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Ms. Farah Pandith Special Representative to Muslim communities
with students of a local madressah in Karachi.
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Bright sun reflects off the exterior of the Islamic Center of America
mosque in Dearborn, Michigan. The new $14 million, 70,000-square-
foot facility opened in May 2005 . (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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Editor’s Corner

Dear Readers:

The President addressed the U.S.-Islamic World Forum
on February. 12. He reiterated his commitment to a new
beginning with Muslim communities around the world and
his administration’s plans to follow-up on his historic June
4th Cairo speech. In that speech he had called for a new
beginning between the United States and Muslims around
the world. The President emphasized that the U.S is ending
in the war in Iraq, creating partnerships to isolate violent
extremists in Afghanistan,and pursuing a two-state solution
that recognizes the rights and security of Palestinians and
Israelis. He also described the government-wide approach
his administration is taking to create immediate and long-
term programs and partnerships that will seek to improve
the daily lives of people in Muslim communities all over
the globe.

PresidentObamaand hisadministration have fundamentally
recast America’s relationship with Pakistan. Many of you
will recall Secretary Clinton’s visit to Pakistan in October
during which she conducted an extraordinary set of public
meetings, interviews and outreach events over a four day
period. This month we have the U.S. Special Representative
to Muslim communities, Farah Pandith, on the cover. She
visited Pakistan and met with Pakistanis from all walks of
life and expressed the administration’s focus on the Muslim
community in general and Pakistan in particular.

Excerpts of Secretary Clinton’s address to the U.S.-Islamic
World Forum in Qatar, the Special U.S. Representative for
Pakistan and Afghanistan Ambassador Holbrooke’s latest
visit, an article by Deputy Secretary of Treasury Neal Wolin,
and the handing over of an additional 40 state-of-the-art
ambulances for the people of Pakistan make for thought
provoking reading in this month’s edition.

Thank you, as always for your letters and suggestions.
Richard W. Snelsire

Editor-in-Chief and Press Attache

U.S. Embassy Islamabad

Email: infoisb@state.gov
Website: http//Islamabad.usembassy.gov
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A couple of days back, | had the opportunity to read the
khabr-o-Nazar magazine at the office of Al-kKhidmat
Foundation Pakistan and found it a very sublime and
informative journal which cowveys sufficient kiowledge
wot only about the global issues, but also about the United
States and its policies. It also plays an important and
appreciable role in bridging the gap between the peoples
of Pakistan and the United States.

| will be very happy if you send me a copy of Khabr-o-
Nazar every monti.

lwaran, 2akoor Ghazt,
Director Departwent of Public Relations,
Jamaat-t-islami Pakistan, Mawsoora, Lakore.

Your wame has beew included in the List of khabr-o-
Nazar readers and you will regularly receive a copy of the
magazine from this month. Editor.

| received. the January 2010 issue of khabr-o-Nazar, which
also carried my letter in the Khabr Chat column for which
| am greatly thankful to you. The January issue of the
magazine was very good. because it carried several articles
o women's rights in a befitting manner. The pictures
of New York state published in the article titled Visit
to 50 States were worthi-seeing. | suggest you to continue
this series with as many pictures of a particular state as
possible.

Nadharamas, Azap Ansart,

Hatwzabaal

The in-depth study of the previous three issues of kKhabr-
o-Nazar enabled we fully to know the volume of US.
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assistance for the reconstruction of the earthquake-hit areas
of Pakistan as well as to overcome the energy crisis in the
country. The related articles helped me to change my mind
about the United States and develop a positive thinking about
that country. | am of the view that kKhabr-o-Nazar can go extra
miles to further strengthen the Pak-U.S. relations.

Jam katayatullah Jatol,
Muzaftargari

A tew days ago, | had the opportunity to come across Khabr-o-
Nazar and. found it very informative and beautiful wmagazine
owing to its state-of-the-art publication and cowtents. This
magazine reflects the friendly and wmutually-beneficial
ties between the United States and Pakistan. | congratulate
the Khabr-o-Nazar team for publishing such an informative
magazine and hope that it will maintain its standard in the
future.

Zalhid Hussaiw,
Attock

Due to its beautiful printing and informative contents, khabr-
o-Nazar is a very ihteresting magazine. Its publication is a
clear manifestation of the deep and close relations between
Pakistan and the United States. After reading this magazine
we can opine that Khabr-o-Nazar aims at providing valuable
tnformation about the U.S. to the Pakistan people.

Murli Chand / Gopi Chand,
Shikarpur

| have received the January 2010 issue of kKhabr-o-Nazar through
post for which | am greatly thankful to you and hope that i
will reqularly get the magazine every month. This issue was
very informative especially for the material published about
New York in the regular column, titled Visit The 50 States. In
the magazine, the side-by-side publication of the contents in
English and Urdu Languages is very helpful for the readers.

Muhammad Ehtesham. Khanw,
Lahore

Recently, | got a chance to read kKhabr-o-Nazar through one of
my friends. Being an avid reader of such wmaterial, | found the
madazine very interesting and full of valuable information.
Especially, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s address titled,
We Came As A Partwner Not Patron, Visit the 50 States, and
the inputs by other writers, were very informative.

| hope that this madazine can play a very important role
in eliminating differences between the peoples of Pakistan
and. the United States. lts contents in English and Urdu are
equally useful for both highly-educated people and the common
readers.

{ would. Like to request that wumber of pages of Khabr-o-Nazar
should be increased and articles about Americans War of
ndependence and Cultural Corners of United States of America
should. also be included in the future issue of the magazine.

Mulhammad, Yasin,
lslamabad
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United States Donates

40 More Ambulances

to Pakistan

The United States has donated 40 more state-of-the-art and fully
equipped ambulances to health departments in Pakistan as part of an
ongoing six-year project designed to help save the lives of those in need
of urgent medical care — especially pregnant women and newborns —
by providing more rapid access to local health centers, bringing to 126
funded by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID).

With the January 30 donations to the district health departments in
Dadu, Jafferabad, Vehari and Multan, the United States has now donated
126 ambulances since 2007.

U.S. is partnering with Pakistani officials on the Pakistan Initiative for
Mothers and Newborns (PAIMAN), a $92.8 million project that seeks
to build the capacity of existing health systems and create a community-
based approach to ensure care for mothers and newborns.

