say
“farewell” to Jeremiah Knight who has served as managing
editor of the magazine for the past year. In this year the
magazine has undergone many changes in part due to his
guidance

Richard W. Snelsire
Editor-in-Chief and Press Attache
U.S. Embassy Islamabad

Email: infoish@state.gov
Website: http//Islamabad.usembassy.gov
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Khabr Chat -

Responses from our readers

I'have read your magazine namely “Khabr-o-
Nazar,” and 1 feel that this magazine is very
informatory; especially the message of U.S.
President Barack Hussain Obama about the
month of Ramadan was very appreciating.
His message was a message of humanity.

Ghulam Mohammad Naz
Rawalpindi

The other day I happened to see Khabr-o-
Nazar, a monthly Urdu/English magazine
being published by the Public Affairs
Section of your embassy. 1 was greatly
impressed by the standard of its production
and informative value of its contents.

Lt Col (r) Ghulam Jilani Khan
Lahore

The Khabr-o-Nazar’ September issue
was fabulous, as it highlighted President
Obama’s Ramadan message, and the maiden
experience of a girl of keeping fastin her early
childhood. The digital video conference of
the Seeds of Peace was also very interesting
piece, but the winning articles about the U.S.
and Pakistan struggle for independence were
also very informative. Please do publish
something about the explorations and
discoveries in different fields of science and
technologies.

Jamil Ahmad
Dera Ismail Khan
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LookingiorANSWeErs

“Looking for answers” gives our readers a voice to
comment and share their views on myriad topics that are
shaping our world. Each edition of “Looking for Answers”
poses a question to you (our readers) and invites you

to share your thoughts with us in short essay form. All
submissions will be reviewed by the Public Affairs Section
of the US. Embassy. Two Monthly Winners will be
chosen and have their essays published in the subsequent
edition of Khabr-o-Nazar. Winners will also receive a
prize from the Public Affairs Section. Along with the two
monthly winners, three Honorable mentions will receive
certificates.

The following are the official guidelines for essay
submissions:
m Essays should not exceed 250 words

m All essay submissions must be sent electronically to
infoisb@state.gov or via mail

m All essays must focus on the question presented in
the most current edition of "Looking for Answers”

m Deadline for submission of essays is the 25th of every
month.

m All submissions must include the submitter's complete
name, telephone number and home or work address.

m Essays will be published in the forthcoming editions
of Khabr-o-Nazar.

w Winner will receive a prize mailed to their indicated
address.

Question pronth
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If you feel there is no suitable
candidate in an election, is it
acceptable to not exercise your
right to vote?
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Hatim Ahmad

Lahore

Winning Article

In your opinion,
who IS the most

Pakistani author
and why?

[ declare sans hesitation that Prof. Sallmaan Raffiq is the
most important Pakistani author of today. In 2007, the then
Education Minister of the Punjab, Mian Imran Masood
held a special ceremony in the Lahore Press Club honoring
this writer and declared “Sallmaan Raffig’s writings are the
intellectual property and pride of the Pakistani nation.” He
then awarded a special shield and prize to the author for
meritorious service to the cause of education and literature
and for initiating the revival of book reading in Pakistani
society. The author’s new book ‘Mansions of the Mind’ was
then presented to the American Consulate Principal Officer,
Brian D. Hunt.

Sallmaan Raffiq is a Professor of English language and
literature in the Punjab Education Department for the last
25 years, having taught at Post-graduate level in Pakistan’s
best educational institutions like Government College and
Forman Christian College, Lahore. Thus he brings knowledge
and scholarship to his writings. Then, he is bi-lingual, writing
in both English and Urdu. His English works ( poetry and
prose ) automatically qualify him to an international audience
and improve Pakistan s image abroad. His versatility earns
him admirers from varied walks of life as he expresses himself
in the genres of poetry, novels, drama, short stories and essays.
His publications in book or magazine form include, apart
from above-mentioned works, “The Thousand and Second
Night’, Flights of Fancy’, (Poetry), ‘Pakistani Odyssey’, Susan’s
Desire’, (Novels ), etc. His short stories in Urdu, especially
those of two 12 year old twin sisters, one mischievous, the
other a diametric opposite, have created a new dimension in
Urdu literature and fiction for children. His multi-dimensional
personality embraces acting, direction, palmistry, compering,
sports-leadership, commentating, all at International level.
These activities lend peculiar richness to his writings and make
him unique among Pakistani authors. Such a dynamic person
can truly serve as an excellent ambassador for Pakistan. He has
been interviewed by every major English and Urdu newspaper

and magazine of Pakistan. He has also served as a Director of
the Lahore Arts Council.

6 1 Knabr-o-Nazar
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By Aamir Aziz,

Lahore

Winning Article
SJBET

s ¢

Literature is the reflection of a society. It plays a pivotal
role in promoting civilization, culture and customs. The
progress made by people as well as the development
of countries and regions have indirect relations with
literature, sprouted from the thoughts, philosophy and
the creativeness of the literati. The literatus helps in the
growth of creativity and human thinking and opens new
vistas of knowledge and positive trends in a society.

I think the most important literary personality, who is
one of the greatest names in the literary world and an
integral part of the Pakistani literature, is Faiz Ahmed
Faiz. He represents sections of Pakistani society that
are considered the downtrodden and for whom life
is meaningless. His poetry is the representative of
the people’s voice. He rendered meritorious services
educating the ordinary masses and the have-nots
regarding the freedom of opinion and raised the voice for
their rights and acknowledging their existence. Besides
Urdu, Faiz also illustrated the culture of the Punjab
province through his Punjabi poems. His famous poem
“Abb Takht Giraey Jaen Gey Aur Taaj Uchchalay Jaen
Gey (Now the thrones will be turned upside down and
the crowns will be removed)” played a momentous role in
the politics of Pakistan. These words of Faiz electrified
the nation, which was hitherto completely liberated of
political insight and awareness. The most meritorious
service Faiz has rendered is that he erased the agony
and suffocation in Pakistani society through his poetry
and raised his voice against the religious extremism
and clericalism. This achievement of Faiz Ahmed Faiz
deserves to be written in golden words.
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Honorable Mentions

« Shumaila Rasheed, Rawalpindi

« Asghar Ali Mubarik, Rawalpindi
« Mohammad Jamil Mirza, Sialkot
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Abraham Lincoln described
democracy as “government
of the people, by the people,
and for the people.” For that
government to be “by the
people,” however, requires
that the people decide who
their leaders will be.

Who exercises that right has
been a persistent question in
American history. A theme that runs throughout the American

-
past is the gradual expansion of the franchise, from a ballot limited
to white, male property-owners to a universal franchise for nearly
everyone over the age of 18.

It would be a mistake, however, to view the expansion of the suffrage
as either inevitable or peaceful. Although Colonial Americans

certainly believed in a free ballot, they also believed that the ballot =
ought to be restricted to men of property because wealth gave them 0 n I n
a greater understanding of the needs of the society. The history of

this franchise, although essential to the workings of democracy and
the protection of individual rights, is a story of constant conflict.

‘The progress of universal voting has been neither straightforward nor | —
easy. Bitter political fights during the Jacksonian Era (1820s-1840s)
were waged to eliminate the property requirement. A bloody civil

war that nearly tore the country apart led to the enfranchisement
of black former slaves.

In World War I, proponents of the ballot for women seized on =
Woodrow Wilson's call to make the world safe for democracy to
press their case. Similarly, the sacrifice of blacks in World War I1 led

the courts to begin tearing down the obstacles that had been erected

8 Khabr-o-Nazar
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also created states in which there was little wealth, and in which
the egalitarian spirit of the frontier dominated. In the older states,
the growth of industry and cities created a large working class that
demanded participation in the political process even if its members
had neither land nor significant personal property. Even in southern
states, where the landed gentry still held sway, the growth of urban
middle and working classes led to the demand for the vote free of
property qualifications.

