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Editor’s Corner

/
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Dear Readers:

President Barack Obama’s first State of the Union
address on January 27, was a televised speech to
Congress that was watched worldwide by those
interested in the President’s priorities for the upcoming
year. The U.S. Constitution requires that the President
report to Congress “from time to time” on the “State
of the Union.” This constitutional requirement has
evolved into an annual address that reports on the
state of the nation and outlines legislative and other
administration goals. Of course, many of his proposed
initiatives will have to be passed by Congress before
going into effect. We have carried highlights of
President Obama’s remarks. The entire text is available
at http://islamabad.usembassy.gov/pr-10012801.html

The celebration of the life of the great civil rights
leader and Nobel Laureate Dr. Martin Luther King
and his contributions are highlighted as is the most
uplifting and inspiring story of Prof Kamal-ud-Din
of Forman Christian College Lahore who despite his
blindness beat the odds to a successful life and career.
His story is a triumph of the human spirit anchored in
grit, resolve and determination.

Ambassador Patterson’s two far reaching and important
speeches in Karachi- one to the Overseas Investors
Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the other to
the English Speaking Union are important and thought
provoking. Special Envoy Richard Holbrooke’s visit,
the Book Review section, all about North Carolina and
other regular features should make for a good read.

Thank you for your input and suggestions. We at
Khabr-o-Nazar value your thoughts and opinions.

Richard W. Snelsire
Editor-in-Chief and Press Attache
U.S. Embassy Islamabad

Email: infoisb@state.gov

Website: http//Islamabad.usembassy.gov
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It was quite enlightening to go through the magazine. The
hard, work put into the journal is evident from its contents
and impressive Look. | congratulate you and the editorial
staft of Khabr-o-Nazar for bringing out such a fine journal.
| hope it will maintain its high standard in the future as
well.

Sqw Ldr (R) Sardar Mahmood Khawn

Lower Topa, Murree

As a journalist writing for Dawn and editing a wumber of
wmagazines since 1981, | keep a record of all the magazines |
receive or buy from abroad. | have been maintaining a tile of
k-0-N too for years how and have observed, it getting better
& better. | believe that the changes in January 2010 issue
are also a Logical step towards right direction. For instance,
you have takew owto yourselt to translate the letters and
publish them in both Languages (instead of ruwning Urdu
Letters in Urdu & English in English section). Cover on one
side only is fine as it gives you space to run a portrait on
other side.

Your article One Success at a Time is one of the wmost
inspiring pleces | have read in a lowg time. The photo on
page 22 captioned Studewts Celebrate the Opening says a
volume.

M. M. ALAM,
Karachi.

Your tradition to publish articles in cownection with the
religious festivals of both Christianity and Islam, such as
Christmas and, Eid, are highly appreciable because they play
a very important role in creating inter-faith harmony.

Wagar ALL Shah,
Bahara kalu, Islamabad.

The wagazine wot only highlights the US. help for
development projects in Pakistan but alse plays an
important role in bridging the gap between the peoples of
the two countries. The articles on Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton’s address at the inaugural ceremony of American
Pakistan Foundation, journalist kKiran khalid and Visit to
50 States are also worth-mentioning. | suggest that stories
containing interesting material for children must also be
included. in the tuture issues of kKhabr-o-Nazar.

Name nwot mentioned,
Sargodha
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First State of The Union Address

-Sloliglyaim

-

= yLgI S\ : | PSrETET |

et

There must be continued American leadership to halt the spread .
of nuclear weapons, develop clean energy and advance human fq:-q/?_nz./:)lo’((f/’bd;l;f J/'/""l(,é b llsliawe

dignity throughout the world, President Obama says, restating his Al )/'4,; Gblj ._f&; J; 1L S s L U{:"

commitment to global engagement.

Speaking January 27 in his first State of the Union address, Obama told (s Lﬁ)bb[&lﬂ? l.;l:(.{ /’iédﬂ' /J/G'» .:47(31,5!
U.S. lawmakers, Cabinet members, Supreme Court justices, U.S. military p
officers and the American people that the United States is leading B

through engagement to advance “the common security and prosperity u{/lé_l.t)!/ﬂu:uw LA STeEr e 18227
of all people.” St 4 o{ v 4 p Ak 5

U.S. engagement includes taking a leadership role in fighting climate ANPILLIG AUFL s A AL 2 el
change; working to sustain a lasting global economic recovery; establishing ¢ /1511, /1062 5L Jf_ﬁ/n}‘; LS [F}J/;U/”;

partnerships around the world in scjence, education and innovation; and

providing humanitarian food and medical assistance, including in the -£UEJ?’K2J—£M"~’/}7 LS Jr '}’r L,'?"’J/t(‘a,/
6 ' Khabr-o0-Nazar



fight against HIV/AIDS, he said.

“America takes these actions because our destiny is connected to
those beyond our shores. But we also do it because it is right,”

Obama said.

In defense of human dignity around the world, “we stand with the
girl who yearns to go to school in Afghanistan; ... we support the
human rights of the women marching through the streets of Iran;
and we advocate for the young man denied a job by corruption in
Guinea,” he said.

The president said the threat of nuclear weapons constitutes “perhaps
the greatest danger to the American people,” and his administration
is pursuing a strategy to reverse their spread and to ultimately seek
“a world without them.”

The United States and Russia are expected to resume negotiations
on the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) in Geneva
February 1. The president described the proposed pact as “the
farthest-reaching arms control treaty in nearly two decades.”

The agreementis scheduled to be signed ahead of the Nuclear Security
Summit that the president will host in April. Representatives of 44
countries will gather in Washington with the goal of securing “all
vulnerable nuclear materials around the world in four years, so that
they never fall into the hands of terrorists,” he said.

Nations such as North Korea and Iran that are pursuing nuclear
weapons, in turn, are facing stronger economic sanctions and
increasing international unity against their efforts, the president
said.

The president reiterated that American combat brigades will leave
Iraq by the end of August, but the United States will continue to
work in partnership and support with the Iraqi government and its
people. In Afghanistan, he said, stepped up pressure against the
Taliban and increased training of Afghan security forces will allow
those forces to take the lead for their country’s security beginning in
July 2011 and for American troops to begin returning home.

THE ECONOMY

Most of the president’s remarks focused on the American economy.
Obama said that although the worst of the 2008 recession now has
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passed, the U.S. unemployment rate is at 10 percent, businesses
have shut down and American home values have declined.

For many, “change has not come fast enough,” he said, and job
creation will continue to be the top domestic focus in 2010.

One key sector for economic development is clean energy, and the
president said that development of that sector, along with reducing
pollution and mitigating climate change, will provide new jobs and
spur economic growth.

This is “the right thing to do for our future,” Obama said. “The
nation that leads the clean energy economy will be the nation that
leads the global economy. And America must be that nation.”

In addition, the United States needs to increase its exports and
aggressively seek new markets.

“If America sits on the sidelines while other nations sign trade
deals, we will lose the chance to create jobs on our shores,” he said.

The president said his administration will be working in 2010
to shape the Doha round of World Trade Organization talks
in order to increase trade through open markets, and “we will
strengthen our trade relations in Asia and with key partners like
South Korea, and Panama, and Colombia.”

o '_: i o - : / ..."

Along with creating jobs and increasing trade, the president
called for measures to reduce the U.S. national debt, such as
freezing government spending and reforming health insurance.