“Access to medical services in emergencies is crucial to the reduction of
maternal and infant mortality,” said Miriam Lutz, a health officer who
spoke at the January 30 donation ceremony in Lahore. “We hope that

this donation will help to protect the lives of mothers and their children
in these four districts for years to come.”

The ceremony mirrored one from December 22,2009, when US donated
10 ambulances to the Dera Ismail Khan Health Department. Throughout
2009, the United States donated ambulances to rural communities in the
provinces of Punjab, Sindh, Baluchistan and the North West Frontier
Province (NWFP).

The ambulances are specially designed and equipped to assist pregnant
women and newborns and are being used to transport patients to
renovated and re-equipped labor and delivery wards across Pakistan.
The program also includes training for health department drivers and
paramedics operating the ambulances.

‘The PAIMAN project is also upgrading 34 health facilities in NWFP
and eight in the Azad Jammu and Kashmir region so they can function
round-the-clock.
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U.S. Special Representative
to Muslim communities,

Faran Pandith Visits PﬂkISlﬂ

8 | Khabr-o-Nazar

U.S. Special representative to Muslim communities Ms. Farah Pandith visited Pakistan
from February 8 to 12. She met with leading Pakistani scholars, religious leaders and
academics in Islamabad, Lahore and Karachi. During her trip to Karachi, she visited the
mausoleum of Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah to pay homage to the founder
of Pakistan. Ms. Pandith also met with students and faculty members of the Jamia
Binoria Al-Alamia, and Jamia Islamia Clifton in Karachi.

R Lahore, the U.S. Envoy interacted with students of Lahore College for Women.
_ While in Islamabad, Ms. Pandith visited the International Islamic University (IIU),

and exchange views with students engaged in learning Islamic studies. She conveyed
President Obama’s commitment to forging a lasting relationship with the Muslim
community.
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SECRETARY
CLINTON
CITES
MUTUAL

RESPECT
AND SHARED
VALUES

MUSLIM WORLD

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton renewed President el E U Stk 0L y: S 140 uu{ /5 2L )-‘f"gjl} yy

Obama’s call for a “new beginning” in relations between

the United States and Muslim communities, as she urged a u,/"'b»%,l,f/vr?fd/éjd/uu;lu“léLQ,IJML,WZ_/’;,(&}L(H’L

cooperative focus on common challenges and goals. 2 fj'}f %5 U Tiet S i
: sy L e bt TEm 2 £ = Gl

Speaking at the U.S.-Islamic World Forum in Doha, Qatar, . o e it kil L - o

February 14, Clinton said the Obama administration has _&)/}J{.;/}/}JL)‘CK/J{JZJ_LQK JML'«'»,(/"-?

“worked to alter the tone and deepen the substance of our L . b - n ] .
relationships with people from all regions and all backgrounds” Vs fg'l"fdddv% L‘J-k?‘w/"‘"'d-:"w’%‘:”tﬁ— U

during its first year in office. The new U.S. approach rests on . o/ a5 /90128, 5 g i s Bt
the three core pillars of “mutual respect, mutual interest and o ’ Sl g /ul’J;/’"J’ (}Z” e

mutual responsibility; a shared commitment to universal /;l)Uzuql,:(l}'?’d‘zg” "L%(}f/_:u)ﬂluf @r&,J,{/L“é_lgp&[

;’il]l::i;:}{:;ds;iad engagement with governments and citizens Sl 0 Ju s T U/@"’ v /"-"'/‘c,/lﬁ ‘Aﬁkg/m SobmiiS
Clinton said the message of President Obama’s June 4, 2009, MY APy
Z}r)lzez};uis ;;;i;c;;;rir;iins vital in encouraging open dialogue guleL}((é_;ﬁu:{};‘(j:’d:o/:ﬁ"cL&}lzﬂf2009u£4t¢fi_ U"{/
“Building a stronger relationship cannot happen overnight _.:;Q);ﬂJd/lJ;)/ ’/:;O//.’/./ﬂc«'/u

or even in a year. It takes patience, persistence and hard work

from all of us ... to take responsibility for retiring stereotypes )/J(ZALJ"WJOU:JV‘QL ¢ Vgﬂ’ K b2 L U
and outdated views and for bringing a renewed sense of /Jiﬁlau/u:(;pl,}’%:d)&uy/.ft‘ én U’r(L ﬁﬁ/”&’/%/’

10 | Khabr-o-Nazar



KJ;{?A; oL

38100 | e | et b b e e
J b 5 Rl ety md 5l e Gt e 9 i) S i

cooperation,” she said.

‘The United States shares the values, hopes and ambitions that
all hold “as mothers and fathers, students and workers, business
leaders and social advocates, and members of the human family,”
she said.

Democratic reform is a critical element of progress in modern
societies, Clinton said, and those who have a say in the decisions
that affect their own lives, and who can freely access information
and express their views, are in the best position to fulfill their
potential, which will also serve the interests of their country.

In addition, “women’s rights and national progress go hand in
hand,” she said. “No country can achieve its full potential when
half the population is left out or left behind.”

The secretary said violence against women “is not cultural. It is
criminal.” She called for religious leaders to take a stand against
practices such as honor killings, child marriages, and domestic
and gender-based violence.

Violent extremism remains a threat to Muslim countries as well
as the United States, Clinton said. “True and lasting security
takes root in places where people have the opportunity to find
jobs, to be educated, to raise healthy families, and benefit from
the scientific and technological breakthroughs.”

The Obama administration believes that “education and
innovation are the currency of this century,” and is working to
expand educational opportunities, support entrepreneurs in the
Muslim world through programs such as the Global Technology
and Innovation Fund, and promote advances and exchanges in
science and technology.

“Our goal is to identify excellent ideas and successful projects
in Muslim communities and then invest in them, help to scale
them up, and to connect innovators and entrepreneurs so they
can support and enhance each other’s work,” she said.

The United States shares the view of Islamic leaders and
community members who are outraged at “those who claim to
kill in the name of God,” and, Clinton said, “we are determined
to prevent extremists from driving wedges between Muslims
and non-Muslims — in America or anywhere.”

“Islam is — and must be — an important part of the solution in
confronting violent extremism,” she said.
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REALITING
PARISTAN'S
ECONONIC
POTENTIAL

By: Neal S. Wilson
U.S. Deputy Secretary of Treasury

Fifteen months ago, Pakistan stood on the brink of financial
crisis. During a time of unprecedented turmoil in financial global
markets, Pakistan’s unsustainable fiscal policies, made worse by the
worldwide spike in food and fuel prices, produced a dangerous set
of consequences: accelerating inflation, a collapse in the rupee, and
a profound downturn in the Pakistani economy.

