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Front Cover

Celebrating ratification of the women’s suffrage amendment,
Alice Paul, seated second from left, sews the 36th star on

a banner, in August of 1920. The banner flew in front of
headquarters of the Women's Party in Washington of which
Miss Paul was national chairperson. The 36th star represented
Tennessee, whose ratification completed the number of states
needed to put the amendment in the Constitution. (AP Photo)
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Suffragists led by “General” Rosalie Jones march from New
York on their way to the Woman Suffrage Procession in
Washington D.C., on the eve of Woodrow Wilson's inaugural in
March 1913. (AP Photo)
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Dear Readers:

We are pleased to welcome you to another issue of
Khabr-o-Nazar. Qur focus in this issue is Women's History
Month. In 1987 the United States government set aside
the month of March to celebrate the courage, foresight,
and tenacity of women who have contributed to enriching
the lives of all Americans. This issue includes a pictorial
timeline highlighting prominent women who helped
strengthen our democracy and a "Book of the Month"
that is a composite mural of the American women's
movements.

In our reqular features, we continue our tour of the
United States with a stop in the state of Pennsylvania;
highlights from Ambassador’s Holbrooke's recent visit
to Pakistan, and share high tea with a group of Karachi
women who are among those in the forefront of Human
Rights in Pakistan.

Due to the high number of responses to our "Question
of the Month" competition and our desire to thoroughly
review submissions, the three winning essays will be
published in next month's issue of Khabr-o-Nazar and we
have added an additional three "honorable mentions.

Finally, we have almost completed our gradual redesign
and launching several new regular features. With this
issue, we also return to our normal monthly publishing
schedule so that you will have Khabr-o-Nazar during
the first 10 days of each month. As we move toward
completion of our revamping, we take a moment to
thank you, our readers, for the large volume of emails,
telefaxes, and letters containing suggestions for improving
the magazine and providing other important feedback on
our recent changes. As always, your. ideas and opinions
are deeply appreciated by the entire team at Khabr-o-
Nazar - please keep them coming! Once again, thank you
for your support.

6Q®A— FFo
Lou Fintor
Editor-in-Chief and Press Attaché
US Embassy Islamabad

E-mail: infoisb@state.gov
Website: http//lslamabad.usembassy.gov
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“Responses from our readers”

! alvays aiscuss with my colleagues and friends the
informative arficles and news published in Khatr-o-
Nazar. The change in formal - printing articles and
news i English and Urdw Jogether on fhe same page
7s reafly good. Flease print the success stories of the
American students, indusirialists/business persons,
economists and The successful persons refated To-any
fielt s0- that The Fakisiani coulerparts could learn
from their experiences.

Sohanl Raze Podhy
Sialkot

[ congratulale the American nafion for clecting
Barack  flusain Olama as  presient.  Otvicusly,

change has come 1o the White House . . . lef us now
see iT ouiside The White House as well. Ok . . . .a greal
change has also come fo- my loving magazine Khabr-
o-Nazar. Really [ ke the new style and preseniation
of The malerial. Flease also print caplions with The
photographs so-That The readers could gef the message
completely.

Almad Nacerw Malik

Gofral

First of all [ woull lige 1o- congratulate people of the
Uniled STates on the hisloric-success of Barack Olama.

[ hape his government would be helpfud in strengthening
Fap-U.S. relations. Through the magazine [ would fike
To-express my desire Thal The new U.5. adminisiration
Would keep peace; leve and frienaship in The world
Foremost in ifs Future planning.

Sulfan Metmood Shakeern
lslmmatnd

[ am & regular reader of Khatr-o-Nazar. The quality
of The magazine is improving day by day. [n The lefest
afion you have infroduced a new layoul and [ would
like Io-congratulate you on this commendabie,jot: This
15 exactly the change which [ had wanfea. This change
would allow The pubilcations of more pictures and
arficles [ would also-like fo- welcome Veremink Knight
as The new Managing Edifor and hope That wnder his
leadership KN would further progress. Cotumns ‘Book
of theMonth;' Seizethe Qpportunity, and ‘Viacography
are very helpful for the readers.

Mian Shartf Zahid

Mand; Bakavadin
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LookingrorAnSwers

“Looking for answers” gives our readers a voice to comment PR3 /TG st /Qobr}fﬂuf/\;}f S i —

and share their views on myriad topics that are shaping A 5 % £ 4 LR 3R
our world. Each edition of "Looking for Answers" poses d’b%’(‘jz”k/" “ch/df"dﬂd/k’dm‘ecétfﬂ/ e

a question to you (our readers) and invites you to share {5y ¢ yis 2 1t S wr? LSt &S Uy lie
your thoughts with us in short essay form. All submissions - OTT e = Ty i
will be reviewed by the Public Affairs Section of the US.  &—o7 lgpul(/l&/r",;';KJ?JW({/’KU:W(VL"LﬂJ//-Q/

Embassy. Two “monthly winners” will be chosen and have & B e - g o y
I 7L LUl Tl iy -
their essays published in the subsequent edition of Khab- ook TE AR L BIK U™ Enonl ¥

o-Nazar. Winners wil also receive a prize from the Public (il _{ie s Sl la2d Uty 222 fL@Jé@J’;KdﬁJ
Affairs Section. Along with the two monthly winners, three

“Honorable mentions” will receive certificates. tﬁ-‘x’ﬂ'(’;le&fo/ P BAE LN O okl el P K2
The following are the official guidelines for essay -Jd: bl
submissions:

:%{k;lﬁupl}i)’@ﬂéé";‘fdzw

M Essays should not exceed 250 words : ‘ ;
— bl Folic 5Pl siuy” B

M Al essay submissions must be sent electronically to

infoisb@state.gov or via mail b 2% 34,4\ infoisb@state.gov 2,5 L DA™
M All essays must focus on the question presented in the Ut
most current edition of "Looking for Answers" i - o
M Deadline for submission of essays is the 25th of every AL ‘?é,./f//{/ﬁ*/d’féé{&J:MPQ’/“UL”U: Ll m
month.

