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The Editor’s COPNEr  jesiaemh dmietit g3

Dear Readers:

This issue of Khabr-o-Nazar not only inaugurates a new year, but
also new features and layout in response to the suggestions we
have received from you, our readers. Our new monthly features
include highlighting U.S. Embassy exchange visitors, reviews
of popular books in our Information Resource Centers and
Lincoln Corners located in Pakistan, scholarship opportunities,
U.S. government-sponsored development programs, and U.S.
government educational videos available online. In addition,
each issue contains useful contact and access information for
public resources that are free and available to you. The English
and Urdu text are now consecutive for easier comparison and
reading.

Our next issue — a January/February combined edition — will
include a new monthly essay contest (with prizes for the winners)
and featured questions from you, our readers.

This issue reviews many exciting events that occurred in
November and December, 2008 - the historic U.S. presidential
election, a month of worldwide holidays, and a visit to Pakistan by
the U.S. Secretary of State.

Finally, | want to introduce and welcome Kabr-o-Nazar's new
Managing Editor, Jeremiah Knight. Mr. Knight recently arrived at
the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad assigned as the Deputy Press
Attaché; his foreign service career includes postings in North
Africa and Latin America. We are pleased to have him with us.

We hope you will enjoy our new expanded format and look
forward to your feedback.

With Warm Wishes for a Happy New Year,

Ao i

Lou Fintor

Editor-in-Chief and Press Attaché

US Embassy Islamabad

E-mail: infoisb@state.gov

Website: http://islamabad.usembassy.gov
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Khabr Chat

[ Keep on sayrrg, how good /¥ is that [ receve Khabro-
Nazar regubarty, Khkabro-Nazar is a magazine distinguished
from other jurnals by s iterestivg and Chouphtful
wrtivtes, wisome protures and marvelous bayout. [t Keeps
me /}(fﬂl‘/ﬂ&/ about the de/t% wnd diections ﬂf US- Fakistan
relalinshyp.
1t magnificd my joys to enow through September lesue that
USA i M/Ja/(af)(;z her affo/‘&s’ lowards betler education
i Babbekistan, This iz a hard-pressed-demand of line to
etrike aganst ////Zaﬁaa/ as it is mother 00( o mayor soeial
evite and ix Babbehistan; its rools are very deep,
Thanks to US-Lubassy (slumabad and thanks to Khabr-o-
Nazare for making thiss laison

Sultan Abmed Shewan

Ahuzdare Baboebistan

”

/i a regular reader of your magazive Hhabro-Nazar,
[ would e to poiet out that each of your article i
embellished with several /éotq;/ﬁ@ok T here must be more
reading materidd instead of pletures. Likewise, please don t
take same pictures on both Lxgplich and Urdu sections of
the /'oaf/(ag as i this way you witl be abte to Pt wp
[ woull abeo ke to

suggest you lo publish artivtes about the American poetry,

more wticles iy Lhe Umited room,

bingraphies of Anerican writers, and the educational systen
iw the U.S, as /‘adaa/a/‘ p‘aalfa/%’.

fée-éaﬁfaﬁ Aimad Khan

Alran ﬁaé’da'»ry, Civit Lives,

%;-}wmfaife
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ashington — In homes and on streets across the United
WStates, Americans celebrated the election of the first

African-American president as a significant moment in
U.S. history.

Democrat Barack Obama, the son of a white woman from
Kansas and a black man from Kenya, had won the presidency
with 349 Electoral College votes (as of noon November 5).
Although some ballots remain to be counted, at least 63 million
Americans voted for the lllinois senator.

“‘Anew dawn of American leadership is at hand,” Obama said
in his acce ptance speech.

Although Obama’s victory speech was given at midnight
EST, many Americans stayed up late to watch him speak. As his

AP Photo

World Celebrates
Barack Obama’s
Historic Win
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Americans, international audiences note election’s historic significance
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speech concluded, neighborhoods across the country filled with
people celebrating the historic occasion.

In the nation’s capital, hundreds of college students gathered
at George Washington University's student center to watch
results on television. As television networks called the election
for Obama, cheers broke out and students hugged each other. A
few blocks away, thousands converged outside the White House,
waving flags and singing patriotic songs.

