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Editor'scome

Dear Readers:
A Happy and Prosperous New Year.

We start the year at Khabr-o-Nazar by focusing on the
Pakistani American community in the United States
and their enormous contributions to American society
and culture. The formation of the American Pakistan
Foundation is an important and prudent step to harness
the enormous potential of Americans of Pakistani
heritage in fostering a deep people to people relationship
between Pakistan and the United States. The speech by
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton at the inaugural event
clearly reflects the high regard for the Pakistani American
community and the interest of the U.S. government and
people. It is also a call for action to us to move forward
as partners and friends.

Global contributions of women are highlighted in our
story honoring their achievements, as is the establishment
of an Inter agency working group on gender issues at our
Embassy to ensure enhanced gender development. The
story of a Pakistani American TV reporter and anchor
person makes for good reading. We also talk about the
growing influence and reach of social media and its
ability to inform and educate.

The joint U.S. Pakistan Energy delegation returned
after a successful visit to Houston and New York with
several new prospects in the Energy sector. Our joint
efforts in reconstruction work in the Northern areas and
a heartwarming story on women moving up in business
with assistance from USAID exemplify the American
commitment to work at all levels to help the people
of Pakistan. The report from one of our alumni from
Peshawar about her trip to Seattle and our book review
will also no doubt be of interest.

Again thank you for your letters and suggestions.
Richard W. Snelsire

Editor-in-Chief and Press Attache

U.S. Embassy Islamabad

Email: infoisb@state.gov
Website: http//Islamabad.usembassy.gov
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Khabr Chat

Dear Editor-in-chief,

KHABR-O-NAZAR is a very good source of
information on United States as well as its vole in
Pakistan. “Looking for Answers” is really a good
initiative to help readers polish their writing skills
through their views and thoughts. After reading
about W.S. Election Day, it is my hope that the
people of Pakistan will gain a similar level of
maturity when casting theilr votes as Awmerican
people do. Another good story was celebrating id
with children in Lahore by Principal Officer of Us
Consulate. SLVMLLQYLH, USAID supported program
for providing rations to poor fawilies is highly
appreciated. KHABR-O-NAZAR is good and
tnformative but | suggest more and more KHABR.
CHATS (readers’ views) to get wore feedback.

Sagheer Ahwned,
Karachi
t have requested wmpteen times for the delivery of
a copy of KHABR-O-NAZAR but, so far, to no
avatl. t have to borrow it from a friend of mine.
To wme, this magazine is undoubtedly a source
of valuable information owing to its diverse
contents. “Alumni Connect” and “Visit the 50
States” are highly commendable series which
should continue because they give us a peep nto
Awnerican society.

Muhanumad Azam,
Hafizabad

(we are sorry. Your copy will be mailed to You
every month.-Editor)

The November issue of KHABR-O-NAZAR was
very interesting. Please continue publishing
“Ask the Consul” because it conveys Lmportant
information about the visa process. “The History
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of Voting in U.S.” imparted valuaole Rnowledoe to
the veaders albout the movement for democratic rights
of the American people. tf possible, please include
a special essay on the Life of President Abraham
Lincoln in the wupcoming issue of KHABR-O-
NAZAR.

Muhammad Awmjad Ansari,
Fatsalabad

{ have the pleasure of my) first encounter with
KHABR-O-NAZ AR when | received (ks November
2009 lssue. It would not be an exaggeration to say
that | found the magazine very informative. The
essay “Right of Voting” provided more information
to the veaders than any book ow this toplec. Pue to
the publication of its contents in both English and
Urdu languages, KHABR-O-NAZ AR Ls attracting
more and wmore veaders with each passing day.Please
also include articles on the politics, culture and
economy of the United States in the next issues of
this magazine.
Muhammad (Lyas Sharif,
Sarardu

L obtained a copy of KHABR-O-NAZAR {rom
a friend and found it valuable sowrce of rare
tnformation about all walks of the American Life.
Belng a voraclous veader, 1 feel that to read KHABR-
O-NAZAR regularly has become necessary for e
in order to quench wmy thirst for knowledge. | think
that this magazine can play a pivotal role in further
strengthening bilateral velations between the United
States and Pakristan. | request you to send me a
complimentary copy of KHABR-O-NAZAR every
month.

Abdullah shu.J'a Sindht,
Larkana
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Winning Article

IS itacceptahle to not

By Aleezay Khaliq

According to Abraham Lincoln democracy is
‘government of the people, by the people, and
for the people’. Therefore the basic requirement
for democracy seems to be that, people decide
who they want as their leader. This can be
achieved, only through the mechanism of
voting. Therefore voting is pivotal to democracy
and plays an important role in the future of a
nation.

This gives rise to another problem, which
democracy often fall prey to. If there are
no suitable candidates in an election, is it
acceptable to not exercise your right to vote at
all? People don’t take voting seriously most of
the time because they feel that there is not a
single worthy candidate. I feel that this is an
attitude we need to change as a nation. If there
is no suitable candidate then one should opt
for the lesser evil. In other words one should
opt for the candidate who is better than the
rest of the candidates or is the most suitable
one from the given options. If everyone
decides not to vote at all, that might lead to
a situation where, a candidate may come into
power who is the worst of the bunch. At that
point one realizes the importance of voting.
Hence every individual in society should feel
the responsibility that the citizenship of a
country puts upon their shoulders and should
play their role in strengthening democracy and
in shaping a better future for themselves and
for generations to come by casting their vote.
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Winning Article
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By Asma Masood :

M i:‘ L
Islamabad i

People, who believe that the future of a country is its young
people, have begun a number of initiatives worldwide to
convince more young people to exercise their democratic right
to vote whether the candidate is eligible or not. Supporters
of democracy in many countries are concerned that young
people feel little attraction for politics and the electoral
process. Simply throwing away a hard won right would
be a cause for sadness. It becomes more serious when one
considers how democracies work. Political leaders will still
assume office regardless of how many, or few people actually
cast their votes. A candidate could, in theory, persuade
a relatively small number of people to vote for him. If the
candidate persuaded those people by stirring up hatred, and
then the small number of hate-filled voters could become
a very powerful force in the country. We are extremely
proud and thankful to Abraham Lincoln for democracy;
even weakest democracy is acceptable instead of military
dictatorship! There is supremacy of parliament, supremacy of
sovereignty, supremacy of constitution in our country. Here
I would like to quote a few lines from Martin Luther King’s
famous speech “I have a dream” I have a dream that one day
this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its
creed: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal.”This is the best boost up for our nation.’The
future of democracy is indeed in the hands of new generation
voters, they must, however, realize that they have a duty to
exercise their rights if they do, then the long struggle for the
right to vote will have succeeded. Today’s young people need
to protect their democratic rights by voting if they do not
want a return to the horrors of the mid-20th century.
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American Pakistan Foundation Launched

We come as a partner
not a patron:

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
i 15 i il LSy S sl
) il Lkt )2 ot | gt
(S ekt 34 36 © (el ke g el

s 1
AP Photo)
.

