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Dear Readers:

On the longest day of the year, musicians from all over the world
perform free concerts at venues throughout the world in cities and
towns celebrating the rich and diverse role that music plays in our
global community. For the last 27 years, the world has celebrated World
Music Day to pay homage to one of the most important art forms
ever created. Music helps to express cultural identity, generational
differences, religion, and even political ideals. This edition of Khabr-o-
Nazar pays highlights music and its global and regional influence.

This month’s Khabr-o-Nazar also features coverage of a historic meeting
of the Presidents of the United States, Pakistan, and Afghanistan. The
trilateral talks were hailed as a success in the development of regional
security and economic development. Another important article
describes U.S. Secretary of State Hilary Clinton’s announcement of an
additional $110 million from the American people to assist Pakistan’s
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs).

In Khabr-o-Nazar’s regular monthly column, we travel to the State
of Georgia (the Peach State). Georgia’s historical significance relates
not only to the founding of America but also the role it played in the
American Civil War. Today, it’s diversity make it the perfect place fora
visit when traveling to the United States. Meanwhile, two prestigious
scholarship opportunities — the Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship
and the Fulbright Scholar Program are highlighted in our “Seize the
Opportunity” column.

Finally, we'd like to say again how much we appreciate the overwhelming
response of our readers to our new monthly “Question of the Month.”
Each month we receive numerous high quality essays — which makes
the task of choosing winners all the more difficult. We hope that you
will find this month’s question challenging and will once again share
your thoughts with us. As always, we look forward to reading your
comments, suggestions and questions. Thank you for your continued

support and feedback. Have a safe, pleasant, and enjoyable summer
from all of us at Khabr-o-Nazar!

Lo FLrts

Lou Fintor

Editor-in-Chief and Press Attaché

US Embassy Islamabad

E -mail: infoisb@state.gov

Website: http//Islamabad.usembassy.gov
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“Responses from our readers”

4 Khabr-o-Nazar

Please accept wy congratulation on publishing the furst complete
apotitical edition z-r/"Khabr-o—Na@f. It was a wwprmfor me to
mwﬁdam;affwmymwnwmmdnaxt/w World
Tuberculosis Day, clomate c/umﬁe, Earth Day and Arbor Day. In
thela&tﬁwmwdﬁg;mhwetafa@dwzﬁed%emlwk(f%
magazine in fact, you t-rW/prmed it ko an Wa’é/ dfj'j[ermt
product. IWWMWMIWWWW,M
:mdwtit[enf)/owmgm. W:mwcémlyzfthe Yosemite
National Park made the Htle-page so e{@a,m‘ The article, Visit
t/wSO!tatef’&rtﬁeéextuhde{ft/wwmﬁaw,a,u'ttovkmmto
tramnce at once. The gorgeous Mme 177’ Water Gap 7’ Detawnare
WW&:&W?{WWWMW. I had wno idea
about the Arbor Da}/ée/m;th&swmt%wﬁmtﬁmfhatwm
amoﬁuﬂﬂzgm«ymt/a&rmﬁje& Once again tha//ok)/mﬁr
pu%&shﬂtﬁmhafa/m[ommaﬁaw‘

Khalil Hussain, Kavachi
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Ivecently qota chance of reading your wagazine ‘Khabr-o-Nazar”
at wy friend’s office. Al the articles were skillfully written, and

ﬁdl af sound and Meﬁd lnfm‘nwmz. I lovk fmwwd to vead the
next issue z.rf K/m/?r—o—NaW 1 appreciate your dezu'@ edited and
thaug%mpmwka% magazie.
I wondd like to take this gppoviunity to express wy /wm'g‘ebt and
swncere a/}[%’m’aﬁm ]‘Ur your magazme ‘k/mér—a—/vn@f " You
deserve this admevation fm' your commitment to anuu‘z'nﬁ
such vital o'ﬂfm'mati(m in the masses.

Arbeela Hussaen All, via email
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Thank you very much for vegularly sending me your Magazine

“K/m/mo—Naw”[t s redé/ a jo-od magazine with wuch

Wmatwn I would like to suggest you to kmetg/ pubtish
arvticles on trade and business. For example, how can we develop
business relations to boost export y’mﬁwm Pakistan products?

Sh. Motammed Saleem, Sialkot
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K/Mco—m(@ has u’ﬁ/uﬁcmt bmpovtance owing to its Urdu-
Eitﬁ[{'&h composition, excellent de{[ﬁﬂ, and special articles on
Pak-U.5. velations. We can say that this wmagazine is serving the
cause of wutual wnderstanding and [%W\tﬁ[ng people 07' both
countries tojef/wr. AU avticles ave pmz};mth@/, pm‘fz)mlaré/ the
Visit the 50 States, ‘Ask the Consul’ and Seize The Opportunity.
In the end, I would like to suggest you to pubtish articles on
Idamic /M’s?o’i}/, culture and architeture in this magazine.

Motammad Ishtiag, Imyoﬂm
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LookingirANSwers

“Looking for answers" gives our readers a voice to
comment and share their views on myriad topics that are
shaping our world. Each edition of "Looking for Answers”
poses a question to you (our readers) and invites you

to share your thoughts with us in short essay form. All
submissions will be reviewed by the Public Affairs Section
of the U.S. Embassy. Two “monthly winners” will be
chosen and have their essays published in the subsequent
edition of Khabr-o-Nazar. Winners will also receive a
prize from the Public Affairs Section. Along with the two
monthly winners, three "Honorable mentions" will receive
certificates.

The following are the official guidelines for essay
submissions:

Essays should not exceed 250 words

All essay submissions must be sent electronically to
infoisb@state.gov or via mail

All essays must focus on the question presented in
the most current edition of “Looking for Answers"

Deadline for submission of essays is the 25th of every
month.

All submissions must include the submitter's complete
name, telephone number and home or work address.

Essays will be published in the forthcoming editions
of Khabr-o-Nazar.

Winner will receive a prize mailed to their indicated
address.

Question pronth
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Who is/are your favorite Pakistani
musician(s) and what affect has this
person or group had on Pakistani
Culture?
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Winning Article

Pakistani women

in the
olst century?

By Amir Aziz, Lahore

‘The main and the most serious challenge to the womenfolk
of Pakistan is the erroneous and self-styled interpretation
of religious laws. Another major issue is ill-treatment of
women by means of ethnic, tribal or communal customs
and traditions in the garb of religion.

An equally significant issue for the Pakistani woman is
the denial of identity and personality by man folk. It is
essential to recognize women as an institution, and as an
embodiment of compassion and feelings. Unless the status
of Pakistani woman is not recognized as equal to man, she
will remain an instrument of joy, or an alien of some far-
away planet that is just like a zombie without any feeling
or thoughts. Such incarnation doesn't have any sentiments,
or any desire.

One more challenge for the Pakistani womenfolk is the
denial of freedom and independence. Women are not
allowed to maintain an opinion on any issue, and if there is
some freedom to enjoy in having a personal point of view
in some cases, no one is ready to pay heed to her. All her
problems originate from this lack of freedom of expression.
Only this free will can liberate her from all repressions.

Finally, a dilemma that female Pakistanis currently face is
the linkage to her male counterpart. The ever-prevailing
presence of some male member of the family poses a big
challenge for woman. Pakistani women also face several
other issues including lack of education, no access to
healthcare, social inequality, and menace of dowry, mental
torture and physical abuse. The solution of all these problems
is directly related to strengthening of democratic, legal,
social institutions, and a vibrant role of the civil society.