525822 1S TS ndrvr™ W
M All submissions must include the submitter's complete

name, telephone number and home or work address. bl KP’E/A//”/T(U;& ((lly K,lé'u/”jvég:u/rl} u
B Essays will be published in the forthcoming editions _‘Ldﬂ/.‘

of Khabr-o-Nazar. ~Zu:/lg£éb“fuﬁw/¢w/7£ff;/?uﬁb’" -
Winner will receive a prize mailed to their indicated

address. Kbt S e e L2 B L B

Question Month | o | Gummelis st

What are the main Uﬁdﬂd!’[‘
issues/challenges facing ; .
Seu L sl

twenty-first century? fe b KU ..~‘~'L

Pakistani women in the




By: Hillary Clinton,
Secretary of State

On a trip to China eleven years ago, | met with women activists who told
me about their efforts to advance conditions for women in their country.
They offered a vivid portrait of the challenges women faced: employment
discrimination, inadequate health care, domestic violence, antiquated laws
that hindered women's progress.

I met some of those women again a few weeks ago, during my first trip
to Asia as Secretary of State. This time, | heard about the progress that
has been made in the past decade. But even with some important steps
forward, these Chinese women left no doubt that obstacles and inequities
still remain, much as they do in many parts of the world.

I've heard stories like theirs on every continent, as women seek opportunities
to participate fully in the political, economic and cultural lives of their
countries. And on March 8, as we celebrate International Women's Day,
we have a chance to take stock of both the progress we've made and the
challenges that remain—and to think about the vital role that women must
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play in helping to solve the complex global challenges of the 21st century.

The problems we face today are too big and too complex to be solved
without the full participation of women. Strengthening women's rights is
not only a continuing moral obligation—it is also a necessity as we face
a global economic crisis, the spread of terrorism and nuclear weapons,
regional conflicts that threaten families and communities, and climate
change and the dangers it presents to the world's health and security.

These challenges demand everything we've got. We will not solve them
through half measures. And yet too often, on these issues and many
more, half the world is left behind.

Today, more women are leading governments, businesses, and non-
governmental organizations than in previous generations. But that good
news has a flip side. Women still comprise the majority of the world's poor,
unfed and unschooled. They are still subjected to rape as a tactic of war
and exploited by traffickers globally in a billion dollar criminal business.

Honor killings, maiming, female genital mutilation, and other violent and
degrading practices that target women are still tolerated in too many
places today. Just a few months ago, a young girl in Afghanistan was on
her way to school when a group of men threw acid in her face, permanently
damaging her eyes, because they objected to her seeking an education.
Their attempt to terrorize the girl and her family failed. She said, "My
parents told me to keep coming to school even if | am killed”

That young girl's courage and resolve should serve as an inspiration to
all of us—women and men—to continue to work as hard as we can to
ensure that girls and women are accorded the rights and opportunities
they deserve.

Especially in the midst of this financial crisis, we must remember what
a growing body of research tells us: Supporting women is a high-vield
investment, resulting in stronger economies, more vibrant civil societies,
healthier communities, and greater peace and stability. And investing in
women is a way to support future generations; women spend much more
of their incomes on food, medicine and schooling for children.

Even in developed nations, the full economic power of women is far from
being realized. Women in many countries continue to earn much less than
men for doing the same jobs—a gap that President Obama took a step
toward closing in the United States this year, when he signed the Lilly
Ledoetter Fair Pay Act, which strengthens women's ability to chaflenge
unequal pay.

Women need to be given the chance to work for fair wages, access credit
and launch businesses. They deserve equity in the political sphere, with equal
access at the voting booth and the freedom to petition their government
and run for office. They have a right to health care for themselves and
their families, and a right to send their children to school—their sons and
their daughters. And they have a vital role to play in establishing peace and
stability worldwide. In regions torn apart by war, it is often the women
who find a way to reach across differences and discover common ground.

As | travel around the world in my new role, | will keep in mind the women
I've already met on every continent—women who have struggled against
extraordinary odds to change laws so they can own property, have
rights in marriage, go to school, support their families—even serve as
peacekeepers.

And | will be a vocal advocate—working with my counterparts in other
nations, as well as non-governmental organizations, businesses and
individuals—to keep pressing forward on these issues. Realizing the full
potential and promise of women and girls is not only a matter of justice.
It is a matter of enhancing global peace, progress, and prosperity for
generations to come.
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Scholar Says

Abdrabboh cites freedom to make choices about religious observance

By Louise se F enner
USINFO Stalt Writer

Washington - The diversity of Muslim women in
America "is a testament” to the freedom of choice
they are able to exercise in their religious observance,
says Fatina Abdrabboh, a graduate student of Islamic
studies and international security at Harvard University
in Massachusetts.

Abdrabboh, who wears the hjab (traditional headscarf),
said American culture allows everyone to be “who you
want to be and whatever you want to be’

Speaking in a State Department-sponsored webchat
with participants from the United States and 17 other
countries, Abdrabboh said Muslim women vary widely
in their background, religious expression and political
beliefs.

"The diversity of Muslim women in America is a
testament to the extent to which they have agency and
choice in their religious observance;” said Abdrabboh.

“For the vast majority of Muslim women who wear
hjabs in America, there does not appear to be any
problems, both in the university and in the workforce;
she said, noting that women who wear the hijab are
employed by the federal government, corporations
“and every sector of the work force, from teachers to
service providers”

“In fact, many young Muslim women in America take . A
pride in their choice to cover their hair, and the freedom FFatina Abdrabboh l_|’|1:1|l_1 courtesy of Fatinga a"\hd!‘ahb()h.]*

U’i;’.U’w/ﬂ;&’Uf'd/ub/x:gf;/ug(ju;r);l/j}f/ﬁ-_‘ '---u:ﬁlﬁ

du/(Ku:Jmﬁwf'ﬁf‘”u:.{/'w&f,-qrq,?/JJ”w )
RIS XN I ST K JU'// l

J’(Jé./u:’"ﬁmfﬂzfm&;@/.fT;)@(f/'fug&{ug&'ﬁ

LS o e F o6 Fe BT
FAREE A gt ST 0L U A T O)j &‘f}
Vel At (UL Sle iz e o o fl

S B\ JILFEE 15 UL e UL Fen S
'{_d,uudﬂ:z./‘;;uu,:_/.,w&wmuf’] - ol [J;u‘ulf’él X
oa-t TR B et G5 Gt il PG 134
/,ib‘uﬁu/@wfu?‘u:um,uéyﬁdG;rgjﬁfuwuuﬁu"’/::‘g
Sl s S

8 ‘Khabr—o—Nazar



to express such a choice in this country)” she said.