Perhaps the greatest force behind the expansion of the suffrage was
the rise of organized political parties that fielded slates of candidates
that ran for office advocating a specific political viewpoint. During
the first half of the 19th century, the Democratic Party, led by
the followers of Andrew Jackson, mobilized urban voters and
led the fight to expand the franchise and do away with property
requirements. Their opposition, the Whigs, would have preferred to
have kept the suffrage limited, but recognizing that they fought a
losing battle, also joined in, hoping to get some of the credit, as well

Governor E ning the At

th state to r

-Kentueky was the twent

as the votes, of those who could now freely cast their ballot.

But, if by the 1850s most white males over the age of 21 could vote,
two very large groups remained excluded from the political process
— African Americans and women.

RACE QUALIFICATIONS

It took a civil war to abolish slavery in the southern states,and as part
of the effort to give the former bondsmen legal status and equality,
the nation passed three amendments to the Constitution. The 13th
Amendment did away with slavery as an institution; the 14th for
the first time made citizenship a national trait, and conferred it on

all persons born or naturalized in the United States; and the 15th
barred any state from denying the vote on the basis of race.

But the promise of emancipation soon faded, as one southern state
after another not only put up legal or procedural roadblocks to keep
blacks away from the polls, but through segregation laws relegated
them to a permanent state of inferiority. Not until World War 11,
as American troops, both black and white, battled to defeat the
Axis powers, did it become apparent that one could not fight for
the rights of people overseas while denying those same rights to
Americans simply because of the color of their skin.

10 Khabr-0-Nazar
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In the middle of the war, the Supreme Court heard a challenge to
the all-white primary system that was the norm throughout the
South. In primary elections, members of a particular party choose
which of the candidates will be the party’s choice in the November
general election. From the 1880s until the 1960s, whoever won the
Democratic Party primary in most southern states was guaranteed
victory in the general election, because the Republican Party was so
weak in the South.

Although the primary thus was an important, perhaps the most
important, part of the election process, southern states maintained
the fiction that political parties were private organizations, and
thus could exclude blacks from membership and from voting in the
primaries. In 1944, the Supreme Court struck down this fiction,
and began the process by which African Americans could claim
their legitimate right to vote.

'The battle for black equality was far from over, and during the
1950s and 1960s the great civil rights movement led by Martin
Luther King Jr., Thurgood Marshall and others attacked racial
discrimination in the courts and in the halls of Congress. The
results, regarding voting, included the 24th Amendment in 1964
that abolished the poll tax (which required people to pay a tax for
the right to vote and therefore kept many poor people, especially
blacks, from voting) and the landmark Voting Rights Act of 1965.

For the first time in 100 years, the post-Civil War Reconstruction
Amendments would now be enforced, and the law not only targeted
practices that excluded blacks from voting, but gave the federal
government the power to enforce the law at all levels.

GENDER QUALIFICATIONS

Exactly when women began seeking the ballot is unclear, and there
is evidence that women did vote occasionally in some of the states
following the Revolution. ‘The initiation of serious agitation for
universal suffrage, including women, usually is attributed to the
Seneca Falls Convention of 1848, which explicitly copied much
of the Declaration of Independence and then substituted the sins
of men against women in place of the actions of King George 111
toward his American Colonies.

But the reform movement of the 1850s could support only one major
effort, and that proved to be the abolition of slavery, a movement in
which women played a key role. When Congress gave the former
slaves the right to vote, however, women felt betrayed.

Because states still controlled voting, women began by lobbying
state legislatures for the ballot. The Wyoming territory gave women
the vote in 1869, but by 1900 only four states had granted women
full political equality. The movement picked up steam during the
Progressive Era, the two decades of reform ferment between 1897
and 1917, and advocates of the ballot called for a constitutional
amendment.

When the United States entered World War I as a declared effort
to save democracy, political wisdom dictated that one could not
send Americans to fight and die for an ideal overseas while denying
it to half the population at home. President Woodrow Wilson, who
had originally opposed such an amendment, now endorsed it; and
Congress approved a constitutional amendment in June 1919. The
necessary 36 states ratified the proposed amendment in less than a
year, in time for women to vote in the 1920 presidential election.
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a Celebration of Political Activism

Volunteers, partisan and nonpartisan, keep the wheels of democracy turning
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Washington -- Bright balloons bob above a sea of rainbow-colored
signs as loudspeakers blare music and announcements, and people in
hats and shirts emblazoned with slogans hand out fliers, stickers and
buttons. Election Day in the United States often arrives dressed as a
carnival, ready to attract attention and excite voter interest.

The day begins early. On November 4, in villages, towns and cities
across the United States, thousands of volunteers will rise before
dawn to lend a hand for the U.S. elections. Some will line up outside
campaign headquarters, eager to pick up the flyers, pamphlets
and signs they will distribute at polling places in the hope of still
influencing voters’ decisions.

Others will go directly to the school cafeterias, gymnasiums and
community centers that serve as polling places to assist in checking
voter rolls, setting up voting machines and ensuring the elections are
conducted in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations.

For these dedicated volunteers, Election Day is the culmination
of months of hard work — a day when volunteers of all ages and
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backgrounds enjoy the excitement and occasional chaos of democracy
in action.

VOLUNTEERS ESSENTIAL TO U.S. POLITICAL
CAMPAIGNS

A campaign worker’s involvement might have started with a newspaper
article, a call for help from a community group or labor union, or a
chance meeting with a prospective candidate. It might have been an
issue on which he or she felt passionately that prompted a voter to
give a candidate more than just a vote on Election Day. Whatever
their initial reason for getting involved, these volunteers, most of
them unpaid, lend their time and expertise to inform, educate and
encourage their fellow voters to support specific candidates, political
parties or issues.

Their involvement is essential to the U.S. election process. Most
political organizations in the United States rely heavily on unpaid
volunteers to mount effective campaigns, and both parties actively
recruit volunteers on national, state and local levels.

In the United States, campaign workers perform a variety of tasks to
promote their candidates’ messages and get out the vote:

(AP Photo)
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A New York polling place uses a voting machine for the first time during the general election on Nov. 2, 1935
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4 November 2008 - New York, NY - Voters stand in line to vote at PS 290 on East 82 Street, Manhattan
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* “Lit drops” involve distributing printed literature about a candidate
to voters’ homes, with volunteers assigned a specific area.

+ “Canvassing” involves knocking on the doors of homes to talk with
voters.

* “Mailers”are campaign literature sent to voters’homes, but volunteers
prepare the material — folding letters and stuffing, stamping and
addressing envelopes.

* “Phone-banking”involves hundreds, sometimes thousands, of phone
calls to prospective voters, promoting candidates and encouraging
participation in the election.

Months in advance of the election, volunteers start distributing
signs for voters to place in their windows or yards and handing out
literature at bus and subway stops. They attend rallies and fundraising
events, wear 'T-shirts with campaign slogans and display flags and
bumper stickers on their cars — all to demonstrate support for the
candidates of their choice.

On Election Day, volunteers distribute campaign literature and voter
information at polling places and serve as their parties’ witnesses to
the legal conduct of voting. A long day’s work (sometimes more than
12 hours at the polls) is capped by an anxious wait at a “victory” party
for news of whether their candidate won or lost the election.

THE IMPORTANCE OF NONPARTISAN VOLUNTEERS
Many other volunteers working on Election Day take a deliberately

nonpartisan approach and work to educate rather than influence
voters.