In Obama’s hometown of Chicago, more than 125,000 filled
the city's Grant Park to watch the president-elect speak. Television
cameras captured images of prominent African-American leaders
in tears as they commemorated the occasion.

in Atlanta, hundreds gathered outside Ebenezer Baptist
Church in Atlanta, the church where civil rights activist Martin
“Luther King Jr. preached. “This is something that my father would
be proud of America for,” King's daughter Bernice King said in
Atlanta.

Celebrations were not limited to the United States. Across
the world, people gathered at restaurants and other places with
televisions to watch the resullts.

in the small fishing town of Obama, Japan, a town that has
celebrated sharing a name with the famous American, more
than 30,000 joined in election-related festivities. Many chanted
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a phrase commonly used by Obama’s supporters in the United
States: “Yes we can!”

But perhaps no country was as excited for Obama’s victory
as Kenya. The home country of Obama’s father has followed the
Illinois senator’s campaign closely, viewing him as one of their
own. Cheers erupted throughout Nairobi at 7 a.m. local time when
Obama’s win was announced.

Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki declared November 6 a
national holiday. “Because of his roots here in Kenya, as a country,
we are full of pride for his success. | therefore wish to announce
that tomorrow ... be observed as a public holiday to enable all
Kenyans to celebrate this historic achievement for President-
elect Obama,” Kibaki said.

WORLD LEADERS
CONGRATULATE
PRESIDENT-ELECT

Across the world, words of support from leaders and average
people alike poured in for Obama.

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice also congratulated
Obama, and said the State Department is ready to assist with the
transition as well.

On a more personal note, Rice said, “as an African American, |
am especially proud because this is a country that's been through
a long journey in terms of overcoming wounds and making race
not the factor in our lives. That work is not done, but yesterday
was obviously an extraordinary step forward.”

Leaders from all regions of the world sent congratulatory
messages to Obama.

“By choosing you, the American people have chosen change,
openness and optimism,” French President Nicolas Sarkozy
said.

“In a new historical era, | look forward to ... taking our bilateral
relationship of constructive cooperation to a new level,” China’s
leader, Hu Jintao, said.

“The election of Senator Barack Obama to the presidency of
the United States has taken the American people and the rest of
the world with them into @ new era — an era where race, color
and ethnicity, | hope, will also disappear,” said Afghan President
Hamid Karzai.

By Michelle Austein
Staff Writer (www. America.gov)

AP Photo ©
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Meet US: the wake of
U.S. Elections In;“: Fiection

three U.S. Consulate Peshawar
Foreign Service officers gave
presentations on the U.S. upcoming
elections to FATA/NWFP students as part of
the consulate’s Mission Speaker Program. Public
Diplomacy Officer Khashayar Ghashghai spoke at
the University of Peshawar’s Lincoln Corner, Political
Officer Darrin MacKinnon addressed students at the
University’s History Department and Management Officer
JoEllen Gorg lectured at the University’s International
Relations Department. The three events gave the consulate
the opportunity to engage with Pakistani university students
on the topic of the upcoming U.S. elections.

The presentations were well attended with turnout to
all three events greater than expected. Students from the
University of Peshawar were eager to gain access to U.S.
diplomats in order to learn more about the complexities
and quirks unique to American democracy. Topics
covered in the presentations included a brief history of
U.S. elections, a description of how the Electoral College
works, an overview of the U.S. two party system, how the
President candidates are selected by their party, and the
role of conventions.

A question and answer session immediately followed
the presentations. The question and answer segment
showcased the inquisitive minds of the students while
at the same time, gave U.S. Diplomats a chance to
correct misinformation regarding the upcoming elections.
Students were eager to know more about how various
processes in U.S. elections work. While most questions
were confined to the arena of the upcoming U.S. elections,
some students took the opportunity to address concerns
and questions they had regarding U.S. policy. While not
the aim of the presentations, this was an opportunity to
correct misinformation and misunderstanding on a great
deal of subjects.