Abdrabboh, the head of the Muslim Student
Organization at Harvard's John E Kennedy School

of Government, was born and raised in Dearborn,
Michigan. In June 2006, she participated in a 10-day
State Department-sponsored traveling speaker program
in Niger to discuss her research on Islam and life as a
Muslim woman in America.

She said there are some 2,000 mosques in the United
States and a Muslim population estimated at 7 million
to 9 million. They include immigrants from the Middle
East, South Asia and elsewhere, their children and
grandchildren, and African-American Muslims,

“These all contribute to the richness and complexity
of the identity and psyche of the American Muslim
woman, Abdrabboh said.

She also cited the wide variety of U.S. Muslim women'’s
groups dealing with humanitarian issues, prevention of

domestic violence, gender equality and other challenges.

“Most important, there are a rising number of women-
initiated and women-led federations, Abdrabboh said.
“I think it's crucial that Muslim women all over the
world learn from other women's struggles and combine
efforts,’ she added. Abdrabboh also stressed that "the
struggle for women'’s equality is not a Muslim thing”
and that "gender justice is a principle that we should all
strive to perfect!

Many Americans are very interested in learning about
“Islam in general, the Middle East, Arab and Muslim
culture,” she said, “and [I] have managed to entertain
this opportunity engaging everyone and anyone who is
curious.’

According to Abdrabboh, there are advantages to being
a Muslim woman in the United States, including the
opportunity to answer the many “social, political and
intellectual questions” that Americans have. Because
the United States offers the opportunity for free
expression, Muslim women have the ability to dispel
myths and stereotypes, she said.

Abdrabboh also cited rising interest in Arabic classes at
Harvard and other institutions. This includes various
dialects “from Levantine Arabic to colloquial Egyptian
Arabic” as well as modern standard Arabic and classical
Arabic, she said.
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Ambassador

Anne W. Patterson’s
interview with

AVT Khyber News
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The followingare excerpts from Ambassador
Anne. W. Patterson’s interview with AVT

Khyber conducted by anchor Shaista Khan
on January 27 2009

1

G e b tarkient - Ut
S L LB g1l £ syt
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Khan: Thank you so much Madam Ambassador for being with us.
We have a focused topic for this interview and that is the status
of women in the areas riddled with conflict. Women are the most
vulnerable and consequently the most effected segment of the
society in a conflict. How, Madam Ambassador, do you see the status
of women in the areas riddled with conflict like Pakistani tribal areas,
N.W.EP and border areas of Afghanistan?

Patterson: Well as you said, women and children are always the most
vulnerable population effected by any conflict and there had been a number
of international studies done on that. So there is absolutely no question
about that. Yesterday, | visited for instance Kacha Garhi IDP camp, and there
is no question that the women and children have been most affected by
their displacement. Their health suffers, their education suffers, some of the
camp administrators mentioned to us that they had people in camps who
were suffering from psycho-sacial disorders which is hardly surprising when
people are disrupted from their lives. The international community has to,
as we say, step up the fight to help the Government of Pakistan and the
provincial government address this issue.

Khan: What is the U.S. government specifically doing to avoid
damage to the conflict zone?

Patterson: Well, we have a number of projects so let me start with the
internally displaced. We provide ten million dollars directly to IDPs; we
are major funders, along with some of the U.N. organizations and other
international organizations helping in the camps. And then we have projects
to help the people once they get back to the areas, their home villages.
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We have some of those projects already set up, but | was talking to the
Governor, to your Chief Minister, your Speaker and others today about
projects that we might implement so people would go home and reintegrate
into their communities more successfully.

Khan: Due to ongoing conflict, unemployment opportunities are
diminishing for women in these regions. Do you have any specific
plans for providing maximum opportunities for women and children
in these areas?

Patterson: Yes, We have some programs that would be associated with
the reconstruction opportunity zones which we hope, Congress would take
up shortly. These programs would train women. Culturally they may have
to live at home in order to do this work but they can do their work at
home and then provide that to the factory that would be exported to the
United States.

Khan: We have heard that the U.S. is spending a lot on the
development of the region; rather the U.S. is committing large funds
for the development of the entire region which straggles across the
Durand line. What percentage to the total amount is planned to be
spent for the well being of women and children?

Patterson: Well we have a program now that is about $750 million over
five years and that | think would be substantially increased. We are optimistic
that we would get additional resources with the new administration. It's
hard to tell exactly how much goes to benefit women and the children
because of course they benefit when the male members of their family find
a job and that's one of the principal objectives of our programs to provide
employment particularly for young males. We have a very ambitious
program for maternal and child health and for basic health education. We
are going to start a program designed for education of girls and we expect
that program to be very substantially underway in about a year's time.
So we have a number of projects planned directly to benefit women and
children plus the overall projects that would benefit the entire family.

Khan: Continued conflicts and underdevelopment affect the women
and children more than anybody else. Do we expect any specific
project for the women of the entire region?

Patterson: Yes, one of the main projects. The rate of maternal and infant
mortality in Pakistan and particularly in these areas of the country has
been historically quite high. So this project deals in training lady health
workers and not just in the tribal areas or NWFP but also throughout the
country and that will have a very dramatic effect as it has elsewhere in the
world for bringing down the maternal mortality. This is called PAIMAN and
it would be throughout the country and we would spend several hundred
million dollars by the end of the day on this project.