14 | Khabr-o-Nazar
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Ewery polling place in the United
States relies on election officials to
ensure fair, orderly voting, protect the
rights of voters, and enforce voting

laws and regulations.
c.@;%,ww{ﬁi@ﬁ L.{/’
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Members of the League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political
organization established in 1920, are dedicated to improving
government and enhancing public policy through citizen education.
The organization describes itself as “a grassroots organization,
working at the national, state and local levels” throughout the United
States and its territories. Strictly nonpartisan, it neither supports nor
opposes candidates for office at any level of government and acts as a
respected neutral party in political events such as candidate debates.
Some of its members also serve as election officials.

Every polling place in the United States relies on election officials
to ensure fair, orderly voting, protect the rights of voters, and
enforce voting laws and regulations. Requirements for serving as an
election official vary from state to state, but all require officials to
be registered voters. States also prohibit candidates seeking office, as
well as members of the candidates’ families, from serving as election

officials.

Election officials must undergo training before Election Day to
become familiar with both the procedures and the machinery for
voting. They learn how to assist voters without influencing, interfering
with, or intruding upon the right to vote freely and secretly. Above all,
election officials must be impartial. They cannot promote a specific
candidate and cannot wear or display any items that advertise a
candidate or a political party.

On November 5, the streamers will be down, the signs removed
and all the related trappings of a spirited campaign season packed
away, as the volunteers return to their usual routines and their newly
elected leaders get on with the business of governance. And, in offices
scattered across the nation, the planning will begin for the 2010
elections.
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Secretary Clinton Concludes

3-DAY VISIT TO PAKISTAN
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U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton today completed a
3-day visit to Pakistan. In her meetings and public events in
both Islamabad and Lahore, Secretary Clinton underscored
America’s desire to build a broad and deep partnership with
Pakistan based on mutual trust and respect that both combats
violent extremists and strengthens Pakistan’s democratically
elected government and civilian institutions to serve Pakistan’s
people.

In addition to Secretary Clinton’s official meetings, she
also participated in a number of town hall and civil society
engagements - in addition to media roundtables each day with
television, print, and radio journalists — to connect directly with

the people of Pakistan.

Day 1 — Islamabad, Pakistan

In Islamabad on October 28, the Secretary met with Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi and Prime Minister Yousef
Raza Gilani at the Prime Minister’s Residence. Secretary
Clinton also attended a lottery drawing that is part of the
Benazir Income Support Program honoring the late Benazir
Bhutto. The program provides support to Pakistan’s poorest
women and their families. She then ended her first day with a
meeting and dinner hosted by President Asif Ali Zardari at the
Presidential Residence.

Throughout the first day, Secretary Clinton announced a
number of major contributions to Pakistan:

= $125 million to launch the first phase of a Signature Energy
Program by the United States to support Pakistan’s energy
development;
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= $55 million that will assist Pakistan and U.N. agencies to provide
humanitarian relief to families displaced from South and North
Waziristan and the North-West Frontier Province;

= $103.5 million to the Government of Pakistan’s priority law
enforcement and border security programs;

= $85 million to the Benazir Income Support Fund.

Day 2 — Islamabad and
Lahore, Pakistan

On October 29, Secretary Clinton continued
emphasizing the Obama Administration’s efforts
to broadly expand and deepen U.S. — Pakistan
official and people-to-people relations, consistent
with the democratic ideals of both nations.

Secretary Clinton began her day in Islamabad with
a visit to the shrine of the Sufi Saint Shah Abdul
Latif Kazmi, the Bari Imam, which is visited by
hundreds of thousands of people each year. She
then traveled to Lahore, where she visited the
memorial for Pakistan’s national leader Allama
Igbal and the 17th century Badshahi Mosque,
one of the largest in South Asia, constructed by
Aurangzeb, the sixth Mughal Emperor.

At the historic Government College University,
Secretary Clinton met with a group of Lahore-
based lawyersand civilsocietyleaders and addressed
a student audience at the College’s auditorium. In
both meetings, the Secretary reiterated America’s
strong support for Pakistan’s successful return to
democratic governance last year and her vision of a broad relationship
between Pakistan and the United States based on mutual respect and
shared values.

Throughout the second day, Secretary Clinton announced:

» A $45 million American contribution to the Government of
Pakistan’s Higher Education Commission (HEC) that will expand
university and technical education for displaced students and those
students in other vulnerable areas.

# Humari Awaz (“Our Voice”), the first Pakistani mobile phone-
based social network, enabling Pakistanis -- who are active users
of mobile phone text services -- to develop communities of shared
interest for social engagement, economic activity and public debate
on contemporary issues.

The Secretary also met with Punjab Chief Minister Shabaz Sharif
and former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, leaders of the political
opposition, and spoke to Lahore’s business community at an event
hosted by Punjab Governor Salmaan Taseer.

Reflecting the growing importance of the bilateral relationship,
the Secretary participated in a program in which she elevated the
U.S. diplomatic presence in Lahore from Consulate to Consulate
General status.

Upon returning to Islamabad, Secretary Clinton met with Chief of
Army staff General Ashfaq Parvez Kayani and Director for Inter-
Services Intelligence Lt. General Ahmad Shuja Pasha to discuss
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Secretary Clinton underscored America’s desire
to build a broad and deep partnership with
Pakistan based on mutual trust and respect

MEAAL I AN FIPNSEL 1 006 1
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the recent operations in South Waziristan and areas of mutual
interest.

Day 3 — Islamabad, Pakistan

In Islamabad on October 30, Secretary Clinton met with political
and community leaders from the North-West Frontier Province
(NWFP) and the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA),
where she underscored American support for humanitarian and
livelihood assistance, education, media and communications for
people living in these areas of conflict. The Secretary expressed U.S.
condolences for the victims of recent terror attacks in Pakistan and
strong support for the sacrifices being made by Pakistan’s army in
its current engagement against extremists. Secretary Clinton also
engaged the local leaders in a discussion about the political and
security situations in their areas.

Ina televised town hall meeting with Pakistani women, hosted by five
of Pakistan’s top women journalists, the Secretary again addressed
America’s desire to build a broad, more comprehensive relationship
with Pakistan based on mutual trust and respect.

In a rare and historic visit by a Secretary of State, Secretary Clinton
also met with newly-elected parliamentarians at the National

Assembly, where she reassured them of America’s strong support for
the country’s return to democracy. They discussed social, economic
and political areas of mutual interest

Later, at the Police Lines Headquarters in Rawalpindi, the Secretary
paid tribute to Pakistani police officers who seek to protect civilians
and suffer the brunt of terrorist attacks. Prior to departure, the
Secretary attended an Embassy reception highlighting Pakistan’s
rich artistic and cultural heritage.
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Fid al-Adha

“Surely Abraham was an example, obedient to Allah, by
nature upright, and he was not of the polytheists. He was
grateful for Our bounties. We chose him and guided him
unto a right path. We gave him good in this world, and
in the next he will most surely be among the righteous.”
(Qur’an 16:120-121)

At the end of the Hajj (annual pilgrimage to Mecca),
Muslims throughout the world celebrate the holiday
of Eid al-Adha (Festival of Sacrifice). Eid al-Adha is a
festival that commemorates the willingness of Ibrahim
(also known as Abraham) to follow Allah’s command to
sacrifice his son Ishmael. Muslims around the world mark
the occasion by wearing new clothes and ensuring that
everybody in their community can eat a meat based meal.

At Eid al-Adha, Muslims make a special effort to pray and
listen to a sermon at a mosque. They also wear new clothes,
visit family members and friends and may symbolically
sacrifice an animal in an act known as qurbani. This
represents the animal that Ibrahim sacrificed in the place
of his son.