6 | Khabr-o0-Nazar
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Winning Article
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By: Muhammad Sajid-us-Salam,
Bahawalpur

Male dominant societies are accepting gradually the
importance of the role of women in reshaping the world.
Pakistani society is one of these luckily.

Pakistani females are serving efficiently in different disciplines
like Education, Heath, Law, Police, Armed-Forces, Politics,
Agriculture, Social Sector etc side by side men, even then they
are facing a number of problems like poor health, low literacy
rate, high mortality rate, sexual harassment, social injustice,
inhuman treatment, inequality, honor killings, unnatural
customs & traditions etc.

Poor health is a big issue. From day one, they are regarded as
less important to their parents because of the preference of boys
over girls in all cases like nutrition (Food) and Education.

Even married females prefer their husbands and other family
members over themselves in nutritional matters. Insufficient
food leads to a poor health and a great cause of high mortality
rate during pregnancy. Different countries and organizations
are helping Pakistan to cope with these matters. Yet, the
mismanagement and poor implementation of policies is a
great obstacle in elimination of these problems.

Social injustice, inequality & sexual harassment are other
considerable issues. If the matrimonial bond breaks, the party
who always suffers is woman. They have no forum to appeal,
only a few established by in the recent past.

Unnatural customs and inhuman tradition like Vani, Karo-
Kari, Watta-Satta, marriage with Quraan & Honor-Killing
are the major obstacles in the prosperity of women in Pakistan.
But brave women of Pakistan are endeavoring hard to tackle
these problems and progressing gradually.
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Dr. Naveed Igbal Ansari, Karachi
Syed Kamal Bukhari, Azad Kashmir




Completely different from a music festival,
the Féte de la Musique is above all a free
popular event, open to any participant
(amateur or professional musicians) who
wants to perform in it. This Music day
allows the expression of all styles of music
in a cheerful atmosphere. It aims at a large
audience, working to popularize musical
practice for young and not so young people
trom all social backgrounds. It gives an
opportunity to communicate and share a
very special moment through music.

The musicians are asked to perform for
free, and all the concerts are free for the
public. They play in open-air areas such

as streets and parks or in public buildings
like museums, train .\'rzitions, restaurants as
long as there is no charge to the public. The
Feéte de la Musique encourages major music
institutions (orchestra, operas, choirs, etc.)
to performm outside their usual locations. In
this way it offers an opportunity to develop
exchange and promote encounters between
young musicians and well-known talents as
well as the general public.

B WHERE IT STARTED

The idea was first broached in 1976 by
American musician Joel Cohen, then
employed by the national French radio
station France Musique. Cohen proposed
an all-night music celebration at the
moment of the summer solstice. The idea
was taken up by French Music and Dance
director Maurice Fleuret for Minister of
Culture Jack Lang in 1981 and first took
place in 1982. FFor more than 20 years this
unique international event, dedicated to all
music and musicians, has spread to more
than 340 cities in 110 countries worldwide.

>

Tracy Byrd performs at the Country Music
Association Music Festival, June 2008 in
Nashville, Tenn.
8 | Khabr-o-Nazar
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ThreQawwali
Influence

Sufi Muslim
mystical singing e
shapes world music |

Nusrat Fa
r A Pakistani

- 1 (AP Photo/Saced Ahmed)
10 Khabr-0-Nazar 39 | BRI
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The track “The Face of Love” is a different sort of
collaboration, featuring the lead singer for the Seattle-
based alternative rock band Pearl Jam, Eddie Vedder,
and the great Pakistani musician Nusrat Fateh Ali
Khan, and produced by Ry Cooder. Khan was a leading
performer of qawwali, a genre of mystical singing

practiced by Sufi Muslims in Pakistan and India.

Qawwali singing is accompanied by a double-headed
drum called the dholak and a portable keyboard
instrument called the harmonium, which creates a
continuous drone under the singing. In traditional
settings the lead singer alternates stanzas of traditional
poetic texts with spectacular and elaborate melodic
improvisations, in an attempt to spiritually arouse his
listeners and move them into emotional proximity with
the Divine,

During the 1990s Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan became the
first qawwali artist to command a large international
following, owing to his performances at the annual
WOMAD festivals curated by the rock star Peter
Gabriel. Khan began to experiment with nontraditional
instruments and to work with musicians outside the
qawwali tradition, leading some critics to charge that
the music had moved away from its spiritual roots.

“All these albums are experiments,” Khan told the
interviewer Ken Hunt in 1993. “There are some people
who do not understand at all but just like my voice. I
add new lyrics and modern instruments to attract the
audience. This has been very successful.”

(4
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redeem the soul of a convicted murderer on the verge of execution —~ was
the first to foreground Khan's contributions. Many reviews of Dead
Man Walking stressed the contribution of Khan's voice to the haunting,
mystical, and spiritual atmosphere of the film. The song “IThe Face of
Love”is based on a simple melody, sung first by Khan with lyrics in the
Urdu language, and then with English lyrics by Pear! Jam’s lead singer
Eddie Vedder:

Jeena kaisa Pyar bina [ What is life without love] ~

Is Duniya Mein Aaye ho to [Now that you have come to this world] (2x)
Ek Duije se pyar karo [Love each other, one another]

Look in the eyes of the face of love

Look in her eyes, for there is peace

No, nothing dies within pure light

Only one hour of this pure love

To last a life of 30 years

Only one hour, so calm and dark

'This is not an example of music’s functioning as a universal language, for
most members of the film’s American audience neither understood the
words that Khan sang nor possessed any knowledge of the centuries-
long history of Sufi mystical traditions. Nonetheless, it could be argued
that this is a case where the well-meaning effort of artists to reach across
cultural and musical boundaries does produce something like an aesthetic
communion, a common purpose embodied in musical texture and poetry.
Khan's appearance on the soundtrack of Dead Man Walking led to his
being signed by the indie label American Recordings, managed by Rick
Rubin, formerly the mastermind behind the rappers Run-D.M.C. and
the Beastie Boys. The American music industry’s market positioning of
world music as yet another variant of alternative music is indicated by
that label’s roster of artists, which included not only Nusrat Fateh Ali
Khan but also the “death metal” band Slayer, the rap artist Sir MixA-Lot,
and the country music icon Johnny Cash.

12 | Khabr-0-Nazar
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Look in the eyes of the face of love
Look in her eyes,for there is peace
No,nothing dies within pure light

Only one hour of this pure love
To last a life of 30 years
Only one hour,so calm and dark
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Songwriter
Kareem Salama
Combines

Muslim Faith and
Country Music

Everyone finds his mix of country music and

Islam remarkable except him
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Source: www.america.gov
Wiriter: Howard Cincotta

For Kareem Salama, home is the American
Southwest, where country music provides
much of the soundtrack to daily life. But
home also meant growing up in a devout
Muslim household and studying the rich
textures of classical Arabic literature and
poetry.

So when Salama, 30, started writing and
singing his own songs, it was quite natural
that he would combine a sensibility rooted
in his Muslim faith with a compelling voice
and a distinctive Southern accent — even if
others find the combination startling.

OKLAHOMA AND MUSIC

Salama’s parents are Egyptians who moved
to Oklahoma, where they raised him along
with two brothers and a sister. As a child,
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Salama traveled to rodeos, county fairs and Indian powwows,
and he was exposed to traditional bluegrass and country music
in places like Branson, Missouri, and the legendary Grand Ole
Opry in Nashville, Tennessee.

“Oklahoma, like me, is a place where cultures meet and dance,”
Salama wrote on his Web site. “Oklahoma is a hybrid of
southern, western and Native American culture, and thanks
to my mother’s insatiable desire to learn and experience new
things, she made sure that I and everyone in my family were
immersed in it.”

