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An autumn sunsets drapes El Capitan and the Yosemite valley
with warm light in Yosemite National Park in this Oct. 21, 199
file photo. (AP Photo/Ben Margot, File}
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A sole plant grows out of a dry lake bed in Carpineni, Moldo
Tuesday, April 22, 2008. Moldova, the poorest country in
Europe, has suffered droughts in four of the past five years
and low rainfall over the past three years have led to severel
diminished harvest in Moldova, which relies on agriculture ft
70 percent of its GDP. (AP Photo/John McConnico)
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Dear Readers:

The April edition of Khabr-o-Nazar focuses on a
theme that affects all of us. Preserving and protecting
the environment is a challenge not only for nations but
also for the individual. On April 22 each year for more
than three decades, Americans have observed Earth Day
to celebrate the complexity and diversity of the Earth’s
natural resources and to take stock of their stewardship
of nature’s gifts. ‘The commemoration of Earth Day
encourages and celebrates achievements that improve the
quality of our communities, parks, rivers, lakes, and private
and public lands. Earth Day has become an international
celebration that highlights the importance of preserving
our environment for the next generation.

April’s feature stories cover: the history of Earth Day, the
newly appointed special U.S. Envoy for Climate Change
and a message from Ambassador Patterson highlighting
the importance of World Tuberculosis Day. We are also
very pleased to have received a large number of responses
to our “Question of the Month.” As promised, the two
winning essays are included in this month’s Khabr-o-Nazar
as well as three honorable mentions. You will also notice
that in this month’s “Seize the Opportunity” column, we
have again highlighted the Fulbright Scholarship. The
Fulbright Scholarship is one of the most prestigious
U.S. Government sponsored scholarship programs. We
strongly encourage all those that qualify to apply.

Once again, we thank you for your continued support of the
Khabr-o-Nazar magazine. We always welcome and enjoy
your comments and look forward to hearing from you.

Ao Fr

Lou Fintor

Editor-in-Chief and Press Attaché

US Embassy Islamabad

E -mail: infoisb@state.gov

Website: http//Islamabad.usembassy.gov
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“Responses from our readers”

I am pleased to veceive the January-February issue of Khabr-
0-Nazar magazine. I found It intevesting and went t/wougﬁ a
mméergfaih'der. It very informative for those people who
want to know about the Amevican history, potitics, wu}/pfltfe
and other institutions. The latest issue was wuch wmproved as
a vesult 7’ some impressive sequents. The articles reﬁaﬂléﬂﬁ
Marthin Luther King Jr. and President Gevrge WMthm are
achievements 7’ these great Amevican leaders. The magazine is a
WWM‘?{W“ W/WW;@?W(:#W
United States among the people af Pakistan.

Hzlmaszuda/t Yaqubi

(Istamabad)
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I very much like Visit the S0 States’ column. This enables us
a free excursion #W U.S. — without visa and Hcket: But we
cannot partake M)mwwmm, ZW@]%‘VAW!'W theve
k'mfadéét}/zrf&wtevmm our avea nov do wv/wwemadeqmte

/mymlf}/rtem. OM:kaéaWdMeamdktheWMﬂ&ff

Balochistan. I would also like to :theymfwadt/wjovd work

that the U.S. kdoﬂgﬁvthe?mjrmmtdprwdy sz’the[mzp{e
irfPakxis’Z-m, efpea‘alg/m the Wt/tqm/(e Wit aveas zy"t/w NWEP.

Chandhwy Khalid Ameen (BM%ML)
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I wmust amﬁm#ulate your ﬁr L'mhfoducénj a number zy’

smprovements in the wwn/tﬁé/ Khaéf—o—Na%n The vecent issue is

indeed very well-produced.

Zahid Malik (Idamabad)

t/‘_}};g@»{L!,/J/wugkiwvoﬁuﬁ‘}'f,j’;mu:
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Tkt - ats
I vecetved the jMW)//FeW)/ Lssue zrf"Km&mofNa@ 7 was

mazmgéz /m/;;ﬂ}/ to see the whole new outlovk zy"t/w magazine. I

veally like the new layout of the magazine. “Seize the Opportunity”
is a very useful colwmn fov the students. I will like to suggest

you tok&pmzﬂbﬁ%@wﬂdamwﬁérﬂwmﬂw[
and cultural programs. “Visit the 50 States” is very mﬂ( sevies
thmugh which we get to W about the particular state as well
as dtj'j‘&rent aspects 17’ American society. 1 read/v Leked “Léémr)/
C/mﬂenﬂe Project” 1 think t/wough this project W z'f/frequd
bovtes will be mdefm&todwﬂudewﬁz'rfwfh—qma/fe&ed
aveas, Al other articles ave also very Meﬁd and mﬁrrma,twe and
I would like to congratulate all the team. of the MAGazise.
Guizar Usmani (Lahore)
55 1 B 2ty i 56,2009 S5
S L Viosbe Crt$Tegean o mnin b n
L u:w/f)L LAute e L L url‘.,)u:
cSus L Aoy LSSt e Ly Sy
al.}’*uk_/gé QFLJUI{AL J%M&L)L’”cxl(f
G O S8 T Ui L o ot el
I L G L S Ta e P 2
Toslle L u;&au;_&gn uc'u‘”‘l/'J.,:f,nguJ‘
[ﬁ’V“JJV/&LJU}&L)"”MH%U’@W/.CJ;/?
«c‘-ﬁ)wl:’

i) ek



&

LookingiorAnswers

“Looking for answers" gives our readers a voice to PP LA sl 2 ey L e e iz
comment and share their views on myriad topics that are F g % & 4 =
4 A . b e - 1 -5 - T ] 4
shaping our world. Each edition of “Looking for Answers" w"b%’(uﬁ”b‘ "‘J:L/d/ ”JJL”O/N‘?‘L t/f/ o
poses a question to you (our readers) and invites you AP ot Ut S ™ (o SE Sy L

to share your thoughts with us in short essay form. All o D w=r )
submissions will be reviewed by the Public Affairs Section ~ d—07 b.MEbssla® ol Kt Wbl s

of the US. Embassy. Two "monthly winners" will be G L o A i ag oy - P
: : S o T I o 5 . 13200l 2o
chosen and have their essays published in the subsequent WIRo s L/w " {"k’y 2 Kbl hls-¥

edition of Khabr-o-Nazar. Winners will also receive a &Jl’bj'u,,f’c—,f‘ig J_,t“,xge,é,'b,h, & JL@J(‘EG&K&/GJ
prize from the Public Affairs Section. Along with the two G " : 5 e
monthly winners, three “"Honorable mentions" will receive U:‘M'J"(L‘?g"/ Mﬁ(dwj’kﬂw':/ﬁf ”“‘ka’”&f" - K‘-‘?