- Khabr-o-Nazar a5 »o
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A Season O Sty
of Holidays —wg—0o s
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The month of December is a time of celebration. There are a number
of religious and secular holidays which span the array of religions and
ethnicities. This article highlights a few of the holidays that are found in
December, the month of Celebration!

CHRISTMAS

Christmas, celebrated by most Christians
on December 25, commemorates the
birth of Jesus of Nazareth. Americans,
like many of the world’s peoples, have
developed their own Christmas traditions
and observances, and these have changed
greatly over time.

Today, most Americans blend religious
and secular customs with their own family
traditions, often incorporating food,
decorations and rituals from places they
or their ancestors once called home. Roast
turkey and ham are popular for Christmas
dinner throughout the country, but
depending on the region, so are tamales,
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roast goose with red cabbage, crawfish
jambalaya, roast pork or “seven fishes”
seafood salad.

Christmas season is about far more than
shopping and gift exchange. For many
Americans, it is a period of general goodwill
and an occasion for charitable and volunteer
work.

As for seasonal entertainment, there are
countless productions of Tchaikovsky's
Nutcracker ballet, school holiday pageants,
and carolers everywhere.

U.S. Ambassador Anne W. Patterson being interviewed by Dunya TV's Christmas special titted “The Joys of Christmas."
-t LFJ.G.J{_’!}"I{C:'!‘LU Hodeswtanties Fﬁ_ﬂ';{ Val

Still, the holiday’s original religious meaning
remains for many its most important
element. Some congregations create manger
scenes — dioramas of the stable where
Jesus is believed to have been born, with
figurines representing the infant Jesus and
those present at his birth. Many churches
hold Christmas Eve candlelight or midnight
services. Some include a Mass of the Nativity
or a dramatization of the birth of Jesus as
part of their celebration.
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A Season of Holidays

The Eid ul-Adha is one of two Islamic feasts
celebrated each year. The word Eid translates
to “feast.” The Eid ul-Adha actually celebrates
several religious themes and traditionally lasts
for three days.

Dates for celebrating the Eid ul-Adha vary since
the Islamic calendar is based on the lunar cycle.
It can thus fall in either December or January.

One of the most important aspects of the Eid-
ul-Adha is it’s commemoration of the story of

Abraham’s (Ibrahim) readiness to

obey Allah and sacrifice his son. At the

last minute of this sacrifice, Allah spares

Abraham and allows him to sacrifice a goat
instead; some accounts say a lamb.

The Eid ul-Adha celebrates the faith and
obedience of Abraham and Allah’s mercy.
Animal sacrifice is an important part of the
feast. This sacrifice of generally sheep or goats
is shared with family, friends and the needy.

The second important aspect of the Eid ul-Adha
is that it is the end of the Hajj or pilgrimage to
Mecca for the year.

Eid ul-Adha also is an important time for
family and friends. People dress in their
best clothing and share meals. They also
will visit family members and then friends.
All are expected to attend the mosque for
special prayers, and sometimes a brief talk
from the Imam.

The Eid ul-Adha may be called by different
names in different Islamic countries. It
may be called Hari Raya in any country.
In West Africa, a Muslim might call it
Tobaski. A Moroccan might refer to

it is Eid el-Kbir.

© Khabr-o-Nazar &9 o
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HANUKKAH

Hanukkah s celebrated foreightdays and nights,
starting on the 25th of Kislev on the Hebrew
calendar (which is November-December on the
Gregorian calendar). The word “Hanukkah” is
the Hebrew word for dedication.

The 8 day holiday is a commemoration of
the rededication of the Jewish Holy Temple
in Jerusalem and also it celebrates the 165
BC Jewish victory over the Syrians.

Antiochus, the Greek King of Syria,
outlawed Jewish rituals and ordered the
Jews to worship Greek gods.

In around 168 BC the city of F
Jerusalem was under the control ,
of the Syrian empire. Syrian King

Antiochus outlawed all Jewish
religious customs and ordered the
worship of the greek god Zeus.
This act outraged many Jew and
they decided to fight back.