FAITH AND MUSIC

At the same time, Salama’s parents didn't neglect his Muslim
religious training. Despite his distinctive Southern accent and
American music style, he is serious about his faith and draws
on its rich religious and cultural heritage in his compositions.
His songs are neither overtly political nor religious, but they
do reflect his remarkable background, which the Web site alt.
muslim.com calls “a living dichotomy” on the American musical
landscape.

In one song dealing with the theme of tolerance, for example,
Salama quotes the proverb of the noted Islamic scholar and
poet Imam Shafiee: “I am like incense — the more you burn
me, the more fragrant I become.”

He acknowledges how his father’s example shaped both his
outlook and music: “He lives the maxim, ‘Be hard on yourself,
but easy on others.”

He finds the songwriting process deeply intertwined with
his faith. “I pray before and after I write a song,” he said in a
University of Iowa interview. “I choose each word carefully. I
try to be very honest and hope that God brings this song into
people’s hearts.”

COUNTRY CONNECTIONS

Salama’s perspective on country music can be surprising,
especially for those familiar only with the dominant commercial
strain that leans toward lyrics celebrating the open road, honky
tonk bars, and lost loves.

“There is a kind of soul in country music ... something that
comes from deeper down. ... You can still hear something
very old and very traditional,” Salama said in an alt.muslim
interview.

14 | Khabr-o-Nazar
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In fact, Salama is drawing on a much older tradition that
hearkens back to the roots of so-called bluegrass from the
Appalachian region of the southeastern United States. (See
“Bluegrass and Honky-Tonk.”)

Salama also studied English literature, especially a celebrated
spiritual poem by John Donne (1572-1631), “A Valediction:
Forbidding Mourning,” for which he wrote a melody to help
himself memorize it.

COMPOSING AND PERFORMING

Salama wrote songs and lyrics while earning an engineering
degree at the University of Oklahoma and then attending

law school at the University of lowa, where he met musician
Aristotle Mihalopulos.

In a quintessential American moment, the sons of Egyptian
and Greek immigrants decided to collaborate on American
country music. Over the next several years, Salama performed
before predominately Muslim audiences in the United States
and Europe, accompanied by Mihalopulos on the guitar.

With his trim good looks, conservative haircut and country-
classic black cowboy hat, Salama recognizes that people may
come for the novelty of a Muslim country-music singer. He

hopes they’ll stay because they find his songs compelling.

He may be succeeding. On his summer 2008 tour in Europe,
Salama played to enthusiastic Muslim and non-Muslim
audiences in London, Berlin, Paris (at Euro Disney), Rome,
Genoa, Italy, and Amsterdam, Netherlands.

Salama’s first album, Generous Peace, appeared in 2006,
followed by This Life of Mine a year later. His song “A Land
Called Paradise” provided the soundtrack for an award-
winning music video celebrating the diversity and vitality of
the American Muslim community

He is now working on a commercial debut album that will
feature the best material from the first two albums and several
new songs.

But Salama is not focusing exclusively on a singing career.
Having completed law school, he is preparing for the licensing
(bar) examinations, and is interested in practicing patent law.

He summarizes some of his thoughts about his music on his
MySpace page: “My hope is that my words will fall upon ears
and hearts that may be seeking the same thing I am seeking ...
the inspiration to live a virtuous life that is pleasing to God.”
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“Unprecedented Cooperation”

in Pakistan, Afghanistan Talks

RTL 8 [~V P

President Barack
Obama speaks

to reporters after

his meeting with
Afghanistan’s President
Hamid Karzai, left,
and Pakistani President
Asif Ali Zardari, May

6, 2009.
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By Stephen Kaufman, Staff Writer

Source: %U‘ZU‘ZUJ?/"ZF?‘I.((LS'{?‘U

Wiashington — Meetings involving Afghanistan’s d/’)/]d‘-—a/"fut'/(t/ﬂ»’J]/jolwﬂu&“ufuﬁ‘b.chhbﬂ
President Hamid Karzai and Pakistan’s President * :

Asif Ali Zardari with President Obama and other dr‘”/:f”uyui u;aujué Q'QRIQ(ML:/GJLJVL
officials of the United States in Washington have _ﬁji:u’lifu:ﬂufcfr‘aJﬂl,g,l.'a;g(‘bﬁbj

“advanced unprecedented cooperation” between the

two South Asian nations, Obama said, to the benefit U?G,U{LU;GU',.;}’)/”J)/‘”:L/L/,MLUDKL SIS
of all three countries. o7
Speaking May 6 at the White House after hosting ”’“w”[uuw‘ﬂ"’(LL(-'"/ML’"L/J»L}/L"’MU:J%“4/"’(

both trilateral and bilateral meetings with his Afghan - _ . - - uﬁuiwi./éu» K;/z?[_ Uk Lj/);é
and Pakistani counterparts, Obama said there is ~ " )

“much to be done” to confront common security “-‘LLjLU//}:&%U‘{'”&LWQ&)//)IL/%d’rd;uf’.l
threats from insurgents such as the Taliban and Jﬁwfﬂlfwﬁf;b'ﬁ%ﬁ;uwfu:U}WdM/

al-Qaida, as well as to encourage greater economic
opportunity and hope among their people. Ent S/ Pt Db AL e 2 LG
“Along the border where insurgents often move ,?L;Ku’lufJf&;fjcizuﬁﬁ/ﬂjlﬁj’%f;}i—lﬂft‘

freely, we must work together with a renewed

sense of partnership to share intelligence, and to u'J}iéJw?nt/w»(dkwuf"dm%Lw-Jf/
coordinate our efforts to isolate, target and take ) ' .. "
out our common enemy. But we must also meet -Kﬁt/tf;r'/g{.éi—/’ﬁd'fé'

the threat of extremism with a positive program of To e L - e . -
growth and opportunity,” President Obama said. /!'é—fd/a:ft‘g.,JJ/Q,CA:(JJULJWIL‘Q_M@;I/M

16 Khabr-o-Nazar



President Barack
Obama, followed by
Afghan President

Hamid Karzai, right,

and Pakistani President |

Asif Ali Zardari,
center, arrives to make
statements , White
House, May 6, 2009

Obama said Afghanistan’s economy needs assistance in
order to grow, while also developing alternatives to the
narcotics trade. “We must support free and open national
elections later this fall, while helping to protect the hard-
earned rights of all Afghans. And we must support the
capacity of local governments and stand up to corruption
that blocks progress.”

Similarly, he called for “lasting support” for Pakistan’s
democratic institutions and assistance to Zardari’s
government as it confronts insurgents that Obama
described as “the single greatest threat to the Pakistani
state.” The president said he has also asked the U.S.
Congress for “sustained funding” to help Pakistan’s
infrastructure, such as building schools, roads and
hospitals.

“I want the Pakistani people to understand that America
is not simply against terrorism — we are on the side of
their hopes and their aspirations because we know that
the future of Pakistan must be determined by the talent,
innovation and intelligence of its people,” he said.

Obama said there is already evidence of a future “filled

with violence and despair ... without opportunity or

£

(AP Photo/Ron Edmonds)

hope” if al-Qaida and its allies prevail. “That’s not what
the people of Pakistan and Afghanistan want, and it’s not
what they deserve,” he said. The United States has also
learned that “our security is shared,” especially after the
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on New York and
Washington.

The president warned of continued violence and
setbacks, but said the United States has made a “lasting
commitment” not only to defeat al-Qaida, but also
to support Afghanistan and Pakistan’s democratically
elected governments.
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“No matter what happens, we will not be deterred. The
aspirations of all our people — for security, for opportunity and
for justice — are far more powerful than any enemy,” he said.