In some traditionally Muslim countries, families or groups
of families may purchase an animal known as udhiya,
usually a goat or sheep, to sacrifice, but this is not common
or legal in many parts of some countries such as Australia,
Canada, the United Kingdom, the United States. In these
countries, groups of people may purchase a whole carcass
from a butcher or slaughterhouse and divide it amongst
themselves or just buy generous portions of meat for a
communal meal on Eid-al-Adha. People also give money
to enable poorer members of their local community and
around the world to eat a meat-based meal.

In the period around Eid al-Adha, many Muslims travel
to Mecca and the surrounding arca' in Saudi Arabia
to perform the Hajj pilgrimage. Package holidays are
organized from many countries. Muslims may plan and
save for many years to enable then o take part in this
event, which is one of the five pi

On the first morning of Eid %’Adha; Mushms around
the world attend morning prayers at their local mosques.
Prayers are followed by visits with family and friends,
and the exchange of greetings a'q%g’iftsﬂ At some point,
members of the family will visit a Iocal farm or otherwise
will make arrangements for the slaughter of an animal.
The meat is distributed during the days of the holiday or
shortly thereafter.

(AP Photo)

A group of Muslim men arrive at the Grand
Musalla prior to performing Eid al-Fitr prayers

e TAL Eni (s b4 fc’raiﬂw_,,)_;wyw



(EN) 5

LU ans-& S Ut Usdms sl S 2 SIS - Jo LIt 2t S L
ATl it AL S QU St EEE Tty = S &l il fé P
(121512022716 i TP)- L Une Ut Uske Fosb Ut
S 3PS - L bet?¥ QS S £ & put o UL A
U A WL A s Bt bl Ut S GV QA K e p e 1t 6Tl
U L Ak Gy e el QLS U S
/,lu;zL_:.uif»mu;zyu:»e{ugz,,b/,lugz_ﬁ)uVﬁf&{ufd‘{,ngwuw/jﬁi S
e Qb ST e QL e b OS2 g 2 ST s

b ik A gt 8 S Y s bt Tt e SUgs s ISt UGl
LB AL U U Sl g e 58096 e U b, EUF L o L
4c;ruungu'yl%;};@{u;ﬁyd/“wug.%/ﬁﬁuﬁuil'mugg/itgugmésgé_uC/:
o St e s P g S fore 1 S
S Wb Ut UG v LI b pom l EnS G b ende de g
-ugi_/czﬁ"wiugifdkfﬁju/.@wé.yKumég.ﬁ(uﬂm‘zg@;ﬁﬂéﬂbg)‘ug
WSt e e sy P Ut Sl e\ eed gl S L AT S
Lt QLA LU b S 2§ B SUsre i 213l glib ity el PPt & S ¥
S
e E L U S Y e

(AP Photo)

Muslims of different
nationalities wait to
perform the early
morning prayers during
the Eid-al- Adha in
Dubaj, United Arab

* Emirates
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U.S. Consulate Lahore Shares the
Spirit of Ramadan and

the Joys of Eid with Children

Principal Officer hosts Eid lunch for children, distributes gifts among orphans, students

J)'.LJZ?LJL{J'UW/LL’Z U?GJJ}U..(/'

e g o g ) Gl e ) Gt G (5o e
STy, wluﬁmuﬁ&f&( el /—’ Ty

(AP Photo)

Lahore, September 28, 2009 - U.S. Consulate Principal Officer Carmela Conroy sharing a meal with children
from Abroo Educational Welfare Orframmnon at an Eid lunch she hosted for 100 students.
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“Eid Mubarak to all of you, I hope you had a u,j?u,LgLug;ufifu,gooj_g_,/',@:ygfg?‘)ﬁ'{
great celebration with your friends and family,” . . )
said Principal Officer Carmela Conroy greeting ‘b//L:’/‘f’(b./hg" "Q(Z-”?))WV‘U’&’%JLJLA’;”U{:
100 children she had invited for an Eid lunch at 4 s e s . - ..

e * bl 220 PR i
McDonalds. As their meals were being prepared Ues iuk]J" AL b Urm el J/‘L/‘"/

by the cheerful staff, the kids, aged 5-12, were tJi&u{-uléJA2;5ﬁ(}k,jg%;§,ul"_fuﬁ
treated to a magic show, played musical chairs, o s / . .

and sang songs. 'lThe children were from the "/—f’éU:""&/’l‘}f{/’ﬁ%‘-ﬁJ’f‘gﬁuﬁyﬁfu’f‘wgﬂcg
Abrc?o Educational Welfare Orgamzatlo.n, which fu:fp’M/ﬂf&-tﬁau‘*ibﬁkf’bf“{?uﬂywéu'
provides free education and lunch to children of

_ ___ domestic workers. The organization is funded by J"la r,’; 2{_;(({;_9 G ftuﬂ{/’;,”,wé L/(ZI/(:"J;,M
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donations and through fees received for collecting trash,
which the children happily collected in garbage bags
after cating their Happy Meals.

The lunch was the final of a series of events hosted by the
U.S. Consulate to celebrate the holy month of Ramadan.
As in previous years, the Consulate hosted Iftar dinners
throughout the month; and presented gift bags to
children at orphanages and secular and religious schools
serving economically disadvantaged communities. In
addition to these Ramadan events, the Consulate also
hosted an Eid dinner for the Lahore print and electronic
media.

Ms Conroy reiterated President
Obama’s remarks on the occasion
of Eidul Fitr, that, “Eid is a time
to celebrate the completion of
30 days and nights of devotion. |

But even on this festive occasion,

Muslims remember those less
fortunate, including those
impacted by poverty, hunger,

conflict, and disease.” She added
that Consulate Lahore and the
US Mission in Pakistan, with the
rest of the Obama administration, ©
were “working to ensure that such
less fortunate Muslims are able to
fulfill their charitable obligations
not just during Ramadan, but
throughout the year.”

Earlier in the month, a colorful
and lively band display greeted
the Principal Officer on arrival at
Darul Shafqat for boys, a 125-year-old orphanage in
Lahore supported by Anjuman Himayat-i-Isjam.

“I am very happy to meet you all and present these
gifts to you,” said the U.S. diplomat as she distributed
Ramadan gift bags to the children. “The real gift is the
gift of education your teachers give to you every day.”
The young children were all smiles as they received bags
containing school supplies, juice, cookies, and candy.
The U.S. diplomat also visited the girls’ branch of the

orphanage later on.

This year, the Consulate distributed gift bags to 1000
children from Darul Shafqat, Jamia Bagirul Uloom,
Jamia Rizvia, Jamia Muhammadia Rizvia, and SOS
Village. In addition, the Consulate also presented ration
bags to 150 underprivileged families in the Green Town
area of Lahore. The ration bags contained flour, oil, sugar
and vermicelli.
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Washington — Thanksgiving Day in the United States is possibly the
premier U.S. family celebration — typically celebrated at home or in a
community setting and marked with a substantial feast. Thanksgiving
provides an occasion for reunions of friends and families, and it affords
Americans a shared opportunity to express gratitude for the freedoms
they enjoy as well as food, shelter and other good things.

Many Americans also take time to prepare and serve meals to the
needy at soup kitchens, churches and homeless shelters. Others donate
to food drives or participate in charity fundraisers; in fact, hundreds
of nonprofit groups throughout the country hold Thanksgiving Day
charity races called “Turkey Trots.”

And on a more worldly note, Thanksgiving marks the beginning of the
“holiday season” that continues through New Year’s Day. The Friday
after Thanksgiving is one of the busiest shopping days of the year.