After a period of fighting, Judah
Maccabee and his soldiers went
to the holy Temple, and were
saddened that many things were
missing or broken, including the
golden menorah. They cleaned and
repaired the Temple, and when
they were finished, they decided
to have a big dedication ceremony.

For the celebration, the Maccabees
wanted to light the menorah. They looked
everywhere for oil, and found a small flask
that contained only enough oil to light the
menorah for one day. It is stated that a
miracle occurred in which the oil lasted for
eight days instead of one. This gave them
enough time to obtain new oil to keep the
menorah lit. Today Jews celebrate Hanukkah
for eight days by lighting candles in a
menorah every night, thus commemorating
the eight-day miracle.
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A Season of Holidays

Kwanzaa is a non-religious African American
holiday which celebrates family, community,
and culture. It is celebrated for seven days:
December 26 - January 1. The name Kwanzaa is
derived from the phrase “matunda ya kwanza”
which means “first fruits” in Swahili.

Dr. Maulana Karenga, professor and chairman
of Black Studies at California State University,
Long Beach, created Kwanzaa in 1966. After
the Watts riots in Los Angeles, Dr. Karenga
searched for ways to bring African-Americans
together as a community. He began to research
African “first fruit” (harvest) celebrations.
Kwanzaa was formed by Dr. Karenga after he
combined aspects of several different harvest
celebrations, such as those of the Ashanti and
those of the Zuluy,

The seven principles are:

Unity (Umoja) - To strive for and maintain
unity in the family, community, nation, and
race.

Self-determination (Kujichagulia) - To
define ourselves, name ourselves, create for
ourselves, and speak for ourselves.

Collective Work and Responsibility (Ujima)
- To build and maintain our community together
and make our brother’s and sister’s problems
our problems and to solve them together.

Cooperative Economics (Ujamaa)- To build
and maintain our own stores, shops, and other
businesses and to profit from them together.

Purpose (Nia) - To make our collective
vocation the building and developing of our
community in order to restore our people to
their traditional greatness.
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cativity (Kuumba)- To do always as much
as we can, in the way we can, in order to leave
our community more beautlful and beneficial
than we inherited it.

a [ ') — To believe with all our heart
in our people our parents, our teachers, our
leaders, and the righteousness and victory of
our struggle.

Each family celebrates in its own way, but
celebrations often include songs and dances,
African drums, storytelling, poetry reading,
and a large traditional meal. The first night,
the black candle in the center is lit (and the
principle of umoja/unity is discussed). On each
of the seven nights, the family gathers and a
child lights one of the candles on the Kinara
(candleholder), then one of the seven principles
is discussed Kwanzaa also has seven basic
symbols which represent values and concepts
reflective of African culture. An African feast,
called a Karamu, is held on December 31.
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-in Mumbai, because the Pakistani

U.S. Secretary of State
Visits Pakistan

OnDecember4, 2008, U.S. Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice visited Pakistan. During her
visit she met with a number of high ranking
Pakistani officials including President, Asif Ali
Zadari as well as Prime Minister Yousuf Raza
Gilani. The following is an excerpt from the
Secretary’s press conference at Chaklala Air
Base in Rawalpindi on the 4™ of December
2008.

SECRETARY RICE: Good afternoon. I just
completed a series of meetings with members
of the Pakistani Government and just
concluding @ meeting with President Zardari.
We've had extensive discussions about how
to continue our cooperation against our joint
concerns and our joint enemies in the war on
terror. The extremists who continue to strike
in various parts of the world, of course, have
struck here in Pakistan. This is also Pakistan’s
security concern. And in all of my meetings,
I have found a Pakistani Government that is
focused on the threat and that understands
its responsibilities to respond to terrorism
and extremism wherever it's found.

We talked at some Ilength about the
attack on Mumbai and about the
importance of Pakistan taking its
responsibility to deal with those
who may use Pakistani territory
even if they are non-state actors.
And I found a Pakistani leadership
that is very focused and, I think,
very committed to - for its own
reasons, because Pakistan has
been a victim in the war - a
victim of these terrorist elements
- very committed to acting. And
Pakistan is going to investigate the
circumstances, investigate what
may have happened, to support in
any way the effort in - the attacks

Government, I was told and I fully
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believe, is very committed to this war on
terror. It does not in any way want to be
associated with terrorist elements, and is
indeed fighting to root them out wherever
they find them. And therefore, I found these
conversations quite satisfactory...................