certificates. B O/ u:fte Sl

The following are the official guidelines for essay . - . .

submissions: i Wil IS nd
m Essays should not exceed 250 words -%’—.‘ftﬁﬂd’%’pﬁ—gw"’du’j’uﬂ u

m All essay submissions must be sent electronically to l?.df_flj,,:u,}g infoisb@state.gov.y/;'é delg.fu/rﬁ ]
infoisb@state.gov or via mail

m All essays must focus on the question presented in " 4 ; - &
the most current edition of “"Looking for Answers" Lo Al Sy Sen s Srsb e m

[ Deadtlir?e for submission of essays is the 25th of every -4.5;.:1725 Jr'i'/:z?ﬁ' $AT Jé_ vy A m
month. ; =

- " O Ze 2 = . -
m All submissions must include the submitter's complete L lnz 67 ’.L/'f”’ﬁ{ CEEEdI7LY Gur AL grlls m
name, telephone number and home or work address.

-‘Ldﬂﬁ
m Essays will be published in the forthcoming editions s o 51 S
of Khabr-o-Nazar. 'Ld: lngdl}u.‘.'uuh» 'L}J’/?‘j:w "
m Winner will receive a prize mailed to their indicated -(L(glgg_ﬂfgu,@(b?l/?“%éé.:ﬁ@uffyyK u
address.
Question i
| Gt (S 0o
ortme MIONTH ko il
What are some of the daily actions you d;,LgJé’_LMLJ;Q&}b

undertake to respond to the global

5 VR 2 T 7 22
effort to protect the environment? B g LTt 12l 02
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Winning Article

Pregident Obama’s

Vision [lf

By: Abdul Shakoor, Advocate (Multan)

President Obama’s commitment to bring about change in U.S.
internal and external policies for the people of America is very
clear. Whatever ideals he dreamt for the American nation,
he has started working to realize them. For the Americans,
the very first change is a change in the history of this nation.
Mr. Obama, the 44th President of the United States, has
made history; in fact this historic change is brought about by
none other than the people of America themselves. January
20, 2009 can be described as a day of historic change, as the
first African-American took the oath of the President of the
United States. 'This change portrayed the American nation as
a tolerant, liberal and democratic country.

Mr. Obama has started working to bring this change in
different ways as promised during his election campaign. The
war policies of his predecessor had badly damaged the U.S.
image both within and outside the U.S. Now President Obama
is reviewing these policies, and planning to withdraw troops
from several countries. The whole world, including the people
of the United States, appreciate this change. It is a surprise
for the Americans to see that President Obama has appointed
his former presidential rival Senator Hillary Clinton, as the
new Secretary of State. No sooner had Barack Obama assumed
responsibility as the U.S. President; he stepped up efforts to
strengthen democracy across the globe as well as in Pakistan.
All such changes were Mr. Obama’s vision.

He has eased hatred against the Americans in the world,
particularly in the Muslim states, by bringing about changes
in U.S. foreign policy and taking several peace initiatives.
His policies aim to bring peace, love, and prosperity through
dialogue.

Such are a few policies of President Obama that will help
fulfill his promises and commitments that he made during the
election campaign. These policies that herald change are being
celebrated not only in the U.S,, but also in the entire world.
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Winning Article

A surge of Happiness
r S e

By: Inam Gohar (Hyderabad)

Governments are formed and dissolved. Every government aspires,
using the best available resources, high mental capabilities and effective
policies, to find out durable solutions to the problems facing nation and
the country, which could guarantee peace and stability, prosperity and
progress. On 20th January, President Barack Obama took oath as the
President of the United States of America and conveyed the message
to the world community to seek after such ambitions. His message was
welcomed with a great surge of happiness. He received tremendous
positive response, thanks to his positive and constructive thinking which
offered solutions to the problems and ways to combat the challenges
jointly and make efforts for peace, stability, unity, mutual understanding
and cooperation.

There is no denying the fact that no single country can eliminate
or address the alarming threat of terrorism unless there is mutual
understanding, collaboration, strong diplomacy based on principles.
This collaboration is extremely important, and President Obama has
effectively demonstrated it in his policies where friendly cooperation
based on equality has been greatly emphasized. This will surely unite the
whole world to one platform.

This will undoubtedly usher in a new era where universal brotherhood
and unity will reign supreme, rising above parochial differences and
personal gains. Every country, in its own capacity, keeping in view the
interests of others, will play positive and active role. In Barack Obama, the
American nation has selected its leader by sidelining all petty differences
of caste, color and creed. We do hope that President Obama will prove
to be flag-bearer of universal peace, cooperation and friendship.
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Honorable Mention . .* 2/ fi

Ghulam Qasim Mujahid Baloch, Dera Ghazi Khan
Sardar Abdul Hameed Khan, Azad Jammu & Kashmir
Air Marshal (retd) Khurshid Anwar Mirza, Lahore
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Obama Makes

Climate Change

a National Priority
Secretary of State | ' » J e ] - ]
Hillary Clinton names '

Todd Stern as the

new special envoy for
climate change
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Climate change is a planetary process, but its effects — sea level
rise, shrinking glaciers, changes in plant and animal distribution,
early-blooming trees, permafrost thaws — are regional and

local.

Some of the effects are already occurring, and the newly installed
Obama administration is moving fast to put the United States
in a leadership position to work with nations of the world and
meet the challenges of climate change and energy security.

On January 26, President Obama signed two related presidential
memorandums. In what he called “a down payment on a broader
and sustained effort to reduce our dependence on foreign oil,”
Obama directed the Department of Transportation to establish
higher fuel efficiency standards for carmakers’ 2011 model year.

The second memo directed the Environmental Protection Agency
to reconsider a petition by California to set more stringent limits
for greenhouse gas emissions from motor vehicles than those set
by the federal government.

SPECIAL ENVOY FOR CLIMATE CHANGE

On the same day, at the U.S. State Department, Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton introduced Todd Stern as the nation's new
special envoy for climate change.

“With the appointment of a special envoy,” Clinton said, “we are
sending an unequivocal message that the United States will be
energetic, focused, strategic and serious about addressing global
climate change and the corollary issue of clean energy.”

Stern will serve as a principal adviser on international climate
policy and strategy and as the administration’s chief climate
negotiator. He will lead U.S. efforts in U.N. negotiations and
will be a lead participant in developing climate and clean energy
policy.