Obama said his proposed three-year freeze in government
spending would save about $20 billion in 2011, but would not
affect spending in certain areas, including national security,
which includes most foreign assistance.

Passage of health insurance reform legislation not only would
save lives and improve the security of many Americans, but also
would “bring down the deficit by as much as $1 trillion over the
next two decades,” he said.

“Don’t walk away from reform. Not now. Not when we are so
close. Let us find a way to come together and finish the job for
the American people,” the president said.

Obama closed by saying that democracy in a nation of 300
million citizens “can be noisy and messy and complicated.” But
he urged lawmakers to “start anew” after coming through a
difficult decade in order to “carry the [American] dream forward,
and to strengthen our union once more.”

This year, anyone can submit a follow-up question on the
president’s address and vote on others at YouTube.com/

CitizenTube.
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“OUR COMMITMENT TO
PAKISTAN’S FUTURE”

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ROBERT M. GATES
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Nearly 25 years ago, in 1986, I arrived in Islamabad for my first visit to =bbe Uil dﬁﬁ ‘-'a/‘,"}:;‘bb lﬁl/:uﬁ;1986ju’/. u?'{ﬂj

Pakistan to meet with this country’s military leaders and see firsthand )
the training of the Afghan resistance along the border. At the time, our (U"'{w’i c)l;@ZJ_LL);#Lﬁ-;jfféK%}Jul/'uuﬂjvz:y//,l

two countries were working together in unprecedented ways to combat a . . ., : Dt )
common foe. As part of this effort, our militaries went to school together; < /'"‘:UC".L 2L Z—/J‘L“ KUGI/“/‘-‘.QJVU””‘-JVZ S I-LbL
our intelligence services shared insights; and our leaders consulted each || w0 i 2% o
’ AT P RIS SOy o (S -y 1 I 9

other on strategic issues. The long-standing friendship was based on a ‘y o d"v‘(/u‘if i LG el JJ
great sense of mutual commitment, purpose, and benefit. LI A L1 QI3 Ui la I S HE K btbl & st )
I was still in government in the early 1990s, when the Soviet Union 0\ & 1. 2 bl b e T e

left the region and the U.S. largely abandoned Afghanistan and cut e de S EC - ’% ‘;é—/fj
off defense ties with Pakistan — a grave mistake driven by some well- _gf{ gj'{J Vl(..y

intentioned F)ut short-sighted U.S. legislative aer p.ohcy dCC.ISLOHS. e B sy B S Y ruf.'gﬁ)'é 321990
‘Thankfully, times have changed. Even so, much is still made in the media ’ : .

of a “trust deficit”between our nations. As I meet with Pakistan’s civilian J,{/lﬁré_}/?::p Gl (§ G)m’l/d:c)l"/q:_ /;‘LJ,{)@/Z@;/”/@ t"/"l.-'JlL,{/’
and military leaders during my visit, I will emphasize that the United S AN AR T ) .
States wishes to relinquish %he grievances of the gast — grievances held by ‘d{&k‘j’?"gdz Satbede G "gJu’/VO/g-&/’W
both sides — and instead focus on the promise of the future. I will repeat % "uftérlfluiu t)p:u‘d:ézl}:’ élu',ngjlt u{?_éf JA'LU,.(Lﬁ
President Obama’s message that the United States is fully committed to R ) T .t

a stable, long-term, strategic partnership with a democratic Pakistan — (u;/uf Flhe uib%/d/cj)'wfﬁub@ufb_z_q{dlgd/gj LJ'U}F‘I

an enduring relationship based on shared interests and mutual respect . =« . - A s P e
that will continue to expand and deepen in the future on many levels, wg’”c”“éukmﬂ’ﬁ;‘;’y{”-’éé UJL'”{/”(KU"A//“””‘JU

from security cooperation to economic development. uf-al:q{at//):(/;?/o,mﬁ Jﬁf‘f‘_vé Jilﬁ’wcé—/ﬁJva/dg}ﬁ
Today, Pakistan and the United States are allied against a common /)lc«,oJ’Jn}b‘(Gij/Lul"/@d/):"fug,{/lf(u”’;)b'{r%J:,AL}UM

threat. As the people of Pakistan are all too aware, violent extremists

attack innocent civilians, government and religious institutions, and O‘ZL/ﬁ’c«’)U*J/;})?cJW”/LJLdI,L an’f(ﬂ)’[(/(bﬂfiél/,i
security forces —all in an effort to undermine this country and its culture. o

'The tremendous sacrifice of so many Pakistani troops — nearly 2,000 in ;—,L_Z/J/{ U!}/k?:fd/nd) L-E;’/"gc‘— OI[E Jflﬁ/u:yﬁ/ﬂu;ﬂ'(}f{_rl]?l
the last three years — speaks to both their courage and their commitment / Y
to protect their fellow citizens. It also speaks to the magnitude of the N E VS
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security challenges this country faces — and need to for our two nations
to muster the resolve to eliminate lawless regions and bring this conflict
to an end.

The United States and the rest of the international community
understand the gravity of the situation and applaud Pakistan’s drive to
restore peace to all parts of the nation. To this end, the United States has
increased efforts to help the Pakistani military develop the capabilities —
and acquire the equipment — necessary to deal with a threat of this size
and complexity. This effort includes revitalizing our military exchanges,
education, and training programs. With all of our military-to-military
relations, the guiding principle for the United States is doing whatever
we can to help Pakistan protect its own sovereignty and destroy those
who promote the use of terror in this country and plan attacks abroad.
At the same time, the U.S. recognizes that military aid alone will not help
Pakistan solve the problem of violent extremism, and has, accordingly,
expanded civilian assistance to invest in the potential of the Pakistani
people.

I know there is concern that an increased U.S. presence in Afghanistan
will lead to more attacks in Pakistan. It is important to remember that
the Pakistani Taliban operates in collusion with both the Taliban in
Afghanistan and Al Qaeda, so it is impossible to separate these groups.
If history is any indication, safe havens for either Taliban, on either side
of the border, will in the long-run lead to more lethal and more brazen
attacks in both nations — attacks of the kind that have already exacted
a terrible civilian toll. Maintaining a distinction between some violent
extremist groups and others is counterproductive: Only by pressuring

all of these groups on both sides of the border will Afghanistan and

Pakistan be able to rid themselves of this scourge for good — to destroy
those who promote the use of terror here and abroad.

Even as our countries deal with the great challenge along the border
the United States recognizes Pakistan’s important regional and global
leadership role — especially on matters like combating piracy and illicit
narcotics trafficking, two areas where Pakistan has already made valuable
contributions. One of the chief reasons for my visit is to develop a
broader strategic dialogue ~ on the link between Afghanistan’s stability
and Pakistan’s; stability in the broader region; the threat of extremism
in Asia; efforts to reduce illicit drugs and their damaging global impact;
and the importance of maritime security and cooperation. In all of this,
Pakistan can play a central part in maintaining good relations among all
countries in Asia — a precondition for security in this part of the world.
My visit comes at a critical time for the region. Many challenges
remain, but I believe there is reason for hope and optimism. With
common goals and collaboration on a range of issues, a new generation
of Pakistanis and Americans is learning what it means to be long-
term allies, partners, and friends — united in an effort to renew and
strengthen the bonds of trust between our nations.