HIGH-LEVEL DELEGATIONS MEET AT THE
STATE DEPARTMENT

President Obama’s meetings with the two leaders followed an
earlier high-level delegation meeting at the State Department
chaired by Secretary of State
Hillary  Rodham  Clinton.
That included U.S.
diplomatic, military, intelligence
and economic officials and
Agriculture  Secretary  Tom
Vilsack, who spoke with
his Afghan and Pakistani
counterparts on agricultural
assistance, water rights, anti-
erosion measures and alternative
crops.

“I

meeting

thought it was a very
significant meeting, in some

\
_ ways a breakthrough meeting. \

The high-level participation
from our government was very
important, and the high-level
participation from each of the
delegations. A number of the
comparable ministers had never
met each other,” Clinton told
reporters at the White House.
Earlier at the delegation
meeting, the secretary said the United States “deeply, deeply
regret[s]” the loss of civilian life in Afghanistan in a May S
incident that press reports have described as an airstrike that
occurred in the western region of the country.

5

(_."\P Photo/Gerald Herbert)

“We don't know all of the circumstances or causes, and there will
be a joint investigation by your government and ours,” Clinton
said. “But ... any loss of innocent life is particularly painful.
And I want to convey to the people of both Afghanistan and
Pakistan that we will work very hard with your governments and
with your leaders to avoid the loss of innocent civilian life.”
During the delegation meeting, Pakistani Foreign Minister
Shah Mehmood Qureshi and his Afghan counterpart, Rangin
Dadfar Spanta, signed a memorandum of understanding that
commits their countries to achieving a trade transit agreement
by the end of 2009. Speaking at the State Department, Clinton
described the agreement as an “important milestone.” It has
been under discussion since 1965, and once ratified, it will
remove obstacles to the movement of goods and people across
their border.

i

“Nothing opens up an area to economic development better than
a good road with good transit rules and an ability to transport
goods and people effectively,” she said. “It will also help us bring
more foreign direct investment into both countries, because
that’s always the first question: How do we get our goods to
market? How do we get them to another economy in another
country?”
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Secretary of State Hillary

Clinton announces humanitarian T_: ‘J’E%"Cf’{f)r‘e/k/h
aid to Pakistan during a2 news ; . g G B
conference in the \Nhit% House THE WHITE HOUSE 5 U'/))LUJ/JKJJ..V_CL{"U;)
in Washington, May 19, 2009. ¥ WASHUNGIVAY < -Uf(ﬁ/fuw’ﬁ'i'défiédwk ’

U.S. Provides $110 Million in
Emergency Aid to Pakistan
SL Lo
3 e e b (58 gl ekt 110

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.
Staff Writer

Washington — The United States is providing $110 million L u;:;i_.ulf’lbft"apguuldé? J/ISU:H 105@("/([, ,J:/l-u:éb
in emergency humanitarian assistance to help Pakistan deal j

with a worsening crisis caused by a conflict between Pakistani <+’ Ju)wic"_p‘{t)/bfvguf-ffc)\?@ & Jd'}'JG”J& Al
forces and a Taliban insurgency that has forced approximately LSS E L et }‘.’.7/L_/‘7 U Il Uéﬂ’ /-:3‘
2 million people to flee their homes. ) : ¥ e ) -

“Providing this assistance is not only the right thing to do, but LU Ll Jimdhinige dkﬁq;‘dnu‘”‘/gﬂ)uw
we believe it is essential to global security and the security of the %‘ﬁf}ﬁ:”d’dzi{' ﬁ‘ffJffuguﬁfJa¢leufb’

United States, and we are prepared to do more as the situation
demands,” Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said. )I,T(Uf’l cy‘;gl/bé ul"/@d‘nftful_t,:ﬁ@'adk&\!@};b‘gfli_uvw
Clinton said many of those Pakistanis displaced by the _é_)/(/,/‘;g O ey §oh Ut w/”J?(Jf8O)/"OK130L/—Jc.

continuing conflict have found refuge with family members, in

schools or mosques, or through the generosity of relatives. VL 8)'5{ &6 ﬂf{;_(df60)/‘-f)/ 1 OOc;;Ll’(U/'% b C:’d(‘/’l
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‘I'm confident that Pakistan’s
institutions and citizens will
succeed in confronting this
humanitarian challenge.”

z_.;l;la_/.ut'«’/g f.g_u:w-éf:”
= "A'JL.%J}?)"‘"};Z:UW/& 2!
w8 L,'ﬁb:a,cff:_,dyg

“I'm confident that Pakistan’s institutions and citizens
will succeed in confronting this humanitarian challenge
if the international community steps up and provides
the support that is needed,” she said at a special May
19 White House press briefing.

An effort to halt civil strife generated by a growing
Taliban militancy ended in April when the Taliban
said they would not abide by a peace pact offered in
mid-February and launched attacks in the Swat Valley,
about 130 kilometers (80 miles) northwest of the
Pakistani capital, Islamabad. The Pakistani military
first fought to recover sections of the Buner Valley less
than 100 kilometers (60 miles) northwest of Islamabad
in an offensive that began in April before sweeping
into the Swat Valley.

The State Department is providing $100 million in
assistance and the Defense Department is providing
another $10 million, Clinton said. The assistance comes
in addition to $60 million that has been provided since
August 2008 to help Pakistanis who have been affected
by the conflicts, and in addition to other funding for
Pakistan that the Obama administration has requested
from the U.S. Congress, the secretary said.

A US. disaster assistance response team, known as a
DART, and U.S. Embassy staff are in the conflict region
working with Pakistani authorities in evaluating needs
for shelter, food, health, water and sanitation services,
Clinton said. The U.S. Air Force is readying cargo
flights into Pakistan to deliver critical food, water and
temporary shelters, the Pentagon said.

Clinton said the U.S. Agency for International
Development’s Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance

has delivered 30,000 family relief kits, 5,000 tents, FM
radios, and generators to provide both light and water.
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White House Spokesman Robert Gibbs, right, with Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton, announces humanitarian aid to Pakistan during
a news conference in the White House in Washington, May 19, 2009.
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“At the request of the government of Pakistan’s special
support group, the U.S. military is providing water
trucks, halal MREs [meals ready to eat], and large tents
with environment units for hot weather,” the secretary
said.

The relief announcement came after the U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugees, Anténio Guterres, visited
the quickly swelling refugee camps and immediately
called for emergency international support.

One of the approaches guiding this relief effort, Clinton

said, is that it should be more than just the delivery of

relief supplies. “It should also be an investment in the
people and the economy of Pakistan. So a significant
portion of our pledged food aid will go to buy Pakistani
grain in local markets, taking advantage of the country’s
bumper crop of wheat.”

"The United States is also coordinating relief efforts with
the United Nations and the International Committee
of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Society.
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The State Department is
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The $100 million is being allocated for the following
activities:

* $20 million from the Office of Foreign Disaster
Assistance for family relief kits, tents, FM radios and
generators.

* $26 million for the immediate purchase of wheat,
other food and related items from local sources.

* $17 million from Food for Progress for 50,000 tons
of wheat.

* $10 million to respond to the forthcoming appeals by
the United Nations for support.

* $15 million for shipments of food items such as lentils,
dried peas and other basic foodstufs.

* $12 million for an emergency response center for
direct humanitarian needs.

* $10 million from the Defense Department to be
used for water trucks, halal food, and large tents with
environmental units, such as air conditioning, for hot
weather.