Every year, the president issues a proclamation naming the fourth
Thursday in November (November 27 this year) a National Day
of Thanksgiving. It is an official federal holiday, and virtually all
government offices and schools — and most businesses — are closed.

24 Khahr-n-Nazar

-’?‘é%)TJ'IG("G—w@‘iﬁr’z'@c-)‘ffgf%ff‘-dﬁb
P rbeals 26 Lime B St e d oy A i1
M SF L sy fd S me ok e Mf L N1y J@.’;‘_w
uﬁﬂx’@’&:“jkmh—ﬂﬁuﬁyk Z:Lﬂf-ﬂ'gf K/@?uﬂzd}ufw
b

i SUIAL Ao S AL b Wi pie et Er
SE AP L TR NE SIS Yrir e s
L T B s VPSS
S ek Q12 A U S s P Bl
e bl "2

z‘LJ&TKE'wLuy?ZJ[Jgfg_Gde;g,);’zc_.,./c;l



President Franklin D. Roosevelt carves the turkey during the annual Thanksgiving dinner for polio
patients at Warm Springs, Ga., with first lady Eleanor Roosevelt smiling beside him, Dec. 1, 1933

e K I AL 0Ly 2oL By £1933,25F s iniS3huue

THE FIRST THANKSGIVING

A variant of the harvest festivals celebrated in many parts of the
world, Thanksgiving is popularly traced to a 1621 feast shared by
the English Pilgrims who founded the Plymouth Colony (located
in present-day Massachusetts) and members of the Wampanoag
Indian tribe.

The Pilgrims had arrived in 1620, crossing the Atlantic Ocean
to separate themselves from the official Church of England and
practice freely their particular form of Puritanism. Arriving at
Plymouth Colony too late to grow many crops, and lacking fresh
food, the Pilgrims suffered terribly during the winter of 1620-
1621. Half the colony died from discase. The following spring,
local Wampanoag Indians taught the colonists how to grow corn
(maize) and other local crops, and also helped the newcomers
master hunting and fishing. The Wampanoag were a people with
a sophisticated society who had occupied the region for thousands
of years, says the National Museum of the American Indian.

Because they harvested bountiful crops of corn, barley, beans and
pumpkins the Pilgrims had much to be thankful for in the fall
of 1621. The colonists and their Wampanoag benefactors — who
brought deer to roast — held a harvest feast to express gratitude for
God’s blessings. Although it is known that the colonists provided
fowl for the feast, the rest of the menu remains an educated guess;
the Pilgrims likely offered turkey, waterfowl and other wild game,
seafood such as mussels, lobster and eels, vegetables, grapes and
plums, and nuts.

The legacy of giving thanks, particularly with a shared feast, has
survived the centuries. Several U.S. presidents — starting with
George Washington in 1789 — issued Thanksgiving proclamations,
but it wasn’t until President Abraham Lincoln’s 1863 proclamation
that Thanksgiving became an annual national holiday. He called
for it to be celebrated on the last Thursday of November. A 1941
congressional resolution moved it to the fourth Thursday to assure
a longer post-Thanksgiving, pre-Christmas shopping season in
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(AP Photo)

Crowds watch the annual Thanksgiving
in Philadelphia Thursday No
background is City Hal

Tower
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years when there are five Thursdays in November.

Each year the president also “pardons” a Thanksgiving turkey — actually
two turkeys, since one is a backup in case the other decides to misbehave
during the ceremony. The two fowl, spared from the oven, live out the rest
of their lives at a children’s petting zoo.

TRADITIONS OF THANKSGIVING

‘Thanksgiving sces the most air and car travel of the year as families and
friends try to reunite for the holiday. Many Americans enjoy a local
Thanksgiving parade, or the annual Macy’s department store parade,
televised live from New York City. Others watch televised American
football. Overseas, U.S. troops are served a traditional Thanksgiving
dinner.

Turkey with stuffing, mashed potatoes and gravy, sweet potatoes, cranberry
sauce and pumpkin pie are staples of the Thanksgiving feast, although
there are meat substitutes such as “tofurkey” (combining the words tofu
and turkey), a loaf made from seitan (wheat protein) or tofu (soybean
protein).

Thousands of charitable organizations serve hot Thanksgiving dinners to
the needy —and to anyone who shows up — and millions of frozen turkeys
are donated to families each year. “We pay tribute to all caring citizens
who reach out a helping hand and serve a cause larger than themselves,”

President Bush said in his 2008 Thanksgiving Day proclamation.

Among these caring citizens are the Morongo Band of Mission Indians
in San Bernadino, California, who for 23 years have helped families in
need at Thanksgiving. This year, the tribe announced that it provided
11,000 turkeys, the largest donation in the history of its Thanksgiving
Outreach Program.

It is a reminder of the Native American role in the first American
Thanksgiving, a feast held to thank the Indians for sharing their
knowledge and skill. Without that help, the first Pilgrims likely would

not have survived.

26  Khabr-o-Nazar

VU B S L AL e e iy s
;,:fur“”;(tm/‘%)‘uruwé T e &L & kG e Ry,
S Syl M e i Tk bl et lper

~e Yl Ugareclss J.,:uf/c,»”u"la/ vl J/ﬁ
J@ s ST 2 /!.,Gﬂmuf/?c; el u‘c!:@/lg/ﬂuﬁ 789
DU e erfind J@(f’/.'/ﬂuﬁ 86352 S/ ol £l
e oWl BT Pl Lo E s
K WA LGP TS 9 s s Pl Ut e tlel 11t Sl
Sl St 28 TE s 2 3L o JGI S A FE 1941
yuyu‘y"(it u*dé/wvf/fw(d;dﬁbqj’gvf_,u/"
f’ o &nfbop KJV&;J?C,WLJ/JW
Nt Lnongei®n gtz s/ "G S §Li Crd
E YRS o b L ol T s AR I e S U
LSSl e e Ladniyuu e
et AL LI L

iy, S S e

D1 Sour &S S Eingie arddy Erondt Joesy
FoLte 86 Sl S e et SFvnt, JIAE 5
erbolia IR ik ot &l et g sl Sodesdi
Wbl 6B 1t Uil opd - Qb Setd
(Crl quﬂffuﬁ}u{/’aﬁf’u@wﬁﬁc JEShE it
e bllLstW

AESITo G130 § S L S L i § B el
"SI bl WL 2 S GES Sk T
n;&@JJW(&»&&;?_Lﬁéufgyg(}:ﬁ,u}f&f/")

ﬁ/5|w&/ﬁfcu/g/@.|’z AT TIL ] v NOPTRL NP 1) DM
L Faree by L UG ENTVUE U IuAI L
L/J:éu:jaiﬁfugf}?(aulﬂ"gfut ol By £2008 !
"-uzL/CAJUﬁ/;Zm‘/,/?g}’J'ﬂQ?

1232 JES iz i 6 P S S
$211,000 o1& ey iaSudibitnylrd Bpye
K ESpSy LE Sl Bl By o Lok A1)
et

e tunl /L uszndwutj[ﬂ% L Lt
,ﬂLuJungruﬂg;;,gzvggiﬁ,u,ﬁm’-{ppéMW
~Easzeiiied



Journalist group in front of NATO headquarters in Brussels, Belgium

NATO and Pakistan:

: ) Sl 5§ Gt

media-men Perspective | o b auilbwd bawa

By: Laiq ur Rehman

Let me start with a words of thanks to the U.S Embassy in Pakistan
and the US Mission to NATO ia Brussels for hosting me and four
other journalists to visit North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
Headquarters, the Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe
(SHAPE) and an opportunity to discuss issues with officials of Allied
Command Operations, NATO and SHAPE.