10| Khabr-o-Nazar
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U.S. Special Envoy
Richard Holbrooke

Visits Pakistan
oﬁfuy:“'}(j.//i
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U.S. Special Envoy, Richard Holbrooke meeting with President of
Pakistan , Asif Ali Zardari at Punjab Governor House in Lahore on
January 15, 2010. (Photo PID)

‘L//'::zGﬂibﬁd}b/)d‘dﬂ@ﬂu@ﬁUJ?V/}’T.«G/’%/,//:?’UJ)‘}LJ/I
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U.S. Special Envoy, Richard Holbrooke meeting with Pakistani
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi at Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Isiamabad on January 13, 2010.
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L \ | : =
U.S. Special Envoy, Richard Holbrooke and Pakistani Federal
Secretary of Water and Power Shahid Rafi exchanging documents
after signing an agreement on Terbella Power Plant repairing in '

Islamabad on January 13, 2010. Ambassador Patterson also present U.S. Special Envoy, Richard Holbrooke meeting with Federal
on the occasion. Secretary Information Technology and Telecom, and representatives

A e % : s f the Telecom firms in Islamabad on January 14, 2010.
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Ambassador
Anne W. Patterson
Discusses

the Future of
U.S.—Pakistan
Relations

Major speech to the Overseas
Investors Chamber of Commerce
and Industry in Karachi

Calling on Pakistan’s business community to join
with government in its partnership with the U. S.
Ambassador Patterson said:

“ For the United States, 2009 was a year marked
by major changes in our approach to this region
and, specifically, our way of engaging Pakistan.
President Barack Obama has personally taken
a great deal of interest in Pakistan, and he has
clearly chosen a new path that is worthy of your
serious attention.

Here in Pakistan, 2009 was a year of great drama
and also much heartbreak - but it also involved
real changes and gave us hope for progress.
However, if we wish to see this New Year through
to greater successes, our governments will need to
focus intently on our priorities, make some critical
decisions and take action.

The U.S. and Pakistan have had a complicated
relationship in recent years. We need to overcome
what U.S, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton called
“a trust deficit” on both sides. Yet, recognizing our
shared interests and concerns, our two governments
have proclaimed a desire, at the very highest levels,
to build a balanced, deep, and broad partnership.
The decisions and actions we take this year will
have long-lasting implications for the future of
this partnership - and we need help from you, the
business community, and everyone else in Pakistan
if we are to succeed.
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President Obama has decided that the United :L,(é..n"c.__:u]{.:«u/}JL/IJUI;/UL,JU:
States must commit both substantial funds and ; :
A ZE Neunl S BJe 1200947 L

our influence in the international community
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Ambassador Patterson addressing the members of the Overseas
Investors Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Karachi.
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initiate policy changes.

Working closely with senior members of the Congress, the
Administration immediately endorsed a large assistance package
to help Pakistan strengthen its energy, education, health, and
agricultural sectors. The Kerry-Lugar Bill, as its come to be known,
promised $1.5 billion per year for five years - $7.5 billion total -
for civilian assistance to Pakistan, beyond the approximately $2
billion provided for military assistance in separate legislation and
authorizations.

For a new American government to make such an extraordinary
commitment while our citizens are still suffering from a very
serious recession reflects the strength of our vision. We see the
success of Pakistan, its economy, its civil society and its democratic
institutions as important for ourselves, for this region and for the
world.

Many of you will recall Secretary Clinton’s visit here in October
during which she conducted an extraordinary set of public meetings,
interviews and outreach events over a four day period that really
had people in Pakistan talking.

The announcement by President Obama of his new Afghanistan
policy in December marked a change in the direction of our
military and civilian engagement in that country, with important
consequences for Pakistan. I personally participated in many of
the President’s meetings. He clearly articulated for the American
people and for the world in his December 1 speech - and later upon
receiving the Nobel Prize for Peace - the need to oppose evil in the
world, specifically al-Qaeda terrorists - but also pointed out that we
do not believe in, or desire, war without end.

Pakistan already has a democratic government capable of taking
charge of its own security and guiding the development of this
nation. It has a strong and vibrant civil society and an energetic
business sector. For Pakistan, America’s vision is simply this: a
genuine partnership across the range of your domestic and
international concerns.

Implementation of our Policy l

For an open and transparent society like the United States, the
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announcement of policy is but the first step in seeing change of
action on the ground - and our government has been hard at work to
get funds moving and programs underway.

As a measure of trust in your government’s commitment to benefit
the Pakistani people to the maximum extent possible, we are now
working more closely than ever to coordinate closely on development
assistance. We intend to channel as much of our assistance as possible
through Pakistani institutions. There is much work to be done:

Poverty remains a serious problem for this country - with 100 million
Pakistani citizens, over 60% percent of the population -- living on less
than Rs 165/day ($2/day). This year, we plan to contribute substantial
sums to fight poverty through the Benazir Income Support Program;
to support reconstruction in Malakand and South Waziristan; and
to undertake community development projects through the Pakistan
Poverty Alleviation Fund.

Pakistan faces many health challenges. We plan to continue our
support to programs that will reduce this country’s high incidence
of child and infant mortality; prevent life-threatening diseases like
polio through vaccination; and assist the government’s efforts to
provide access to clean drinking water in both urban and rural areas.
We share your deep commitment to education. All of our aspirations
for our children and the world they will inherit depend upon their
abilities to obtain an adequate education. The United States will be
expanding our efforts to assist your institutions of higher education
and to support expanded access to high-quality public primary and
secondary education in vulnerable and disadvantaged areas of the
country.

Pakistan’s economy relies heavily on agriculture. We plan to embark
on major initiatives to support reforms for the agricultural sector
to increase crop yields, household incomes and decrease the cost of
agricultural inputs.

Power shortages continue to constrain Pakistan’s economic growth.
Currently, the United States is underwriting several significant “quick
impact”energy projects that will improve the energy availability across
the country and help to alleviate the load shedding that cripples

commerce and is the source of suffering to millions of Pakistanis.

For all of these important initiatives, Americans and Pakistanis want
to know how this assistance works and how funds are being used.
For our part, we plan to be as transparent as possible - we will be
placing every new partnership agreement transferring significant
funds up on our web site so that everyone can see what our countries
are achieving together and where the money is going.

Pakistan’s Fight against Terrorism W

During their current offensive against terrorists in South Waziristan,
the Pakistan Army has earned the respect of the Pakistani people,
and of the United States. Although there have been many terrible
losses along the way, the Army has shown that Pakistan has the will
to defend its territory against those who wish to live free of the law.

This has not been without consequences, as the terrorists - deprived
of their safe havens - have attacked civilians in every corner of
Pakistan. The terrorists who attack and kill innocent people at busy
intersections, at the courts, at press clubs or in solemn prayer do not
care about anything but power - and their ability to gain power by
terrorizing this country. The attack here in Karachi last week was
clear evidence of terrorists’ desire to seek out and exploit any fissures
in Pakistani society, and to undermine your democracy.

As promised by President Obama, Pakistan deserves the support of
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Ambassador Patterson and Consul General Stephen G. Fakan at the
meeting with the Overseas Investors Chamber of Commerce and
Industry in Karachi.
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the international community in its fight against terrorism. The U.S.
has pledged to assist Pakistan’s military for the extraordinary burden
it is bearing in the fight against extremists.

Economic Relations H

Let’s take a look at our business relationship in the global economic
context. At this time last year the global economy was in deep
recession. The crises that began in the U.S. banking sector spread
throughout the world and both investor and consumer confidence
fell dramatically, resulting in what we all have come to see was a
huge and near-catastrophic series of events in financial markets.