Since 2002, the United States has provided more than
$3.4 billion to alleviate suffering and promote economic

growth, education, health and good governance in
Pakistan, Clinton said.

“As long as this crisis persists, our assistance will
continue,” Clinton said. “We face a common threat, a
common challenge, and now a common task.”

Pakistani Prime Minister Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani
recently appointed Brigadier General Nadeem Ahmad
to lead the Pakistani relief effort, the White House
said in a fact sheet. The general’s appointment has been
widely praised because of his efforts following the 2005
earthquake in Kashmir.
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Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announces
humanitarian aid to Pakistan during a news
conference in the White House in Washington,
May 19, 2009.

(AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais)
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'The Origins of Flag Day

'The early history of the U.S. flag and Flag Day is a matter
of debate. Both President Wilson, in 1916, and President
Coolidge, in 1927, issued proclamations asking for June
14 to be observed as the National Flag Day. But it wasnt
until August 3, 1949, that Congress approved the national
observance, and President Harry Truman signed it into law.

“That the flag of the United States shall be of thirteen stripes
of alternate red and white, with a union of thirteen stars of
white in a blue field, representing the new constellation.”

‘This was the resolution adopted by the Continental Congress
on June 14, 1777. The resolution was made following the
report of a special committee which had been assigned to
suggest the flag’s design.

A flag of this design was first carried into battle on September
11, 1777, in the Battle of the Brandywine. The American
flag was first saluted by foreign naval vessels on February 14,
1778, when the Ranger, bearing the Stars and Stripes and
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under the command of Captain Paul Jones, arrived in a French port.

Tradition dictates that the first flag of this design was made by Mrs. John
Ross, better known as Betsy Ross, of Philadelphia. Although the original
design called for six-point stars, when the final product appeared, the
stars were five pointed. It is unclear whether the idea of the five-point
stars came from Betsy Ross, who was said to have found this pattern
easier to sew, or General George Washington, who preferred the five-
point stars as more dignified.

Observance of the adoption of the flag was not soon in coming, however.
Although there are many
claims to the first official
observance of Flag Day,
all took place more than
an entire century after the
flag’s adoption in 1777.
The most recognized claim
comes from New York. On
June 14, 1889, Professor
George Bolch, principal
of a free kindergarten for
the poor of New York
City, had his school hold
patriotic ceremonies to
observe the anniversary of
N the Flag Day resolution.
| This initiative attracted
| attention from the State
Department of Education,
which arranged to have the
day observed in all public
schools thereafter.

Soon the state legislature
passed a law making it the
responsibility of the state
superintendent of public
schools to ensure that
" schools hold observances
~ for Lincoln’s Birthday,
Wiashington’s  Birthday,
Memorial Day and Flag

- " Day.In 1897, the governor
of New York ordered the displaying of the flag over all public buildings
in the state, an observance considered by some to be the first official
recognition of the anniversary of the adoption of the flag outside of
schools.

Another claim comes from Philadelphia. In 1893, the Society of Colonial
Dames succeeded in getting a resolution passed to have the flag displayed
on all of the city’s public buildings. Elizabeth Duane Gillespie, a direct
descendant of Benjamin Franklin and the president of the Colonial
Dames of Pennsylvania, that same year tried to get the city to call June
14 Flag Day. Resolutions by women were not granted much notice,
however, and it was not until May 7, 1937, that Pennsylvania became
the first state to establish the June 14 Flag Day as a legal holiday.

Bernard J. Cigrand, a school teacher in Waubeka, Wisconsin, reportedly
spent years trying to get Congress to declare June 14 as a national holiday.
Although his attempts failed, the day was widely observed. “Father of
Flag Day” honors have been given to William T. Kerr, who was credited
with founding the American Flag Day Association in 1888 while still a
schoolboy in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
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U.S. Consulate Hosts Launch of the

Lahore Chapter of
the Electrochemical Society

Gathered at the U.S. Consulate Lahore, students shared their
experiences and vision for the furure as Public Affairs Officer
Traci Mell officially launched the Lahore Chapter of the
Electrochemical Society (ECS), lauding their initiative and

drive.

“With the launch of the Lahore Chapter, you're joining a
vibrant community of over 8000 scientists and engineers in
over 70 countries striving for a common goal — bridging the
gap between academia, research and engineering,” remarked
the U.S. diplomat as she greeted students and faculty from the
Chemistry Department of the University of Engineering and
Technology.
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Briefing the audience about ECS, faculty member Shahid Igbal
said that it was founded in 1902 in America as an international
non-profit, educational organization. The Lahore Student
Chapter is the first one in South Asia, and is among 19 such
chapters in America and Europe.

The launch of the Lahore Chapter “marks an exciting moment
for all of us as it adds yet another dimension to cooperation
between our two countries” highlighted PAO Mell.

“My visit to the U.S. is a wonderful memory now. I met some
lovely people there ~ people who were interesting, intelligent
and worthy of admiration and respect” remarked Shamaila
Sadaf as she and two fellow students reminisced about
participation in the 211th Electrochemical Society Meeting
in Chicago.

The ECS chapters give students an opportunity to understand
electrochemical and solid-state sciences, have a venue to meet
fellow students, and receive recognition for their scholarly
activities and community services. In the long run, students
aim to implement their research work to the industry.

The single most important resource in any country, including
Pakistan, is its students, emphasized PAO Mell in her remarks.
“Supporting education in Pakistan is a high priority for the
U.S. government.”

Acknowledging the hard work and long hours it involved to
create the Lahore Chapter, the U.S. diplomat urged students
to thank their “professors and mentors for their guidance in
this initiative.” :

During discussion later office-bearers of the ECS Lahore
Chapter encouraged students enrolled in science and
engineering programs to join the group. Students also expressed
keen interest in the material and resources displayed by the
America Information Resource Center.
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‘“Lahore

My City”

Earth Day Posters Depict Lahore and its Environment

Who would win the top five prizes, students thought excitedly as they
thronged the Lahore City Heritage Museum, looking at the many
posters submitted for the Earth Day Poster Competition and taking

pictures of each other next to their artwork. The students — with
assistance from their art teachers and parents — had worked extremely
hard on the posters, which depicted Lahore’s historical and cultural
landmarks.

The hall resounded with applause as U.S. Consulate Principal
Officer Bryan Hunt inaugurated the exhibit and then announced the
winners.

“It is fitting to open this exhibition on Earth Day, for the posters not
only highlight the lovely and historic city of Lahore,” Mr. Hunt said.
“They also show the importance of protecting the environment to
ensure that these sites and landmarks are around for future generations
to enjoy.”

In March, the U.S. Consulate invited Lahore-based schoolchildren to
send posters depicting their view of the provingial capital. More than
60 students, ages 12-15, sent in posters done in water colors, oil paint,
pastels and crayons.

A panel headed by renowned artist and Executive Director Punjab Arts
Council Ghulam Mustafa judged the posters. Shields were distributed
to the creators of the top five posters while all participating students
received certificates and a gift of books from the U.S. Consulate.

Mr. Hunt expressed his thanks to Lahore Museum Director Asghar
Nadeem Syed and his staft for “collaborating with the U.S. Consulate
on this exciting project.” The U.S. diplomat remarked that having
spent three years in Lahore, he could say that it is “My City” too.

Posters by the following participants were awarded the top five prizes
respectively: Hijab Zeest, Beaconhouse School Defense Campus;
Fatima Kausar, Convent of Jesus and Mary; Anoop Hafeez, Convent
of Jesus and Mary; Maria Syed, Beaconhouse School Defense
Campus; and Osama Mustafa, Government Central Model School
Samanabad.