Faced with difficult choices, the Government of Pakistan took
courageous steps to avert disaster. Implementing essential reforms
and working closely with the IMEF, the World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank, Pakistan has secured a notable — albeit fragile
- recovery. Inflation has fallen, the stock market has regained much
of its value, and foreign exchange reserves have been replenished.

Pakistan’s economic situation has stabilized, but during the current
period, Pakistan must build the foundation for an economy that
is not merely stable, but prosperous; an economy that provides
the security, educational opportunities, health care and modern
infrastructure.

As Pakistan strives to realize that promise, the United States is
committed to being your long-term partner. To strengthen that
partnership, we have made substantial financial commitments to
support economic development, the expansion of the social safety
net, and increased energy production.

In addition to the substantial resources the U.S. has contributed
directly and through the IMF and World Bank, we have also
committed our best resource — our people. Complementing
the work of U.S. professionals already providing development
assistance in Pakistan, U.S. Treasury Department advisors will soon
begin providing technical assistance to the Ministry of Finance
and Central Bank. Through these professionals, we hope to help
Pakistan develop the tools to become financially independent by
strengthening revenue collection, debt management, and capital
markets — and by increasing the transparency of the financial
system.

In my meetings with senior officials in Islamabad, the economic

12 | Khahr-o-Nazar
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challenges facing Pakistan will be at the core of the agenda. We
will discuss the importance of maintaining momentum on key
economic reforms — in particular: increasing tax revenues and
reforming the electricity sector.

Every government needs the ability to raise sufficient revenue
to finance the services its people need. The international
community helped shore up Pakistan’s government during a
period of extraordinary difficulty—but the people of Pakistan
must now do their part. No one likes to pay taxes, but with
Pakistan’s revenues representing less than nine percent of GDP,
Pakistanis pay less for their government than any other country
in the region. To balance its budget and invest for the future,
Pakistan must begin to raise domestic revenues. Enacting
successful value-added tax (VAT) legislation in Parliament will
be a critical step toward Pakistan’s financial independence.

Just as reliable revenue collection is an essential element of
effective governance, sufficient and reliable supplies of electricity
are vital to economic growth. Today, chronic blackouts darken
the lives of ordinary Pakistanis, cripple business and prevent
Pakistan from reaching its potential.

We welcome the government’s decision to raise electricity
tariffs in October and January and for their commitment to
bringing tariffs to levels that cover costs of generation and
distribution. Naturally, price increases must be accompanied
by investments in improved generation and distribution. But
much-needed private investment in the energy sector will only
occur when investors can see that power companies are allowed
to charge for their costs.

Like any nation, Pakistan is the driver of its own destiny.
Challenges will inevitably arise — oil price fluctuations,
international demand disruptions, and security disturbances.
But every step toward reform is a step away from vulnerability
and dependence on foreign assistance and a step toward
stability, opportunity and prosperity. In continuing on this
road, the people of Pakistan will have a steadfast partner in the
United States.
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l.a. Targets

PakisGan's Enernqy Grisis

Rawalpindi — It’s two oclock on a Thursday

o afternoon, and the Rawalpindi Flour &
General Mills is humming — but the sound is
not coming from the plant’s equipment.

Instead, a diesel-fueled generator is rumbling
and belching smoke to keep the plant’s
administrative offices functioning, but it
produces far too little power to even begin
operating the mill’s four stories of machines to
transform grain into flour.

\\\‘ “We don’t know how many hours we’ll be able

to operate tomorrow,” Sheikh Muhammad
— ~— Shabbir, the company CEO said with a shrug.
" < “Or how much our monthly electricity cost

- will be. It makes planning for growth very
e 1 = difficult.”

As an industrial consumer, the mill is billed
for 24 hours of energy use, plus a variable fuel
adjustment charge, despite its use of only a
fraction of the energy “purchased.” The result
is that Shabbir never knows his bottom line, or
whether he can fill orders from customers like
the World Food Program to supply flour to
feed internally displaced populations. Workers
must be paid not only for the blackout hours,
= but also overtime incurred once the power is
restored.

Shabbir believes the new $125 million

Signature Energy Program could prove a

real catalyst to generate the political will for

a long term solution to ease Pakistan’s 5,000

megawatt energy shortfall. This program

> -7 will include upgrades of five major power

e ; S \ stations, replacement of more than 11,000

, agricultural tube wells, and an anticipated 10

_ percent increase to Pakistan’s overall power
I _ ~—2%¢ production.

In  mid-January 2010, U.S. Special
_. i Representative ~ for  Afghanistan  and
= { Pakistan Ambassador Richard C. Holbrooke
= v X A : _W 4= commenced the first phase of the energy
= S » - o) projects in Islamabad, announcing the U.S.
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will ultimately contribute up to $1 billion to the energy
sector over the long term.

“The energy crisis affects everyone,” Ambassador Holbrooke
said. “Power blackouts cripple commerce and cause suffering
in the daily lives of millions of Pakistanis.”

In close partnership with the Government of Pakistan,
USAID proposed to quickly supply more generation to the
system by improving the performance of existing power
plants, rather than building new ones. The Tarbela plant was
identified as the priority project in this process.

A team of experts made a number of visits to Tarbela and
assessed the potential short-term, immediate projects to
restore the plant’s lost capacity. With an original capacity of
3,478 megawatts, Tarbela had significantly declined to 3,223
megawatts due to gaps in repair and maintenance.

U.S. support was met with enthusiasm by the plant managers
atTarbela, “We hope the United States mobilizes this support
on a priority basis as our plant can generate significantly more
power if things are brought back on track,” Ajmal Shah, the
chief engineer at the Tarbela plant, said. Similar requests
were echoed by other public sector partners.

An initial assessment in August 2009 turned into a tangible
plan in October that year when Secretary of State Clinton
visited Pakistan and announced immediate assistance for
restoring the lost generation capacity of Tarbela, among
other projects. The costs will be many times less than what
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The Tarbela Dam. US -supported upgrades of the power station
will restore it to full operating capacity.
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A worker at
Rawalpindi Flour
Mills. Alleviating

load-shedding will
provide a tremendous
boost to such local
industries.
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would be needed to build a new power plant.