At the same time, the government’s mounting deficits, declining
foreign reserves, and soaring inflation brought Pakistan to the
verge of default. However, in cooperation with the International
Monetary Fund, the Government of Pakistan -- and its exceptional
economic team -- has done a commendable job of stabilizing the
economy this year.

Although crises have been averted, Pakistan’s growth has remained
slow -- in the 2-3% range. With so much to do, the government’s
budget remains constrained. Pakistan will require support from the
United States and your other friends around the world to keep afloat
while the economy recovers. Fortunately, Pakistanis abroad continue
to send money to their families here - and the United States is the
second largest source of remittances to Pakistan, bringing in nearly

$2 billion annually.

To bring its budget into balance and to invest for the future,
Pakistan must begin to raise more revenue from its own citizens.
At nine percent, Pakistan has one of the lowest tax-to-GDP ratios
in the world. Entire areas of Pakistan’s economy are off limits
to the tax collector and tax compliance is spotty. As a resulr,
businesses like yours pay 33% of all the nation’s taxes. Pakistan
cannot continue to ask international donors and its established
business sector for support unless Pakistani citizens support the
government with tax revenue.
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U.S. remains the number one
source of foreign investment
in Pakistan.

Skl nlie ot
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But even during these tough times, American business remains
Pakistan’s closest international partner. The U.S. remains the
number one source of foreign investment in Pakistan. Over the
past two years, U.S. businesses invested $1.2 billion in this country,
more than a quarter of all such investment. Our Mission has
been organizing Pakistani business delegations to highlight for
American investors the promising opportunities for investment
in, and partnership with, Pakistani business.

Though global trading has slowed, our trading relationship
remains robust. Nearly one fifth of Pakistan’s total exports go to
the United States, some $3.5 billion of sales. Of these exports,
74 percent were from Pakistan’s textile industry.

Pakistan’s Economic Policy Choices W

The long-delayed aspirations of the Pakistani people for
development and prosperity need to be addressed. We can no
longer say that it’s someone else’s job - because in democracies
the people are both in charge and responsible. There are a few
outstanding economic choices that need to be addressed here in
this part of Pakistan. It’s time to roll up our sleeves and get to
work:

A military buildup is underway in Afghanistan as the United
States and the international community stand determined to
decisively end al-Qaeda’s reign of terror, not only in Afghanistan
but elsewhere in the world. There will, no doubt, be more attacks
both here and abroad as the terrorists and their advocates seek
power - and try to separate the people of Pakistan from the rest
of the world.

For you, the business leaders of Karachi, it has become abundantly
clear that you must not remain on the sidelines. In this new
democratic framework, Pakistan’s business leaders need to speak
up and vigorously engage with government. If you seek broader
trade partnerships and engagement with the United States you
have to make that clear to your government and to broader civil
society as well. Given the challenges facing Pakistan, the price of
silence and inaction is high.

As we stand together against extremist violence, our governments
will be investing in the future by working together to strengthen
Pakistan’sschoolsand hospitalsand agriculture and energy systems.
We will need support and engagement from this country’s active
business and civil society groups - because governments can't do
it all. I hope we can count on you to join us.”
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“Our Common Language,
Our Shared Values”’

Ambassador Patterson’s addresses The English Speaking Union.
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President English Speaking Union Naveed Khan giving introductory remarks. Ambassador Patterson and Union’s
Secretary General Barrister Shahida Jamil sitting on the stage.
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many academics now embrace the language’s flexibility

by affirming that our communication is really a different -‘-”—-t'l’b'(“ U{/’ S
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Others point out that Americans come from every
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One value which Americans and Pakistanis
deeply share is the desire to provide our
children with a quality education.
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the world’s languages - and our scholars even work on
dead languages. While today you might observe that
English is a South Asian language - and it certainly
is - Americans might reply that Urdu, Sindhi, Balochi,
Punjabi and Pashto are becoming American languages.
Moreover, scholars point out that the words from every
language in the world are joining the melting pot of our
language and adding to the global popularity of American
English.

With English well established as a global medium
for business and communications, the United States
is coming to accept that we can also help people to
strengthen their career and professional opportunities by

supporting English language learning.

'This year we are returning to support for English language
in Pakistan, with an expanded professional staft and
updated teaching materials. Over the next two years, we
will expand our engagement with the Society of Pakistani
English Language Teachers (SPELT) and work to help
strengthen Pakistan’s English language teachers through
training programs, both here and in the U.S.

'This year, we also plan to establish 80 classrooms offering
after-school English programs for students in some of
Pakistan’s poorest neighborhoods. By offering students
supplementary English study we are hoping they can
gain skills to find employment or gain access to higher
study.

One value which Americans and Pakistanis deeply
share is the desire to provide our children with a quality
education. Both American and Pakistani families
sacrifice greatly for this and we all know how important
our children’s education can be in preparing them for the
jobs of the future.

President Obama has also set his Administration to
work on bringing about a profound change in America’s
relationship with Pakistan. He is genuinely interested in
Pakistan and its welfare - and he believes the U.S. did not
do enough in recent years to help Pakistan find its way
back more quickly to democracy.

Strengthening and delivering results from our partnership
is my Embassy’s top priority. For the year 2010 we will
be working very hard to deliver on our promises - and we
expect no less from our partners.
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U.S. to Contribute Rs 1 Billion for Victims of Karachi Violence
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The United States will
be working with  the
American Business

Council (ABC) to structure
financial assistance for the
many small businesses that
suffered losses during and
after the recent Taliban
attack on Boltan Market
Karachi.
in Karachi, Ambassador
Patterson, said at the ABC

on Jan 6:

in Speaking

It is abundantly clear that the business leaders of Pakistan cannot remain

on the sidelines during the important work that needs to be done this year

to strengthen Pakistan. In this new democratic framework, Pakistans

business leaders need to roll up their sleeves and pitch in. I am pleased to ¢

be here today with a business group that is showing true leadership in a

crisis.”
Excerpts from Ambassador Patterson’s remarks follow:

“I was deeply saddened by the recent terrorist violence that rocked this
vibrant city during Ashura, leaving so many people dead and injured,
and so much destruction. It is now clear that the Taliban seek to destroy
Pakistan’s democracy - and that they will exploit any fissure in Pakistan
to attain their goals.

The rioting and destruction that took place in the days after the attack
multiplied that tragedy many times as the businesses and livelihoods
and savings of so many people were destroyed. Some of these small
businesses will have difficulty obtaining access to credit in the amounts
that they require to start anew.

Earlier today, I spoke to the Overseas Investors' Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (OICCI) and asked that Pakistan’s important and influential
business community join with Pakistan’s government and the United
States to help meet Pakistan’s long-delayed hopes for a stable democratic
government and economic development.

I am pleased to be here now with the American Business Council in
Karachi to announce U.S. government support, in the amount of 1
billion rupees (812 million), for an initiative proposed by this public-
spirited group of American Business representatives in Pakistan to
structure financial assistance for the many small businesses of this city
that suffered losses during and after the recent Boltan Market attack.

But the losses at Boltan Market went beyond damage to property and
businesses. So the American Business Council has proposed that we also
work on a program to help the victims of the violence and families left
without wage earners.