“Containing climate change will require nothing less than
transforming the global economy from a high-carbon [dioxide]
to a low-carbon energy base,” said Stern, who in the 1990s
coordinated the Clinton administration’s climate change efforts
and was senior White House representative at U.N. climate
negotiations in Kyoto, Japan, and Buenos Aires, Argentina.
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Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, second right, chats with Mark Norbom, President and CEO of
General Electric Greater China, as US Special Envoy for Climate Change Todd Stern, left, and Wang Yongliang,
the General Manager of the Taiyanggong Gas-Fired thermal Power Plant, right, look on, during a visit to the

plant in Beijing Sturday Fab. 21, 2009. (AP Photo)

SCALING DOWNTO THE LOCAL LEVEL

Climate change often is described as an event that will bring
catastrophe to Earth's inhabitants in the distant future.

But every nation’s farmers, coastal dwellers, emergency planners
and government officials already have experienced the bleeding
edge of changing climate — rising air and sea-surface temperatures,
shrinking arctic ice, lower crop yields, dwindling forests, intense
hurricanes and unrelenting droughts.

There is no shortage of evidence that the planet faces a climate crisis,
but there is a severe shortage of one thing that will help villages,
towns, cities and regions protect themselves and their ecosystems
against the long-term effects of a climate in flux: information.

NATIONAL CLIMATE SERVICE

Weather is the day-to-day state of the atmosphere and its short-term
(minutes to weeks) variation, according to the U.S. National Snow
and Ice Data Center. Climate is statistical weather information that
describes weather variation at a given place averaged over a longer

period, usually 30 years.
NOAA’s National Weather Service provides weather, hydrologic and

climate forecasts and warnings for the United States, its territories
and ocean areas. Weather Service data and products form a national
information database and infrastructure that is available to other
governmental agencies, the private sector, the public and the global
community.

NOAA also has an operational mandate to monitor and predict
climate, Chet Koblinsky, director of NOAAs Climate Program
Office, said.

With NOAA in the lead, a proposed climate service partnership
would include federal agencies like NASA, the U.S. Geological
Survey, the Environmental Protection Agency, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, the U.S. Forest Service and many
others.

NOAA also would collaborate with academic and private
organizations.
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School chi
as International Earth Day.

Earth Day, April 22, is the annual celebration of
the environment and a time to assess the work still
needed to protect the natural gifts of our planet.
Earth Day has no central organizing force behind
it though several nongovernmental organizations
work to keep track of the thousands of local events
in schools and parks that mark the day.
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[AP"Photo/Mark Hoffman)

Senator Gaylord
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Earth Day is observed around the world,
although nowhere is it a national holiday. In
the United States, it affirms that environmental
awareness is part of the country’s consciousness
and that the idea of protecting the environment,
once the province of a few conservationists, has
moved from the extreme to the mainstream of
American thought.

Gaylord Nelson, a U.S. Senator from
Wisconsin and a long time conservationist
called for an environmental teach-in, or Earth
Day, to be held on April 22, 1970. Over 20
million people participated that year. Senator
Nelson took a leading role in organizing the
celebration, hoping to demonstrate popular
political support for an environmental agenda.

Groundbreaking federal legislation followed
the success of the first Earth Day. The U.S.
Environmental  Protection Agency was
established in 1970, followed by the Clean
Air Act, the Clean Water Act of 1972, and the
Endangered Species Act of 1973. Among the

many far-reaching provisions of these bills was

- the requirement that automobiles use unleaded

gasoline, achieve a minimum number of miles-
per-gallon of gasoline and be equipped with
catalytic converters to reduce the amount of
toxic fumes released by automobile exhaust.

Then, in the wake of this legislative success,
Earth Day seemed to disappear. Though
annual celebrations continued, they failed to
match the size and enthusiasm of the first year.
Earth Day seemed to have become a relic of
the protest days of the early 1970s.

By the late 1980s recycling programs were
established in many communities. By the mid-
1990s these municipal recycling programs
were paying for themselves, the amount of
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trash dumped into landfills was in noticeable
decline, and more than 20 percent of America’s
municipal trash was being converted into
useful products. Corporations, ever conscious
of the desires of the consumer and the bottom
line of profits began to promote themselves
as being environmentally friendly. Many
firms adopted sensible business practices that
increased efficiency and reduced the amounts
of industrial waste.

Earth Day came back in a big way in 1990.
Led by Denis Hayes, a primary organizer
of the first Earth Day, Earth Day 1990
was international in scope. More than 200
million people around the world, ten times
the number in 1970, participated in events
that recognized that the environment had
finally become a universal public concern. The
global momentum continued in 1992 at the
United Nations Conference on Environment
and Development (UNCED), held in Rio
de Janiero, Brazil, where an unprecedented
number of governments and NGOs agreed on
a far-ranging program to promote sustainable
development.

The 25th anniversary of the first Earth Day
in 1995 was a time to assess environmental
progress. In Western countries the news
seemed good, air and water were cleaner,
forests were expanding and many other
environmental indicators were up as well. The
sometimes volatile combination of legislation,
lawsuits brought by NGOs, public education
and more efficient business practices had
made a noticeable and positive effect on the
condition of the environment.

Earth Day, and the awareness it embodies,
continues today. What began in 1970 as
a protest movement has evolved into a
global celebration of the environment and
commitment to its protection. The history of
Earth Day mirrors the growth of environmental
awareness over the last three decades, and the
legacy of Earth Day is the certain knowledge

that the environment is a universal concern.
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(AP Photo/Lee Celano)

Matt Ritter, left, Nico
Reyes, 6, center, and Patrick
Grover all help in planting a
tree along the Los Angeles
River during a community
tree~planting and clean-up
effort as part of Earth Day,
Saturday, April 20,2002, in
the Glassell Park area of Los
Angeles.
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Anne W, Patterson
Ambassador of the United States
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Imost a century ago, America

was locked in a battle against
tuberculosis (TB), which killed
thousands annually and was one of
the leading causes of death in the
United States. Today, even though
a cure for drug-sensitive TB has
existed for more than 50 years, TB
remains second only to HIV among
infectious killers worldwide. It is a
disease that hits the poorest and
most vulnerable groups, especially
women and children. This is why
the World Health Organization
(WHO) recognizes a day each year,
World Tuberculosis Day on March 24th, to call attention to the
disease and to mobilize action to combat it.

One-third of the world’s population is infected with dormant
TB. Approximately 9.2 million people develop the active form of
the disease each year. This highly contagious active form spreads
through the air from one person to another through coughing
and sneezing. About 1.7 million people die annually of TB.

Pakistan ranks eighth among the 22 high-burden tuberculosis
(IB) countries worldwide, according to the World Health
Organization. An estimated 300,000 Pakistanis contract

tuberculosis each year, and 90,000 deaths occur annually due to
TB.