Once completed in 12-18 months, the initiative is
expected to restore the missing 25 megawatts of power
into Pakistan’s power system. This additional power
will directly benefit over two million people, and will
significantly contribute to Pakistan’s economic growth

and social stability.

Other parts of the U.S. signature program include
upgrades of the Jamshoro Thermal Power Station in
Sindh province, the Muzaffargarh power station in
Punjab, and the Guddu station at the confluence of
Sindh, Punjab, and Baluchistan, the replacement of
11,000 agricultural tube well pumps, and technical
assistance to improve the performance of Pakistans
electricity distribution system.

Shabbir, who was also a former president of both
the local Chamber of Commerce and Industry an
association of the country’s more than 1,200 flour mill
owners, said that sorting out the electricity situation
would improve job creation, employee benefits, and
enhance exports. “Reducing energy costs to consumers
would increase their buying power and give a boost to
the economy across the board,” he said.

Establishing and maintaining a reliable source of
electricity throughout Pakistan is an important
determinant of the country’s political and economic
future. U.S. officials hope that their long-term
assistance to the energy sector will keep factories like
the Rawalpindi mill operating all day long, creating
jobs, improving benefits and competitiveness, and
instilling greater trust in government to provide
power to the people.
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Phets gallery

U.S. Special Envoy

Richard Holbrooke

Visits Pakistan
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Ambassador Richard Holbrooke meets
President Asif Ali Zardari at President House
in Islamabad on February 18, 2010.
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Ambassador Richard Holbrooke shaking hands
with Prime Minister Yusuf Raza Gilani at PM
House in Islamabad on February 18, 2010
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60 Students Graduate (ol 0] s el )
U.S. Funded English b3 S e | e i
Language Skills Program Lot 5 o) i 395 1S

Ambassador Patterson and Public Affairs Section staff hosted
sixty students from Sir Syed School, Rawalpindi to celebrate
their graduation from a State Department funded English skills
improvement initiative called the English Access Microscholarship
Program.

"The ceremony marked the first ever graduation for students and
is the first of its kind in the Islamabad/Rawalpindi area. School
principal Mr. Waqar Ahmed Shaikh, teachers and parents were
also present on the occasion.

Some of the students delivered moving speeches recounting
memories they forged during the 400 hours they devoted to
improving their English in afterschool activities. However, the
highlight for the kids was meeting with Ambassador Patterson
and hearing her message.

“We believe in helping students develop English skills that will
give them tools to further their academic goals, enhance their
career prospects, and help build a strong relationship between
our countries. I hope that all of you will continue to work hard
on your language skills, as the effectiveness of our freedom of eI
expression in 'derr}’ocratic societies largely depends on the quality \ b . e T L L
of our expression.

Since 2004, about 44,000 secondary school students in over 55 L;L-w 60uiL J}C’bgé dﬁgﬂzLyﬁibzﬂ,ﬁulJ/ﬁ,{/yj’
ies have benefited fi h - . 2 = z ; o
countries ave. enefited from the two-year program ,{/l(’/;{,:_ﬁ?gd"‘g’/c{(f}KUUJZ/K'J—U”?JW%/)U:J'Y'

For more information about the English Access > RN oz 4 J"( o 1

Microscholarship Program and how it will be expanded to -‘LH?L‘((’/;/, b.,.‘;) K,l;f Wi J&’é‘éu;/ Lapd o o fL
reach an additional 800 students across Pakistan in 2010, i J’.de:ﬁ’d/}:ﬁ44 000;/:)'1 u;a,u’ljc 55_F e ,2004

please contact: http://islamabad.usembassy.gov/ - Wy s 2 -
A * FEUpU L & BL\Trrim i g s p1hy
oy
e SR LI o S e K i 21 R Cr
e AL SIS K 400 Lk #Sy A1 w2 o
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(f'f"ﬁrﬁ"uguy/}é uﬂgﬂl,{/u,ln:}fu: L/J‘lo/();/u'(:d
gjf‘%@.&L/Jﬁ\oc«/b/o:&)c__n&]u:u@)dz/’?‘.rT‘Ly‘é_n
Sbessls Il ISl Tor S llbI e ;wmagf,&iu%/@
LS B AEENS K b o A brp
Ry wzj,lb8004f£/fut>fg¢;201oo/’uﬁ»l&u'fgu
U FeS S e adientely pute ALy

http://islamabad.usembassy.gov/

18 Khabr-o0-Nazar



Becky Gates Visits
U.S.-Supported School in Islamabad
et 31 0 Yo 15 S i
05918 J G| el 1§ mmtnlidy sl it 6 | ot 30
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During a visit to Girls’Model School in Islamabad Mrs. Becky
Gates, wife of U.S. Secretary of Detense Robert M. Gates met
with students and teachers who recently returned from U.S.-
sponsored exchange visits to the United States, along with the
students’ parents.

She was informed by the group that their time spent in the
United States and exposure to a student-centered approach to
teaching have given them fresh perspectives oneducation. They
said the exchange program increased their self confidence and
has enabled them to share their experiences and observations
about life in the United States with their communities.

“I can assure you, the American students and teachers benefited
from your visit to the United States, as well,” Mrs. Gates said.
“It’s important for us all to learn about new cultures.”

“Like you, I am the product of the public school system,” she
told the students, recounting how she grew up on a dairy farm
in the American Pacific Northwest. “So I am pleased to see
the United States supporting public education in Pakistan
through schools like yours.”

Mrs. Gates toured the schools new science laboratory,
which was refurbished and supplied by the U.S. Agency for
International Development and viewed science projects
on display. She encouraged students to continue to think
analytically.
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Braille Quran .5 s
Donated to A5 5y sl

Michigan J':ﬁ @ | gl

Islamic Center aw-its

A young congregant =" "
. : A

examines the Braille Quran, i

which fills eight volumes. L:E‘ -

(Islamic Center of America) ’.‘:.}; B\

The Kukaldosh Madrassa in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, for centuries
has prepared young Muslims for leadership roles. Recently, it
became one of the few institutions that publish Braille editions
of the Quran, which enable the blind to read Muslim scripture.
When the madrassa wanted to donate an eight-volume Braille
Quran to an American mosque, the Islamic Center of America
in Dearborn, Michigan, was a logical recipient. The Dearborn
mosque is one of the oldest and largest in the United States.