It is abundantly clear that the business leaders of Pakistan will not
remain on the sidelines during the important work that needs to be done
this year to strengthen Pakistan. In this new democratic framework,
Pakistan’s business leaders will roll up their sleeves and pitch in.”
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Black History Month Honors

legacy o[ Struggle & Triumph
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Each February, Black History Month honors the ("bsl- u;n//uufu)c tlbry L dé: Zﬂt'd/urbol/,m’l(du/dL//
struggles and triumphs of millions of American ch‘fg/m._,ﬂﬂdw;ufc,blpbfwu‘fcv/.,l.m,m,mfuyfﬂ

citizens over the most devastating obstacles —

slavery, prejudice, poverty — as well as their ~u’Jrlf’&Lﬁu&Vd:&JJL/J'U’@J(}’/J“;O:U»K:aUlaJ{”
contributions to the nation’s cultural and political 7 .. )
life. UE1926 L Uie E K TSt GAK Lol Fhm® {1 UlbaL CmL”

Black History Month was the inspiration of Carter /MJL«-(J,M/»KUA/&Z:L Vpﬁ,da_u/; (ﬂf;vd/ UlbsL 611;-
G. Woodson, a noted scholar and historian, who

instituted Negro History Week in 1926. He chose «LGUGVD/GVJUK-«CW//WJLU’U‘)’V’/”C/O( L

the second week of February to coincide with the

birthdays of President Abraham Lincoln and the 'ML)/J % ULL’DLCJLDL /&J'/d}/éub/wl/ﬂ”‘{d)“IJJ/’
abolitionist Frederick Douglass. u"u*“(cljfu,f/-lrb o i Fe l,J/L)/u/ UY(/’/ d”'k/‘ SRy T2

The celebration was expanded to a month in 1976, . 0 . .. o >
the nation’s bicentennial. President Gerald R. Ford //lufd?u:;rkglul.y/,duifuf JM#'V/"AUL”/"LCJLd/lnLuﬁou“/

urged Americans to “seize the opportunity to honor _c‘-g/t‘lggﬁllw
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the too-often neglected accomplishments of black Americans in
every area of endeavor throughout our history.”

Woodson, the son of former slaves in Virginia, realized that the
struggles and achievements of Americans of African descent were
being ignored or misrepresented. He founded the Association
for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH),
which supports historical research, publishes a scholarly journal
and sets the theme for Black History Month each year.

The theme for 2010, “The History of Black Economic
Empowerment” honors the centennial of the National Urban
League. In 1910, a group of dedicated reformers, black and
white, gathered to create an organization to address the needs
of African Americans as they migrated to the cities of the
United States. The organization that they created a century ago
became what we all know as the National Urban League. For a
century, they have struggled to open the doors of opportunity
for successive generations, engaging the challenges of each age.
ASALH celebrates the centennial of the National Urban League
by exploring racial uplift and black economic development in the
twentieth century.

John Fleming, ASALH president and director emeritus of the
Cincinnati Museum Center, said Obama’s heritage — a black
father born in Kenya and a white mother born in the United States
— “continues to reflect the contributions Africans and Europeans
have made to American history from the very beginning.”

Fleming said he believes Black History Month should focus
on positive as well as negative aspects of the black experience.
“Certainly, struggle has been an ongoing theme in our history
from the very beginning. However, we were not slaves prior to
being captured in Africa — and while slavery was part of our
experience for 250 years, we have a hundred-and-some years in
freedom that we also need to deal with.”

He said he has seen “substantial progress on many fronts,” but
“at the same time there are still major problems that have to be
addressed, one being the permanent underclass in urban areas
now. We don't seem to be able to break that cycle of poverty. And
there are still some major rural pockets of poverty” such as in the
Mississippi Delta.

“I'm glad to see the National African American Museum being
developed on the Mall, which will tell a much broader story,” said
Fleming. In 2003, President Bush signed legislation to establish
the new museumn, which will be located on the National Mall
near the Washington Monument. Although the new museum has
not yet been built, it launched a photo exhibition at the National
Portrait Gallery late in 2007 that is traveling to museums around
the country through 2011.“I think that African-American history
gets more attention during February than during any other time
of year, “ Fleming said, “and I think it's an opportunity for us in
the field to emphasize that it is something that should be studied
throughout the year.”

Each year, the U.S. president honors Black History Month, or
African-American History Month as it is also called, with a
proclamation and a celebration at the White House. States and
cities hold their own events around the country, and media feature
topics related to black history.

ASALH has its headquarters in Washington, where Woodson
lived from 1915 until his death in 1950. His home is designated
a national historic site. More information is available at the
ASALH Web site.
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U.S. Embassy And Islamabad Club Jointly Celebrate

Martin Luther King Day
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Islamabad - The Islamabad Club and the Public Affairs Section
of the Embassy of the United States of America joined hands on
January 22, to celebrate the birthday of American civil rights leader
and Nobel laureate Dr. Martin Luther King. Against a backdrop
of photographs of Dr. King, two American diplomats shared their
views with the Pakistani audience on the life and achievements of
this celebrated American.

Mr. Pat Contreras, Consular Officer at the U.S. Embassy in
Islamabad, presented an overview of civil liberties in the United
States. His talk focused on organizations and individuals involved
in the protection of civil liberties.

Ms. Ariel Howard, Assistant Information Officer at the U.S.
Embassy in Islamabad, centered her talk on King’s achievements.
She stated that “the celebration of Dr. King’s life and message is
more than remembrance-it is a renewed call to action for all who
remain committed to the creation of his ‘beloved community.”

Mr. Raffat Pasha of the Islamabad Club underlined the importance
of Martin Luther King Day and talked about the Martin Luther
King Reading Room, a library featuring American resource
material, established at the Islamabad Club by the U.S. Embassy
on August 20, 2009. He also announced that the Islamabad Club
plans to screen films on the life of the Martin Luther King in the
coming weeks.
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Americans Celebrate
Achievements of Martin Luther King .

Civil rights giant fought for principles with universal applicability
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The last official portrait taken of the entire King family. The photo was taken in the study of Ebenezer Baptist Church in 1966. From left are Dexter King, Yolanda
King (standing next to MLK), Martin Luther King Jr., Bernice King (sitting on Coretta’s lap), Coretta Scott King and Martin Luther King lll. (AP Photo/AJC)
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Americans on each third Monday of January honor the
life and achievements of the Reverend Martin Luther
King Jr. (1929-1968), the 1964 Nobel Peace laureate
and the individual most associated with the triumphs
of the African-American civil rights movement during
the 1950s and 1960s. As a political organizer, supremely
skilled orator and advocate of nonviolent protest, King
was pivotal in persuading his fellow Americans to end
the legal segregation that prevailed throughout the
South and parts of other regions, and in sparking support
for the civil rights legislation that established the legal
framework for racial equality in the United States.

Dr. King was among those champions of justice
whose influence transcended national boundaries. A
student of the philosophy and principles of nonviolence
enunciated by Mohandas Gandhi (1869-1948), King
in 1959 traveled to India, where he studied Gandhi’s
legacy in-depth. Mrs. Coretta Scott King calls Gandhi
her husband’s “political mentor.” Nelson Mandela while
accepting the 1993 Nobel Peace Prize, similarly credited
Dr. King as his predecessor in the effort to resolve justly
the issues of racism and human dignity.