Chatting animatedly over tea later on, students said that they planned
to bring their families over to the City Museum to come and look at
their artwork.
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Professional Developmeht Opportunity in the Unit'ed States 2009-2010
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Hubert H. Humphrey
Fellowship Competition
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J| Program Summary

The United States Education Foundation in Pakistan, a bi-national
commission, invites applications for the Hubert H. Humphrey
Program. This non-degree program is designed for mid-career
professionals and lasts between 10-12 months of graduate-level
non-degree academic coursework and an opportunity to work in the
U.S. in a field related to their specialization. Humphrey fellows are
-expected to share their Pakistani experiences with colleagues and
friends in the United States and vice versa once they return home.

Application for Administration of Science and Technology
Education are given priority.

| Grant Benefits

'The grant funds tuition, airfare, a living stipend and health insurance.
USEFP will assist Humphrey fellows with the visa process.

| Eligibility

Successful applicants must be committed to serving Pakistan.
They must be Pakistani citizens with a minimum of five years of
progressively responsible professional/work experience, coupled with
a Master’s degree and a guarantee of re-employment upon return to
Pakistan. Applicants must possess a high level of fluency in spoken
and written English, with an IBT TOEFL score of 90 or higher.
TOEFL must be taken prior to application submission.

Successful candidates should be poised to assume leadership
positions in their field.

28 | Khabr-o-Nazar
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| Who is ineligible?

University teachers or researchers with no management experience
or similar responsibilities, those who attended graduate school in the
U.S. in the last seven years or who have had long-term

U.S. experience within the last five years. Also ineligible are persons
with a dual U.S./Pakistan :

nationality or who have a spouse, fiancé, parent or child over the age
of 18 who is a U.S. citizen

or permanent resident. Employees of the Fulbright organization or
the U.S. Department of State are also ineligible.

Applications are invited in the following fields:

* Agricultural Development/Agricultural Economics

» Communications/Journalism

* Substance Abuse Education /Treatment and Prevention

* Economic Development

* Educational Administration, Planning Policy

* Finance and Banking

+ HIV / AIDS Policy and Prevention

* Human Resource Management

* Law and Human Rights

* Natural Resources, Environmental Policy and Climate Change
* Public Health Policy and Management

* Public Policy Analysis and Public Administration

+ Technology Policy and Management

* Prevention of Trafficking Persons and Policy

* Urban and Regional Planning

+ Teaching of English as a Foreign Language (Teacher Training or

Curriculum Development)

Allapplication materials (original and one copy),including references,
must be received by USEFP by 4:30 p.m. on June 15, 2009.
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Program Summary

The United States Education Foundation in Pakistan
invites applications for the Fulbright Scholar
Program. The program seeks to improve mutual
understanding between the people of the United
States and the people of Pakistan through academic
and cultural exchange. This program funds up to 10
months of lectureship, post-doctorial research, or a
combination of the two at a

U.S. college or university. Persons selected are
expected to share information about Pakistani
literature and culture with their students, colleagues
and community groups in the U.S. On returning to
Pakistan, Fulbright scholars are expected to make
a significant contribution to Pakistan’s development
and to share their U.S. experiences with students,
colleagues

and community groups in Pakistan.

Grant Benefits

The grant funds airfare, an incidental research
allowance, a living stipend and health insurance. The
program also funds one accompanying dependent.
USEFP will assist with the visa application process.

Eligibility
Scholars, professionals and artists from all disciplines

are welcome to apply, with the exception of clinical
medicine. Every applicant must either hold a

TScholar Program
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Fulbright (AP Photo)
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Ph.D. or the terminal degree in his/her field, or be
a distinguished leader in his/her field. Successful
applicants must be committed to serving Pakistan
in the Public, NGO, or Private sector. Candidates
must have work experience in teaching, research, or
the public sector in Pakistan. Successful candidates
will have an excellent command over written and
spoken English. They will have a clear and well-
formulated proposal about what they would like
to accomplish in the U.S. and how it relates to
their work in Pakistan. The proposal is the single
most important portion of the application. People
applying for lectureship must have a demonstrated
ability to teach in a university setting.

Persons who have completed their Ph.D. within
the last two years or who have been to the U.S.
for research or other longer-term educational
opportunities within the last five years are ineligible.
Also ineligible are persons with a dual U.S./Pakistan
nationality or who have a spouse, fiancé, parent or
child over 18 years of age who is a U.S. citizen or
permanent resident. Employees of the Fulbright
organization or the U.S. Department of State are
ineligible.

All application materials (original and one copy),
including references, must be received by USEFP
by 4:30 p.m. on June 22, 2009.
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Admission to Union: January 2, 1788 (4th State)
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The Georgia Colony was founded by James
Oglethorpe on behalf of a private group of
English trustees and was named for King George
II of England. Georgia’s barrier islands not only
sheltered the fledgling colony, they provided a
bulwark on the Spanish Main for English forts
to oppose Spanish Florida and helped end the
centuries-old struggle for domination among
Spanish, French, and English along the South
Atlantic Coast.

Georgia, beloved for its antebellum gentility and
then devastated by General William Tecumseh

Atlanta
LGl

(AP Photo)

Sherman’s march to the sea, is now a vibrant, busy
state typifying the economic growth of the New
South. Founded with philanthropic and military
aims, the only colony where rum and slavery were
forbidden, the state nevertheless had the dubious
honor of accepting the last shipment of slaves to
this country. It boasts Savannah, one of the oldest
planned cities in the US, and Atlanta, one of the
newest of the South’s great cities, rebuilt atop Civil

| War ashes.

Capital: Atlanta

Population: Approximately 9,685,744 (2008 est.) (L Enistl2008) 9,685,744 7 olT

State Flag (eybearl State Seal

State Bird: s MZ&V&J State Flower: ‘J’g b (%
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Georgia is bordered on the south by Florida; on
the east by the Atlantic Ocean and South Carolina;
on the west by Alabama and by Florida in the
extreme southwest; and on the north by Tennessee
and North Carolina. The northern part of the state
is in the Blue Ridge Mountains, a mountain range
in the vast mountain system of the Appalachians.
The State ranks 24th in state size (per square mile).
Its population has grown 60.5% (2,885,725since
2000, making it one of the fastest-growing states
in the country and 9th most populous state in the
United States.

Attractions

Georgia boasts many wonders, from its Blue Ridge
vacation lands in the north—where Brasstown
Bald Mountain rises 4,784 feet—to the deep
“trembling earth” of the ancient and mysterious
Okefenokee Swamp bordering Florida. Stone
Mountain, a giant hunk of rock that rises from the
plain near Atlanta, is the world’s largest granite
exposure. The coastal Golden Isles, set off by the
mysterious Marshes of Glynn, support
moss-festooned oaks that grow down
to the white sand beaches. Visitors still
pan for gold in the country’s oldest
gold mining town, Dahlonega, and
find semiprecious stones in the Blue
Ridge.

' Historical attractions are everywhere,
trom the world’s largest brick fort near
Savannah to the late President Franklin
| D.Roosevelt’s “Little White House” at
Warm Springs. There is the infamous
Confederate prison at Andersonville
and the still-lavish splendor of the
cottage colony of 60 millionaires of
the Jekyll Island Club, now a state-
owned resort. The battlefield marking
Sherman’s campaign before Atlanta
and the giant ceremonial mounds
of indigenous Native Americans are
equally important national shrines.

Atlanta

Savannah
1 g When Atlanta was just 27 years old, 90 percent
of its houses and buildings were razed by Union
armies after a 117-day siege. Rebuilt by railroads
in the 20th century, the city gives an overall

impression of modernism.