The American Pakistan , , IR MOI 3 ul?r’/& d’-(/l

Foundation was launched

on December 11, 2009 in
New York City as a call
to action for the Pakistani
American community and
friends of Pakistan in the
US to make a significant
impact on the social and
economic development
necessary for securing a

stable and prosperous future

Jor the peaple of Pakistan.

At the packed Inaugural AMERICAN PAKISTAN FOUNDATION

Benefit U.S. Secretary of
State  Hillary ~ Rodham
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Clinton was featured as the keynote speaker along with Honorary Uil " . 7~ - 5
Hend L An Sz LB SUHIL g sd o027 o5 S
Co-Chairs, Moeen Qureshi, Former Prime Minister of Pakistan, e S st U d/u v Sy

and Former Secretary of State General Colin Powell. -L/(( KZI-LCJ/LK.?N
The APF is seeking the engagement and support of Pakistani- //’&6&(&{("5’/6[{,@5{),‘&&7@; uﬁufﬂﬂdzuf«ﬂ%/%’bﬁ'

Americans community who have a wvital role to play in the L. 4 - : . . -
development of Pakistan by helping to improve the social and J’L‘Jj’(’/ brnLL Ly R ‘Jgff‘y’f AL ul/‘/.L‘//“” (e N4
economic wellbeing of the people of Pakistan and promoting greater &
understanding and trust between the two nations.
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Some excerpts from Secretary Clinton’s
keynote address:

“Pakistan is a nation close to my heart. As First Lady,
senator, Secretary of State,l have made five visits to Pakistan.
I have a number of my close staff who have Pakistani
heritage. I was honored as senator of this great state to
represent the largest community of Pakistani Americans
in the United States. And I have learned firsthand what a
special country Pakistan is — a place rich with history and
culture, blessed with natural beauty, and home to people
of unforgettable warmth and strength. I have seen the
contributions that Pakistani Americans have made to the
United States in every field — as scholars and scientists,
as entrepreneurs and business leaders, as artists, public
servants and private citizens. I have been deeply moved
by the strength of the Pakistani American community’s
commitment to Pakistan, and how generous and creative
you have been in finding ways to give back, whether by
mobilizing local NGOs to respond to humanitarian crises
or sending aid in the aftermath of natural disasters or
calling on the Congress and the State Department to send
more.

“As senator first, and now as Secretary, I have benefited in
my job from the advice and insights of Pakistani Americans
on how the United States can do a better job of working
with Pakistan across a range of issues, from fighting
extremists to strengthening regional stability to meeting
the needs of the Pakistani people. And I know that others
in Washington and in the Obama Administration feel the
same.

“During my October trip, I experienced the skepticism
felt by many in Pakistan about America’s motives and
commitment. This trust deficit holds us back from working
together as well as we could and as well as we must. Each
of you, and this organization now, is uniquely positioned
to help close that gap by fostering greater understanding
between our nations and by contributing in concrete ways
to Pakistan’s stability, social, and economic development.

“President Obama and our Administration have worked
hard to change the perception of our purpose in Pakistan
both with words and with deeds. One of the main goals
of my trip was to reach out to a broad community of
Pakistanis, to hear their needs, hopes and concerns, and to
ensure that the United States is on the right track in our
effort to build a stronger partnership. That is a key goal
of the Obama Administration’s foreign policy and it is a
personal priority for President Obama and me.

“The United States has significantly increased civilian
aid to Pakistan to support this progress toward a stronger
democracy. We are also increasing the size of our USATD
mission in Pakistan. And I have appointed Ambassador
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Robin Raphael the first coordinator of our non-military
assistance to Pakistan. Ambassador Raphael is known to
many of you from her long and distinguished service and her
close ties to Pakistan over the last 30 years. She will oversee
the implementation of our new Civilian Assistance Strategy,
which we are designing in close consultation with the Pakistan
Government.

( AP Photo)

“Peace and prosperity cannot be pursued only in the marble
halls of Washington or Islamabad, but in boardrooms and
classrooms, mosques and churches and synagogues, public
squares and private homes — and on evenings like these. As we
look around this room and we see the extraordinary turnout, I
want to say to you that this is a network of the some smartest,
most successful people in the United States. . Earlier tonight
I met one of President Obama’s college roommates, who
invited President Obama to Pakistan all those years ago, and
his (President Obama’s) face just lights up when he talks about
that trip, and the friendships that he had, and the homes that

"~ he was welcomed into.

“This foundation represents a new potential for this community’s
impact to multiply. By harnessing your energy and coordinating
your efforts, even more people can benefit. But more than that,

10 { Khabr-o-Nazar
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a very clear message can be sent from right here back to
Pakistan that we are in this together. It is not just the United
States Government, which has policies and strategies, but it
is the hearts of Pakistani Americans and other Americans
that are going to be put to work on behalf of our common
mission.] want to recognize the young Pakistani-American
volunteers who are staffing this event. They represent the
enthusiasm and the civic-mindedness that young people in
both nations bring to the work of building a stronger, safer,
and more harmonious world. With young people like these
getting engaged in global affairs, we can be optimistic about
the future they will inherit.

“The Pakistani military has taken on the fight against the
Pakistani Taliban, and the United States has increased our
efforts to help. But there are other terrorist groups who
have set up camp in Pakistan, where they are plotting global
attacks and waging war against the troops from 42 nations
who comprise the international security assistance forces
in Afghanistan. Pakistan has a critical role, and an abiding
interest, in helping this international effort, and we will
continue to encourage the Pakistani Government to take
affirmative steps toward the goal of disrupting, dismantling,
and defeating al-Qaeda and the other terrorist groups
responsible for so much suffering in Pakistan and around the
world.

“We seek not to impose our preferences on Pakistan or to
override the government’s judgments or subvert the people’s
will. Instead, we want a relationship based on mutual respect
and shared responsibility. So in Pakistan, I announced the
first phase of a signature energy program, through which
the United States will help repair and upgrade key power
stations and agricultural tube wells, improve local providers,
and promote energy efficiency. And we need partners like

many of you to make good on that promise to the people of
Pakistan.

“When 1 was in Pakistan, I announced that the United
States had partnered with Pakistani telecom companjes
and the government to underwrite the launch of Pakistan’s
first text-messaged-based social networking system, called
“Humari Awaz,” or “Our Voice.” And through this program
— (applause) — Pakistanis can instantly connect to thousands
of their fellow citizens to share anything from cricket scores
to urgent information in the wake of another horrific terrorist
attack. In the six weeks since it began, three thousand people
a day have joined from Karachi to Peshawar to Multan to
Quetta. ‘The United States agreed to underwrite the first
24 million messages, which we estimated would carry the
program through its first year. But I've learned that the
24-millionth message was just sent today. Clearly the people
of Pakistan have a lot to talk about. And now the companies
involved and members of Ambassador Holbrooke’s team are
working hard to keep this program going, so it can become a
self-sustaining mobile tool for the Pakistani people.”
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“As the world grows smaller, you might think it would be easier for human beings to recognize how similar
we are; to understand that we're all basically seeking the same things; that we all hope for the chance to live
out our lives with some measure of happiness and fulfillment for ourselves and our families.”
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U.S. Award Honors, Supports Women
Who Fight for Social Justice

e 5 i 5 ot i 5 45 )
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Washington — First lady Mi-
chelle Obama and Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton
to congratulate the 2009 winners
of the secretary of state’s Interna-
tional Women of Courage awards,
celebrate International Women’s
Day and announce the Obama ad-
ministration’s efforts to empower
women everywhere.