The American people are making major investments to prevent
and control TB in countries around the world where the burden
of the disease is highest. Through our active engagement in the
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STOP TB Partnership, we are a key partner to intense global
efforts to achieve the Partnership’s Global Plan targets to halve
TB prevalence and deaths by 2015 relative to 1990 levels.
Achieving this goal could save 14 million lives, not to mention
the economic benefits for nations.

There is good news to share. According to The 2009 Global
Tuberculosis Control Report, released today by the WHO, TB
prevalence and death rates are falling globally, while detection of
new cases of TB and access to high-quality anti-TB treatments
are on the rise. Three of six regions in the world (Americas,
Eastern Mediterranean and South-East Asia) are on track to
achieve the Global Plan’s 2015 targets, and the Western Pacific
Region is making strong strides toward the goal.

From 2006-2008, USAID contributed approximately $6.5
million to TB prevention and control in Pakistan. Supporting
an internationally-proven approach known as DOTS (Directly
Observed Treatment Short Course), USAID funding has
provided training to the technical staff who deliver diagnostic
services and treatment. USAID also supports district-level
managers who supervise and monitor the quality of diagnosis
and treatment of patients with TB. All public health centers
have now adopted the DOTS program. Assistance has largely
focused on the National TB Program, but in addition, USAID
is helping to expand this vital treatment regimen to the private
sector, thus greatly improving identification and treatment of
cases throughout the country. Detection of TB cases has tripled
since 2004, and the treatment success rate has shown solid
improvement.

However, much work remains to be done. Neither Africa nor
Europe is on track to meet the targets. Because HIV fuels the
TB epidemic, the number of HIV-positive TB cases and deaths
are twice what was previously thought. Multi-drug resistant
(MDR) TB threatens to undermine years of progress in TB
control, because the treatment requires different and more costly
drugs. New approaches to diagnose TB, coupled with improved
health delivery systems and stronger community awareness, are
critical to earlier detection and treatment.

The United States remains fully committed to working with all
of our partners to renew the charge against TB. The American
people have donated $3.3 billion to the Global Fund (GF)
since 2002. Almost $1.71 billion has been approved by the
GF for phase 1 and 2 TB grants in 91 countries. Global Fund
investments have provided 3.9 million people with treatment for
tuberculosis.

The United States is the largest single-country bilateral donor
for TB, and since 1998 it has provided more than $777 million
to global TB control programs. The United States is a leading
donor to the Global TB Drug Facility to expand access to, and
availability of, high-quality anti-TB drugs, providing nearly $15
million in 2008. More than 450,000 patients will benefit from
this life-saving assistance from the American people.

On World Tuberculosis Day, the United States renews its pledge
to work with countries and the international community to
successfully implement the Global Plan to Stop TB. The lives of
millions of people across the globe depend on true international
cooperation,
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Celebrating

nrhnr Day'’
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In the 1840s, the Midwestern state of Nebraska was a territory g‘gjwﬂ/’@jg"'gg'"ﬁapd/b’ J.{/’ufz_/“£1840

within a wide prairie. Wben pioneers moved out to settle there, I kULBLTE o Q’!‘U’"U‘Jla.w K&/L/Lﬁléuil}dl&cu?u
they found few trees to build houses or to burn for fuel. There was

no shade from the sun or wind, and crops did not grow well in the i&a./uﬂladju(uwybﬂd.t u&ufi d{u{duﬁuuv &l

dry earth. . i . T
) 2SI G T L e ST AU E K
J. Sterling Morton was one of those pioneers who moved to the ~ - * :

treeless Nebraska territory. He and his wife planted trees immediately - gf&qdz,/d{ld{u:w

after moving from their home town of Detroit, Michigan. Morton . L. s - ba o L7,
was a journalist, and later the editor, for Nebraska’s first newspaper. LU‘LV’/{F’/" VP& JUUt AL ldﬁJﬂu'wL_ﬂ//l-;

In his writings he advocated planting trees to help life on this vast ~_2 ; 7., céétfz_léjﬁb‘fﬁ)‘dﬂ Smph & T

barren plain.
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the State Board of Agriculture in January 1872, Morton proposed Lé&ﬂ/tﬂ/’ﬁ%@/’d:w//&’Z-U/'-Z-fﬁj'élu’&égf'/f
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He became the secretary of the Nebraska Territory. At a meeting of




that citizens of the new state of Nebraska set aside April 10 as a day
to plant trees. Settlers and homesteaders were urged to plant trees
to provide “shade, shelter, fruit, fuel and beauty” for residents of the
largely treeless plains. He suggested offering prizes as incentives for
comnmunities and organization that planted the most trees properly.
Everyone welcomed the idea enthusiastically. Nebraskans planted
about one million trees on that first Arbor Day. Today a visitor to
Nebraska would never guess that it was once a dusty prairie.

In 1882, Nebraska declared its own Arbor Day as a legal holiday
and the date was changed to Morton's birthday, April 22. In 1970,
President Richard Nixon proclaimed the last Friday in April as
National Arbor Day.

Today almost every state celebrates an Arbor day but because the
best tree-planting season changes from region to region, some
states observe the day on different dates. Hawaiians, for example,
plant Arbor Day trees on the first Friday in November. National
Arbor Day is ¢ elebrated on the last Friday in April. In Maryland,
Arbor Day is the first Wednesday in April. Every day you plant or
appreciate a tree is Arbor Day!

Today, Arbor Day is also celebrated in other countries. For
instance, variations are celebrated as “Greening Week” of Japan,

“The New Year’s Days of Trees” in Israel, “The Tree-loving Week”

of Korea, “The Reforestation Week” of Yugoslavia, “The Students’

Afforestation Day” of Iceland, and “The National Festival of Tree
Planting” in India.

J. Sterling Morton was proud of the success of Arbor Day and
noted, “Other holidays repose upon the past. Arbor Day proposes
for the future.” He thought trees much superior to cold marble as a
memorial to persons or events. “How much more enduring are the
animate trees of our own planting,” he said.
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Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton and children plant tree to
celebrate Arbor Day. (AP Photo)
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Umair and Abdullah are seen on an early Friday morning = P80, AR -2 & S e p
4 - |/'5'_,-"-,"f'i QL' . "‘TIM”/:"
carrying two trunk-like boxes that hold five laptops each. They =V GG LB Ukl gr CO2 i :
call this their Mobile ICT Centre which they have (:,arried to JU | ’D‘}’u 4,'/!) //du IJL/‘ e IJF l,g_v y
a government school located in a poor community of Karachi.