On September 28th after 21 hours of travel from Islamabad to Brussels
via Abu-Dhabi and Istanbul we were moved to Crown Plaza Hotel,
Brussels, located near the historic and important points of the city.
Our stay was very comfortable in the hotel and the transportation for
different points was also comfy.

We were warmly welcomed by a PAO Lt. Col. Andrezj Wiatrowski at
the SHAPE’s Berlin Gate and after necessary formalities we moved to
the conference room.

At the conference room officers Col. Markus Kevin, SDC DIR,
Laity Mark, CSC and Lt. Col. May Thomas, ]2, briefed us about the
NATO and Allied Command Operations including the operations in
Afghanistan.

After the comprehensive briefing, questions were raised about NATO
operations in Afghanistan and it was suggested that NATO officials
may try to involve itself in creating some economic and industrial
activities. This approach will not only help the locals to turn towards
healthy activities but that also will help to improve law and order
situation.

The issue of better coordination and information sharing with Pakistani
military establishment was also raised. We were informed that because
of better coordination and information sharing during Operations in
Helmand, the results have been very positive.

Pakistan Army’s successful operations against terrorists in Swat and
FATA and the information shared with ISAF in Afghanistan and
ISAF’s counter measures to stop fleeing terrorists towards Afghanistan
have been successful.

We were told of NATO’s plans to re-route its supplies from Central
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Asian States because of the incidents of attacks on NATO supplies
in Pakistan. It was openly discussed that the Anti-US elements
are responsible for such attacks and a comprehensive awareness
campaign(s) needed to be launched in Pakistan.

Later after the lunch at SHAPE Club, hosted by US Mission
to NATO another briefing by Maj. Ozkose Faruk, MCD with
2 other officials was helpful to our understanding of NATO’s
Military Cooperation Programmes. The efforts were applauded

and also stressed the need for more strategic cooperation with

Pakistan.

On September 29th we were the guest at NATO Headquarters.
Following a group photo at NAT'O Monument, Mr. Miklos Szabo
took us to the US Mission Drew room, where PDO Ms. Leah
Pease gave welcome introduction and later Mr. Robert Pszczel of
Press and Media Section, Public Diplomacy Division briefed us
about NATO.

His remarks were very useful and interesting. He also answered
some really tough questions. Later Mr. Michel Duray, Head
of Outreach, NATO Public Diplomacy Division gave us the
“Overview of NATO.”

A working lunch hosted by Ms. Kate Byrnes, Public Advisor,
US Mission to NATO, Ms. Alison Blosser, Political Officer, US
Mission to NATO, Ms. Elif Comoglu Ulgen Counselor, Turkish
Delegation to NATO and Mr. Eric Laporte, First Secretary,
Canadian Joint Delegation to NATO was most interesting. We
discussed the fact that despite NATO’s help and support in Bagh/
Arja of AJK areas after the October 2005 earthquake in Pakistan
they were a no show when at the first anniversary events. Their
presence would have been seen as a gesture of good will by the
people of Pakistan.

'The best episode remains the last briefing and discussion with Mr.
John Heftern, Deputy Chief of Mission, US Mission to NAT'O on
US Policy and NATO. We told him that except for one or two, all
the speakers and the officials we had met none of them had ever
visited Pakistan and Afghanistan. We stressed that to understand
Pakistan’s perspective it’s also important to know about Pakistan’s
history, culture, traditions and strategic location.

September 30th was a bright sunny day. Diplomats of different
EU member states updated us about the current relations and
existing cooperation which is expending in trade, economy and
defense sectors. We were told that member states are free to boost
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bilateral cooperation in all the sectors with Pakistan and there is
no bar on any country. Officials told our group that EU members
are working of free trade agreements with Pakistan. And that the
United States is also playing an effective role in reconstruction
projects in war affected areas.

We stressed the need for long term peace in Afghanistan so that a
trade corridor is established which will not only help Pakistan to
meet his own needs but help U.S and its allies for a smooth supply
to Afghanistan.

Later, we visited the European Commission’s Parliament and press
area, and were briefed about EU media facilities, and met with
senjor European journalists and exchanged views on a number of
subjects.

‘We left Brussels and arrived in Ankara at 01:30 AM local time via
Istanbul on October 1st. Bill Henderson receives us. He took us to
the Ankara Sheraton with a bird eye view of the Turkish Capital
City.

In the morning we visited Turkish Parliament Building and
met Vehit Erdem, head of Turky’s NATO Parliament Assembly
delegation, who updated us on various issues. Then a briefing by
Mustafa Turan, head of department for NATO policy, helped us to
understand Turkish point of view on NATO and Pakistan.

During the meetings we were told that President Asif Ali Zardari
was due in Istanbul some times in November to attend a Summit
on reconstruction of Afghanistan. For Summit dates are yet to be
finalized by diplomatic channels.

'The members of our group stressed the point that due to terrorists’
activities the West mis-understands the religion of Islam and the
true face of Islam is not the one Taliban or Al-Qaeda is portraying.
Islam teaches peace, harmony and respect for other religions.

On questions about Pak-Afghan-Turkish tri-partied forum we
were told by officials that all members are actively participating.
They said the meetings have been encouraging and good results
are expected.

After the meetings we proceed to Center of Excellence — Defense
against Terrorism for an opportunity to understand counter-
terrorism training courses offered by the center. Col. Ilker Akbulut
and Col. Altan Oztas briefed our group on different training courses
including the counter terrorism training offered by the center. He
said so far 18 participants from Pakistan have attended the training
courses. We noted with some satisfaction that the Chairman Joint
Chief of Staft Committee General Tariq Majid had attended the
highest military level seminar on the subject.

During the afternoon we visited Anitkabir, Ankara that provided
us an opportunity to better understand the achievements of the
great Turkish leader Mustafa Kemal Atatirk.

October 2nd we left for, Istanbul. Located on the Bosphorus Strait
it encompasses a natural harbor known as the Golden Horn. It
extends both on the European (Thrace) and on the Asian (Anatolia)
sides of the Bosphorus, and is the only metropolis in the world that
is situated on two continents.

The Sultan Ahmet Mosque, the Blue Mosque known as Aye-
Sophia, the old Bazar and pre-historic streets of the city were some
the places we visited during the brief four hours, we had.

Following a 90 minute flight delay we flew back home to
Islamabad armed with new information, new horizons and pleasant
memories.
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Alumni

Connect

Highlighting past participants of U.S. Government
sponsored fellowships, exchanges and grants

Participant’s name:
Nausheen Wasi

Short Biographical Sketch:

Lecturer at the Department of International Rela-
tions, University of Karachi. Ms. Wasi started her ca- S
reer in 1998 as a freelance researcher and afterwards e T =
joined the Pakistan Institute of International Affairs eyl -

in 2000 as a Research Scholar. Her association with 1 H\wy'gﬂﬁp/ﬂ " .
the Institute lasted for four and a half years. She f 3 ——, 5l
joined the Faculty of Karachi University in 2004. She 4 ( }?;:._..-'-‘_ g
has numerous publications to her credit and has de- ’ b / -’*
livered many speeches in national and international FN : -l : & . . p
conferences both within the country and abroad. She L | 3\

has also received many distinguished research schol- e
arships and often participates in media discussions.
Currently she is working on her doctoral thesis. Her
areas of interest include: changing dynamics of se-
curity; approaches to security and issues of regional
cooperation and integration.

Program Name:
FY09 Conflict Resolution Program (IVLP)

Program Date:
August 3-21 2009

Number of Participants:
Eighteen

Countries Represented:

Algeria, Bangladesh, Cameroon, Columbia, Haiti,
Hong Kong, Hungary, India, Israel, Jamaica, Mexico,
Pakistan, Philippines, Serbia, Sweden, Uganda, West
Bank.