Metropolitan Atlanta’s population of 2.8 million is
as devoted to cultural activities (such as its famed
Alliance Theatre) as it is to its many golf courses
and its major sports teams. Today Peachtree Street
| considers itself the South’s main street and is more
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Fifth Avenue than Scarlett O’'Hara’s beloved lane.
Skyscrapers, museums, luxury shops, and hotels
rub shoulders along this concourse where Coca-
Cola was first served; there are few peach blossoms
left. The Coca-Cola Company made Atlanta its
headquarters in 1884 and an impressive “World
of Coca-Cola” museum that highlights the history
of the company.

There are 29 colleges and universities in Atlanta.
Georgia Institute of Technology, is one of the
nation’s top technological institutes. Other
schools include Georgia State, Emory, and
Oglethorpe  universities. Atlanta  University
Center is an affiliation of six institutions of
higher learning: Morehouse, Spelman and Morris
Brown Colleges, Clark Atlanta University, and the
Interdenominational Theological Center.

Savannah

Savannah has a wealth of history and architecture
that few American cities can match. Even fewer
have managed to preserve the same air of colonial
grace and charm. The city’s many rich, green
parks are blooming legacies of the brilliance of its
tounder, General James E. Oglethorpe, who landed
at Yamacraw Bluff with 120 settlers on February
12,1733. His plan for the colony was to make the
“inner city” spacious, beautiful, and all that a city
should be. Bull Street, named for Colonel William
Bull, one of Oglethorpe’s aides, stretches south
from the high bluffs overlooking the Savannah
River and is punctuated by five handsome squares
and Forsyth Park.

Today more than 1,400 historically and
architecturally significant buildings have been
restored in Savannah’s historic district, making it
one of the largest urban historic landmark districts
in the country. Another area, the Victorian district
south of the historic district, offers some of the best
examples of post-Civil War Victorian architecture
in the country. The city that launched the Girl
Scouts of America also plays host to modern Girl

Scouts who visit the shrine of founder Juliette
Gordon Low.

Augusta

Augusta was the second town marked off for
settlement by General James E. Oglethorpe. Today
it is as famed for golf as for its red Georgia clay
bricks. The city has been a military outpost and
upriver trading town, the leading 18th-century
tobacco center, a river shipping point for cotton,
the powder works

The Civil War played havoc with many of the

wealthy families: who had contributed to the
Confederate cause. To help revive their depleted
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bank accounts, some Summerville residents opened their houses
to paying guests. Attracted by Augusta’s mild winter climate,
northern visitors began an annual migration in increasing
numbers, and by the turn of the 20th century, Augusta had
become a popular winter resort. Many wealthy northerners
built winter residences here in the 1920s. Golf courses and
country clubs added to the lure. The Masters Tournament
attracts the interest of golfers worldwide.

Augusta’s many firsts include the state’s first medical academy
(chartered 1828); the first and oldest newspaper in the South
to be published continuously, the Augusta Chronicle (1785);
the first steamboat to be launched in southern waters (1790),
invented and built by William Longstreet; and the experimental
site for one of Eli Whitney’s early cotton gins.

Augusta lies at the head of navigation on the Savannah River.
Its importance as a cotton market, and a producer of cotton
textiles, kaolin tiles, and brick has been enhanced by diversified
manufacturing, processing of cottonseed, farm products, and
tertilizers. Fort Gordon, an army base southwest of the city,
also contributes to the area’s economy. With the Medical
College of Georgia, Augusta is a leading medical center in the

Southeast.

Jekyll Island

RLEPQYEETN

Jekyll Island
Connected to the mainland

by a land bridge Jekyll Island,
the smallest of Georgia’s
coastal islands with 5,600
acres of highlands and
10,000 acres of marshland,
was favored by Native
Americans for hunting and
fishing. Spanish missionaries
arrived in the late 16th and
early 17th centuries and
established a mission. In 1734, during an expedition southward,
General James Oglethorpe passed by the island and named it
for his friend and financial supporter, Sir Joseph Jekyll. Later,
William Horton, one of Oglethorpe’s officers, established a
plantation on the island.

(AP Photo)

Horton’s land grant passed to several owners before the island
was sold to Christophe du Bignon, a Frenchman who was
escaping the French Revolution. It remained in the du Bignon
family as a plantation for almost a century. In 1858, the slave
ship Wanderer arrived at the island and unloaded the last major
cargo of slaves ever to land in the US. In 1886, John Eugene
du Bignon sold the island to a group of wealthy businessmen
from the northeast, who formed the Jekyll Island Club.

Club members who wintered at Jekyll in exclusive privacy from
early January to early April included J. P. Morgan, William
Rockefeller, Edwin Gould, Joseph Pulitzer, and R. T. Crane,
Jr. Some built fabulous “cottages,” many of which are still
standing. But by World War 11, the club had been abandoned
for economic and social reasons, and in 1947, the island was
sold to the state. The Jekyll Island Authority was created to
conserve beaches and manage the island while maintaining it
as a year-round resort.
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‘““Highlighting books found
in the IRC’s and Lincoln
Corners around Pakistan”

Book title: ~ All in Sync: How Music and
Art Are Revitalizing American Religion

Author: Robert Wuthnow

Publishing: University of California Press
(2003), Edition: 1, Hardcover, 300 pages.

Description: American religion should have
suffered a significant decline in the last third
of the 20th century, according to prolific
Princeton Robert Wuthnow.
Recent social changes - a rising divorce rate,
the loss of “social capital,” the increasing
secularization of culture etc. - would suggest
a dip in religious vitality. Yet the last few
decades have seen no appreciable decline
in organized religion. Wuthnow finds at
least part of the answer to this puzzle in the
close relationship between religion and the
arts. Many religious communities have been
revitalized by increased artistic engagement. Art speaks to the experience
of the transcendent, and it offers avenues for personal reflection on the
deep questions of life. Artistic endeavors are not, argues Wuthnow,
incompatible with active church involvement and serious devotion to
Christian practices. In fact, his studies show that “those with greater
exposure to artistic activities are more likely than those with less exposure
to be seriously committed to spiritual growth.” Wuthnow’s work breaks
entirely new ground, making use of a recent national survey and more
than 400 in-depth interviews. As always, he is clear, cogent and thorough.
His writing doesn't snap off the page, but Wuthnow has the sense to
give us the big picture, and then let his interviewees speak at length and
sometimes beautifully about their spiritual experiences.

sociologist

Location;: Lincoln Corner Islamabad at the International Islamic

University

Lincoln Corner Islamabad is located in the Central Library of the
International Islamic University, Islamabad. Lincoln Corner Islamabad is
a partnership between the Public Affairs section of the U.S. Embassy and
the International Islamic University. They provide access to current and
reliable information about the United States via book collections, current
magazines, the Internet, multimedia resources, and local programming
to the general public. The multimedia resources, book, and periodical
collections are open and accessible to the public.

International Islamic University
Sector H-10, Campus Islamabad
Phone: 051-9257996

Email: Icislamabad@gmail.com
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at a time

Helping the People of Pakistan one community at a time

Rural Pakistanis Expand Knowledge about Maternal
and Newborn Health
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Ahmed Khan is the pesh imam (prayer leader) of a mosque in a small
village in Muzaffarabad District, located in remote northern Pakistan.
As a prominent local leader, he was invited to attend a session sponsored
by USAID’s Pakistan Initiative for Mothers and Newborns (PAIMAN)
to learn about critical maternal and newborn health issues. Before
attending the meeting, Ahmed Khan knew little about the many health

issues facing pregnant women and newborns in rural Pakistan.