Son of a prominent Atlanta pastor Martin Luther
King Sr., King at the age of 26 completed a doctorate
in theology at Boston University. In 1954, while
completing his dissertation, King accepted the pastorate
at the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery,
Alabama. It was in Montgomery the following year that
Rosa Parks, an African-American seamstress, was jailed
for refusing to give up her seat on a segregated municipal
bus to a white passenger. The incident sparked the
Montgomery Bus Boycott, in which the city’s African-
Americans refused to patronize its segregated bus system.

In 1957, King was among the founders of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). This was
an alliance of black ministers and churches organized
to pursue nonviolent direct action against segregation.
SCLC leaders hoped to change public opinion and to
complement the legal challenges to segregation pursued
by the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP). King was a dynamic force
within the SCLC, emerging as its leading fund-raiser
and as a skillful political tactician who successfully
forged alliances with sympathetic Northern whites.

During the early 1960s, King and the SCLC initiated
a number of peaceful protests against segregated
institutions. In May 1963, Birmingham, Alabama,
Police Commissioner Eugene “Bull” Connor unleashed
police dogs and high-pressure fire hoses against peaceful
demonstrators, many of them schoolchildren. The
images horrified the nation. King was arrested during
these demonstrations and from his jail cell produced
Letter From Birmingham City Jail, in which he

argued that one who breaks an unjust law to arouse the
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(AP Photo)

President Barack Obama, left foreground, speaks during services at Vermont Avenue Baptist Church in

Washington Sunday, Jan. 17, 2010, the eve of the federal holiday marking the birth of slain civil rights
leader Martin Luther King. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais)
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consciousness of his community “is in reality expressing
the highest respect for law,” provided he acts “openly,
lovingly and with a willingness to accept the penalty.” That
August, African-American leaders organized the March
on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. Here, before an
estimated quarter million civil rights supporters gathered
at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, King offered one
of the most powerful orations in American history.

'The images from Birmingham and Washington helped
crystallize support for the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
signed into law by President Lyndon B. Johnson on July
2, 1964. In 1965, the violent Selma, Alabama, police
response to a voting rights march sparked a similar surge
in support for King, the civil rights movement and for
legislation guaranteeing the right of political participation.
Consequently, the Voting Rights Act became law on
August 6, 1965.

With the passage of these civil rights laws, Dr. King
continued to employ his strategy of nonviolent social
protest even as some younger leaders at times argued for
more radical means. King also broadened his agenda to
encompass efforts to focus attention on African-American
poverty. Dr. King was in Memphis, Tennessee, in support
of striking black garbage workers when, on April 4, 1968,
an assassin’s bullet cut him down at the age of 39.
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Alumni Connect

My name is
Kamal ud Din
and I hail from
Pakistan. 1 lost

my eye sight
when 1 was 18
years old. At

that time I was
a student of the pre-engineering science
group at the Intermediate level, and my aim
was to become an aeronautical engineer.
A few days before the final examinations
I had an attack of T.B Meningitis and I
suffered from bilateral optic atrophy. For
4 years, ] made every possible effort to
regain my vision, but all in vain. Finally,
my doctor, Jaleel ul Doula advised me to
plan my future in terms of blindness, for
he thought there was almost no chance of
regaining the vision.

1 started my studies again. The first thing
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Professor Dr. Kamaluddin with his dissertation Director Kenneth Sherwood.
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1 did was to learn Braille, and a very kind
man and my benefactor, Mr. Faruque Alj
Shah, a visiting lecturer in University Law
College, the University of the Punjab,
taught me Braille and told me not to cry
over spilt milk but try to create something
better out of what I had lost. This advice
broughtaboutasea-change in myapproach
to life. Now I started thinking how I could
improve the quality of my life. I realized
that if T accepted the blindness passively
considering it the Will of God or fate, my
life would become miserable and I would
be a defeated person. I wanted neither to
be defeated nor my life to be miserable,
so I decided to fight against so called fate
with this conviction that I would win
because I have the “unconquerable will.”
So I started my studies again.

I took the Intermediate exams, not

in the pre-engineering group but in
the humanities. I again joined my old
school, Forman Christian College, for a
Bachelor of Arts degree and did an MLA.
in English Language and Literature

from the same institution.

When the

F.C. College, Lahore

PR AT
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University of the Punjab started M.Phil
(English Literature) classes for the first
time in 1993,1 joined the University of the
Punjab, Lahore Pakistan and did M.Phil.
I also went to the University of Leeds
(1985) and the University of Aberdeen
(1991) UK. to attend the British Council
Summer Schools on Teaching of English
as a Foreign Language and Contemporary
issues in English Language and Literature
respectively. I won a Fulbright scholarship
in 1994 and came to New Orleans to do
independent research on American Life
and Literature.

Iwasagainawardeda Fulbrightscholarship
in 2005 to work on a Ph.D. First I was
sent to BLIND Inc.,(May 21- August 21
2005) a training center for the blind, where
1 was given training, particularly mobility
and home management training so that I
could lead an independent life during my
stay in the United States. BLIND Inc.
turnished me not only physical skills but
also strengthened my faith that blindness
is not a disability but an attitude and that
blind people can make things happen if
they have the will. During my stay in
BLIND Inc., Fulbright provided me an
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opportunity to attend the Annual National
Convention of the National Federation of
the Blind from July 1-7. This convention
removed any doubts (if I had any) that
nothing is impossible for a blind person,
if they are given proper training and
opportunity to prove their worth. With
new confidence in myself, I came to
Indiana Pennsylvania, on August 21 and
joined Indiana University Of Pennsylvania
in Fall Semester 2005 and completed
the course work without any difficulty,
scoring ‘A’ in every subject in all four
semesters. | also succeeded in qualifying
the candidacy and comprehensive exams
in May, 2006, and June, 2007 respectively.
In January 2007, I was assisted by the
Fulbright Program to attend a seminar
arranged by National Federation of the
Blind, in Washington D.C., where I had
an opportunity to visit Congress and meet
some of the Representatives. I requested
them to allocate a specific amount for the
education and training of the blind all
over the world, but Pakistan in particular
out of the fund for educational purposes
provided by the US. Government
to different countries of the world.
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Representative, Mr. Pitt of Pennsylvania,
took up the subject with the Department
of State, which promised to look into the
matter, after the rehabilitation of Kashmir’s
earthquake victims. So far nothing has
happened in this respect, but I have a
sense of accomplishment, for 1 have the
satisfaction that I was able to convey my
feelings and thinking to the authorities
concerned. I also attended National
Convention of the National Federation of
the Blind (NFB) from July1-7, 2007, in
Atlanta, Georgia, where the Federationists
declared their independence by staging
“the Independence March” to Centennial
Olympic Park. I also took part in this
march and, felt myself free from any kind
of dependence on others. On my return
to the university, I was a changed man, for
1 have attained a level of confidence that 1
had not known before.

After comprehensive exams, my real
test of nerves and physical endurance
began. It’s not only that American Ph.D.
programs are demanding but also the area
that I chose for my dissertation—African
American woman’s poetry - is something
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new for Pakistani teachers as well as
students. I chose a topic that a Pakistani
man might not likely opt for his doctoral

dissertation.

My dissertation analyzes and studies
Gwendolyn Brooks’s women characters,
particularly mothers, as the symbol of
struggle and subversion against the pre-
existing ideas and image of African
American women in American society.
I applied the Black Feminist theory and
Bakhtin's theory of dialogism and looked
at Brooks’s works in the Pakistani feminist
context as well. My goal was to finish it
in time so that I would not have to request
for extra time and funds. 1 succeeded in
my efforts for I finished my dissertation in
August, 2008 and successfully defended it
on September 4th. After completing my
Ph.D. in English literature from Indiana
University of Pennsylvania, I returned to
Pakistan and have resumed my work as a
professor of English at Forman Christian
Coliege.

