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Nasser Mohammed al-Ahmed al-Sabah sit together
17, 2008. (AP Photo/Lawrence Jackson)
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Raom of thé White House in Washington,

Gt o2 e o 2D Sy
LGl i ESATL g
uJugL J>‘L gf..:l}(t K)l?f,lu“);.g}l?t
7SS ol I L St i
s - LIS e Fagrinl S
L.ﬁ’u,/lf;.i_/é,/?ugw,:usé&g
Y11 $ P Ear U
PSSt Lk L S LU AS
BN e FRLFG S
st Ul A &S s St
Foe { Lip FRSUTES g 2g™
ET;f}C,wL/C;-/‘/u‘%l(;} Joe?
LU e Pral U B e Ut Urs
Sl i BIIAL sk o1

<‘Lkrl’gi£é;/.£dﬂi'u

L
A& ST e e 6L LT
A L e fTEDSA I e Gf
4’:/.;5/:;«@; 24 o [’QL u;;tm'fr
91 B9 fuy’u%{ Sl AR e 1
e SN P08l sl

, L/d]&d/uﬁdﬂég;bf;/hos-g_

e F sl Lt

U I 2 S5 BT A !
o s unigr & S P
AT el d £
e U ur Z./(bl,:/é b/uju/
e T e re s o
U LI NS I W
_‘Lp}’ﬁufi/é;,f/@fuﬁa&ﬂi.

fa bk b iy ot

J U’CJU’Z// Jm; L I 2]

;gpp‘é.l(f’cngb}uf:fU‘i/Uz}'LJi/ﬂ

Sk e erw AL BRIV
ISl o L S b 6
LAGA Y e alsw=d L

L LSS

B Lo ¥ on L e LS ke
S ndit BRe e Sut TS
Wi e L L5 et
s olie oL Pis Tl
&G’Af’;;«’/..}/:'//jl.u:/lwc J}:/Iz(/u'u

& NSl g5

L SLGAe e S 2 S At Il
en L pigmFewrde e uganyy

UM g P e S 6y
MopLl eli Bt £ BN FAU
L bl Pl Fpe b v
—e Unlrle un U U

e I UE LA TL e 5 L
eIt et S 1S G
vt LS er Uit L el a2
WO et et Lun?
2l & S ol e U
J/;lJ/Lc(l/C/?)Jyﬁ u_?u?/:l/.l
§reB QOO e L e U

- I K

S I InF R e LIS
E TS S L LTLS A

iy



S e

i 20|

S T T B T

his year’s gathering, we

pay special tribute to the

many contribution Muslim

Americans have made

to our nation. We join in
wishing Muslims around the world,
“Ramadan Mubarak.”

According to the teachings of
Islam, Ramadan commemorates
the revelation of God’s word in
the Holy Koran to the prophet
Mohammad. The word has become
the foundation for one of'the world’s
great religions. Today more than a
billion Muslims around the globe
celebrate the month of Ramadan
with daily fasting, heartfelt prayer,
and acts of charity.

During Ramadan, we are reminded
of Islam’s long and distinguished
history. Throughout the centuries,
the Islamic world has been home to
greatcenters of learning and culture.
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Muslim thinkers and scientists
have advanced the frontiers of
human knowledge. People of all
faiths have benefited from the
achievements of Muslims in fields
from philosophy and poetry to
mathematics and medicine.

At the beginning of a new century,
Muslims in the United States are
continuing this proud tradition of
innovation and invention. Tonight
we honor members of the Muslim
community who’ve risen to the top
of their professions. Among our
guests are individuals with wide-
ranging accomplishments -- from
working on the Apollo Program, to
pioneering advances in healthcare
and medicine, to developing cutting-
edge applications for the Internet.

One of these innovators is Professor
Maysam Ghovanloo. This
immigrant from Iran has become

Khabr-o-Nazar

one of our nation’s most ingenious
biomedical engineers. Last month,
the good professor and his team
of researchers at Georgia Tech
unveiled an incredible invention
that could one day help people
with severe disabilities operate
wheelchairs and surf the Internet
by simply moving their tongue.
Through this pioneering research,
this good professor has brought
new hope to thousands. He, like
others in this room, have earned
the admiration of our citizens.

Stories like the professor’s remind
us that one of the great strengths of
our nation 1s its religious diversity.
Americans practice many different
faiths. But we all share a belief in
the right to worship freely. We reject
bigotry in all its forms. And over the
past eight years, my administration
has been proud to work closely
with Muslim Americans to promote

e

justice and tolerance of all faiths.

We’ve also partnered with Muslims
around the world to spread freedom
to millions of people who have
never known it before. We’re
helping the people of Iraq and
Afghanistan build free societies
after decades of tyranny. And
during the month of reflection,
we will remember all the brave
Muslim Americans who wear
the uniform of the United States
Armed Forces. They represent the
best of our nation. I’'m honored to
be their Commander-in-Chief.

As we break the fast tonight, let us
give thanks for all those who serve
a cause greater than themselves.
Let us give thanks for the many
ways that Muslim Americans have
enriched our lives. And let us give
thanks that we live in a country that
makes one people out of many.
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President Bush, right, and Kuwaiti Prime Minister Sk
at the Iftaar Dinner the White House in Washington, !
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President Bush Attends Iftaar Dinner

Excerpts from President Bush’s Address at the Dinner
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President Bush speaks during the Ifiaar Dinner i
Sept. 17, 2008. (AP Photo/Lawrence Jackson)