Places Visited:

Washington, DC; Chicago, Illinois; and Denver,
Colorado

Program Liked:

Every program, because one way or the other it was
a learning and enjoyable. Yet reflective exercises were
the best part of the program as it helped one realize
their inner potential and interests.
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Admission to Union: June 21, 1788 (Oth State

(2l fs9): 1788221 iedsi bty

Capital: Concord e e
Population: Approximately 1,315,809 (2008 est.) (JlbrL sl 2008) 1,315,809 ok T

State Flag

State Bird:
(The Purple Finch)

Background

David Thomson and a small group of colonists settled on the
New Hampshire coast near Portsmouth in 1623. These early
settlements were part of Massachusetts. In 1679, they became
a separate royal province under Charles the Second. In 1776,
the Provincial Congress adopted a constitution making New
Hampshire the first independent colony, seven months before
the Declaration of Independence was signed.

Although New Hampshire was the only one of the thirteen
original states notinvaded by the British during the Revolution,
its men fought long and hard on land and sea to bring about
the victory. This strong, involved attitude continues in New
Hampshire to this day. The New Hampshire presidential
primary is the first in the nation, and the town meeting is still
a working form of government here.

Manufacturing and tourism are the principal businesses
here. Electrical and electronic products, machinery, plastics,
fabricated metal products; footwear, other leather goods, and
instrumentation are manufactured. Farmers sell poultry and
eggs, dairy products, apples, potatoes, garden crops, maple
syrup, and sugar. Nicknamed the “Granite State,” about 200
types of rocks and minerals, including granite, mica, and
feldspar, come from New Hampshire’s mountains.

New Hampshire is the 41st most populous state, it is
ranked 46th in size by area, making it the 20th most densely
populated state.

New Hampshire is internationally famous for the New
Hampshire primary, the first primary in the quadrennial
American presidential election cycle. State law requires that
the Secretary of State schedule this election at least one
week before any “similar event.” However, the Iowa caucus
has preceded the New Hampshire primary. This primary, as
the nation’s first contest that uses the same procedure as the
general election, draws more attention than those in other
states, and has often been decisive in shaping the national
contest.

bt State Seal

237 (the Purple Lilac)
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Downtown, Concord

g
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In Dixville Notch in Coos County and Hart’s Location
in Carroll, the polls open at midnight on Election
Day. State law permits a town where all registered
citizens have voted to close early and announce its
results. These are traditionally the first towns in both
New Hampshire and the U.S. to vote in presidential
primaries and elections.

)

Nominations for all other
partisan offices are decided in
a separate primary election. In
Presidential election cycles, this
is the second primary election
held in New Hampshire

Attractions

New Hampshire is a year-round
vacation state, offering a variety
of landscapes and recreational
opportunities within its six
unique regions. The lush Lakes
Region, dominated by Lake
Winnipesaukee,and the Seacoast
Region, with its beaches, bays,
and historic waterfront towns, are
ideal for water sports. The rugged,
forested White Mountains
offer hiking, camping, dazzling
autumn foliage, and excellent
skiing. The “little cities” of the
Merrimack Valley—Nashua,
Manchester, and Concord—are
centers of commerce, industry,
government, and the arts. Rural

19th-century New England comes alive in the small ¢
towns of the Monadnock Region, and many features
of these areas come together in the Dartmouth-Lake
Sunapee Region, home of Dartmouth College.

"The mountains in New Hampshire are known for their
rugged “notches” (called “gaps”and “passes” elsewhere),
and the old valley towns have a serene beauty. Some
of the best skiing in the East can be found at several
major resorts here. The state’s many parks, antiques
shops, art and theater festivals, and county fairs are
also popular attractions, and more than half of New
England’s covered bridges are in New Hampshire.
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Concord

'The capital of New Hampshire has many landmarks
and other tourist attractions in it. Probably the largest
is the New Hampshire State House, which was
designed by architect Stuart Park and constructed
between 1815 and 1818, is the oldest state house in
which the legislature meets in its original chambers.
'The building was remodeled in 1866, and the third
story and west wing were added in 1910.

Located directly across from the State House is the
Eagle Hotel, which has been downtown landmark
for nearly 150 years. Presidents Ulysses S. Grant,
Rutherford Hayes, and Benjamin Harrison all dined
here, and Franklin Pierce spent the night here before
departing for his inauguration. Other well-known
guests included Jefferson Davis, Charles Lindbergh,
Eleanor Roosevelt, Richard Nixon, and Thomas
Dewey.'The hotel closed its doors in 1961.

South from there on Main Street is Phoenix Hall,
which is a building that replaced “Old” Phoenix
Hall (which burned in 1893). Both the old and new
buildings featured multi~purpose auditoriums used
for political speeches, theater productions, and fairs.
Abraham Lincoln spoke at the old hall in 1860;
Theodore Roosevelt spoke at the new hall in 1912.

Beaver Meadow Golf Course, located in the northern
part of Concord, is the oldest golf course in the state
of New Hampshire. The 18 hole public course has
been around for over 100 years and contains a pro
shop, driving range, putting green and banquet hall.
Other sites of interest include the New Hampshire
Historical Society, which has two facilities in
Concord, and the Christa McAuliffe Planetarium,
which was named after the Concord teacher who
died during the Space Shuttle Challenger disaster in
1986.

Bretton Woods

Bretton Woods is located in the heart of the White
Mountains on a long glacial plain in the shadow
of Mount Washington and the Presidential Range.
Mount Washington was first sighted in 1497,
however, settlement around it did not begin until

1771 when the Crawford Notch, which opened the
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Bretton Woods,
New Hampshire
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(AP Photo)

Lake Winnipesaukee.

New Hampshire
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way through the mountains, was discovered. In the
1770s, Governor Wentworth named the area Bretton*
Woods for his ancestral home in England. This
historic name was set aside in 1832 when all the tiny
settlements in the area were incorporated under the
name of Carroll. For a time, a railroad through the
notch brought as many as 57 trains a day, and the area
grew as a resort spot. A string
of hotels sprang up, each more
elegant and fashionable than
the last. In 1903, the post office,
railroad station, and express
office reverted to the traditional
name--Bretton Woods.

Today, Bretton Woods is a resort
area at the base of the mountain.
The Mount Washington Hotel
and Resort is one in the last
surviving handful of New
Hampshire grand hotels, and
includes two golf courses, alpine
and Nordic skiing, a 25,000
square foot spa, sled rides, dog
sled rides, tennis, horseback
riding and much more in its
' facilities. The Bretton Woods
Mountain Resort ski area
serves both downhill and cross-
country skiing, primarily in the
Rosebrook Mountains, located
in Bethlehem to the south.

Lake Winnipesaukee

Lake Winnipesaukee has been a tourist destination for
more than a century, especially for residents escaping
the summer heat of Boston and New York City. The
Native American name Winnipesaukee means either
“smile of the Great Spirit” or “beautiful water in a
high place. It is the largest lake in the state of New
Hampshire and the 6th largest lake in the United
States that lies within the boundaries of one state.
Surrounded by three mountain ranges, the wooded
shoreline and crystal clear water of this spring-fed
lake make it a popular year round Lakes Region resort,
a place to rest and relax in beautiful surroundings.
Viewing the lake from nearby Mt Major offers one
of the best vantage points to seeing a great portion of
this spectacular lake.