The International Women of
Courage awards established in
2007 by former Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice, pay tribute to
emerging women leaders and rec-
ognize the courage and leadership
shown by each in her struggle for
social justice and women’s rights.

(AP Photo)

This year's awardees are Hadiza-

tou Mani of Niger, Ambiga Sree-

nevasan of Malaysia, Veronika

Marchenko of Russia, Reem Al

Numery of Yemen, Suaad Allami of Iraq, Mutabar Tadjibayeva of
Uzbekistan, Wazhma Frogh of Afghanistan and Norma Cruz of
Guatemala.

“Our honorees and the hundreds of millions of women they rep-
resent not only deserve our respect, they deserve our full support,”
Clinton said at the awards ceremony at the U.S. Department of
State. “What I am committed to is doing everything in my power as
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secretary of state to further the work on the ground in countries like /”M/{/djWﬁuZC;/Jr'}?'c_mJ/;wJ/LQ’V;u(d?ruf'?u:bﬁ;

those represented here to make changes in people’s lives.” Women'’s
rights and human rights, Clinton said, “will always be central to our
foreign policy.”

OBAMA ADMINISTRATION INITIATIVES TO
HELP WOMEN

In her remarks at the awards ceremony, first lady Michelle Obama
noted the president’s signing of an executive order that calls for a
White House Council on Women and Girls.

The council’s mission will be to coordinate federal response to the
challenges confronted by women and girls and to ensure that all
Cabinet and Cabinet-level agencies consider how their policies and
programs affect women and families.

'The council will be chaired by Valerie Jarrett, assistant to the presi-
dent and senior White House adviser, and will include as members
the heads of Cabinet-level federal agencies. The executive director of
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the council will be Tina Tchen, deputy assistant to the president
and director of the Office of Public Liaison at the White House.

“The goal of this council is to ensure that young girls have no
limits on their dreams and no |
obstacles to their achievements,”

the first lady said.

First lady Michelle Obama and
Secretary of State Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton with the 2009

Women of Courage awardees.

'The importance the Obama ad-
ministration places on social
justice for women, Clinton said
is further demonstrated by the
president’s announcement of a
new foreign policy position fo-
cused on global women's issues
and his nomination of Melanne
Verveer as ambassador-at-large
for international women’s issues.

(AP Pheto y—
First lady Michelle Obama an Secremry of State

Verveer is the co-founder and
chair of Vital Voices Global Part-
nership, a nonprofit organization
that identifies trains and empow-
ers emerging women leaders and social entrepreneurs around the

globe.

WOMEN’S ADVOCACY GETS INTERNA-
TIONAL ATTENTION

In remarks at the awards ceremony, Ambiga Sreenevasan, Malay-
sian Bar Council president, spoke on behalf of all the awardees.

“This award will help to bring to the international stage our voices
and our advocacy,” she said. “This occasion gives us an opportunity
to reflect on the importance of the rule of law in promoting the
rights of women around the world. When the rule of law is up-
held, equality is upheld, the cause of justice is upheld and human
rights are upheld.”

The award, Ambiga said, “has given us the opportunity which we
would not otherwise have had to share our stories, our successes,
our failures, to reach out across our borders and to establish a base
upon which we can build a meaningful network of support.”

During their weeklong stay in the United States, the awardees
(with the exception of Reem Al Numery, who was not able to leave
Yemen) met with officials at the State Department, the White
House and the U.S. Agency for International Development and
with members of the Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues.

The awardees met also with representatives of a variety of non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), including those from Vital
Voices Global Partnership.

For the second year in a row, the American Women for Interna-
tional Understanding (AWIU), a nonprofit nongovernmental or-
ganization, held a banquet for the Women of Courage awardees at
the National Press Club in Washington and presented each with
a $1,000 grant.

In addition, the awardees had the opportunity to share their sto-
ries with members of the American public.

14 Khabr-o-Nazar
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Working Group Estahlished
to Promote Gender

10 o 5 i 19 i 9 (ol e

The US. Embassy in
Pakistan has formed a
Gender Development

Working Group to build
greater understanding and
improve  communications
on gender-related efforts in
U.S. development programs.

The interagency  group,
which represents more than
19 offices of the Mission
reflects the United States
government’s special interest
in the global advancement
and  empowerment  of R“

women.

“Many of our programs
touch on gender in some way,
and forming a single entity
collaboration
cooperation

encourages
and among
our offices,” said committee
member Christine Pagen,
education advisor for the US. Agency for
International Development.

“In addition to the gender components in our
programs, we need to have a clear strategy about
how gender fits into our overall efforts,” added
committee member Alicia Carra, a women’s rights
attorney on staff at the mission.

The Gender Development Working Group
will also reach out to Pakistani female and male
community leaders active in gender issues and
promote greater participation of women in U.S.-
sponsored events.

“We want to draw upon resources within Pakistan
to ensure the work we are doing on gender is
country-specific,” said committee member Sarah
Simons of the embassy Political Section.

The working group will seek new avenues to
increase gender development impact and set out
a clear blueprint for gender development goals.
It will also identify best practices, and support
coordination across sectors and agencies.

“We all are doing gender work, but with different
policy objectives. Together, we can all help each
other do more,” Carra said.

Nisap Khan

Secretary of State Clinton discussing issues with Pakistani women
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U.S. support to good governance in Pakistan includes a
strong component geared to women legislators.

In all six of Pakistan’s parliamentary bodies through, the
U.S. Agency for International Development has sponsored
training on media and constituent interaction,understanding
of their role in the legislative process, and parliamentary
oversight.

“We help women parliamentarians perform more effectively
by giving them the tools they need,” said Michael
Hryshchyshyn, Director of the Democracy and Governance.
“Training and capacity building are especially important
because two-thirds of all parliamentarians were newly-

elected 1n 2008.”

The program also supports caucuses at the national and
provincial levels that focus on women’s issues. Bringing
temale legislatures together across party lines to rally around
their common concerns promotes buy-in across the political &
spectrum and helps to improve the spirit of nonpartisan
cooperation. A national women’s caucus advocates for

gender issues under the stewardship of Speaker Fehmida
Mirza.

Regarding women’s rights, an act against honor killing
was passed in 2006. The Woman Protection Act reduced
the abuse of women and gave some protection in cases of
adultery. In August, 2009, the National Assembly passed a
bill on domestic violence. In November, the Assembly passed
the Criminal Law Amendment of 2009, which modifies the
Pakistan Penal Code against sexual harassment. Progress
notwithstanding, many additional legislative changes are
still required for the adequate protection of women’s human

rights.