Khan: Madam Ambassador, how do you see the future of
Pakistan?

Patterson: Well as | mentioned, | see number of positive things underway
here. Pakistan unfortunately, like the rest of us, was hit by global economic
crisis, the rise in food prices, the rise in oil prices. So | think that your current
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Patterson: Yes | am convinced of it, thank you very much. -':/¢ 6T -ﬁ'—df")’/{é@% U o
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Timeline Pictoria

Women who helped shape America

Sacagawea

Anne Hutchinson o An American-Indian woman
A key figure in the study of Margaret Corbin who guided early American
the development of religious The first American woman to explorers (Lewis and Clark) Sojourner Truth
freedom in England’s fight in a war. She fought though lands leading to an American slave
American colonies and the alongside her husband in the the Pacific Coast of North abolitionist and
history of women in ministry American Revolutionary War. America women’s right activists.
(1591-1643) (1751-1800) (1786-1812) (1797-1883)
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Bishop Ida Robinson
In 1924, Robison founded the
Mount Sinai Holy Church of
America. The organization is

claimed to be the largest and ~ Sandra Day O 'Connor Geraldine Ferraro
oldest religious organization is the first woman to serve on Became the first women
founded by an African the U.S. Supreme Court. She nominated for vice president by
American women. served until 2006 a major U.S. political party.

(1891-1946) (1930-Present) (1935-Present)
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Susan B. Anthony  Mary McLeod Bethune

A prominent American civil An American educator, civil
rights leader who played a rights leader and university Jeannette Rakin
Elizabeth Stanton pivotal role in the 19th century  founder. She also served the The first woman to be
an American social activist women’s rights movement to  first African American female elected to the United
and leading figure of the introduce women’s suffrage advisor to a U.S. President States House of
early woman’s movement into the United States (Franklin Roosevelt). Representatives.

(1829-1906)

(1815-1902) (1875-1955) (1880-1973)
=N _- . i ey, I | |

o ol €520 vl alels 1 351500 (5 20 oS Eaiaa
S L Fleim K e§ gl Lzl SO, A AliSPGEAE AL IStk
e Ny SV E T P Y RUN A2, B
Seort uHEPEL SO AL 203t i eskrin
-l L reisdy

Madeleine Albright

In 1997, Albright became the Wilma Mankiller
first woman U.S. Secretary of In 1985 Willma Mankiller Hillary Clinton
State. She is currently serving was elected Chief of the Secretary Clinton is the first
as a top advisor for President Cherokee Nation. She became “First Lady” to serve in a
Obama in a working group on the first woman chief of an presidential cabinet as well as
national security. American-Indian Nation. hold public office.
(1937-Present) (1945-Present) (1947-Present)
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Human
Rights
Activists

High Tea

(Left to Right) Professor Dr. Khalida Ghaus, Barrister Shahida N. Jamil,

Uzma Noorani, Dr. Habiba Hassan meeting with Public Affairs Officer Tracy
R. Brown (center) at an afternoon high tea in Karachi.
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On Wednesday, February 4, a small group of female human
rights activists joined Tracy R. Brown (Public Affairs Officer,
US. Consulate Karachi) for an afternoon high tea. Though the
event started quietly, the conversation became quite lively
as the ladies openly shared their views and opinions. The
discussion revolved around different forms of violence faced
by women and children in society and efforts being taken by
human rights groups not only to uncover, but to eliminate this
stigma from society. Barrister Shahida N. Jamil led the debate
with discussion of her experiences as former Federal Minister
for Law, -Justice and Human Rights. Others agreed with the
Barrister that the Government of Pakistan has made progress
in this respect by passing such legislations that protect human
rights violation in Pakistan, but there still much needs to be
done to strictly enforce these legislation. The laws are on the
books, but unfortunately, the needed support, desire and will
to implement such laws is still lacking.

The participants benefited from Usma Noorani's feedback on
the activities and efforts of the Human Rights Commission
of Pakistan. Ms. Noorani is also responsible for PANAH
Shelter Home in Karachi, a shelter for battered women. Her
efforts on behalf of such women are tireless as she pushed
for greater government support of the disenfranchised. It
was conceded that women'’s issues affect not only women;
they have profound implications on all humankind. Women's
issues are actually human rights issues. A community cannot
successfully tackle the challenges confronting them without
the full and equal participation of women in all aspects of life.
Progress for women is inseparable from social and political
progress of every society. When women are oppressed, denied
freedom, and held back from opportunity, then the entire
society suffers, not just its female members. The participants
recognized the need for investing in human development to
improve education, health, economic opportunity and political
empowerment for Pakistani women.

The entire group comprised of women of great courage and
motivation. They are making a significant contribution towards
the betterment of Pakistani society.
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U.S. Special Represer
el l 1 ] v !

,ww!iiai!ur;a in Pe ke
Securlty cooperation,
development aid

Key to stabilizing region

Washington — President Obama's special representative
for Pakistan and Afghanistan has launched consultations
with Pakistani leaders in Islamabad on ways to work
together more effectively to strengthen security and
promote new economic opportunities.

“| am here to listen and learn the ground realities in
this critically important country] Ambassador Richard
Holbrooke said in a February 9 statement issued by the U.S.
Embassy in Islamabad. “The United States looks forward
to reviewing our policies and renewing our commitment
and friendship with the people of Pakistan

Holbrooke met with President Asif Ali Zardari, Prime
Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani, Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi, and General Ashfaq Kayani, the army
chief, to seek their perspectives on supporting Pakistan's
civilian government and working together to take action
against a rising tide of militant violence emanating from
Pakistan's tribal regions.

“Pakistan's situation is dire, not just the problems in the
Federally Administered Tribal Areas but its economy, which
has suffered grievous blows recently Holorooke said in
a February 8 address to the Munich Security Conference.
"It needs international assistance, international sympathy
and international support”

Pakistani security forces are facing a tough fight against
militants in the country’s tribal regions, as well as in the
Swat Valley, 160 kilometers (100 miles) from Islamabad.
A Polish engineer is the latest victim of a rash of
kidnappings and executions, while media sources report

18 Khabr-o-Nazar
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that Taliban militants who staged attacks on two
Afghan government buildings February 11 operated
from the border region.

