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DCAS Metadata

Transparency (easy visibility by both technical and non-technical users)

DCAS (Data Collection Application Suite) is a government-owned suite of applications
for health studies support. DCAS was initially developed for the CDC and significantly
enhanced to meet the National Children’s Study (NCS) needs. DCAS bridges all elements
of a health study, including content development, data collection, data management, and
data delivery.

e Maintainability (easy GUI for both technical and non-technical users)

e Robustness (contain all elements and hierarchy to describe necessary processes and data)
e Documentability (to produce user friendly reports)
e Extensibility (easily extent metadata structure to add new elements)

e Exchangeability (easy exchange between repositories in distributed environment)
e Standardization (to support health standards)
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e Data Export — Export data for transmission from local tablet to a study center; data
delivery from a study center to the NCS Program Office via XML conforming to the MDES
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e DCAS has been used for data collection in the Vanguard Study by the original 7 Study
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Centers

e DCAS Data Collection Instruments are being used by a number of NCS Study Centers

with different recruitment strategies .
Case/Participant Management

e  Production study data has been collected and submitted to the Program Office using —
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e Public API for integration with third party Data Collection, Case
and Participant Management tools

Benefits of Using DCAS

Scalability Field Data Collection
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e Updates to instruments, such as adding or removing questions, can be done quickly
through the DCAS Metadata Editor by a content developer or content author

program office XML, text, SAS
DCAS Data Transmission for the Program Office

e Aggregation of data collected on tablets in MDES structured
database (based on VDR)

e Generation of the Program Office XML files

e  One click deployment of updated content to a data collection device can be performed
oy a content developer

e Delivery of different versions of metadata to the field with a short turnaround time .
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