Here the two young men will spend 4-5 hours working with &' U U I’c'b‘ b"/"‘f deK/ 4 ‘-’" Ur kT f
their 45 younger counterparts; teaching and training them on
ICT using their mobile ICT Centre. Umair and Abdullah are ‘

two college students, one from Sanghar and the other from H‘f,-llpg_cb J,.,UIM/,I/:“_‘J*"L_,;, 20 dcd lé/j‘f_'jf‘&fuu"df
Malir (Karachi), and have had the experience of participating in A

the iIEARN Youth Exchange and studies program of 2006-2007. J(’//J’V'EARN’U”"-bc—U '/"Lb‘—/"’/"/p L/J}K-?LUZ
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‘They are now volunteering to share their technical skills with other
students during their spare time as part of the IEARN Community
Service and Volunteering program.

IEARN Centre-Pakistan has worked closely with the City District
Government, NGOs, schools, and youth groups to provide exciting
learning opportunities for young people and educators. Syed Mehdi
(the iIEARN YES Alumni officer and 4th year business student) felt
that the challenges of the 21st century require students to be active
and engaged learners with full commands of technology for life and
work. Presently in Karachi, many small schools and youth clubs have
zero or limited access to computers and other forms of technology.
The lack of internet access is another big issue in these schools despite
eagerness of the students to explore the online world. As a response
to theses needs, Syed with the support from the iEARN team, came
up with this unique project aimed at providing students and teachers
from underprivileged schools with free access to technology and an
opportunity to connect to world using the mobile connectivity.

Academic Year in the United States of America (AYUSA) is the
consortium leader for the YES program and has offered to provide
funding to help establish the first mobile ICT center run by the
IEARN YES Alumni. This mobile ICT Center is comprised
of laptops that are networked and connected to access fast speed
internet through a modem and router. The Mobile ICT Centre
is taken to schools or wherever participating students gather.
Students participate in structured activities focusing a wide range
of curriculum areas including social sciences, English, and creative
arts. The program is currently piloted in the schools run by the City
District Government of Karachi.

IEARN Centre-Pakistan has designed and developed a set of
ICT-based project resource materials complete with activities and
instructions 11 Urdu especially designed for mobile ICT centers.
The project is aimed at providing more than 1000 students every
3-4 months with exposure to computers, the internet and other
technological advances. Students also connect with other students
around the world participating in similar IEARN programs.

(Submitted by: The U.S. Consulate in Karachi)
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World Wetlands Day 2009
2009 ya B o NS (ol

special Children Visit
Wetland Genter in Karachi

S (e guad
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To mark the World Wetlands Day 2009, Lincoln Corner Karachi
arranged a study tour for 70 special needs children from the Pakistan
Association of Deaf and the Pakistan Navy M. A. Rangoonwala
School to WWE Wetland Center, Sandspit Beach, on February 10.

The Project Manager, WWE, Mr. Ali Hasnain, briefed the
participants about the WWTE Indus and the Wetlands Day. A video
entitled, “Struggle for Life” depicting the life and challenges of the
Green Turtle was also shown to the participants on the occasion.

As the participants were physically challenged children, the tour,
presentations and movie showing were supplemented by sign
language performed by Mr. Aqeel-ur-Rehman from PAD. A quiz
competition based on information from the movie was also held
and the winners were given prizes. Two randomly selected students
shared their learning experience with their fellow participants.
Students from PNMAR School also participated in a poster
competition. Another highlight of the program was a tableau
performed by the children.

The activity emphasized the U.S. government’s strong support for
the preservation of wetlands around the world and to renew the
pledge to conserve these unique and threatened ccosystems.

It also provided an opportunity for the challenged segment of
society to explore and to learn the importance of wetlands for the
world’s ecological health and various approaches to conserving
these invaluable habitats.
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American Z. J:J
Diplomat 4

Visits NICH on /.,Cfr‘cﬁ u:uJ "
World oy s |
Tuberculosis =5 < oS o

‘Karachi, Tracy Brown, visited the Nauona] Institie af
Child Health and gave away 1000 milk packs on behalf
of the U.S. government for the children admitted there
for treatment.

The visit also coincided with the World Tuberculosis
Day which was being observed at the NICH by NGO
Sada Welfare Foundation. On the occasion, the
American diplomat was briefed about the activities of
the foundation by its Chairperson, Fawzia Siddiqui.
Assistant Professor Dr. Khalid presented an update
analysis on the current state of tuberculosis in the
country and methods through which it could be
prevented.

BPAQO Tracy Brown also distributed gifts, donated by

the Foundation’s members, among the sick children.

She was also shown round the neo-natal unit and the =
hospital’s blood bank. sty L Uy d L bl I =5 Ug
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“Highlighting books found

A LIFL T SIS 2 N o
in the IRC’s and Lincoln ‘ 2

et

Corners around Pakistan” Eglis %

Book Title: Nature and the
Environment in Vi

Nineteenth-Century
American Life
Author: Brian Black
Publifbfﬂg.‘ Greenwood Press
(2006), Hardcover, 264 pages. ISBN
0313332010/ 9780313332012
Description:
The nineteenth-century saw a significant
transformation in the United States. In
one short century, the nation had seen the
populating of the Great Plains and West,

the decimation of native Indian tribes,
the growth of national transportation

and communication networks, and the
rise of major cities. The century also witnessed the destruction
of the nation’s forests, battles over land and water, and the ascent
of agribusiness. With these changes in resource use patterns
and values came a concordant shift in attitudes toward nature.
Conservation and preservation emerged as watchwords for the
1900s. The century that started with an attitude of environmental
“conquest” thus ended by embracing conservation and a new
environmental awareness. Nature and the Environment in
Twentieth-Century America addresses a wide variety of the
environmental issues that impacted the lives of people of all
classes, races, and regions.

Location:

Lincoln Corner Peshawar
at the University of Peshawar, NWEP

Lincoln Corner Peshawar is a partnership program between the
University of Peshawar and the U.S. Mission in Pakistan. The
Lincoln Corner offers a wealth of information about the United
States and includes a reference library, information center, and
meeting place for people interested in American history, society,
and culture. Located in the central library of University of
Peshawar, Pakistan’s flagship Lincoln Corner was opened to the
public in February 2006.

University of Peshawar
Central Library Peshawar
Phone: 091-5846626

Email: le.peshawar@gmail.com
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Alumni
Connect

f\l_“:ﬁj

“Highlighting past participants of U.S. Government
sponsored fellowships, exchanges and grants”

e plad alaal 5 SCiaySa Sisal”
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Participants Name:

Zarmina Rafiq

Biographical Sketch:

Ms. Rafiq works as a councilor and as a project coordinator for the
NGO, PAIMAN. PAIMAN is working to improve the condition
of women and children in the Northwest Frontier Province. She
actively advocates for women'’s rights and interests with elected
officials, coordinating grassroots efforts to organize women to vote
and be involved in their communities.