‘The Braille Quran was sent ahead to Dearborn and officially
presented to the Islamic Center on April 4 by the deputy chief
of mission at the U.S. Embassy in Tashkent. He said that the
embassy acted as an intermediary to transmit the Quran from
the madrassa and people of Uzbekistan “to a worthy American
Muslim institution with some ties to Uzbekistan.”

Imam Sayed Hassan Qazwini, accepting the Braille Quran,
said there could be no better gift. He gave the DCM a letter
of gratitude addressed “to the people of Uzbekistan,” for “the
most appreciative gift of all, Al Qur'an.”
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The mosque, located in the suburbs of Detroit near the Ford
Motor Company, has hosted a number of Uzbek participants
in the U.S. State Department’s International Visitor Program.
Eide Alawan, director of the Islamic Center’s office for interfaith
outreach, said the Braille Quran first was mentioned during the
visit of eight Uzbek imams in 2006. He said, “When we heard
that Uzbekistan would like to give us a set of Qurans, we were
elated.”

“We are honored to receive it, and we will have a library that
will include all areas now,” Alawan said. “We probably won't
loan them out, but anyone wishing to come in here and read
them will be welcome to do so.”

Alawan said the Dearborn congregation has members from
many countries and traditions. His own father emigrated from
Syria in 1910 to escape an oppressive Ottoman Empire.

Community and interfaith activities are integral to the center.
“The Islamic Center of America in its 68-year history has always
done work within the interfaith community” and endeavored
to overcome “difficult times” through dialogue, Alawan said. It
has ties to dozens of Abrahamic and non-Abrahamic religious
groups in the area.

“Muslims are doing very well in America. They have integrated
very well into the system,” he said. “I think it’s because we are a
country of immigrants. ... Coming here,” he said, anyone can be
“a first class citizen, even if you aren’t born here.” In Dearborn,
Muslims are so well assimilated into the community that
the new fire department chief is Muslim, as are other public
officers.

The Kukaldosh Madrassa, known as the Kukaldosh Islamic
Secondary Educational Institution, dates back to 1569, when
it was founded by Darveshkhon. It is an architectural gem of
Tashkent, and has schooled Muslim youth since it began, except
during the Soviet period. In addition to religious instruction
in the Quran, Hadith and Arabic, the madrassa offers a
broad educational program that includes Uzbek language and
literature, science, mathematics and computer science.

A few years ago, Kukaldosh Madrassa began publishing
Braille Qurans. Braille is an international system of embossed
dots which may be “read” by touch and employed in various
languages, including Arabic. It was invented in France and
refined by Louis Braille in the early 19th century.

However, 600 years earlier, in the 14th century, a blind Syrian
scholar, Zain Din al Amidi, devised a similar method by which
he could study books through touch. He was a professor at
Moustansiryeh University in what is now Iraq.

The DCM said the Uzbek Braille Quran is “practically a unique
project in the Muslim world. It is quite an achievement that
they can point to with some pride.” He added, “We are very
honored and delighted” that the Quran was given and “that it
will be used in the United States.”
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Ambassador Patterson Announces

$200,000 for LABARD Foundation

A5 2 3315 o Sy plna o ilor S s S )
OISIS3Ial JI3 Sy 2

In a ceremony held at the Lahore Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Ambassador Anne Patterson pledged $200,000 to the
Lahore Businessmen’s Association for Rehabilitation of the
Disabled Foundation (LABARD) to help provide vocational
training for the disabled. The grant will support LABARD’s
new training and job placement facility.

“LABARD’s new vocational training center offers persons with
disabilities and their families hope for the future,” remarked
Ambassador Patterson during the ceremony. “The association’s
work will help disabled persons develop market skills and lead

productive lives.”

With the support of the Lahore Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and concerned and involved citizens, LABARD has
provided services to over 35,000 disabled persons in the past
nine years.

The Ambassador lauded the American Business Forum’s support
for LABARD, stating that the grant recognizes the leadership
role the Forum has played and the “critical need for additional
job placement and training support in the Punjab in light of
the recent terrorist attacks that have left hundreds of citizens
injured.”
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Zulfiqar Halepoto

Senior Advisor
Policy Advocacy & Civil Society Interface

‘Thardeep Rural Development programme

(TRDP) Karachi office
When 1 was

selected for
SCA  Regional
Project E/VRN-
2009-0195 Civic
Engagement and
Volunteerism

= from September
28 to October 16, 2009, it was a2 moment

of great pleasure and excitement for me.

Thanks to the US Embassy my exposure
to American society was like an expedition
to discovery

I found the program a great learning
experience and an opportunity to see
first-hand how democracy functions in
the US. 1 learned the significance of
citizen participation, volunteerism, and
activism in civil society. The emphasis on
the importance of pluralism, tolerance,
activism, and volunteerism as components
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of a strong democratic society
was most instructive. The ethnic,
political, cultural, religious, and
social diversity in the U.S. and
how diversity contributes to a
dynamic and resilient political P
system made a great impression on
me. The opportunity to meet with
activists, community representatives,
political party leaders, journalists,
NGO leaders, and high school and
university teachers enriched me with
new ideas.

From my selection to visa interview, | 7%
the guidance of the US CG Karachi
office team was friendly and polite. They
assisted with necessary housekeeping rules,
travel guidelines and personal itineraries.

As 1 look back, IVLP has helped me to
understand the power of volunteerism as a
concept and its applicability in many areas
including public advocacy. Our visit to
Robert Dole Institute of politics and also
Emerge, in California has increased my
commitment to start an Institute of politics
which will encourage and strengthen youth
to be responsible citizens towards effective
governance while adopting democratic
values and principles.

My visit encouraged me to interact with
people from geographically, ethnically, and

cultura.lly diverse communities Intcractions
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with American grassroots organizations
that represent the interests of diverse
sectors of society- NGO leaders, charitable

foundations, faith-based organizations,
community groups and corporations on
organizational  governance, fundraising,
coalition building, volunteer recruitment,
retention, and management and lobbying
strategies was a great learning experience .

"The beauty of the program was that we were
not forced to support USA society, political
systems and regimes....we were simply
provided an opportunity to see America at
work. From a school student to an AIDS
activists, from a city mayor to a micro credit
NGO network in charge, from a rape victim
center facilitator to a young dynamic school

going volunteer. I visited political
institutions, think tanks, schools, and
museums, shelters for women, charity
centers, volunteer organizations and
groups engaged in civil engagement
issues and other historical places.
Every visit was a great learning. For
me Santa Fe New Mexico was a great
surprise. It was like my home Thar
Desert. San Francisco was amazing.
Kansas City tour exposed to me to
the mid-west.