Women legislators have remained steady at about 22 percent
since 2002, but a recent study by the Aurat Foundation found
they are “pulling their weight in terms of participation,”
having introduced 42 percent of total private member bills in
the last five years on issues relevant to women such as family
violence, including “honor killing,” health, and education.
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Bibi and three of her
daughters at work

In many ways, Khanum Bibi is a typical Punjabi wife.
Married 25 years, she and her husband Nisar have
raised a son and five daughters in a small village outside
Lahore, relying on his income as a day laborer and her
work making and embellishing ladies garments with
beads at home.

The family squeaked by until hard times struck last
year. In the heart of an economic downturn, Nisar
was injured in a street accident and could no longer
work. Trapped economically, the couple agreed that
Bibi should take the unusual step of venturing out of
the house to support the family. Bibt proposed to her
neighbors who were involved in similar work to band
together to sell their product as a group in order to get

a better price from market vendors.

As Bibi was getting her group together a local NGO
offered to train her on product design and development,
use of raw materials, market demand, and pricing
arrangements.  The following month, Bibi left her
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daughters to work at home and became a sales agent — an
entrepreneur.

“I have had a difhicult life,” Bibi said, wiping a tear with
her headscarf. “But ] feel a tremendous responsibility for
my family since my husband’s injury. My becoming a sales
agent has improved our condition, and also my confidence.
Now that I have this opportunity, I want to maximize it.”

Bibi worried about how this arrangement would sit with
Nisar. By consulting her husband on all her important
business decisions, and maintaining her established role in
the family setting, he accepts her moving about the village
and markets, meeting with producers and vendors. In the
end, he appreciates her ability to keep the family afloat.

“My husband didn't give me the right to work,” Bibi said.

“I earned it. Today we make joint decisions, and the people
in our village understand.”

Still, thousands of Pakistani husbands would never tolerate
such behavior from a wife, fearful that family elders
might disapprove and neighbors snicker and gossip. It’s
a dilemma for Pakistani women who seek to improve
their status: they want to maintain their traditional roles,
yet they want to put what skills they have to use to help
support their families.

“Women carry the honor of their families on their
shoulders,” said Ayesha Saifuddin, chief executive for
Karvaan, the NGO that provided the training to Bibi
and hundreds of other women across Pakistan. Partly
U.S.-funded, Karvann sees the female workforce as a key
resource in raising standards of living. “Parents want their
daughters to get married and raise children.”

However, today’s economic circumstances are convincing
more men that if they prevent their wives who are capable
of contributing economically to the household in difficult
times, it’s ultimately the children who suffer the most.

“It’s not that husbands don't trust their wives, they worry
what the community might think,” Saifudden, a U.S.-
trained economist, said. “They also fear their wives
stumbling into fraudulent activities, because they've had so

little experience with commerce in the markets.”

However a growing number of Pakistani husbands are
supporting entrepreneurial wives to establish the linkages
they lack, taking them to the markets, shopping their wares,
and meeting delivery deadlines that revolve around events
such as marriages or religious holidays.

Karvaan staff have found that women’s empowerment
is a sort of byproduct of economic circumstance despite
varying levels of social conservatism in different parts of
the country — more husbands are letting their wives work to
bolster family income, challenging the mores that impede
the advancement of women in business and society.

“It’s not something that can happen overnight. It can’t be
legislated,” Saifudden said. “It’s about people’s perceptions.
You can’t be too aggressive — it has to be a natural
process.”

(Names have been changed to protect the privacy of the
subjects.)
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Pak|stan Energy Delegation Ends

[ Visitito Houston and New York
J;;LLGW

Saleem H. Mandviwalla (at the podium),

Minister of State and Chairman, Pakistan Board of Investment, opens the Pakistan

Energy Delegation news conference on December, 3 2009, in Houston

(W) ‘._J‘ \--r[.-)q_-pf{ F --LIU-u

To outline investment opportunities in the energy sector and
spotlight companies involved in ongoing energy projects in the
region, the Pakistan Board of Investment and the U.S. Embassy
organized a Pakistan Business Ambassadors Program — enlisting
a formidable group of Pakistan’s most successful entrepreneurs
to raise awareness of opportunities for strategic energy investors.
The delegation’s investment opportunities represent a diverse cross
section of the energy spectrum. They include:

B Akbar Associates — One of Pakistan’s largest and most
diversified service providers in telecom, engineering, and oil and gas
exploration.

B Creative Energy Resources/Green Electric (Pvt.) Limited — A
subsidiary company of Dubai-based Creative Energy Resources
(CER), with substantial experience in developing power projects in
the region.

® Fauji Group — One of the largest, autonomous business
conglomerates in the country that is establishing two 50 MW wind
power projects in Sindh province.

# Gul Ahmed Energy Limited — A subsidiary company of Gul
Ahmed Group. Gul Ahmed Energy Limited runs a thermal power
plant in Karachi and is now planning a new wind energy venture in
Sindh Province.
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A group photograph of the program participants
;;‘.;.ufb? b’;&rl):{

B Orient Power Company Limited — The country’s first
Independent Power Producer (IPP) is developing a 225-MW
combine cycle thermal power project at Balloki, near Lahore.

B Pakistan Power Limited — One of Pakistan’s premier exploration
and production companies is seeking technology and investment
partners for newly acquired and existing exploration blocks.

B Saif energy Ltd and Saif Power Ltd — Are Part of the Saif Group
one of Pakistan’s Leading Industrial and services conglomerate. Saif
Energy Ltd is involved in the upstream oil and gas exploration sector,
while Saif Power Ltd is involved in thermal power generation.

B Yunus Brothers Group of Companies (YB) - A major
conglomerate of textile mills, cement mills, and other businesses, is
developing a 215-MW run-of-river hydroelectric plant on the Swat
River.

Accompanied by Gerald M. Feierstein, Deputy Chief of Mission
at the United States Embassy in Islamabad, and Saleem H.
Mandviwalla, Chairman, Pakistan Board of Investment, the
delegation held successful meetings in Houston and New York last
month with fellow business investors, government officials and the
media with the objective to stimulate trade and investment between
Pakistan and the U.S,; foster understanding and trust; encourage U.S.
investment in Pakistan and generate more balanced media coverage
of Pakistan and its economy.

Cameron International Corp., the second-largest U.S. maker of
oilfield gear, signed a preliminary agreement for a joint venture with
a unit of Akbar Associates Group of Pakistan.

“One of our divisions is a licensed manufacturer for Cameron,”Jamal
Akbar Ansari, chief executive officer of Akbar Associates, said in an
interview in Houston. “That relationship is going to be enhanced to
a Joint Venture.”

Cameron may acquire part of a unit that makes oilfield equipment,
Ansari said. Ansari and Scott Amann, a spokesman for Houston-
based Cameron, declined to say how much Cameron may invest.