“There is one theater of war, straddling an ill-
defined border;” Holorooke said. “On the western
side of that border, NATO and other forces are able
to operate. On the eastern side, it's the sovereign
territory of Pakistan!'

Holbrooke is a key participant in one of the
administration'’s top foreign policy priorities:
enhancing security in Afghanistan by eliminating
terrorist safe havens and delivering new
reconstruction and development aid in the
surrounding region.

"What we haven't seen [in the border region of
Afghanistan and Pakistan] is the kind of concerted
effort to root out those safe havens that would
ultimately make our mission successful;’ Obama said
in a February 9 press conference. “l believe that the
new government of Pakistan and President Zardari
care deeply about getting control of this situation,
and we want to be effective partners with them
on that issue’

A veteran US. peacemaker best known for
brokering an end to the Bosnian War, Holbrooke will
bring regional leaders’ opinions to a comprehensive
White House policy review of challenges along
the Afghan-Pakistan border. An expert on the
region, Bruce Reidel, will head the review. The
administration plans to complete the review
before Obama travels to Europe for the NATO 60th
Anniversary summit April 2.

Pakistani officials have offered to create an
interagency committee to assist in the US. policy
review.

uﬁi.@uyLbc/’-gu?/uugfuﬁgwlfd»/'li S b
Lol e LS
UIn iy §il iy e G Lo e S,
PP ARV A IR IR
Swesp bl e B P B g SRR

=

eSS e F AL S b AN
OIS STl 5 U St adiok P J
& 8o U U S Ttk A b U
—e LA



.
o Eoa

|
1.-
k.
.r'*
I B

Holbrooke's visit comes as the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee reviews anew U.S. aid package
for Pakistan that could deliver as much as $15
billion annually for the next five years to promote
economic development along the Afghan-Pakistan
border. Ideas under consideration include funding
for reconstruction opportunity zones — industrial
parks in the border region where manufacturers
could create local jobs and benefit from duty-free
entry of their goods into the United States.

Holbrooke also traveled to Pakistan's tribal
regions, where he met with government and
military officials as well as community leaders and
representatives from aid organizations, according
to State Department- acting spokesman Robert
Wood.
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Admission to Union: December 12, 1787 (2nd State)

(el T8T 512 i iy

Capital: Harrisburg Sz Iy

Population: Approximately 12448,280 (2008 estimate) (Je L rse12008) 12,448,280 5oL T

State Flag fgferls State Seal

State Bird: eIV State Flower: AR

(the Ruffed Grouse) el /’ﬁ/ (the Mountain Laurel) Jo
B Background

In 1681, King Charles Il of England, granted a land charter to William Penn,
to repay a debt of £20,000 (today estimated at around $30,000,000) owed
to William's father, Admiral Penn. This was one of the largest land grants to
an individual in history. It was called Pennsylvania, meaning "Penn's Woods',
in honor of Admiral Penn. William Penn then used the colony as a place of
religious freedom for Quakers.

Pennsylvania is located in the Northeastern and Middle Atlantic regions of the
United States. The state borders Delaware and Maryland to the south, West

O L i e gl iy

Point State Park Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania x+% i Jiﬁ WL Ledasly
(AP Photo/Keith Srakocic) i ;

Virginia to the southwest, Ohio to the west, New York and Canada to the north,
and New Jersey to the east. The state’s most populated city is Philadelphia.

The State of Pennsylvania is the 33rd largest state (per square mile) and 5th
most populous state in the United States. The state also has the 3rd highest
proportion of elderly (65+) citizens in 2005. Though founded as a refuge for
Quakers, the state's Quaker population accounts only for a small percentage
of its total population. Pennsylvania is also noted for having the highest
concentration of an Amish population (a religious group best known for their
simple living, plain dress and frequent resistance to the adoption of many
modern conveniences) in the United States.
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Liberty Bell Centre,
Philadelphia’ Pennsylvania
(AP Photo/George Widman)
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W Attractions

From its easternmost tip near Bordentown, New Jersey,
to its straight western boundary with Ohio and West
Virginia, Pennsylvanias 300-mile giant stride across
the country covers a mountain-and-farm, river-and-
stream, mine-and-mill topography. Its cities, people,
and resources are just as diverse. Philadelphia is a great
city in the eastern part of the state, a treasure house
of tradition and historical shrines;
Pittsburgh is a great city in the western
part, a mighty arsenal of industry.
Also you will find in this state are the
Pennsylvania Dutch, their barns painted
with vivid hex signs; here also are stee!
mills.

M Hershey

One of America's most fascinating
success stories, this planned community
takes its name from founder M. S.
Hershey, who established his world-
famous chocolate factory here in 1903,
then built a town around it. The streets
have names like Chocolate and Cocoa,
and streetlights are shaped like chocolate
kisses. But there's more than chocolate
here. Today, Hershey is known as one
of the most diverse entertainment
and resort areas in the eastern United
States. Hershey is also known as the
“golf capital of Pennsylvania,’ and has a
number of well-known golf courses.

m Gettysburg

This small Pennsylvanian town is primarily known for
this historic civil war battle fought in and around it. The
Battle of Gettysburg (July 1-3, 1863), was the battle
with the largest number of casualties in the American
Civil War and is frequently cited as the war’s turning
point (in favor of the North). The battle field is also
the site where President Abraham Lincoln delivered the
famous Gettysburg Address. The address is considered
to be one of the most quoted speeches in United
States history. It was delivered at the dedication of the

Hershey park in Hershey, Pennsylvania
.(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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Soldiers' National Cemetery in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania,
on the afternoon of Thursday, November 19, 1863, during
the American Civil War, four and a half months after the
Union armies defeated those of the Confederacy at the
decisive Battle of Gettysburg.

M Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh has had a remarkable renaissance to become one
of the most spectacular civic redevelopments in America,
with modern buildings, clean parks, and community pride.
In fact, it has been named “all-American city” by the
National Civic League.

The city teems with a variety of cultural activities.
Some venues that express the cities personality include:
the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, Pittsburgh Opera,
Pittsburgh Ballet, Phipps Conservatory, and the Carnegie
Museums of Pittsburgh, which include the Museum of
Natural History and the Museum of Art. The city has 25
parks, 45 miniature parks, 60 recreation centers, and 27
swimming pools.

W Philadelphia

Philadelphia served as the first capital of the United
States. It has successfully blended its historic past with
an electricity of modern times, all the while keeping an
eye on the future. In the mid-18th century, it was the
second-largest city in the English-speaking world. Today,
Philadelphia is the second-largest city on the East Coast
and the fifth largest in the country. Here, in the “City of
Brotherly Love" the Declaration of Independence was
written and adopted, the Constitution was molded and
signed, the Liberty Bell was rung, Betsy Ross was said to
have sewn the first American flag, and Washington served
most of his years as president.

There are over 25 colleges, universities, and professional
schools in Philadelphia as well. Fine restaurants are in
abundance, along with exciting nightlife to top off an
evening. Entertainment is offered by the world-renowned
Philadelphia Orchestra, theaters, college and professional
sports, outstanding parks, recreation centers, and
playgrounds. Shoppers may browse major department
stores, hundreds of specialty shops, and antique shopping
areas.

For ten blocks between the Delaware River and 9th Street
lies a history-rich part of Philadelphia. Here are the shrines
of American liberty: Independence Hall, the Liberty Bell
Pavilion, and many other historical sites in and around
Independence National Historical Park.

Pennsylvania provides something for all types of travels.
Outdoor adventurers will find themselves entranced by its
natural beauty. The voices of colonial America find in the
states historical treasures provide the perfect conversation
for history buffs. And of course its vibrant cities provide
the perfect level of entertainment and culture for all.
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“Providing scholarship, exchange and grant
opportunity information to the Pakistani People"”

Fulbright Scholarship Competition 2010
Fulbright/USAID Master's Scholarship

This program funds graduate study in the United States for a Master's
degree program. The program is funded by The United States Agency for
International Development (USAID).AIl disciplines are eligible, except for
clinical medicine, with priority given to Education, Educational Management,
Agriculture, Health, Teaching of English, Journalism, and fields related to
Economic Development. Eligible candidates will have either a four-year
Bachelor's degree or a Bachelor's and Master's combination totaling 16
years of formal education from an accredited university. Recent graduates
are strongly encouraged to apply, except for MBA applicants, who require
3 years of work experience.

Fulbright/HEC/USAID Ph.D. Scholarship

This program funds graduate study in the United States towards a Ph.D.
degree. This may be coursework andfor research towards a Ph.D. or
an entire program. Funding for this program is provided by the Higher
Education Commission (HEC) of the Government of Pakistan as well as
USAID. Eligible applicants will have a Master's, M. Phil. or comparable
degree (a minimum of 18 years of formal education) from an accredited
university.

Who is eligible for these scholarships?

Pakistani citizens with strong academic histories are eligible to apply.
All disciplines - Sciences, Social Sciences, Arts, Humanities, Journalism,
Business, Law - are welcome to apply, except clinical medicine. It is highly
desirable that candidates have work experience in teaching, research, or the
public sector in Pakistan. In addition to academic work, persons selected
for Fulbright programs are expected to share information about Pakistani
fife and culture with their US. colleagues and with community groups in
the US. On returning to Pakistan, Fulbright grantees are expected to share
their US. experiences with colleagues and community groups in Pakistan.
Successful candidates should be poised to assume a leadership position in
their field and must be committed to returning and serving Pakistan.

When will the program begin?
Fall of 2010.
What do the grants fund?

The grants fund tuition, required textbooks, airfare, a living stipend, and
health insurance. USEFP also assists with the visa application process.

Which program should | apply for?

Generally, applicants with 16 years of formal education should apply
for the Master's; those with 18 years of education should apply for the
Ph.D. Grants are awarded in the program considered most appropriate by
USEFP

Additional requirements?

The Graduate Record Examination (GRE] is required for all applicants.
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Applicants must attach scores, or proof of registration with their
application. The GRE must be taken before June 15. Applications received
by the May 18 deadline with GRE scores will be given preference. On
the GRE, a minimum score of 300 is required on each section of the
examination, with a higher score on the section most applicable to your
field of study. Applicants must also possess a high level of fluency in
spoken and written English. Short-listed applicants will be required to take
the TOEFL within two weeks of being short-listed. Applicants submitting
a TOEFL score by the deadline will receive preference.

Please Note: All successful candidates are required to sign a contract
with USEFP that binds them to return to Pakistan immediately after
their program in the U.S. and serve the country for the number of years
equivalent to the length of their scholarship program. This contract is
redeemable on a year-for-year basis after returning to work in Pakistan,
so that as long as a person fulfilis the service requirement, he or she will
pay nothing. Otherwise, a grantee will be legally liable for the cost of his
or her scholarship program in the US. on a year-for-year basis.

Women, minorities, persons from FATA, FANA and

other remote areas, and persons with disabilities are
strongly encouraged to apply.

Who is ineligible?

Persons with a dual U.S/Pakistan nationality or who have a spouse, parent,
fiancé or child over 18 years of age who is a U.S. citizen or permanent
resident. Employees of the Fulbright organization or the The United States
Educational Foundation in Pakistan or the U.S. Department of State and
their spouses, fiancés, siblings, dependents, children and parents.

Employees of USAID or the HEC and their spouses, fiancés, siblings,
dependents, children and parents are ineligible for programs funded by
their agencies.

Application process & deadline

Original application with references and attested copies of supporting
documentation along with one additional copy of the complete application
must be received by USEFP at the address given below by 4:30 p.m. on
May 18, 2009.

P.O.Box 1128, Islamabad 44000.