Our group consisted of 18 people of
different cultures, ethnic groups and
mindsets. Let me proudly say that for
me this group was great growing experience.
We all were like family members. Everyone
was so kind and understood their duties,
responsibilities and limits. We also learned
group dynamics during our travels.

From Beulah Azariah (India) to Luitel
(Nepal) I made new friends. I enjoyed the
company of Aamir Raza Memon (Pakistan)
and Bob and Anna (our facilitators) I must
say that EVERY ONE was a pleasure to be
with.

I miss you all.

After this great learning experience I feel
my prime responsibility is to share about
volunteerism and civil engagement in my
community.
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Study for a Master's or Ph.D.
in the United States

The United States Educational Foundation in Pakistan is proud to announce the 2011 competition for

Fulbright advanced degree scholarships.

Master's Scholarship

This program funds graduate study in the

United States for a Master's degree program.

The program is funded by the U.S. Government.
All (fisciplines are eligib?:e, except for clinical
medicine, with priority given to Education,
Educational Management, Agriculture, Health,
Teaching of English, Journalism, Film & Television,
Nursing and fields related to economic development.
Eligible candidates will have either a four-year
Bachelor's degree or a Bachelor's and Master's
combination totaling 16 years of formal education
from an accredited university. Recent graduates are
strongly encouraged to apply, except for MBA
applicants, who require 3 years of work experience.

Ph.D. Scholarship

This program funds graduate study in the United
States towards a Ph.D. degree. This may be coursework
and/or research towards a Ph.D. or an entire program.
Funding for this program is provided by the U.S.
Government ancfthe Higher Education Commission
of the Government of Pakistan. Eligible applicants
will have a Master's, M.Phil. or com arag e degree
(a minimum of 18 years of formal education) from
an accredited university.

Although all disciplines (except for clinical
medicine) are eligible, priority fields for both
Master’s & Ph.D’s are as follows:

e Energy (All aspects including policy, mining of
indigenous gas, petroleum and coal resources,
hydro-electric power, alternate energy resources,
energy conservation, etc.)

e Water and Environmental Issues including water
resource management, water pollution, ground
water hydrology, climate change impact, etc.

e Humanities and Social Sciences with focus on
Education, Public Policy, Law, Media
and Tourism

e \Veterinary Sciences, value added

agriculture, agriculture extension,
agriculture waste processing
A%lied health professional and
medical technology

Who is eligible for these scholarships?

Pakistani citizens with strong academic histories in
all disciplines are welcome to apply, except clinical
medicine. It is highly desirable that candidates have
work experience in teaching, research, or the public
sector in Pakistan.

In addition to academic work, persons selected for
Fulbright programs are expected to share information
about Pakistani life and culture with their U.S.
colleagues and with community groups in the U.S.
On returning to Pakistan, Fulbright grantees are
expected to share their U.S. experiences with
colleagues and community groups in Pakistan.
Successful candidates should be poised to assume
leadership positions in their fields and must be
committed to returning and serving Pakistan.

When will the program begin?
Fall of 2011

What do the grants fund?

The grants fund tuition, required textbooks, airfare,
a living stipend, and health insurance. USEFP also
assists with the visa process.

Which program should I apply for?

Generally, applicants with 16 years of formal
education should apply for the Master's; those with
18 years of education should apply for the Ph.D.
GCrants are awarded in the program considered most
appropriate by USEFP.

Additional requirements?

The Graduate Record Examination (GRE) is required
for all applicants. A minimum score of 300 is required
on each section of the GRE examination, with a
higher score on the section most applicable to your
f'e%d of study. Applicants must also possess a high
level of fluency in spoken and written English. Short-
listed applicants will be required to bring proof of
TOEFL registration with them to the interview if they
are short-listed.

Women, minorities, persons from FATA, FANA and other remote areas, and persons with disabilities

are strongly encouraged to apply.

The United States

-

Educational Foundation
in Pakistan

ULBRIG H

P £ N .

PUBLICIS
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Please Note: All successful candidates are required
to sign a contract with USEFP and, for successful
Ph.D. candidates, a bond with the HEC, that binds
them to return to Pakistan immediately after their
program in the U.S. and serve the country for the
number of years equivalent to the length of their
scholarship program. This contract is redeemable
on a year-for-year basis; as long as a person fulfills
the service requirement, he or she will pay nothing.

Who is ineligible?

e Persons with a dual U.S./Pakistan nationality
or who have a spouse, parent, fiancé or child
over 18 years of age who is a U.S. citizen or
permanent resident.

e Employees of the Fulbright organization or the
U.S. Department of State and their spouses,
fiancés, siblings, dependents, children
and parents.

e For programs funded by their agencies,
employees of USAID or the HEC and their
spouses, fiancés, siblings, dependents, children
and parents are ineligible.

How do 1 apply?

For more information and to download an
application form, visit www.usefpakistan.org.

A complete application package includes
application form, three reference letters, GRE score
report, and attested copies of transcripts/or most
recent transcript. Incomplete applications will not
be considered. Original application with references
and attested copies of supporting documentation
along with one additional copy of the complete
application must be received by USEFP at the
address given below by 4:30 p.m. on May 18,
2010. Applicants using the online form should
also submit a hard copy to USEFP by May 18.
(Please also make a note on the application to let
USEFP know that you have also submitted
electronically.)

The United States Educational Foundation
in Pakistan

P.O. Box 1128, Islamabad 44000.

Email: fulbrightapps@usefpakistan.org
Phone: 051-11-11-USEFP (051-11-11-87337)
Fax: 051-8431555.

Website: www.usefpakistan.org

2011 International Fulbright Science and
Technology Award for Outstanding Students

The International Fulbright Science and Technology
award is for a Ph.D. study beginning in fall 2011 at
a top U.S. institution in science, technology, or

engineering fields. This may be coursework and/or
research towards a Ph.D. or an entire program. The
award is designed to be among the most prestigious
international scholarships in science and technology.