The health statistics in Pakistan are among the worst in the world: an
estimated 276 Pakistani women die for every 100,000 live births, and
more than 65 percent of women in Pakistan deliver their babies at home
with only eight percent of these home births under supervision of a
trained attendant. Deaths among newborns, infants, and children have
not decreased in the past 10 years. Moreover, these tragic deaths often
occur behind a curtain of silence, with little knowledge by communities,
especially in rural areas, about how simple steps can save lives.

The PAIMAN project conducts awareness-building meetings, like
the one Ahmed Khan attended, to inform community leaders and
others about health issues for pregnant women and infants; to provide
information on danger signs for women in labor; and to encourage
commupities to develop strategies for getting women to hospitals,
should higher levels of care be needed.

The discussion at the PAIMAN session sparked Ahmed Khan's interest
and concern, and compelled him to use his influence position as pesh
imam to make a difference in his own community. After PAIMAN’s
awareness-building meeting near his village, Ahmed Khan said, “The
information from PAIMAN was a great help in convincing people to
bring expectant mothers to the health facility for antenatal care, as well
as getting tetanus shots. I hope this will help save many lives in my
community.”

Abmed Khan asked a local mobilization officer with the PAIMAN
program to provide him with written information in the local Sindhi
language so he could explain to villagers the maternal and newborn
health issues he had learned. On Fridays, when his congregants gather
for prayers, Ahmed Khan emphasizes the importance of issues such as the
presence of skilled birth attendants at delivery, exclusive breastfeeding,
tetanus immunization, and antenatal and postnatal checkups during
pregnancy and after delivery. Ahmed Khan'’s authority as the pesh imam
helps get his message across.

In addition to engaging local community leaders — usually men -
PAIMAN also works to train so-called lady health visitors (LHVs).
PAIMAN plans to train 8,500 LHVs in 10 predominantly rural districts.
In rural Pakistan, where tradition may preclude large gatherings of
women for health sessions, these LHVs are a vital conduit of health
information.

'The program is expanding to also ensure that women in rural villages
have access to reliable heath care services and community midwife
professionals. USAID has enrolled 1,225 women from rural villages in
an 18-month midwifery skills-based course. These women will return
to their villages and offer life-saving skills to their communities for years
to come. Following the PAIMAN model, the Government of Pakistan
will train an additional 10,000 community midwives across the country
to begin progress toward safer deliveries and reduced maternal and
newborn deaths.

Over the last year in areas where PAIMAN is working, the hospital
delivery rate has increased from 30 percent to 43 percent. Nationally,
the PAIMAN project reaches 12 million people in 10 districts through
a variety of approaches and media channels, including partnering with
32 nongovernmental organizations at the grassroots level.
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Alumni

Connect

“Highlighting past participants of U.S. Government
sponsored fellowships, exchanges and grants”

al
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Participant’s name:
Sameena Imtiaz
Participant’s profile(biographic sketch):

Sameena Imtiaz is the Executive Director of the Peace Education
And Development (PEAD) Foundation, a social initiative
committed to countering and mitigating the impact of social and
political conflicts. PEAD is a non-profit/non-political training,
advocacy and resource organization focused on advocating peace,
nonviolence, respect of human rights and promoting the cause of
democracy and development.

Ms. Imtiaz holds a Masters Degree from the University of Peshawar
and has authored various publications including teachers training
manuals and a series of books on the environment that is used in
numerous schools in Pakistan and
the region.

Program name:

Human Rights Advocacy and
Awareness

Program date:

November 26 — December 14,
2007

Number of participants (total):
Seven
Countries

represented in  the

program:

Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka, Nepal,
Afghanistan

Places visited by the participant:

Washington, DC; Atlanta, Georgia;

Birmingham, Alabama;
Montgomery, Alabama; Santa Fe, New Mexico; New York City,
New York

What part of the program did you enjoy the most (and why)?

Visiting Atlanta was professionally very profound and enriching.
The Martin Luther King Jr. National Historic Site helped me
understand the history of the civil rights movement in the South
and how it impacted American life. It reinforced the idea that the
civil society can strongly influence the life and culture of a country.
It also had an immense influence on me to reaffirm my commitment
to work for justice, equality and human rights - the ideals for which
the martyrs of the Civil Rights Movement died.

Following my dream and taking inspiration from Dr. King’s
movement, I have initiated several projects in the rural districts of
NWFEFP by engaging youth groups. My mission is to educate and
engage them in the process of social and political “change”; a change
that we all wish to see.
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Ask

the Consul

“Your chance to ask the Consul General
at the US Embassy, Islamabad your visa
related questions”

O: My relative has filed a petition for me to immigrate
to the United States. Why do I have to wait several years
until there will be a visa available for me? How can I
[find out how long I have to wait?

A: The reason it takes so long for visas to be available for some
applicants is that the United States has worldwide limits on
the number of immigrants that may be admitted to the U.S.
every year. Because so many people want to immigrate, the

F- " B 1

visas go to the people who have been waiting the longest in
each type of category. When your relative filed a petition, you
were given a “priority date” that marks your place in the queue
of applicants who are waiting for visas.
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Now you are waiting for your petition to become what we call
“current.” Once a petition is current, it means that your petition is at
the head of the queue and you will soon be coming to the Embassy
to apply for your visa. In order to get an idea of when your case
may become current, you can check the State Department’s Visa
Bulletin  (http://travel.state.gov/visa/frvi/bulletin/bulletin_1360.
html). This monthly publication lists the latest possible priority
date that can be processed in a given month in each category. So
for example, if you are waiting for an F3 visa as the married son
of an American citizen, you would check the row for “Family
Third Preference” to see which dates are currently being processed.
When that date gets to be close to your priority date, you know
that your petition is close to being current.

O: Do I have to do anything while I wait ' for my petition
to become current?

A: Generally speaking, you do not have to do anything but wait.
Your case will simply be stored by the National Visa Center (NVC)
until it becomes current. However, if you or your relative change
your address or phone number, you are required to alert NVC of
your new contact information. Otherwise, you may not receive a
notice when your case is current and you may miss your chance to
immigrate. You should also tell the National Visa Center if your
marital status changes or if your relative becomes a U.S. citizen.
These changes help to determine which kind of visa you may
qualify for, and may also affect how long you have to wait for your
petition to become current. You can send these messages to NVC
by writing to NVCINQUIRY@state.gov. You must include your
case number in the subject line of the e-mail, and you should also
include your name and date of birth and your relative’s name and
date of birth. Other contact information for NVC is located online
at: http://travel.state.gov/visa/immigrants/info/info_3177.html

Q: Ihave been waiting for my petition to become current.
1 just got a letter from NVC telling me that my case bas
reached its qualifying date. What does that mean?

A: Congratulations! You have made it to the head of the
queue for your immigrant visa classification. NVC will send
instructions to you and your relative, explaining the documents
that are required for continued processing of your immigration
case. You will be asked to provide important documents related
to your relationship to the relative who filed the petition, such as
your birth certificate or your marriage certificate. You will also
have to provide documentation which will help consular officers
to determine your eligibility to immigrate, such as an Affidavit of
Support and police certificates. Follow the instructions carefully.
‘The sooner you properly complete the instructions, the sooner you
will be scheduled for an interview at the consular section. We look
forward to seeing you!
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Innovation: Rising Star

America’s Top Young Scientist.

(Source:http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.
htm!?videold=1372119415 )

Education: Youth Volunteers

Students and teachers talk about the value and benefit of helping
others in their schools, the local community and around the
world.

(Source:http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.
html?videold=2520623001 )
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