“We're excited about this investment and expanding what we do,”
Gary Halverson, president of surface systems at Cameron, said at
a meeting with Pakistani executives in Houston. “There’s a lot of
potential in Pakistan.”

The United States Government has strengthened its ongoing
commitment to long-term development and infrastructure projects
throughout Pakistan, including investments in energy generation,
healthcare, water management and education.
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Young Muslims

Make Their
Mark in U.S.

Featured: Television Journalist

Kiran Khalid
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As a child, according to her mother, Kiran
Khalid used to sit inside a cardboard box
facing outward — “so that I was literally
in a TV, if not on it,” Khalid said. Since
then, Khalid, 35, has pursued a career as a
television journalist, news broadcaster, and
producer that has taken her from local news
reporting to covering major national and
international news events.

“T was the first Pakistani-American woman
in broadcast news in the United States,” she
said. “If I'm wrong about that, I would love
to meet the true pioneer because as far as
T've been told, my road was untraveled.”

Y - 4 { & .‘ - mn A 8
Growing Up in Texas

Khalid’s father was born in New Delhi,
India, and her mother in Karachi, Pakistan,
but Khalid herself grew up in suburban
Houston, Texas, where her father was a land
developer.

She focused on journalism early in life.
“My interest was ignited through a love of
writing,” she said. “I was often busy writing
short stories growing up.”

Khalid, like her two brothers and her
sister excelled in school. The siblings’ high
performance helped them overcome the
strain of being the only minority family in
their small community.
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“It was often a situation where you simply
accepted that that’s the way the world was,”
she said, “and I'm grateful for those early
encounters because they prepared me for the
post-9/11 backlash.”

Local TV News

Khalid graduated with a major in journalism
from the University of Texas in Austin,
where she said she fell “for the immediacy of
television, the idea of being on the air with
breaking news.”

In 1996, she went to work for the local CBS
station in Corpus Christi, Texas, a job thatshe
found both exciting and frustrating. Corpus
Christi provided many news opportunities
— storms, drug smuggling, and immigration
— but the station had antiquated equipment,
which made work difficult.

“Still, I enjoyed the work, being in front
of the camera,” she recalled. “I just knew I
could be good at this.”

At another TV station in Lake Charles,
Louisiana, Khalid found the reverse
situation: state-of-the-art equipment but a
relatively quiet news environment. “I worked
hard and became the weekend anchor,” she
said.

She also became something of a local
celebrity. “Walking into the mall would be
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like walking on stage,” she said with a laugh.
“Everybody seemed to recognize me.”

In Mobile, Alabama, Khalid was on the air as
many as four or five times a day, but she found
herself exhausted. “I felt I was just going in
circles.” She decided to try the riskier but
freer life of a freelance journalist.

Looking back, “the most gratifying aspect
of local news is consumer investigative
reporting,” Khalid said. “Holding shady
businesses and people accountable for their
actions through the glare of a television lens
is community service local news provides
that is often overlooked.”

Hreelancing
>

In 2005, Khalid reported on the grim lives
of subsistence farmers threatened by famine
in Niger and Mali. Her documentary, The
Hunger Gap, was a finalist in a United
Nations film festival.

In the United States, Khalid worked as a field
producer for a very different kind of news
operation, Court TV, which covers major
criminal and civil trials.

Khalid also became an active member of
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the South Asian Journalists Association
(SAJA). “I'm very proud of my role on
SAJA’s board,” Khalid said. “I love working
with an organization that does so much for
young journalists, such as mentoring and
scholarships.”

Pakbict a2 asa ane mae
AriIsIan and sAmerica

Following the September 11 terrorist attacks
in 2001, Khalid quickly recognized that
“Pakistan was going to be a central player,
and I knew it was now or never to be part of

the story.”

Fluent in Urdu, she traveled to Pakistan and
became one of the first Western journalists
to report from inside the Pakistani religious
schools, or madrassahs, that many accused of
encouraging terrorism.,

In 2007, Khalid returned for her most
dangerous assignment, to film a documentary,
called We Are Not Free, on media censorship
and attacks on journalists by the Musharraf
government in Pakistan.

In an interview with AsiaMedia, she said,
“The thing that really struck me was how
brave they were ... willingly to put their safety

2 at risk in order to pursue what they think is
£ a noble calling.”

@ Since January 2008, Khalid has been working

%| as a producer for one of television’s most

Kiran Khalid, center, interviews singer John Mayer
at the 2007 Save the Music Foundation Gala.
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® popular news and feature programs, ABC’s
2 Good Morning America (GMA).

This article is excerpted from the richly
illustrated book Being Muslim in America,
published by the Bureau of International
Information Programs. The entire book is
available in PDF format.

ut;JyLKwi'u-‘?iL&yi;,uful,:ifu’i
i B St il LU gt Fo
SIS bl e Spihyninf
Uten 2 S Fre Y de 0
LﬂL@ﬁLu;;itUeréérluf#d;Cﬁ
gL Sy

L P18 Lo S E L
LS asd S AL Uil S 3T
e MELUASJL M LGS S
Ebl) Tﬁﬁ_{ﬁbuﬁ{c{iuﬁ@rfut
WABEE S AL S

ninZ ¥y $d8k e & g
b g Pl ie 60 P50 0t &
6 By Q657 P Ao st 1 S
@J;f»(&)@-j&u,zmruﬁ}@g,/( —e
Kﬁ.ﬂt/&_‘,mc ub,vt{;;i?&./
e boa 3L U PSR o torp KKl
“ Qe P

KB A uRE p1i oS UE2005



Human Rights
Group Embraces
Social Media via

and photos of
]

Human rights activists are finding that easy-to-use
technologies such as cell phones, small digital cameras
and the Internet expand their ability to document and
discuss human rights abuses. Now they have a central
platform on which to place their material for the world
to see.

The Hub, launched in November 2007, bills itself as the
world’s first participatory media site for human rights.
An interactive community, it allows just about any
concerned citizen worldwide to upload videos, audio
or photos and share their human rights stories with the
world. The goal is to use interactive social media as a
catalyst for positive social change.

By 55 G i s
1 i 1

L
Ao das )35
Jlexiad S L

Peter Gabriel

W

e e QU Tor S e P (e L& U96E G5 31
GIKG 12 5L cpime AFEL AL
Dl T E S AL S St 2 TSI
ek SIS 5L GG 2 S
FErapsboy g 2 T a8 e s

—
B

AL 57 I F TS £ 2Ut2007 it LS s
P 8 S L e et A S S o

Khabr-o-Nazar | 23



The Hub is a project of WITNESS, an independent,
nonprofit international human rights organization that uses
video and online technologies to focus public attention on
human rights abuses and find ways to end them.

WITNESS is the brainchild of Peter Gabriel, a British
musician and songwriter who rose to fame in the early 1970s
as the lead vocalist with the progressive rock band Genesis.
Gabriel co-founded WITNESS in 1992 in conjunction
with the Reebok Human Rights Foundation and the U.S.-
based Lawyers Committee for Human Rights.