Email: fulbrightapps@usefpakistan.org
Phone: 051-11-11-USEFP(051-11-11-87337)
Fax: 0512877095
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Once

SUCCECSS

at a time

Helping the People of Pakistan one community at a time

Clean hands, better ealth
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Pakistan Safe Drinking Water and Hygiene
Promotion Project Mobilizes Communities,
for Clean Drinking Water and Better Hygiene
in Pakistan

Fahmida's children washing hands.
_an_ﬂ.afp}jké-iaﬁff;

Laful&vﬂl&gh}ui %fuﬁw ut“/ﬁ_l,
RS T e U

TURBUT, BALUCHISTAN: Every day Fahmida travels
approximately twenty minutes to and from the filtration
plant to get water for her family. In the past, Fahmida Qadi,
a volunteer for the project, spent most of her time at home
caring for one of her five children because they were often
sick with diarrhea or some other ailment caused by unclean
drinking water. Although she receives water directly to her
home from the tube well, she transports her drinking water
from the filtration plant in Singhanisar because it is clean.
“Now my children rarely fall ill, allowing me enough time for
my volunteer work and to sew clothes for my family and
other women”

The USAID funded Pakistan Safe Drinking Water and Hygiene
Promotion Project is helping Pakistan to achieve a key
Millennium Development Goal (MDG): to significantly reduce
the incidence of diarrhea through clean drinking water and
hand washing with saap.

Since 21st August 2008 and under the Public Private Partnership
joint activity, following Glabal Hand Washing Day (GHD), the
School Hygiene Promotion activities started in Nov 2008 with
the Community Hygiene Promotion beginning in Feb 2009.
Unilever has given out approximately 35,000 bars of free
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soap to schools and communities to highlight the importance
hygiene and raise awareness, the Project has designated Oct
15, 2008, as Global Hand Washing Day. This event especially
focuses on school children to celebrate the Hand Washing Day
and keep the practice alive by participating in different hand
washing activities so that they practice and understand that
the germs on the hands are not good for health.

Some of the fun activities attracting children and the
community in general carried out include, awareness raising
walks in different districts, hand washing demonstrations
with Germ Glow Machines (provided by Unilever), Hygiene
Melas were conducted, Interactive Theaters, poetry and naat
competitions, quiz competitions, musical events and gawwali
performances.

When asked whether she can afford soap, Fahmida said,
"Just like clean water is a necessity of life, similarly, | believe
soap is also essential in our lives. We used to practice hand
washing, but my children were not aware of the importance
of good hygiene until they attended the session;' organized by
the USAID funded Pakistan Safe Drinking Water and Hygiene
Promotion Project’s partner NGO. Now if even one of us doesn't
wash hands before taking our meals, we feel like something is
missing. Just like we remember God before taking our food, we
remember washing hands, too”

Clean drinking water is essential for a healthy population, a
productive workforce and sustainable economic development,
which in turn promotes security for the region.
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Alumni

Connect

"Highlighting past participants of U.S. Government

sponsored fellowships, exchanges and grants”

e plud alta) 5 SiaySa Sl
i A i S a5 a ouin 5 01 _Jalys

Participant’s Full Name:
Rubina Feroze Bhatti

Quick Biographical Sketch:

Rubina Feroze Bhatti is General Secretary and founding member of the
Sargodha-based NGO Taangh Wasaib. The organization uses a variety
of communication techniques to promote human rights education
in public schoaols, women's rights and empowerment, interfaith
harmony, peace-building and community services in health and skill-
development.

Name of Program
participated in:

MRP: Community Service and
Volunteerism

Program Dates:

March 22-April 15, 2005
Number of Participants:
Eighteen

Countries Represented:

Pakistan, Ivory Coast, Kenya,
Malaysia, Trinidad and Tobago, Israel, Dominican Republic, Central
Asian States

Places Visited:
Washington D.C., Louisiana, San Francisco, Santa Fe

What part of program did the participant most enjoy
and why:

The entire program was an eye-opening experience for me. Earlier,
my concept of volunteerism was very vague. The program gave me
an insight about volunteerism as a movement. | also learned about
how the public and private sectors in the U.S. support volunteerism.
Volunteerism is inculcated from a very young age. | saw parks
maintained by volunteers, soup kitchens run by volunteers, volunteers
acting as tour guides in museums, helping out in hospitals and libraries.
In a nutshell, they provide much-needed support to the society.
What [ really liked about the program was that the organizers were
flexible in arranging meetings on participants’ request that were not
part of the original schedule.

Does the participant still maintoin contact with other
participants: '

Yes, of course. In fact they have all been very helpful.
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Connect | meet with
Pak-U. S. State Alumni

On February 11, 2009, Consul General Stephen Fakan and Branch

Public Affairs Officer Tracy Brown met with nine members of the d/ u 8 g:, J L&,.M / ’

core group of Pak-US. State Alumni Association (Karachi Chapter) *

at the Consul General's Residence. The members represented areas

such as bureaucracy, health, environment, academia, urban planning, é ﬁ' - é u
XS e

media, international affairs, youth leadership and nongovernmental

*
organizations. The wide ranging discussion explored ways to reflect the 2 e ' .
many positives about U.S. culture and society that each one of them p gﬁ ‘
experienced while in the U.S. The group felt this was the right time to *e g *
capitalize on President Obama's inaugural message of mutual respect = hd & /
for other's culture and cooperation that was seemingly neglected in o8- b U, a u KJ 'd 0 L/&. '

*

the recent past. The Consul General further reinforced this message

by offering to work with the group towards supporting their ideas 1 ] e .
as to what solutions work for improving the civil society in Pakistan. /31, &/"/::’Tj/:’f.,@ & /51‘;?&‘/\)/’7. Jﬂ)’fZOOQ‘u’n/W 1
Right away, some in the group have responded by offering program & ; jo s Tl e e s

opportunities to U.S. diplomats to interact with a wider cross section JPJJ/ Jﬂ”i—‘?”/d’&"&yécvéj/qr{?%{)w‘g/thfk
of society in order to remove some misconceptions about the U.S. = » f{ff’f;,yyl,‘._»ji‘j A 4 ‘}*” Bs s ya J‘_:,L,“U,{,?