Eligible Fields

e Aeronautics and Astronomics/Aeronautical
Engineering

Agriculture (theoretical or research-based
focus only)

Astronomy/Planetary Sciences

Biology

Biomedical Engineering

Chemistry

Computer Science/Engineering

Energy

Engineering (electrical, chemical, civil,
mechanical, ocean and petroleum)
Environmental Science/Engineering
Geology/Earth and Atmospheric Sciences
Information Sciences and Systems
(engineering focus only)

Materials Science/Engineering
Mathematics

Neurosciences

Oceanography

Public Health (theoretical research focus only)
Physics

Eligibility Criteria

e Pakistani citizenship and normally resident in
Pakistan

e Strong academic history

e GRE scores of at least 300 onVerbal and 750
on Quantitative sections

e Minimum of 18 years of formal education from
an accredited university
(Master's, M.Phil. or comparable degree)

Application deadline for this award is
May 1, 2010

To download an application form visit
www.usefpakistan.org
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Rhode Island is an unforgettable destination.
‘This tiny New England state is a gem, boasting
hundreds of miles of breathtaking beaches,
rich and dramatic history and attractions for
the entire family. Rhode Island’s small size
means you can take it all in.

Roger Williams, the founder of Rhode Island

was the first to view Rhode Island as the
perfect getaway. However, his motivation was
one fueled by the search for religious freedom,
and his journey inevitably led to the formation
of one of the earliest of the original thirteen
American Colonies. Today, carved in marble
on the south portico of the Rhode Island
State House, facing the City of Providence
and Narragansett Bay is a quotation from
the Royal Charter of 1663, which Roger
Williams obtained from the English King,
Charles II, on July 8 1663.”To hold forth a
lively experiment that a most flourishing civil
state may stand and best be maintained with
full liberty in religious concernments.” These
words refer to the principle of religious liberty
and tolerance upon which Roger Williams
founded the State of Rhode Island. Rhode
Island continues to perpetuate religious
freedoms and the state is home to more than
300 religious organizations.
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Travel and tourism is one of Rhode Island’s most

valued industries, ultimately generating more than
$2.26 billion for the state’s economy. With more
than 100 beaches, 400 miles of picture-perfect
coastline, historical and cultural attractions, and
world-class dining;, it is no surprise that tourism
and hospitality is Rhode Island’s second-largest
industry.

Rhode Island may be small, but it packs a
cultural and scenic punch. Within Rhode Island’s
borders is one of the largest concentrations of

historic landmarks in the nation, miles of pristine .
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coastline and some of the most acclaimed dining |5

establishments in the Uniied States.

'The Capital city of Providence is never more than 3
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a 30-minute drive from anywhere in the state -
from the beaches of Narragansett to Newport the
“Sailing Capital of the World” and a venue that has
long been considered a yachting paradise. From
1930 to 1983, the America’s Cup Races were held
in the waters off Newport which explains why
its main thoroughfare is named Americas Cup
Avenue. During the summer, the harbor is filled
picturesque sailboats, pleasure craft and mega yachts
from all over the world. The international sailing
community is familiar with the waters of Newport
and Narragansett Bay and return year after year to
compete in premier racing.

Three-and-a-half centuries of history are alive
and well on the streets of Providence, as evident
in the scores of immaculately preserved Colonial,
Federal, Greek revival and Victorian houses located
throughout the city. The Rhode Island State House,
the John Brown House and the Meeting House of
the First Baptist Church in America are among the
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many historic buildings which are open to the public
year-round. Providence is becoming a hotspot for
both business and leisure travelers with thousands
of moderately priced hotel rooms, the Providence

! Place Mall, the Rhode Island Convention Center

and a rich theater and cultural scene.

'The first polo matches in the United States were
held in Newport in 1877. Today, the tradition is
alive and well as horses thunder, mallets collide and

—

- T = -—-_:*: -.- — - —
e e e
turf flies at Glen Farm in Portsmouth. Throughout
the summer months, Olympic-level matches are

scheduled on Saturday afternocons between Team '

USA and competitors from around the world.

Because of its compact size, biking is a natural for the
Ocean State. Bike paths and trails stretch through
miles of scenic landscape with panoramic views of
historic harbors, to Narragansett Bay, along the
historic Blackstone River and abundant protected
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nature preserves of Block Island. Beyond natural i
pathways the State’s Department of Transportation "
has led the charge in converting former rail lines into
popular recreational trails in collaboration with the
East Coast Greenways program. Extensive paved
pathways traverse North to South, east to west and
offer a two-wheel adventure just a peddle away.

The Rhode Istand Economic Development
Corporation offers the travel and tourism industry
access to an unparalleled array of natural resources
and critical infrastructure. They include an excellent
highway, rail and airport service, more than 100
beaches and 400 miles of shoreline, Narragansett
Bay- the biggest yachting center in New England,
and the largest concentration of historic landmarks
in the United States.

(AP Photo)
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Helping the people of Pakistan
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Saving A New Lilg s oS o

U.S. training of birth attendants paE AT
prevents needless infant deaths A KL U SULs9rd

Talagang — Misbah was a lucky baby to ﬁ&qa}ug..zJUJJJ lf./"_,{.':»"”zfiug@w_f,k'
have been born with a trained community

midwife by the side of his mother Rizwana. ‘f”-‘-‘"(f{d/ ‘:‘;"‘f'g J:”’J V$18uizdeus Qéd”

After only a few minutes in the world, his l,v,f//féﬁ/ U:G/”L/JCW(}"A”MRJ/L
life was already in jeopardy. Misbah didn’t % : W s )

cry, then stopped breathlng altogether and J/:’(fiuk J{) LUJ l/d/u’ ’/-.Llo?u.?/ l;_}’,-guuﬂél.n
began to turn blue. “He is no more!” Rizwana r Y. o Bl . a
began to wail, using a common expression of IEI Bl ULJQ?‘"S"’/L’/ b7 L”""l"/'u({ df'

mourning in the Punjabi language. “_l,_f{,l/gz_&,”‘bﬂ_glz_ wl );L,‘J:l §5 "
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“Feeling of
saving a life is
unlike any other.”

Gl
“L}Cﬁu’:‘i}‘é/

But midwife Noreen Igbal, who had recently
completed a USAID-supported immediate
newborn care training program, wasn't so sure.
She made a quick assessment of the situation, told
Rizwana not to panic, and performed mouth-to-
mouth resuscitation on the baby.

After about eight minutes, Misbah began to breathe
on his own, and his color gradually turned from pale
blue to white, then pink. Rizwana burst into tears
of joy. Her mother began to kiss Noreen’s hands.
“The feeling of saving a life is unlike any other,”
Noreen said. “It was really the happiest moment of
my life, and I never could have done it without the
skills I acquired during the training.”