Look, the United States is prepared to help
in whatever way we can. The - there is
considerable capacity on the side of India.
There’s considerable capacity on the side of
Pakistan. It is our intention to augment that
in any way that we - that is helpful. I know I
had conversations in Britain. They have the
same attitude. And so we will be helpful in
any way that we can. But obviously, the best
thing is that these two countries do what
they can through their own capacity to fully
investigate and to bring people to justice
who perpetrated that. And what I heard was
a commitment that that is going to be the
course that's taken.

But I want to just repeat again what I've
said. This was a terrible attack. It was a
sophisticated attack atalevel of sophistication
that we haven’t seen here onthe subcontinent
before. That means that there is urgency to
getting to the bottom of it, there is urgency
to bringing the perpetrators to justice, and
there is urgency to using the information to
disrupt and prevent further attacks.

And we need to stay focused; everyone
needs to stay focused on those priorities.
The United States is, of course, focused on
those priorities because Americans were also
killed in this attack, so it’s of special concern
to us. But it just reminds us that this is a
global struggle and it reminds us that all
responsible states have to play their role in
making certain that the terrorists can’t get
away with this kind of attack.

Thank you very much.
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« Program Name:

. Program Dates:

Alumni
onnect

“"Alumni of the Month, highlights past participants in

USG sponsored fellowships, exchanges and grants”

1. Participant’s Name:

Muhammmad Majid Bashir

. Biographical Sketch: Mr. Muhammad

Majid Bashir is a Judge by profession,
presently working with cabinet/
Ministry of Information and Press
Council of Pakistan as Director Legal
on deputation.

Mr. Majid Bashir holds Master Degree
in intellectual property laws, corporate
laws from University of Turin, Italy and
ITUI and also in Court Administration
from, William and Marry Law School,
Virginia, USA. Mr. Majid Bashir also
holds Bachelor Degree in law from
Punjab University, Lahore

International
Visitors Program (Intellectual property
(IP) and court Administration)

September
21 through October 15, 1998

. # of Participants: 25

. Countries Represented:

India, Malaysia, Nigeria, Sri Lanka,
Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Lithuania
Malawi, Ukraine, Jamaica, Tajikistan
and Russia.
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7.

Do you keep in touch with any of
the people you meet in the U.S. or
that participated with you in the
program?

After participating in the International
Visitors program, I have continued
to have personal relationships with
many of the participants and their
families. Not only have I maintained
contact with the participants, but also
with some of the officials and judges
I meet in the U.S. In 2005, I invited
a number of them to participate in an
international judicial conference here
in Pakistan.

. Has the program benefited you in

your profession life (if so, how)?
Since participating in the program I
have trained judges in the Pakistani
Federal judicial Academy and wrote
the first ever published book on
Intellectual Property law in Pakistan.
My participation in the International
VisitorsProgramshelpedtoprovidedme
valuable resources used in furthering
my professional endeavors.

What part of the program did you
most enjoy (and why)?

I most enjoyed the training I received
with judges and the exposure to
American courts proceedings
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Alumni
Connect

Visibility of State Alumni Association of Balochistan in the Society

2O P oS Sutbi S Bt 1oy b Pt g

The State Alumni Association of
Balochistan (SAAB) was established by
some IVs with an intention of being closer
for the purpose of sharing experiences
and social gatherings. In fact there were
no serious thoughts behind that idea, but
withthe passage oftime many more people
joined and it started getting the shape of
a recognized body. The membership was
increased and regular meetings started.
However, it was felt that its existence is
not being marked and its activities go un-
noticed. Realizing this, it was considered
necessary to have some social activities
and to extend cooperation and help to
the needy people.