Now my priority is to set up a center in
which visually impaired students will be
introduced to NFB philosophy, and to
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teach them the use of computer with the
adaptive technology. Wherever I may be,
whatever I may be, I will never forget the
lessons that the Fulbright Program has
taught me—understanding among people
belonging to different nations and cultures;
the ability to adapt oneself to social and
cultural conditions of the society one is in;
and assimilation and appreciation of the
culture and values of nations with which
one is interacting.

During my stay in the United States
and while pursuing my Ph.D. program,
I always kept 3 principles in mind: the
first principle, I learnt from my venerated
and beloved teacher, late Professor Talat
Mehmood who always used to say, “life
demands a price for everything it gives to
man’: the second principle is the gift from
the teachers of BLIND Inc. Minneapolis,
Minnesota and it is based on NFB’s
philosophy of independence and the faith
that we (blind) can make it happen if we
will: and the third and final lesson is from
a British poet, Robert Browning’s poem
“Prospice™ "I was ever a fighter, so--one

fight more, The best and the last!
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The State of North Carolina is situated on the Atlantic
Seaboard in the southeastern United States. And it borders
South Carolina and Georgia to the south, Tennessee to
the west and Virginia to the north. Its capital is Raleigh,
and its largest city is Charlotte. North Carolina was one
of the original English Thirteen Colonies, and was in the
beginning known as Province of Carolina.

It’s a New Year, and if you just received a brand new set of
vacation days, you're probably already thinking up ways to
use them. Check out some of NC'’s best bets and insider
tips in the Ideas & Escapes journey, and start dreaming
up your 2010 getaway today!

If you're looking for a something a little more immediate,
we've got that covered, too. North Carolina has the
highest ski and snowboard areas in the South, as well
as ice skating, snow tubing, and even frozen waterfall
climbing! Whether you're looking for adventure or
relaxation, mountains or beaches, cities or wilderness,
you'll find it in North Carolina!

Majestic snow capped peaks, rugged trails winding
through forests with early spring buds, lush foliage
bursting with brilliant color; these are the North Carolina
Mountains, timeless and serene.

You won' find a better spot to view the world than from
the top of a mountain. Start with a scenic drive on the Blue
Ridge Parkway or through the Great Smoky Mountains
National Park. Both of these roads close during the winter
months because of snow, but magnificent vistas await the
traveler during all the other seasons. If its snow you want,
try one of the many ski resorts from Beech Mountain to
Maggie Valley. Even if you don't ski, the hot cocoa is a
warm reward after a snowball fight.
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Attic Window Peak at Grandfather Mountain is surrounded by fall foliage near
Linville. (AP Photo)
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When the snow thaws, you can hike the
Appalachian Trail, or find a wealth of hiking,
biking and horseback riding trails in the Pisgah
National Forest or the Nantahala National Forest
and the many state parks scattered throughout the
mountains.

Attractions abound, from the renowned Biltmore
Estate to Grandfather Mountain with its famous
Mile High Swinging Bridge. The Cradle of
Forestry in America is a great place to learn about
one of our greatest natural resources, and the 426~
acre North Carolina Arboretum has the finest

A coat of rime ice covers
the vegetation on top of
Grandfather Mountain.
(AP Photo)
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Southeastern United
States. Nearby Pack Place Education, Arts &
Science Center houses five of Asheville’s premier
attractions, including the Colburn Earth Science
Museum and the Asheville Art Museum.

The history and culture of the Appalachian
people can be found everywhere, from the ancient
Cherokee to the Waldensians to modern day
settlers. Visit the Cherokee Heritage Center and

bonsai collection in the
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the Museum of the Cherokee Indian and see the
outdoor drama, “Unto These Hills” to learn more
about the proud heritage of these Native Americans.
The Folk Art Center in Asheville is home to the
Southern Highland Craft Guild which displays the
works of artists and crafters steeped in Appalachian
traditions.

Wiriters and actors have always found the North
Carolina Mountains inspiring. Author Thomas
Wolfe made his home in Asheville, while Historic
Hendersonville and Flat Rock were home to poet
Carl Sandburg. Here too is where you'll find the
Flat Rock Playhouse which is the State Theatre of
North Carolina, offering a full season of professional
theater from April to October and classes year-
round.

Not far from Flat Rock is Lake Lure, much used
as a filming location for numerous movies, most
notably, Dirty Dancing. Here you'll find the Lake
Lure Inn and Spa, a great place to pamper yourself
and unwind. Asheville too has a number of luxurious
spas including the historic Grove Park Inn Resort

& Spa.

So, whether it's swooshing down the slopes,
immersing yourself in Appalachian culture,
luxuriating in a world-class spa, or just enjoying the
view, you're sure to have a great time. Snow

North Carolina’s recreational offerings have global
appeal, from shipwreck diving off the Outer Banks

to world-class golfing in Pinehurst. Lesser known [
— but rapidly growing in reputation — are the state’s P

winter-season pursuits. North Carolina is blessed
with a mild climate, but the mountainous western
part of the state can experience snowfall levels
equivalent to those in more northern reaches of the
country.

North Carolina, without question, is the most
frequented destination for snow-sports enthusiasts
living in the surrounding Southeastern states.
Increasingly, it lures skiers, snowboarders and tube
riders from every point. North Carolina’s diverse
geography supports a burgeoning ski industry.
It features seven resorts along its Appalachian
Mountains spine, plus an additional area dedicated
solely to tubing.

Ski Beech on Beech Mountain literally sits atop the
state’s ski offerings. It boasts the highest elevation
(5,506 feet) of any ski resort on the Eastern Seaboard,
not just in North Carolina, and averages 60 inches
of annual snowfall. Ski Beech celebrated its 40th
anniversary in 2007 and received a proclamation
from the state general assembly for its four decades
of service. Lodging and ski package deals can be
found on its website.
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Hikers ascend Mt. Buckley
along the Appalachian
Trail in the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park.
(AP Photo)
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Helping the people of Pakistan
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Muhammad
Abid displays his
science project |
at Gunchatar

Boys’ School in
Pakistan
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of Teaching
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US Helps Standards of Education SIS S HE AL

Rise in remote Northeast of Pakistan

Gunchattar ~ Even before the earthquake in il Lﬂf{'ﬁf% = L /L2005 /-;('-"7;(
October, 2005, inspiring students to lear'n was o:f@ﬂ((dbfé!;icﬁofwé J;lﬁ ikl

no easy task for schoolteachers in Pakistan’s

remote and rugged Azad,Jammu,and Kashmir -/~ L”kaé w/,ibwcfyl-f/Jl/J/J(:ufué

(AJK) region. Pupils never seemed interested

in getting past rote learning or embracing -Zfzuﬁ’u:f)d/ufi-’ok/”iu'*vu'ﬂl
mathematical and scientific concepts. )"/:‘:)J;ilﬁd:ﬁ'g,{/lpﬁé:uz‘/ga?(,(é.ﬂ]uﬁﬁ')l’
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After the destruction that resulted when the
earthquake struck the foothills of AJK, the
United States built a new school for teachers
and students in the town of Gunchattar as part
of its infrastructure reconstruction program,
but also gave the teaching staff new skills to
fundamentally change the way their students
looked at learning.