Lake Winnipesaukee is known for its annual Ice-Out
Contest, in which people try to guess the earliest date
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that the “Mount Washington® can safely leave her
port in Center Harbor and motor to four other ports
(Weirs Beach, Alton Bay, Wolfeboro, and Meredith).
Since records began in 1851, ice-out has happened as
early as March 29 and as late as May 12, although 90
percent of the time it is declared during April. This
official ruling is made by David Emerson of Emerson
Aviation

Portsmouth

A tour of Portsmouth’s famous houses is like a tour
through time, with Colonial and Federal architecture
from 1684 into the 19th century. One-time capital of
New Hampshire, Portsmouth was also the home port
of a dynasty of merchant seamen who grew rich and
built accordingly. The old atmosphere still exists in the
narrow streets near Market Square.

The US Navy Yard, located in Kittery, Maine, on
the Piscataqua River, has long been Portsmouth’s
major “industry.” The peace treaty ending the Russo-

Japanese War was signed at the Portsmouth Navy Yard
in 1905.

Dixwille Notch

The small village of Dixville Notch shares its name
with the most northerly of the White Mountain passes.
The Notch cuts through the mountain range between
Kidderville and Errol. At its narrowest point, east of
Lake Gloriette, is one of the most impressive views in
the state. Every four years, Dixville Notch is invaded
by the national news media, who report the nation’s
first presidential vote tally shortly after midnight on
Election Day.

Thevillage,situated atabout 1,800 feet (550 m) above sea
level at the base of dramatic mountains, is the location
of The Balsams Grand Resort Hotel it is situated on a
15,000-acre (61 km2) plot, accommodating golfing in

the summer and skiing in the winter.
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Helping the People of Pakistan
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“With the food she brings

home now, we can make sure

she is well fed when she
attends classes every day’

With few skills or opportunities, the least fortunate
took to the streets to become beggars.

Naz Gul, a fourth grade student in a government
primary school in Chaghai village in Baluchistan,
was one such child. Despite her wish to stay in
school, circumstance led her to beg for bread every
day in the surrounding communities.

“My parents were extremely poor and could not
afford to buy food, so I had to quit and work with
my mother in the fields,” said Naz. In the evening I
had to beg for food.”

A year later, Naz, now 12, was back in school.

Her parents had learned thata USAID program was
distributing wheat and cooking oil to schoolchildren
of Chaghai. Soon after they re-enrolled Naz, she
brought home a 50 kilogram sack of wheat and a
quart of cooking oil, enough to feed her family for
a month.

The Increasing Food Security program is a three
year, $22.3 million USAID program implemented
by the UN’s World Food Programme. The
innovative program encourages school enrollment
and retention by providing the food to more two
million deprived students in 12 districts across three
provinces. Contingent on attendance, students

receive the supplies every three months.

The donation helps each family save 1,200 to
2,000 rupees per month, enough to purchase an
additional sack of wheat. Parents come to school on
distribution day to participate in capacity building
session on health and hygiene.

“I felt terrible about having to take my daughter out
of school because it is important to educate girls,”
said the girl’s father, Gul. “With the food she brings
home now, we can make sure she is well fed when
she attends classes every day.”

Since the start of the program, the Chaghai primary
school in has seen a remarkable 43 percent increase
in enrollment. Parents who had given up on their
children’s education found a ray of hope for their
present and their future.
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Highlighting books found
in the IRC’s and Lincoln

Corners around Pakistan
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Voice of the People:

Elections and Voting in the

United States

Alan Abramowitz

Title:

Voice of the People: Elections

and Voting in the United
States

Editor:

Alan Abramowitz

Publisher:
McGraw-Hill
2003.

Humanities.

272 pages.
ISBN 0072490659

Description:

Written by one of the top scholars in the field, this text will help
readers understand the continued disengagement of American
citizens from the electoral process, as well as the reasons for
the ongoing ideological realignment of the Democratic and
Republican parties. In the process, students are introduced to some
of the theoretical approaches and analytic techniques commonly
used in research on elections and voting behavior.

Some of the issues covered in this book are elections and
American democracy, strategic environment of elections, parties
in the electorate, participation in the electoral process, battle for
the White House, general election, battle for control of Congress,
electoral reform and the American democracy

Location:

American Information Resource Center Lahore
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Voice of the People: Elections and
Voting in the United States
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Ask

the Consul

“Your chance to ask the Consul General
at the US Embassy, Islamabad your visa
related questions”

My visa will expire while I am
in the United States. Is there a
problem with that?

No. If the Department of Homeland
Security, Customs and Border
Protection Immigration Officer at the
port of entry (generally an airport)
admitted you into the United States
for a specific period of time, s/he will
note your authorized period of stay
on your [-94 card, called an Arrival
Departure Record. You will be able
to remain in the United States during
your authorized period of stay, even if
your visa expires during the time you
are in the United States. Since Form
1-94 documents your authorized
stay and is the official record of your
permission to be in the U.S, it is
very important to keep inside your
passport.

(AP Photo)

Our child has an active immigrant visa petition.
How can we know if be has ‘aged out”?

An unmarried child under 21 years of age who is eligible
for permanent residence is entitled to certain benefits.
For example, if his parent(s) are U.S. citizens, the child is
considered an “immediate relative” and may obtain a green
card without any numerical limitations. However, once he
becomes 21 years of age, he no longer qualifies as an immediate
relative, and must wait years to become a green card holder.
Similarly, a child who is immigrating along with his parents
is no longer entitled to do so once he turns 21 years of age.
When a child turns 21, and loses immigration benefits, this
is commonly known as “aging-out”. The law seeks to prevent
the unnecessary separation of parents and children due to
aging-out.

The Child Status Protection Act was enacted to address
the problem of minor children losing their eligibility for
immigration benefits because they had aged-out or turned 21
years old as a result of processing delays on the part of the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services or the Department of
State. It was not intended to benefit an applicant who aged-
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Ask

the Consul

el i G

s

out due to the unavailability of a visa number.

The eligibility of an applicant for benefits under the
aging-out provisions of the CSPA may be determined
only at the time a visa application is adjudicated by a
consular officer.

Individuals who believe that they qualify for visa issuance
under the Act may request a visa interview appointment
at the Embassy to submit a visa application. These
applicants are required to complete a Form DS-230 (Part
1 and 2), present a valid passport, birth certificate and
Notice of Approval of petition, and pay the application
fee of U.S. $400 (or the rupee equivalent).

1 previously held a J visa (exchange visitor) and

it said that the 212(e) two year rule applied.
What does that mean?

If you are subject to the two-year foreign residence
requirement, you may not change your status to that of
a H, L, or K visa, or to immigrant or legal permanent
status until you have fulfilled the two-year foreign
residence requirement by going back to your home
country or receiving a4 waiver of this requirement.

An exchange visitor (EV) may be subject to the two-
year foreign residence requirement of Section 212(e) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), for one or
more of the following reasons:

» Government funded exchange program - The program
in which the exchange visitor was participating was
financed in whole or in part directly or indirectly by the
United States government or the government of the
exchange visitor’s nationality or last residence;

»Graduate medical education or training - The exchange
visitor entered the United States to receive graduate
medical education or training;

o Specialized knowledge or skill: Skills List - The
exchange visitor is a national or permanent resident
of a country which has deemed the field of specialized
knowledge or skill necessary to the development of the
country, as shown on the Exchange Visitor Skills List.
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( http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.
html?videold=1906919398 )
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Election 2008: Election Day

( http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.
html?videold=1906919398 )

Voters across America cast their ballots in the 2008 elections, then
waited anxiously as the votes were counted.

Elections:

The Electoral College In U.S. Elections

(http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.
html?videold=1691067575 )

Elections: The Electoral College In U.S. Elections

I Al sl S yal

(http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.

htm!?videold=1691067575 )
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