WITNESS  partners with 12 to 15 human rights
organizations at a time for a period of one year to three years
to provide training in using video as a key component of
their advocacy work. So far, WITNESS has worked with

some 300 organization in more than 70 countries.
LOWERING ! {1l ;'f IRRIERS TO HUMAN
RIGHTS ACTIVIS

One of the missions of The Hub is to lower the barriers to
participation in online media for ordinary people, according
to Sameer Padania, manager for The Hub. The Hub,
according to Padania, does not compete with commereial
journalism but expands on it.

Singer-songwriter Peter Gabriel helped spearhead The Hub
as a WITNESS project.

'The advent of affordable cell phones with the capacity to
shoot still photos and video has had a huge impact. Not
only do cell phones make documentation of human rights
abuses easier, dissemination of news gathered via cell
phone can reach the public at every strata of society. An
example of this is the cell phone footage of Neda Agha-
Soltan, the young woman who was shot and killed last June
during anti-government demonstrations in Iran. The video
quickly reached audiences around the world via YouTube
and Facebook and was seen even by President Obama, who
called her death “heartbreaking” and “unjust” at a White
House press conference. That the president of the United
States would watch such a video and publicly comment on it
demonstrates that such media have earned acknowledgement
and validity among policy circles.

The Hub has about 30,000 participants,either as contributors
of material or as recipients of The Hub’s electronic newsletter.
Participants can engage with "The Hub in English, Spanish
and French; Arabic, Chinese and Russian are to be added
in the future.
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U.S. DONATES
SEARCH AND RESCUE
EQUIPMENT
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U.S. Consul General Candace Putnan giving a

In a ceremony held on December 14th, U.S. Consul
General Candace Putnam delivered four search and
rescue equipment kits to the NWEP Provincial Relief,
Rehabilitation and Settlement Authority (PaARRSA). The
equipment will help fire and rescue personnel to safely
remove victims from disaster scenes.

Each Collapsed Structure Search and Rescue Kit includes
basic rescue equipment such as ropes and pulleys, hydraulic
jacks, chain saws, industrial drills, and emergency medical
supplies. “These kits will provide rescue workers the life-
saving tools they need to ensure that the wounded reach
medical experts sooner,” said the Consul General.

“During the recent spate of terrorist attacks in the Peshawar
area, the lack of sophisticated rescue equipment available
to our response teams was badly felt by the provincial
overnment,” Mr. Muhammad Azam Khan, Commissioner
of Peshawar. “This assistance from the United States
comes at just the right time.”

Jbz ol J€; JM/,}“’!%MJM%?—H%U{J&/J)Z J’AJU{/'
S A L st ottt QU A AT B ol STy
e U ol JTuLv,,J.J_vyﬂlg Sl
et bl Sl Sre =5

A e T PG U2 2 b e s T U
Jv«”frui&bd&m)ﬁf”ﬁz_ﬁLu}héJu;’g‘t‘up}?
&;/uiﬁiju‘@fuﬁ.ﬁﬁdﬂ F g el dx
_Zfljﬁ.fq P AT A AN L VT bl
St Jod il st St S b PG
SISO St L L Ui s o (Ltim LIS
eSSt e L B e ek



A Life Changing Trip

My name is
Rabia Salim, I
am a student
of  business
administration
studying
a  prestigious
institute of
Peshawar. I got
the opportunity of a lifetime to participate
in SUSI (Study of United States Institute)
in 2009 to represent my country Pakistan.
The days I spent in the United States from
June till August changed my perspective
about United States and its people.

in

A total of 150 students from 15 countries
participated in the program which included
discussions on different aspects of leadership
and peace building enhancing my leadership
skills. Our program was so well designed and
well organized, that not liking any part of it
would be an injustice. With lectures, team
activities and class assignments at Green

countries. I miss each of them but do stay
in touch. I cannot wait to see them all again
and have a re-union some day.

Traveling alone to completely different part
of the world and to stay with large group
of students did bring different thoughts
to my mind. But the moment I landed
at Washington airport the things were so
different than I had imagined. I was very
comfortable staying with host families who
never let you feel home sick. Americans are
kind, friendly and very co-operative. I had
made many friends and I truly miss them.
From the day I arrived to the day I said
good-by I was a complete different person.
I learnt things which I couldn’t have any
other place. It’s not just the academics but
learning through interaction with different
groups of people which is priceless. This
program has helped me to refocus. My aim
now is to be servant-leader in my society.

Thank you USA Leadership Institute

26 Khabr-o-Nazar

River community College were conducted
by impressive and intellectual lecturers. We
also took inspiring and thought provoking
trips to various sites which helped us to
think pragmatically.

Pakistan, India and Bangladesh were in
one group and we stayed in Seattle in
Wiashington State. This beautiful and the
lavish green city has the most attractive and
mesmerizing sites. The different flavors of
American culture were many and varied.
A flood of good memories come to mind.
Square dancing, Pike Place market, typical
Mexican food, baseball games, breath taking
fireworks on independence day (July 4th)
meeting with the Lt. Governor’s chief of
staff, the Senior Centre, participating in
Cornucopia parade, an exciting cruise to
Tillicum village, visit to Microsoft Centre
and the Museum of Flight, wonderful
experience at a Food Bank and hospitality
kitchen, and last but not the least, study tour
to Olympic peninsula
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Among the different and unique activities
and visits that we took part in during our
five week visit, was going to a food kitchen
for the homeless. It made me realize the
importance of servant leadership and how
1 should strive to become one. We always
have problems around us but the means
to solve them lie within us. The concept of
helping people in this way has expanded my
horizons regarding assisting and I plan to
help the less fortunate in my country.

The SUSI program not only enhanced my
leadership skills but the cultural exchange
aspect was an eye opener. Living with
students of the same age but different
backgrounds religions and values was the
best education I could have ever had. The
best times were those days spent with my
course mates from India and Bangladesh
and in the last week with 13 different
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Visit the 50 States
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" New York State
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Your guide to attractions, culture and history within the 50 states of the
United States in chronological order of admission to the Union
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Admission to Union: Saturday, July 26, 1788
Capital: Albany
Population: 19,011,378 (2001)

State Bird: YL
Bluebird vzl

=i 021788007226 ‘=l Ly

S
(L1 Z200T) 19,011,378

State Flower:
Rose

New York State is a world of its own. It e Pt e b Ulgmce s L5 2L il et
boasts spectacular white sand beaches, a § ety a3 K

chain of canals for cruising similar to those g{ S Sy e C)J-;Jiic‘:—&b‘f(uf? S
i hill ski are: e S
in Europe and more downhill ski areas than J"QLJL;.%ygx_ujfél.u:’/l@’iﬁjigﬁ}be

most other states in the Union. These are
just a few of the surprises awaiting your ¢ (i o fuldC Te T Utz sl ehic Tell
discovery! - o E == s

New York City, which features Times Square
and its famous lights, Broadway, the Statue
of Liberty and excellent shopping, is the
top destination for international visitors to
the United States. International visitors are
increasingly combining a visit to the city with
side trips to other parts of the state. More
and more international tour operators are
also promoting tours throughout our eleven
vacation regions. This region also offers
a diverse selection of museums, excellent
outlet shopping and great salt water fishing
- and yes, spectacular white sand beaches.
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Rockfeller Plaza
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Here are some
examples of exciting
Places: to visit.