A new teacher training program supported by
the U.S. Agency for International Development
introduced a new active-learning methodology to
help teachers observe students’ behavior, analyze
their unique learning needs and potential, and
understand their individual differences.

“In the training workshop I discovered how to
bring students’ hidden talents out and evoke their
curiosity,” Shafique Khan, a teacher at Gunchattar
Boys’ School, said. “I also learned that different
students learn in different ways related to their
personalities and interests.”

After the training, Shafique observed how some
students learned more effectively by creating
mental pictures of different concepts, especially in
science. Taking a new approach, he encouraged
them to learn different conceptual models by
drawing and labeling them.

Elated over his students’ overwhelming response,
Shafique proposed that his students participate
in a science competition against schools in a
neighboring district.

His school showcased their science projects in

front of a large audience and won first prize.
At this success, the students were so enthused
that they immediately started preparing for an
upcoming district level competition.

“Since Mr. Khan changed his way of teaching,
we have a totally new attitude about school,”
said Muhammad Abid, a seventh grader at the
school. “He takes care of our indjvidual needs
and encourages us. Now I want to become a
scientist.”

In five years, USAID expects to train at least
10,000 teachers by the end of its Long Term
Investment in Learning Program in AJK to help
communities improve the quality of classroom
instruction and learning by training teachers
with these interactive, activity-based learning
and student-centered methods.
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Publisher: -l

Yale University Press (2009),
Paperback,

The speech

Pages:

320
ISBN 9780300158595

Includes the entire text of “I1 Have A Dream”

“I have a dream”™—no words are more widely recognized, or
more often repeated, than those called out from the steps of
the Lincoln Memorial by Martin Luther King, Jr., in 1963.
King’s speech, elegantly structured and commanding in tone,
has become shorthand not only for his own life but for the
entire civil rights movement. In this new exploration of the
“I have a dream” speech, Eric J. Sundquist places it in the
history of American debates about racial justice—debates as
old as the nation itself—and demonstrates how the speech,
an exultant blend of grand poetry and powerful elocution,
perfectly expressed the story of African American freedom.

This book is the first to set King’s speech within the cultural
and rhetorical traditions on which the civil rights leader
drew in crafting his oratory, as well as its essential historical
contexts, from the early days of the republic through present-
day Supreme Court rulings. At a time when the meaning of
the speech has been obscured by its appropriation for every
conceivable cause, Sundquist clarifies the transformative
power of King’s “Second Emancipation Proclamation” and
its continuing relevance for contemporary arguments about
equality.
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Ask the
onsul

“Your chance to ask the Consul General at the U.S5. Embas-
sy, Islamabad your visa related question”
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Q: I have heard that the fees for Machine-Readable Visas may

be increasing soon. Is this true? J’&U,ﬁ”.‘gwo'flﬁ/&,L’#J’:«T/L(nC;;*ﬁM{wJﬁu?méyl}lJ
The Department has proposed raising Machine-Readable Visa -WWW.regulations.QO\“l{;f,E?lLb‘r’Vg.;:/;q{.l?b/‘;/?d//?

(MRV) and Border Crossing Card (BCC) fees in order to ensure that r H s - # .
we have sufficient resources to meet the increasing cost of processing 51 40/(""’2 U"?Jy'iﬂd’.lz’t J’Z"—"’.’"ﬁlut‘?‘l"ﬁzdl’/

nonimmigrant visas (NIVs). The proposed total new MRV fee for o N TRE
H, L, O, P, Q_and R visas would be $150; for E visas $390, and K ;L'P U

visas $350. All other categories, including B-1/B-2, F, J, and adult £l 1) # o swr St TS .
BCCs, would increase to $140. The fee for BCCs for minors would Fletl? L..,Cr:{d/ {’H”'; v ”’J/‘f'd/’/JLU’JL’g?A"‘?

increase from $13 to $14 by virtue of a congressionally mandated g,y’l?Kg@l}lﬁw/)}g%lgk?j@}f,';,-g_ﬁ/gzi_/jéuﬁ"d,ﬂ
surcharge. The Department will receive comments on the proposed .

fee changes for 60 days, and after considering fully those comments le,bu,:,/g)gtMyy}”},ﬁ{/lgﬁf%&/ﬂ(;&dw]ug"‘L,
will submit a final rule. Only after that final rule is published will g.‘.’uxr/bﬂ(@}d'-wib/t/ﬁdl‘"j’i’"uuw’,l"?-/2&/"'@ 4

fee changes go into effect. To view and comment on the rule go to / j
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Q: Why is the Department of State increasing the basic
nonimmigrant visa (NIV) application fee to $140 from its
current amount of $1312

The Department is required by law to recover the cost of
processing nonimmigrant visas through the collection of the
MRV fee. Periodically, independent contractors conduct a
Cost of Service Study to determine direct and indirect costs
to the U.S. Government of providing consular services, such
as nonimmigrant visas. Such a study was completed in June
using an activity-based costing model, which is standard
for estimating the cost of government services. The Study
determined that the cost of accepting, adjudicating, and
issuing nonimmigrant visas will be greater than $131 in Fiscal
Year 2010, which began October 1, 2009. Also, since the last
fee increase in 2008, there have been new security-related
costs, new IT systems have been put in place, and there is
a new mandate from Congress to charge nonimmigrant visa
applicants $1 to support programs to combat trafficking in
persons.

Q: When do the new NIV visa fees go into effect?

The Department is proposing these new fees in a Federal
Register notice, but will not implement them until it reviews
and considers any comments received from the public and
publishes a final rule. Applicants must start paying the new
processing fees once the Department publishes that second,
final rule.

Q: Why is the Department establishing new, higher fees

for certain types of nonimmigrant visas which previously
cost $§131, the same as all other nonimmigrant visas?

An independent study of consular operations costs shows that
certain categories of nonimmigrant visas are more complicated
and require more in-depth consideration than most other
categories of nonimmigrant visas. Therefore, those categories
of nonimmigrant visas have higher unit costs. The cost of
accepting, adjudicating, and issuing the following categories
of visas are appreciably higher than for other categories: E
(treaty trader and investor); H (temporary worker or trainee);
K (fiancé(e)); L (intracompany transferee); O (alien with
extraordinary ability); P (athlete, artist or entertainer); Q_
(international cultural exchange visitors); and R (religious
worker). Each of these visa categories requires a review of
extensive documentation and a more in-depth interview of the
applicant than other categories, such as tourists.

Q: Will this fee increase discourage people from traveling
to the United States?

The proposed fees accurately reflect the processing costs
incurred and regulations require full cost recovery through fees.
Past increases in nonimmigrant visa fees did not negatively
impact the number of applications received worldwide. The
Department is aware that this fee increase may suppress the
demand for nonimmigrant visas in some countries. However,
the cost is still small compared to the cost of round-trip airfare
from most countries to the United States. Most visas issued
worldwide are tourist visas with a validity of ten years, meaning
the bearer can visit the United States as often as he or she likes
for ten years.
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VideQgraphy — B

1 - 2 —
Remembrance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
http://www.whitehouse.gov/photos-and-video/video/president-obama-
dr-kings-legacy

The President Obama speaks about the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

and the importance of persistence in achieving broader goals in remarks at

the Vermont Avenue Baptist Church in Washington, D.C.
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