The goal of the U. S. State Department in sponsoring international uﬁgd/l{//f'ﬁ'tﬂ.'é'ﬂMWL L »::«JGJUJ‘)?IJH'M'U‘}U’Uf
exchanges is to increase mutual understanding between American and )

Pakistani people and institutions. Following the exchange experience, T L?"( Ui edulle o t:w;’:)@u{/ 'U:%‘-"’-LMC”’ V-G

the aimis to continue the dialogue with returned exchange participants Sy rau:j/l/Jjﬁ Z ._A/if.“ KU Uo7l KUsFPL S
to build on the relationship. One of the goals of U. S. Public Diplomacy i o D

is to build bridges of understanding between the peoples of America e
and Pakistan through people-to-people contact. Alumni Association &@J@/}:in/(grﬁZ/L:?"ILIZ..MUMIJJ/&L,LV;//

is seen by public diplomacy as enormously important forum to identify .
avenues to promote mutual understanding. OJL/ZLEJ&L%%((VL'I% Lo 6D Lo b, 2 KU}W"/”('P'UQEL
St ra plpae NESF i AR e b e
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Stephen Faken and Tracy Brown meeting with the Karachi |
Chapter of the Pak-U.S. State Alumni Association / -‘Lt'l.ag
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Book Title:
SISTERHOOD IS FOREVER:

SISTERHOOD IS FOREVER
The Women's Anthology for a New Millennium

:rL’K_/C’/

The Women’s Anthology for a New UC il s
Millennium b

Author: Robin Morgan | S F " H [ v [ g G #(2003) Ay A5 u"él, B
Publishing: . S s :
Washington Square Press (2003), the wemen's anthlegy for'a naw milisnmiom| 640 =

Paperback,
640 pages.
ISBN 0743466276 / 9780743466271

Description: Sisterhood Is  Forever
-- with over 60 original essays Morgan
commissioned from well-known feminist
leaders plus energetic Gen X and Y activists --
is a compasite mural of the female experience
in America: where we've been, where we are,
where we're going. The stunning scope of
topics ranges from reproductive, health, and environmental issues
to workplace inequities and the economics of women's unpaid
labor; from globalization to the politics of aging; from cyberspace,
violence against women, and electoral politics to spirituality, the
law, the media, and academia. The deliberately audacious mix of
contributors spans different generations, races and ethnicities:
CEOs, housewives, rock stars, farmers, scientists, politicians,
women in prison, firefighters, disability activists, artists, flight
attendants, an army general, an astronaut, an anchorwoman,
even a pair of teens who edit a girls' magazine. Each article
celebrates the writer's personal voice -- her humor, passion,
anger, and the integrity of her perspective -- while offering the
latest data on women's status, political analysis, new “how-to"
tools for activism, and visionary yet practical strategies for the
future -- strategies needed now more than ever. Robin Morgan's
own contributions are everything her readers expect: powerfully
argued, unsentimentally lyrical. From her introduction: "The book
you hold in your hands is a tool for the future -- a future also in
your hands”

Location: BOOKS AT LINCOLN READING LOUNGE MUZAFFARABAD

Located in the central library of the University of Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, the Lincoln Corner Muzaffarabad promotes friendship
between the United States and Pakistan through multimedia
resources. Equipped with the rich resources Lincoln Corner
offers a "Window on America" and its people - history, society,
geography, government, and popular culture, by providing access
to English language material, information about studying in the
US., arranging cultural activities, and lectures on topics of interest
to the people of Muzaffarabad.

Lincoln Corner Muzaffarabad

University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir

New Campus, Muzaffarabad

Phone: 058810-42862 Email: Ic.uajk@gmail.com
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Ask

the Consul

“Your chance to ask the Consul General
at the US Embassy, Islamabad your visa
related questions”

I don't live in Islamabad. Where do | apply for a visa?

Your initial step is to take your application forms, passport and all
relevant fees to the nearest American Express or Speedex office
(please refer to our website for a list of locations and details on the
required forms). Once your documents are received you will be told
when you need to attend
an interview. Currently all
interviews take place at
US. Embassy Islamabad.
[For further information
see http://islamabad.
usembassy.gov/.]

| wish to build a
relationship in-person
with a company in the
U.S. Which visa type
do | need?

If you are only attending
meetings, conducting
negotiations or  taking
orders then a B1/B2 visa is the best for you. However, if you intend
to receive any type of income from a U.S-based entity, you will
likely need a different type of visa. See http://travel.state.gov/
pdf/BusinessVisa.pdf for further information.

| was issued a visa, but my brother did not qualify even
though he is older than me. Why is that?

Each visa decision is made after examining all the facts required for
each individual candidate. The answers that an applicant provides to
the adjudicating officer are some of the most important factors used
in making the final decision. Thus two candidates who appear to have
similar cases may receive different decisions.

I was meant to start my university course last week but
my visa did not arrive. What should | do?

There are two important things that you need to do. First, if the start
date listed on your 1-20 or DS2019 form has passed then you need to
contact your institution to ask them to provide you with a new form
with an updated start date. Second, you should forward your form
via American Express to the U.S. Embassy so that we can continue to
process your case.
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http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video html?
videold=1564335193

Young Fashion Designer

Young American fashion designer Brooke Samad combines her passion for clothes and for her Muslim faith with a full line of
modest -- and fashionable -- clothing. A graduate of New York's Fashion Institute of Technology, Brooke and her business,
Marabo Fashion, were featured in Muslim Girl Magazine in April 2008.

http:/fwww.america.gov/multimedia/video.htm/?videold= 1564335193

Remembering Rachel Carson

Rachel Carson devoted much of her writing to the problem of
environmental damage caused by pesticides. Her 1962 book, Silent
Spring, challenged American agriculture and caused society to rethink
its relationship to the natural world.
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