During the earthquake in Ziarat,
the president of the Association with his
efforts, succeeded in gathering quilts,
blankets and medicines. He, being a
Rotarian, also got the help of Rotary Ciub
and immediately visited earth quake hit
areas, spent a full day over there with the
grieved families and distributed quilts,
blankets and medicines among needy
people. It was a strange experience of
life because people did not show any
greed. They seemed to be fully content
and asked for the quilts according to their
needs only. None asked for more than the
requirement. On such occasions, usually
people try to get the maximum but here
people were asking for the minimum.

Submitted by: Mir Aurangzeb
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Book
of the Mont

. Book Review:
3 Voting the Agenda: Candidates, Elections, and Ballot
Propositions

Author:
By Stephen P. Nicholson

Publishing:
Princeton University Press (February 14, 2005), ISBN
978-0691116846

Description:

How do voters make decisions in low-information
elections? How distinctive are these voting decisions?
Traditional approaches to the study of voting and elections
often fail to address these questions by ignoring other
elections taking place simultaneously. In this groundbreaking
book, Stephen Nicholson shows how issue agendas
shaped by state ballot propositions prime voting decisions
for presidential, gubernatorial, Senate, House, and
state legislative races. As a readily accessible source of
information, the issues raised by ballot propositions may
have a spillover effect on elections and ultimately define the
meaning of myriad contests. Nicholson examines issues that
appear on the ballot alongside candidates in the form of direct
legislation. Found in all fifty states, but most abundant in
those states that feature citizen-initiated ballot propositions,
direct legislation represents a large and growing source of
agenda issues. Looking at direct legislation issues such
as abortion, taxes, environmental regulation, the nuclear
freeze, illegal immigration, and affirmative action, Nicholson
finds that these topics shaped voters’ choices of candidates
even if the issues-were not featured in a particular contest
or were not relevant to the job responsibilities of a particular
office. He concludes that the agendas established by ballot
propositions have a far greater effect in priming voters than is
commonly recognized, and indeed, that the strategic use of
initiatives and referenda by political elites potentially thwarts
the will of the people.

American Information Resource Center
Embassy of the United States of America
Diplomatic Enclave, Islamabad

Phone: 051-2082781, 2080000

Hours: 9:00am to 3:30pm

Location:

“This section highlights books that are located in the IRC and Lincoln Corners around Pakistan™
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ortunity!

“Providing scholarship, exchange and grant opportunity
information to the Pakistani People”

DEMOCRACY

Create a video short that completes the phrase “Democracy is...”

9 The Prize

An all-expense-paid trip to
Washington, D.C., New York and
Hollywood.

Gala screenings of the winning
videos in Hollywood, New York
and Washington

Exposure to filmmakers and the
U.S. film and television industry.
Meetings with democracy
advocates from government,
media and civil society.

? The Timeline

0o oo

SUBMISSION DEADLINE -
JANUARY 31, 2009

Challenge  semifinalists  will
be selected February - March
2009.

An independent jury will narrow
down the semifinalists to 21
finalists April 1 — May 15 20009.
The general public will vote online
for the winning videos May 15 -
June 15, 2009.

Seven winners - one each from
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the Western Hemisphere, Europe,
Middle East/North Africa, Sub-
Saharan Africa, South & Central
Asia, East Asia/Pacific and one
anonymous winner - will be
announced in mid-June 2009.

In October 2009, the six
publicly identified winners,
one from each of the six
geographic regions, will travel
to the United States to claim
their prize.

Details

You must be 18 or older to
enter.

Videos can be any style: fiction
or documentary, animated or
live action.

Videos must be no longer than
three minutes.

Videos must be in English or
have English subtitles.
Contestants may enter
anonymously, but anonymous
winners cannot collect the grand
prize.

See contest site for a complete
list of rules,

www.videochallenge.america.gov.
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the Opportunity!

“Providing scholarship, exchange.

and grant opportunity

information to the Pakistani People”

Online Video Contest "My Culture + Your
Culture=? Share Your Story”

The U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) has
launched the interactive Video Contest "My
Culture + Your Culture=? Share your Story”.
People all over the world ages 14 and older
are invited to submit videos, no longer than
three minutes in length, containing any
form of artistic expression including, but not
limited to, dance, spoken word, poetry, and
song.