The need for such training here, in the remote
village of Talagang in Western Punjab province, is
acute. In Pakistan, 65 percent of all women deliver
their babies at home, a mere 8 percent of these in
the presence of a trained health care professional.
The result is an estimated infant mortality rate of
more than 70 per 1,000 births — placing

Pakistan 192nd out of 224 countries around the
world.

Even before the incident on the day of delivery,
Rizwana wasn't sure Misbah would ever be born.
After delivering her first child successfully without
assistance,she suffered two consecutive miscarriages.
It was only then that she approached Noreen in the
village one day.

Noreen promised Rizwana that she would do her
best to take care of her during pregnancy and
labor, and counseled her on maintaining a healthy
pregnancy. When the crisis arose, she saved the
day.

In Talangang, word has gotten around that Noreen
saved Misbah’slife,and pregnantwomen have begun
to approach her asking for pre-natal consultations,
and listened to her advice on breastfeeding, skin-
to-skin contact between baby and mother, and to
delay bathing the baby for 24 hours — all important

to saving new lives in the remote village.
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Description:

What is America? Is it a superpower, composed of capitalists?
Or is it a land of hope and glory, a shelter for the huddled
masses, and a beacon of freedom and enlightenment?
The definition of this complex nation has been debated
substantially, yet all seem to agree on one thing: it is unique.
The idea of an exceptional America can be traced all the
way back to Alexis de Tocqueville’s nineteenth-century
observations of a newly formed democracy that seemed
determined to distinguish itself from the rest. Little, it seems,
has changed.

Building on de Tocqueville’s concept of American
exceptionalism, this collection of essays, contributed by some
of the nation’s top scholars and thinkers, takes on the weighty
task of sizing up America in a way its people and others can
comprehend. Far more than simple history, they outline the
current state of American institutions and policies—from
the legal system to marriage to the military to the Drug
War—and anticipate where these are headed in the future.

ISBN 9781586485610
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Location:

American Information Resource Center
Embassy of the United States of America

Phone: 051-2082784 E-mail: ircisb@state.gov
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ircisb@state.gov: J<(§! 051-2082784 7

Source: http://www.publicaffairsbooks.com/publicaffairsbooks-cgi-bin/display?book=9781586485610
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Ask the
Consu

On November 2, the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (HHS/
CDC), published a Final Rule in the
Federal Register that will remove the
Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)
infection from the list of communicable
diseases of public health significance
and references to HIV from the scope of
medical examinations for aliens. Effective
January 4, 2010, visa applicants required
to receive medical examinations will not be tested for HIV, and
HIV-positive visa applicants will not be found ineligible for
visas under Section 212(a)(1)(A)(i) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (INA).

Once the rule is in effect, applicants who were previously refused
visas only under INA Section 212(a)(1)(A)(i), and only because
they were HIV positive, may be eligible for visas and may reapply.
A consular officer would then determine whether or not they are
qualified. Immigrant visa applicants with HIV will still be subject
to INA Section 212(a)(4), public charge, and must demonstrate
that they will have means of support in the United States and
will not need public financial or medical assistance.

Q: Why has it taken the United States so long to implement
changes for non-U.S. citizens who are HIV-positive to visit or
live in the United States?

A: On July 30, 2008, President Bush signed the United States
Global Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and
Malaria Reauthorization Act of 2008, which amended the
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) to eliminate language
that specified HIV infection as a public health condition that can
prevent non-U.S. citizens from entering the United States with
HIV without first obtaining a waiver from the Department of

Homeland Security (DHS).

The Act did not change the regulatory framework under which
HIV is handled for visa purposes. Because HIV was still on
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention’s (HHS/CDC) list of

“Your chance to ask the Consul General
at the U.S. Embassy, Islamabad your visa
related question”
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communicable diseases of public health significance, HIV-
positive applicants who applied for United States visas or entry
into the United States remained inadmissible and still required
waivers from DHS.

Q: Why is the CDC removing HIV infection from both the
definition of communicable disease of Public health significance
and the scope of the medical examination for visa purposes?

A: The CDC determined that while HIV infection is a serious
health condition, it is not a communicable disease that is a
significant public health risk for introduction, transmission, and
spread through casual contact.

We refer you to the CDC for further guidance http://www.cdc.
gov/ncidod/dqg/laws_regs/fed_reg/remove-hiv/final-rule-hiv.
htm.

Q: How does this new regulation change the visa applicant
process for applicants who are HIV positive?

A: Effective January 4, 2010, visa applicants required to receive
medical examinations will not be tested for HIV, and HIV-
positive visa applicants will not be found ineligible for visas
under Section 212(a)(1)(A)(i) of the INA and will not need
waivers from the Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
prior to being issued visas, if otherwise qualified.

Although applicants with HIV cannot be found ineligible for

visas under Section 212(a)(1)(A)(i) of the INA starting on
January 4, 2010, they still must overcome INA Section 212(a)
(4), public charge, by demonstrating to consular officers that they
will have means of support in the United States and that they,
therefore, will not need to seek public financial assistance.

Q: How will this change affect HIV-positive applicants who
have previously been refused a Visa?

A: Effective January 4, 2010 applicants who were previously
refused visas only under INA Section 212(a)(1)(A)(i) and only
because they were HIV positive may be eligible for a visa. These
applicants may reapply for a visa. A consular officer will then
determine whether or not the applicant is qualified.

Q: How will this change effect how applicants complete their
visa application forms?

A: 'The DS-156 Nonimmigrant Visa Application, DS-160
Online Nonimmigrant Application, and DS-230 Application
for Immigrant Visa and Alien Registration forms contain
the following question: “Have you ever been afflicted with a
communicable disease of public health significance or a dangerous
physical or mental disorder, or ever been a drug user or addict?”
Effective January 4, 2010, HIV-positive visa applicants will no
longer have to answer “Yes” to this question based solely on their
HIV status. Applicants who are HIV-positive, and can otherwise
answer “No” to the question, should answer “No” beginning on

January 4, 2010.
Q: Are there any restrictions under this new rule?

A: No. After the final rule goes into effect on January 4, 2010,
HIV-positive visa applicants will no longer be ineligible to

receive visas under Section 212(a)(1)(A)(Q) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (INA.)
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