The Hudson Valley
and Catskill Regions,
north of Manhattan,
are known for their

art galleries, nature
preserves, restaurants,
exquisite historic

mansions, a great variety
of wineries, and the
B best fly fishing in the
B castern U.S.  Guided
L tours are available year-
round. Whether you're
in a boat, on a horse or
Wl hiking, you will enjoy
s the beauty and splendor
of this naturally
enchanting area.

# Further north of the
Hudson Valley is our
Capital-Saratoga
Region, recognized for
its history, horse racing,
mineral baths, spas
and theaters. You can also enjoy the state’s only
amphibious boat ride while learning more about
the City of Albany and the Hudson River.
Continuing north from Saratoga Springs is
our Adirondack Park; 600,000 acres that offer
a multitude of outdoor vacation opportunities
- camping, hiking, horseback riding and all
popular winter sports. Lake Placid was the site
of two Winter Olympic Games. West of the
Adirondacks, you will discover our beautiful
1000 Islands Region, which provides visitors with
an opportunity to learn about New York State's
historical past, as well as local attractions and
events, including an annual Renaissance Festival.
Try boating, fishing and swimming, or take a
boat tour and stop at Boldt Castle — a 120 room
Rhineland-style castle built at the turn of the 20th
century. The sparkling water and dazzling summer
sun will make this gem unforgettable!
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South of the 1000 Islands, you'll find the Finger
Lakes, which is similar to the lake district of
England. ‘There are quaint villages next to
deep lakes, renowned museums highlighting
everything from glass to the earth and science,
and numerous waterfalls. You will also find scenic g
Letchworth State Park (the Grand Canyon [
of the East) and more wineries and wine trails
than any other part of the eastern U.S. Enjoy
fine dining with an exceptional choice of red and
white wines throughout the region.

Further west is the Greater Niagara Region and
its main attraction, majestic Niagara Falls. Bring
a waterproof camera and enjoy boat rides and
tours near this world-famous attraction. You will
also enjoy exciting activities; from nightlife to = [ (Rt
theater, shopping, and strolling through Victorian ==l Sl

villages, to museums and amusement parks. \

New York State also offers a great variety of
festivals; celebrating everything from lilacs to
garlic and seasonal activities. View scenic vistas

during the autumn months; ski downhill or cross- &quﬁdwmd’@wu’u& .‘/le.dilf'/(f(tu*é

country at one of our many ski areas, resorts and

(AP PRarg) v

New York
state parks in the winter. Take a balloon ride or é,f;,,cﬂ_,a},l(f’-’c; S Sl &”EJ‘{’/{'U:L/}%”-W Appartments

go to the many flea markets during the spring. | - . | g .
You can also parasail or whitewater raft down .’_U&d;»k%;IM?th‘o)LJLS,OOOu:c/_l,/_u* UX?L'JL’S

3
-

a river. We have over 6000 ponds, lakes and .. 227 5 .F 3 2 2 -
reservoirs that help make New York State a great "la» d—); kL) /V AL ULH/JL): b AU

family vacation destination. oy -

There are country-specific Internet sites to

bplepiigte tipth ol Skt i
help you research and plan your New York State /Ju"// i S J < O

vacation. _,g}(l/fg (6}73[/..;« (4 Q{)i}"(fu”gl/u‘rpa’ié
_Lj](:‘c;;u:,/.uﬁ’%;

Khabr-o-Nazar i 31



One SIIIJL'BSS at a time

Helping the People of Pakistan
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Students celebrate the opening of a
school in the earthquake-devasted
village of Kana Mohri in earlier
2009. 'The school is among 59,
among other more than 200 civic
buildings that will be constructed or
rehabilitated with U.S. government

assistance under the Earthquake |

Reconstruction Program.
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Rebuilding

Gt

Comm

Since the

and the U.S. are

replacing more than

d n i‘ti e S bricks and mortar

o el O i Ol .

In the four years since the devastating earthquake
in the northeast part of the country, reconstruction
of the region has been an important component of
the development portfolio at the US. Agency for
International Development (USAID) in Pakistan.

In the immediate aftermath of the Oct. 8,2005 tragedy,
the U.S. government mobilized all of its available
resources. Military helicopters transported survivors
out of destroyed cities and brought in thousands of
tons of relief materials such as food, medical services,
clothing, and tents in collaboration with the Disaster
Assistance Response Team. Heavy machinery moved
debris to search for victims and set the stage for
rebuilding.

The close teamwork of Pakistani and U.S. governments,
along with other international donor organizations and
NGOs, prepared the remote, devastated region for the
inevitable onset of winter and averted another tragedy
for the survivors.

Asthedustsettled,theyjoined ERRA, the new Pakistani
Earthquake Reconstruction and Rehabilitation
Authority, in planning and managing the massive task
of rebuilding the region.

“We saw the situation as an opportunity — a chance
to help rebuild more than schools and health centers,
but whole communities,” USAID Mission Director
Bob Wilson said. “Not only did we replace bricks and
mortar, but also provided isolated areas with technical
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assistance to improve local administration and delivery
of health and education services.”

They created a five year, $200 million program
consisting of four projects, which include construction,
education, health, and livelihoods restoration and
development in the Mansehra district of Northwest
Frontier Province (NWFP) and the in Bagh district of
Azad Jammu & Kashmir (AJK).

More than half the program — $120 million — was
allocated for physical reconstruction of destroyed
buildings such as schools and basic health units.
Programs cut across the development portfolio, with
$23 million to strengthen education systems, $28
million for healthcare, and another $28 million for
livelihoods restoration.

School reconstruction plans include 59 buildings — 25
in Bagh districtand 34 in Mansehra. More importantly,
they have trained 10,000 teachers in these two districts,
and helped establish 2,300 school management
committees, Wilson said. ‘These committees give
parents and community members an opportunity to
get involved in school activities, and help identify and
address their priorities and problems.

The livelihoods project has created more than 6,500
permanent jobs in the earthquake-stricken area.
A matching grants program with local firms has
generated more than eight million dollars toward the
rebuilding of the local economy and creation of new
business in small industries linked to agriculture, such
as dairy, or linked to local tourism in some parts of the
earthquake area.

Female health care providers, trained to work with
expecting mothers and newborns, were sent to assist
with deliveries in the earthquake zones. In the last
three years, seven of 10 health units in the region have
been staffed with female health workers, starting from
none. Now half the units are equipped to provide
reproductive health services, and overall individual
health unit performance indicators have improved
exponentially.