Program Name:
Community Approaches to Social Issues

Program Date:
November 14 — December 5, 2008
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Number of Participants:
Eight
Countries Represented:
Nepal, India, Pakistan, Sir Lanka,
and Afgh_anjstan F
Places Visited:

* Washington, D.C., Salt Lake City,
Utah, Freeport, IL, Chicago, IL,
Atlanta, GA

What part of program did you
enjoy the most (and why)?:

a) Home Hospitality — Our stay
was in Freeport, IL, where we
really enjoyed the unique and new
event of Thanksgiving with an
American family at their home
at a farmhouse. The family had
been foster parents in the past and they were really very loving and
caring. We saw their cows which were hundreds in number and they
also showed us the process of their milking and feeding and new
technology used for their care. We got so much information about
how these families lived in their homes and what was their routine.
It was really a treat for me.

b) Visiting Chicago — Chicago was “the most beautiful city I have
ever visited. The beauty of this city is the diverse weather and the
diverse communities living there.”
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Alumni PELI Graduate Named

Connect plumni of the Month

by U.S. State Department

From left to right: PSU President
Sara Jayne Steen, Saima Khusro, and
PELI director Blakeman Allen.

S he L
Szl oS PSU
gt A58 PELL

Pakistani Teacher Saima Khusro

is an Environmental Advocate i l’ﬁ‘k JM dy’? bs 24 l..o/,.;: db@-

A Pakistani teacher who participated in ut‘fLéLbf/x:zézt’jﬁ&Luﬁu’/jiﬂJuML
Plymouth State University’s (PSU) Pakistani o ey e : =,
Educational Leadership Institute program L?JV‘-‘? k{/ "J b"‘J;’ U '/g{. Lk ‘-.;’M..) J/:;il

has been named Alumni of the Month by the o B W T L .
f & e A1) 2wl g 3
U.S. Department of State’s Office of Citizen d/( /’;44'/" ’J’PLUZ/?’ S F d}( A J/} oz

Exchanges in the Bureau of Educational and //07 I e ;l.,fru/l {,/ju ‘LL:J/,/'O(; -{/ujf
Cultural Affairs. Saima Khusro is a science ] g o g £
teacher at F. G. Girls Model School, an all- 4-/4'/"‘7’ (U’”fu”;'“’d/’/-%éwl/u‘fd Jst

girls high school in Islamabad, Pakistan. . g L dte gt Lo B e
Recognized for her leadership capabilities, u‘z_/l,érl}zfd;l’/u{/ Uil b%.d:/;f

Khusro was selected to spend a month learning (24 i fi y‘éé_ P /_lf\.,fv;”#/ .:)//"j Ul £l
about the American educational system at : R s = s
PSU. Khusro shared expertise and experience "’:?JE J’ﬁ dgdt’@“gul”’ér W& Un sy
working as a high school teacher in Pakistan PU e i T ATy o e g
with her American counterparts during her i (Ug/ e f{-—c

four-week stay at PSU last summer. gﬁ:b d";c“_l;/p’ T .;);?u: (’/C/_: -l L EPELI
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Following her PELI exchange, Khusro established
a Save the Environment Club at her school,
implementing what she had learned at PSU.

"The vision of Save the Environment Club is to “make
the environment cleaner and healthier.” Khusro
encouraged the participating students to become
active and environmentally aware during the nine-
week project, emphasizing the importance of reusing
materjals, environmental preservation, conservation
and by raising community awareness.

“Khusro’s accomplishments illustrate the importance
of cross-cultural exchange programs,”said Blakeman
Allen, PELDs director. “She is a dynamic and
dedicated educator who is passionate about opening
up opportunities for her students and colleagues.”

Khusro’s experiences while at PELI provided the
inspiration for the Save the Environment Club
with its local to global focus on environmental
stewardship. Khusro took her Save the Environment
Club project to a global level by creating a website
to document the entire project. Through the site,
Khusro links grassroots educational initiatives in
Pakistan with a global network of teachers.

Brandon Marc Higa of the U.S. Department of

State said Khusro's work is impressive.

“The State Alumni Member of the Month
competition is very competitive,” Higa said. “I could
not be happier that PELI, which is new to our
alumni outreach, nominated a winner! Khusro was
definitely the strongest contender from the start.”

Last November, the Save the Environment Club
was officially recognized by the Government of
Pakistan. The club’s formal inauguration ceremony
was held by Professor Muhammad Rafique Tahir of
the Ministry of Education.

Since her return to Pakistan, Khusro has remained
in close contact with PSU serving as an alumni
advisor. She actively participates in alumni meetings
and shares her training with PELI alumni from
other cohorts. Khusro will be involved with
mentoring participants in the 2009 cohort of PELI
participants.
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“Providing scholarship, exchange and grant
opportunity information to the Pakistani People”

Fulbright Scholarship Competition 2010
Fulbright/USAID Master's Scholarship

This program funds graduate study in the United States for a Master's
degree program. The program is funded by The United States Agency for
International Development (USAID).AIl disciplines are eligible, except for
clinical medicine, with priority given to Education, Educational Management,
Agriculture, Health, Teaching of English, Journalism, and fields related to
Economic Development. Eligible candidates will have either a four-year
Bachelor's degree or a Bachelor's and Master's combination totaling 16
years of formal education from an accredited university. Recent graduates
are strongly encouraged to apply, except for MBA applicants, who require
3 years of work experience.

Fulbright/HEC/USAID Ph.D. Scholarship

This program funds graduate study in the United States towards a Ph.D.
degree. This may be coursework andfor research towards a PhD. or
an entire program. Funding for this program is provided by the Higher
Education Commission (HEC) of the Government of Pakigtan as well as
USAID. Eligible applicants will have a Master's, M. Phil. or comparable
degree (a minimum of 18 years of formal education) from an accredited
university.

Who is eligible for these scholarships?

Pakistani citizens with strong academic histories are eligible to apply.
All disciplines - Sciences, Social Sciences, Arts, Humanities, Journalism,
Business, Law - are welcome to apply, except clinical medicine. It is highly
desirable that candidates have work experience in teaching, research, or the
public sector in Pakistan. In addition to academic work, persons selected
for Fulbright programs are expected to share information about Pakistani
life and culture with their U.S. colleagues and with community groups in
the U.S. On returning to Pakistan, Fulbright grantees are expected to share
their U.S. experiences with colleagues and community groups in Pakistan.
Successful candidates should be poised to assume a leadership position in
their field and must be committed to returning and serving Pakistan.

When will the program begin?
Fall of 2010.
What do the grants fund?

The grants fund tuition, required textbooks, airfare, a living stipend, and
health insurance. USEFP also assists with the visa application process.