Videos will be judged on originality, creativity,
effectiveness, and production quality. Four
winners (two in each of the age categories:
14-17 years and 18+ 3 years; one non-U.S.,
one U.S.) will receive the grand prize: an all-
expense-paid, two-week cultural exchange
program to the United States (for the non-
U.S. winners) or from the United States to
a country to be determined (for the U.S.
winners).

Members of the ExchangesConnect
international social network community will
vote on their favorite top 40 video entries,
and these entries then will be ranked by a
prestigious panel of judges who are ECA
program alumni. In addition to receiving
global recognition of their videos-on the
ExchangesConnect network and through
other promotional venues-the four grand
prize winners will be eligible to participatein a
fully-funded international exchange program
of approximately two week'’s duration. (Visa
eligibility applies.)

Contest opens December 1, 2008 and closes
January 26, 2009. Winners will be announced
March 16, 2009. Create your videos now for
a chance to win an international experience
of a lifetime.

Please visit the following web link to submit
your videos.

http://connect.state.gov
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One Success (= (b S
at a time | am—! [

"Helping the people of Pakistan one community at a ti
US e oo g (2SI (5 158 GlemnSTy oo ) 4 S 2 bl

Clean Drlnklng Water for Better Health

Once aweek Daad Muhammad
packs up his donkey-cart
with jerry cans and plastic
water bags and travels from
Sheetam, his small village
in Turbut, Balochistan, to
a water filtration plant five
kilometers away at a place
called Singhanisar, to get
clean drinking water for his
family.

“"We used to get water at
home from a tube well”
Daad Muhammad says, “but
gradually the water started
tasting salty and my children
became sick. That was when
we realized the importance
of clean drinking water. We ; ,
stopped drinking that water.” U FUe L AL 1t gt bz Bl

W ; . LB S0 e 3L B S
ater-borne and sanitation- . . } ,
related diseases are HLELSSLBL L8t S 2Ky
responsible for nearly 60 —e b dLolke A e ey
percent of the total number ’ :

of child mortality cases in . s A L an
Pakistan. More than 200,000 %cd’*”“{'d&g;%'( S b

children under the age of five cﬁ‘ﬂ’k’éﬂé’;bndzwdguﬁﬂdﬁi b
die every year due to diarrheal Fea! § QL Sl 2 & g1 w2
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One Success at a time

The USAID-funded Pakistan Safe
Drinking Water and Hygiene
Promotion Project (PSDW-HPP)
reaches 40 districts throughout
Pakistan, and together with the
private sector, local NGOs, and
the Government of Pakistan
helps more than 30 million
Pakistani citizens gain access to
clean water and better sanitation
conditions. As a result, health
conditions in vulnerable
populations are improving.

Daad Muhammad learned
about the filtration plant at a
community gathering organized
by a PSDW-HPP NGO partner at
Singhanisar. “I travel miles to
get drinking water,” said Daad
Muhammad, “but even in the
blistering sun and sandy winds,
it is worth the effort”.

USAID’s Pakistan Safe Drinking
Water and Hygiene Promotion
Project supportsthe Government
of Pakistan by providing technical
assistance and institutional
capacity to maintain more than
6,000 water filtration plants that
the Government installed under
its Safe Drinking Water for All
initiative.

When Daad Muhammad’s
children fall sick from diarrhea,
he finds it difficult to pay for
doctors on his low income.
“I'm the only breadwinner for
my family of seven. With my
children now living a healthy
life, it feels fulfilling.”
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Eid in America aus yuo alupl

http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.
htmi?videold=1883577479

More than 400,000 ethnically-diverse
Muslims celebrate Eid and the holy
month of Ramadan in Washington, D.C.
Friends and family come together to
help the homeless and the needy and to
share in the breaking of the fast.
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Eid in America

2008 Elections,
Witnessing History

aillazil jlu ayli 2008

http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.
html?videold=1902595744

Crowds spontaneously wept, cheered and
danced in the streets of Washington as
they embraced news of Barack Obama’s
historic victory as the next president of
the United States.
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