“Despite the difhculties presented by the mountainous
terrain and harsh climate, projects are on schedule
to be completed by October of 2010,” said Robert
MacLeod, leader of the reconstruction team.
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'The livelihoods
project has created
more than 6,500
permanent jobs in
the earthquake-
stricken area

“Over the next year, we will complete construction of
the schools and health units now under way, and shore
up capacity in the communities that we hope will
demand improved services from local administration
long after the completion of our projects,” he said.
“After that point, we hope to integrate the social
welfare elements of our program into our health,
education, and economic growth offices.”

MacLeod said that the tragedy has opened the door
to development activities previously unavailable
to the politically sensitive area of AJK, which has
been disputed between Pakistan and India since
independence.

“We've had a rare opportunity to work there,” he said.

“We hope the region will remain less isolated than
before.”

For children, in particular, the trauma of losing their
homes and schools was compounded by the loss of
a daily routine of attending classes and playing with
friends. The reconstruction efforts have developed 40
“child-friendly spaces” in villages where schools had
been destroyed across three of the worst-hit districts.
"The centers allow nearly 2,000 kids to engage in creative
activities for more than three hours a day supervised by
adult monitors and community volunteers as houses
and schools were rebuilt.

“In the beginning, the children wouldn't talk or play
with each other,” said Azra Igbal, a volunteer at the
170-member child center in the village of Malkan.
“But in the last six months, there has been tremendous
improvement in their participation. Without this space,
these children would have been roaming the streets.”
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Highlighting books found in the IRC's
and Lincoln Corners around Pakistan

Title:

Nine and Counting: The Women of the Senate
Authors:

Barbara Mikulski, Kay Bailey Hutchison, Dianne
Feinstein and Others

Publisher:

Perennial. 2001. ISBN 0060197676

Description:

‘The nine women Senators of the 106th Congress (1999-
2000) took quite different paths to arrive, together, at
the pinnacle of American government. In Nine and
Counting, they tell their personal and professional

stories, hoping they can inspire women of all ages to
get involved and make a difference.

Some began their journey simply as activist mothers
who wanted a better deal for their families—but who
encountered disrespect instead. Senator Patty Murray
(Democrat; Washington) tells the now well-known
tale about how she got started in politics after lobbying
for funding for a school project and a state legislator
told her she couldn’t make a difference because she was
“just 2 mom in tennis shoes.”

Others were led into unforeseen directions by
circumstance. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison
(Republican; Texas) recounts that armed with a law
degree and turned down for jobs in her field since she
would probably “get married and get pregnant,” she
wound up as a news reporter assigned to the Houston
legislature, which eventually led her to a career in
politics. Her advice to today’s young women: “I can see
that those rejections from law firms were the beginning
of my future, even though at the time I thought they
were the end. . .. Never give up. If a door closes, open
a window.”

Some knew from an early start that they were bound for
public service. Senator Barbara Mikulski (Democrat;
Maryland) had already begun a career in social service
and grass roots organizing when she was called upon
to fight a plan for a sixteen-lane highway that would
run through an old Baltimore neighborhood. She was
launched into the public eye when she stood up on a
table with the rallying call: “The British couldn't take
Fells Point, the termites couldn’t take Fells Point, and
damn if we’ll let the State Roads Commission take

Fells Point!”

Location: Lincoln Corner Islamabad
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' NINE AND

COULINTING

I'HE WOMEN OF THE SENATE
With a New Afterword:
“. .. And Then There Were Thirteen”

Barbara Boxer « Patty Murray « Olympia §

Mary Landricu « Blanche L. Lincoln
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The Women of the Senate

Barbara Mikulski, Kay Bailey :cidimaa
Hutchison, Dianne Feinstein and Others
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Ask the
onsul

“Your chance to ask the Consul General at the US Embassy,
Islamabad your visa related questions”

R el g Ju G

zé{{j;«UirJL'?c;J;p:._d)?.Jij}"’L:l_,TrLlr'l;lle&-«o{/h?,T

L

A: 'The U.S. State Department’s Bureau of y . .
Consular Affairs developed the DS-160 web- _"Jf../g”uL'DS-160(57/? .../,.)2_.1/;3L/f’)ﬂiéqjléfé.g/lig’ﬁ

based nonimmigrant visa (NIV) application . ) . .
to incorporate all existing NIV applications "géfl?"(’(u’”/b""/'i”NIVFV”‘Z’/U""&‘LJ’?MV”(NIV)'Z’

into one interactive, online form. It replac?s ﬁg_l_ffbf/l?.;u(u//udfufﬂufﬂ-é— lfb//g)’iu: r/UJqu;..('}J!
the three forms that made up the Electronic ¢ * * ° et
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Visa Application Form (EVAF). With demand
for U.S. visas continuing to increase worldwide,
the Bureau of Consular Affairs is committed to
using new technologies to improve the efficiency
and accuracy of the visa application process. The
DS-160 NIV application takes advantage of new

technologies to better serve our visa applicants.
Q: How is this different from the other
online forms the DS-160 replaced?

o £

A: Applicants will continue to complete visa
application forms on-line, as they did previously
with the EVAEF. We now provide “pop-up”
translations of questions in many widely spoken
languages, but the form must still be completed
in English. With the new form, the applicant
will have to upload a visa photograph, and submit
the form via the Internet. The applicant will print
just one confirmation sheet upon completion of

the DS-160.
Q: How is this better for applicants?

A:'The new DS-160 form improves the likelihood
of collecting required information accurately the
first time, saving applicants the trouble of having
to return to the U.S. Consulate for successive
interviews because information they entered
into the non-immigrant visa application form
was incomplete or inaccurate. Customer service
surveys at posts that have piloted the use of the
DS-160 indicate greater applicant satisfaction
with the DS-160 than with the form it replaced.
And, because the form is web-based, we have
the ability to revise and improve the DS-160 as
necessary. We will also have the ability to conduct
various forms of pre-processing and pre-screening
of the applicant’s data in advance of the interview,
which should reduce processing delays.

0 {; will the DS

0: When -160 be

implemented?
A: Islamabad and Karachi will fully implement
the DS-160 by March 1, 2010, for all applicants,

with the exception of Ks. Until further notice, K

visa applicants should continue to use the DS-
156 and DS-156K instead of the DS-160.
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http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.

htm!?videold=1341017897
rgé,/ﬂfu}l{g)yLiug/}&uf”lurfgsgq/}(}w/u(l}f
IS

Environment: Global Warming
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.html?videold=1341017897

Nations can work together to reduce greenhouse gases and lessen the
impact of human activities on the environment.

Environment: Climate Change
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.html?videold=1459170186

The development of clean renewable energy sources by countries
around the world may help to avert or lessen climate change and meet
growing worldwide energy needs.
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Ul e b P Sl £ Q7B i1 o e o ST £ 1
e LYy b 20 P S St R U L6 G 4

Khabr-o-Nazar _ 39



- 97 L,
PP =g %)

N M
L

]
U
)
!
v"
i

Published by the U.S. Embassy, Islamabad s\ 7t #loifert sl i/ OE

b