Which program should | apply for?

Generally, applicants with 16 years of formal education should apply
for the Master's; those with 18 years of education should apply for the
Ph.D. Grants are awarded in the program considered most appropriate by
USEFP

Additional requirements?

The Graduate Record Examination (GRE} is required for all applicants.
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Applicants must attach scores, or proof of registration with their
application. The GRE must be taken before June 15. Applications received
by the May 18 deadline with GRE scores will be given preference. On
the GRE, a minimum score of 300 is required on each section of the
examination, with a higher score on the section most applicable to your
field of study. Applicants must also possess a high level of fluency in
spoken and written English. Short-listed applicants will be required to take
the TOEFL within two weeks of being short-listed. Applicants submitting
a TOEFL score by the deadline will receive preference.

Please Note: All successful candidates are required to sign a contract
with USEFP that binds them to return to Pakistan immediately after
their program in the U.S. and serve the country for the number of years
equivalent to the length of their scholarship program. This contract is
redeemable on a year-for-year basis after returning to work in Pakistan,
so that as long as a person fulfills the service requirement, he or she will
pay nothing. Otherwise, a grantee will be legally liable for the cost of his
or her scholarship program in the US. on a year-for-year basis.

Who is ineligible?

Persons with a dual U.S/Pakistan nationality or who have a spouse, parent,
fiancé or child over 18 years of age who is a U.S. citizen or permanent
resident. Employees of the Fulbright organization or the The United States
Educational Foundation in Pakistan or the U.S. Department of State and
their spouses, fiancés, siblings, dependents, children and parents.

Employees of USAID or the HEC and their spouses, fiancés, siblings,
dependents, children and parents are ineligible for programs funded by
their agencies.

Application process & deadline

Original application with references and attested copies of supporting
documentation along with one additional copy of the complete application
must be received by USEFP at the address given below by 4:30 p.m. on
May 18, 2009.

P0.Box 1128, Islamabad 44000.

Email: fulbrightapps@usefpakistan.org
Phone: 051-11-11-USEFP(051-11-11-87337)
Fax: 0512877095

Ga S9a 1,5 o yps el 138 55 454

Ko 22 S e st e byl s (GRE) UG8 L st a o7
SITEE 182k bl Lo &t « R 152 GRE (f S MA S L ety
SN LG T 5t LAFIGRE AL RT3 h i nror € bt
B2 il < bt 300410 2T L e ¥ GRE
PG gy AN S ertbn e ptnlic MBI P Sl
b ¥ TOBFLAIL 22 00 8162 b U B101E1 KUt tn P
Sl S A TOEFLE Gt folar1 e
ML unt S g AL USEFPI U e 120,
UL g IR TR gLl IE JE S s S 1S B
Jn et & T K 1t L 2 b spials o] el
Kb N1 or el s Foa P S bte oL
Lust S Rhe oL o e HE 1 IS L e 1 form i
S Qoo 2y LI P UL U smse pronttbetbeubieg 15
Lreind L eifryms

§ 2 23 1 Crald 0 Sy oS

Sie 18l Floug €7 mec 8 ndut UL 18I
AR L o bl oot ANt UngtE o 567
| du@;(wdwﬁ?dwgéuu,lu:/uée/uféjfwutméuu@f
SN e rert$nd Loy AUl

21 il o E e und gt L s9 gty
e bLUA e SN L L e dENE L vty iy

S AT o Sy 5 sty 3

FOu1 i artinog s B2 J 4B g § bl o 7 Gartdn
2 LB B FE b2 Spof 200957 18 1 S
fulbrightapps@usefpakistan.org Y 44000)L’(11/lc1128 Jf'd
051-2877095 :oF  051-11-11-USEFP(051-11-11-87337) :w?

The United States

Educational Foundation
in Pakistan

Khabr-0-Nazar | :



Visit the §0 States
el (g Gutel el ) ol b

" .

@m*ﬁ uﬁi"ﬁ- gty 3

New Jersey @u )ﬂ g.u

“The Garden State” il §a 8 ga”

“Your guide to attractions, culture and history within the 50 states of
the United States in chronological order of admission to the Union"

gt |
o S8 A

d‘WJg_LA’J&LG/'&Jt‘JﬂG)@‘U’Jﬁuﬂ-)/;i_- L CACR Y

= e -, Lo -
.vk/"cﬁ”‘:’_._ ..’.’.ﬁ’kjg_;gl JL_’JVLJ' -



State Flag (el State Seal
State Bird: { YLy State Flower:
(the Golden finch) VAl (the common
) meadow violet)
Background e

Inhabited by Native Americans for more than
2,800 years, the first European settlements in the
area were established by the Swedes and Dutch in
the early 1600s. The English later seized control of
the region, naming it the Province of New Jersey,
which was granted to Sir George Carteret and
John Berkeley, 1st Baron Berkeley of Stratton as a
colony. At this time, the name was taken from the

Atlantic City,
New Jersey

S S B

largest of the English Channel Islands, Jersey.

New Jersey is bordered on the north by New York,
on the east by the Hudson River and the Atlantic
Ocean, on the southwest by Delaware, and on
the west by Pennsylvania. New Jersey lies largely
within the sprawling metropolitan areas of New
York and Philadelphia. The State of New Jersey
ranks 47th in state size (per square mile) and 11th
most populous state in the United States. The state
is the most densely populated state in the Union.
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Cape May, New Jersey

30 | Khabr-o-Nazar

Attractions

Tree-shaded 18th-century towns and history-
hallowed grounds, on which Revolutionary battles
were fought, make this state one of dignified
beauty and democratic tradition. More than
800 lakes and ponds, 100 rivers and streams,
and 1,400 miles of freshly stocked trout streams
are scattered throughout its wooded, scenic
northwest corner. The swampy meadows west of
the New Jersey Turnpike have been reclaimed
and transformed into commercial and industrial
areas. The Meadowlands, a multimillion-dollar
sports complex, offers horse racing, the New
York Giants and the New York Jets NFL football
teams, the New Jersey Devils NHL
hockey team, and the New Jersey Nets
NBA basketball team. The coastline,
stretching 127 miles from Sandy
Hook to Cape May, offers excellent
swimming and ocean fishing.

New Jersey often is associated only
with its factories, oil refineries, research
laboratories, and industrial towns. But
history buffs, hunters, anglers, scenery
lovers,and amateur beachcombers need
only to wander a short distance from

its industrial areas to find whatever
they like best.

Cape May

Cape May, the nation’s oldest seashore
resort, is located on the southernmost
tip of the state surrounded by the
Atlantic Ocean and Delaware Bay.
Popular with Philadelphia and New
York society since 1766, Cape May
has been host to Presidents Lincoln,
Grant, Pierce, Buchanan, and
Harrison, as well as notables such as
John Wanamaker and Horace Greeley.
The entire town has been proclaimed a National
Historic Landmark because it has more than 600
Victorian homes and buildings, many of which
have been restored. Four miles of beaches and a
1 1/4-mile paved promenade offer vacationers
varied entertainment. “Cape May diamonds,”
often found on the shores of Delaware Bay by
visitors, are actually pure quartz, rounded by the
waves.
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Princeton
In 1776, the first State Legislature of New

Jersey met in Princeton University’s Nassau
Hall. Washington and his troops surprised and
defeated a superior British Army in the 1777
Battle of Princeton. From June to November
1783, Princeton was the new nation’s capital.
Around the same time, Washington was staying
at Rockingham in nearby Rocky Hill, where
he wrote and delivered his famous “Farewell
Orders to the Armies.”

Princeton’s life is greatly influenced by the
university, which opened here in 1756; at that
time it was known as the College of New Jersey.
In 1896, 0n the 150th anniversary of its charter,
the institution became Princeton University.
Woodrow Wilson, the first president of the
university who was not a clergyman, held the
office from 1902-1910. Princeton is also the
home of the Institute for Advanced Study,

where Albert Einstein spent the last years of
his life.

Atlantic City

Honeymooners, conventioneers, Miss
America, and some 37 million annual visitors
have made Atlantic City the best-known New
Jersey beach resort. Built on Absecon Island,
the curve of the coast shields it from battering
northeastern storms while the nearby Gulf
Stream warms its waters, helping to make it a
year-round resort. A 60-foot-wide boardwalk
extends along 5 miles of beaches. Hand-pushed
wicker rolling chairs take visitors up and down
the Boardwalk. Absecon Lighthouse (“Old
Ab”), a well-known landmark, was first lit in
1857 and now stands in an uptown city park.

Delaware Water Gap:

The Delaware Water Gap encompasses nearly
70,000 acres of breathtaking scenery along 40
miles of the Delaware River. It is primarily
used for recreational purposes, such as rafting,
canoeing, swimming, fishing, hiking and rock
climbing. With a fishing license, one can fish
in the Delaware for carp, shad and other fish.
In the summer the area host the COTA Arts
Festival along with an annual jazz festival.
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Oore

SUCCECSS

at a time

Helping the People of Pakistan one community at a time

Renewable Energy:
Changing the Lives of Pakistani Villagers
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PV Panels at Toda Cheena
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Installation Underway at Hasan Lagadai

By: James—Michael Saxton_— R_uiz

The U.S.-Pakistan Joint Agreement on Science and Technology
Cooperation provides funding for collaborative projects between U.S.
and Pakistani scientists. The agreement creates linkages between the
U.S. and Pakistani public and private science and technology institutes
and builds capacity within the Pakistani scientific community.

‘The Agreement has thus far supported 49 projects at a combined U.S./
Pakistan cost of $17.9 million. As partners, U.S. and Pakistani scientist
have changed the lifestyles of villagers in Pakistan through renewable
energy. This particular project was funded by the Higher Education
Commission (HEC) and Ministry of Science & Technology (MoST)
of Pakistan and Unites States Agency for International Development
(USAID). The principal partners involved in this project were Solar
Energy International (SEI), a non-profit organization from Colorado,
and the National University of Sciences and Technology (NUST)
from Islamabad, Pakistan.

In Pakistan, tribal rural lands are generally remote and inaccessible to
any electrical grid system. In these grid-distant villages most activity
is daylight dependent. Subsequently, studying and reading time is
limited, as are opportunities for developing small-scale business or
cottage industries. Lack of adequate access to basic resources like
electricity can greatly affect the quality of education, health care,
agriculture and industry in the rural areas of developing countries.
Renewable energy applications such as solar electricity, solar cooking,
solar water pumping and solar water heating can play a crucial role in
solving these problems.

This project consisted of two phases: training and installation. Phase
I involved SEI training government, NGO, university and private
sector officials on Photovoltaic Systems and Solar Pumping Systems.
The training prepared the design and installation team for the actual
implementation of the project and also created awareness among
other participants about solar power systems. Phase II consisted of
the actual installation of a number of solar pumping systems. A total
of six villages were targeted for the following installation projects:
Hasan Lagadai, Ali Masjid, Toda Cheena, Khurchai, Shabana, and
Mirdu Tang.

The renewable energy project resulted in a significant improvement
in access to water. ‘Typically, women used to travel long distances
to obtain water. Now the water has been made available in a central
location of the village. Based on final reports from the project,
the villagers have expressed complete satisfaction, happiness and
overwhelming gratitude for the water pumps.

Source Pond at Mirdu Tang
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Ask

the Consul

"Your chance to ask the Consul General
at the US Embassy, Islamabad your visa
related questions”

Is a denial under Section 214(B) of U.S. Immigration law
permanent?

No. The consular officer will reconsider a case if an applicant
reapplies and shows further convincing evidence of ties outside
the United States. Paying another $131 application fee and getting
a new appointment is required to reapply. Unfortunately, some
applicants will not qualify for a nonimmigrant visa, regardless
of how many times
they reapply, until their
personal, professional, and
financial  circumstances
change considerably.

How long can I stay in
the US with my visa?

A US visa is simply a
document that allows you |
to travel to a US port of |
entry to apply for entry
to the country. Unlike
the visas for some other
countries, the validity of a
US visa does not indicate
how long you can stay in the United States. For example, a
multiple entry, 60 month visa means that you can apply for entry
on multiple different occasions during the next 5 years. It does
not mean that you can stay in the US for 5 years. At the port of
entry a Department of Homeland Security (DHS) official will
determine how long you are allowed to stay in the US. The DHS
official will consult with you about the purpose and length of
your stay, and will try to grant you as much time as you need for
your trip, subject to certain restrictions.  See www.dhs.gov for
more details.

I have a nonimmigrant visa that will expire soon and I
would like to renew it. Do I need go through the whole
visa application process again?

Yes, you will have to go through the whole visa application
process each time you want to apply for a visa, even if your visa is
still valid. In some cases the processing time for acquiring a visa

can take three months or more, so it is best to apply before your
visa expires.
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Green Business

http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.htm]?
videold=1498976412

The “green” movement is starting to take hold at the corporate
level as large businesses such as Virgin and NBC Universal seek
to promote their environmentally-friendly efforts.

Young Environmentalists

http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.html?
videold=2646924001

Young Americans and students from around the world work
together to make positive change and ensure a healthy planet in
the future. The speakers are students and faculty at the College
of the Atlantic in Bar Harbor, Maine.
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