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WELCOME MESSAGE
Welcome to Discover STARBASE Today,  your new monthly 

STARBASE newsletter.  

Over the next twelve months,  th is newsletter  wi l l 

ce lebrate the 20th anniversary of  the nat ional  DoD 

STARBASE Program.  We wi l l  be highl ight ing some of the 

or ig inal  founding program si tes as wel l  as showcasing 

some of the new program si tes that are just  start ing 

out .  

D iscover STARBASE Today is  your venue to share 

your successes and celebrat ions,  and so we wi l l 

be asking for  you to share your specia l  events for 

nat ional  d ist r ibut ion.   Discover STARBASE Today wi l l 

be dist r ibuted not just  to your peers but a lso to those 

interested in STEM educat ional  enhancements who can 

be instrumental  in the cont inued expansion of  the 

STARBASE Program.  

Discover STARBASE Today wi l l  a lso be a place to share 

ideas and innovat ions and to inform you of  upcoming 

program changes.   Your input about what you want to 

see and your content contr ibut ions are cr i t ica l  to the 

success of  your newsletter.   P lease send your input , 

with your pictures,  to jenni fer.buck@mac.com. 

SEEKING STARBASE ALUMNI
To commemorate the 20th anniversary of  the DoD STARBASE 

Program, we are looking for  STARBASE graduates who 

have gone on to STEM careers ,  hopeful ly in part  f rom the 

inf luence of  thei r  STARBASE exper ience.   We are happy 

to showcase any STARBASE a lumni ,  but we are especia l ly 

interested in f inding graduates f rom the or ig inal  1993/94 

c lasses.   P lease send any informat ion about a STARBASE 

a lumnus to Ernie Gonzales,  at  ernie .gonzales@osd.mi l .  
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T his year marks the 20th anniversary of  the establ ishment of  the STARBASE Program as a 

nat ional  DoD STEM Educat ion enr ichment program.  How did i t  a l l  come about?  

The idea for  STARBASE was in i t ia l ly  developed in the late 1980’s ,  by Barb Koscak in Michigan, 

as an educat ional  center to promote greater interest  in STEM through exposure to mi l i tary 

technology appl icat ions.   The name of the in i t iat ive was “Project  STARS” (Sel f r idge’s 

Technologica l  Aerospace Readiness School) .  

A Kel logg Grant was won in 1990 for  Pro ject  STARS,  and in March 1991,  four school  d ist r ic ts 

in Michigan part ic ipated.   Bui ld ing 814 at  Se l f r idge Ai r  Nat ional  Guard Base is  ass igned to 

house the f ledgl ing STARS program.  In the fa l l  of  1991,  Barb Koscak;  Br igadier  General  David 

BUILDING 814:  
WHERE IT ALL STARTED
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Arendts (Ret . ) ,  then Commander of  the 127th 

F ighter Wing at  Se l f r idge Ai r  Nat ional  Guard Base 

in Michigan; and Rick S imms began to br ief  Publ ic 

Affa i rs off ic ia ls  in the Nat ional  Guard Bureau (NGB) 

to expand the STARS concept to other Nat ional 

Guard locat ions.   The Nat ional  Guard Bureau 

requested to change the name of the program to 

STARBASE (s ince the program would be located at 

mi l i tary bases) .  

Dur ing 1992,  representat ives f rom other states 

and NGB off ic ia ls  v is i ted Bui ld ing 814 to see 

STARBASE in act ion.   NGB Drug Demand Reduct ion 

funding was ident i f ied to run pi lots .  In the summer 

of  1992,  Senators Levin and Nunn presented 

leg is lat ion to inc lude STARBASE program funding in 

the Department of  Defense budget .   In October of 

the same year,  Pres ident George H.  Bush s igned a 

bi l l  into the FY 1993 Defense Author izat ion and 

Appropr iat ions Act ,   making funding avai lable for  a 

pi lot  program.  

The or ig inal  intent was that DoD funding would k ick-start  the in i t iat ive for  the f i rs t  two or 

three years ,  and that i t  would be cont inued through future pr ivate funds and grants .   FY 

1993 funding was provided for  programs in Michigan, Kansas,  Minnesota,  Oregon, Cal i fornia , 

North Carol ina,  and Oklahoma. 

The decis ion was made in DoD 

to cont inue to fu l ly fund the 

STARBASE program, and not 

to take the r isk of  needing 

pr ivate fund-ra is ing to keep 

the programs in operat ion.  

A separate budget l ine was 

created under the management 

of  the Ass istant Secretary of 

Defense for  Reserve Affa i rs , 

where i t  st i l l  res ides today.  

The Nat ional  Guard Bureau requested to change the name 
of the program to STARBASE (s ince the program would be 
located at  mi l i tary bases) .
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Sect ion 580 of  the FY 2000 Defense Author izat ion Act ,  s igned by the Pres ident in October 

1999,  establ ished permanent author izat ion under Sect ion 2193b,  t i t le 10,  U.S .C.  for  the 

DoD STARBASE Program as a sc ience,  mathemat ics ,  and technology educat ion improvement 

program.  I t  was author ized with the 

purpose of  improving the knowledge and 

ski l ls  of  students in k indergarten through 

twel f th grade in such subject  areas.  I t 

further required the establ ishment of  at 

least  25 academies.

The STARBASE Program has expanded wel l 

beyond the 25 academies.   As we begin 

F isca l  Year 2013,  76 STARBASE s i tes are in 

operat ion,  in 40 States,  Puerto Rico,  and 

Washington DC.  Dur ing th is program year, 

th is newsletter  wi l l  showcase the programs 

that have made i t  a l l  poss ib le .

I t  was author ized with the purpose of  improving the 
knowledge and ski l ls  of  students in k indergarten through 
twel f th grade in such subject  areas. 

D i s c o v e r  S T A R B A S E  T o d a y  |  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 2

5



With the move toward a nat ional  STARBASE curr iculum standard,  severa l  adjustments were 

required in order to ensure that s i tes would st i l l  have the f lex ib i l i ty to create a schedule 

that ref lected the “spir i t” of  each part icular  program whi le st i l l  meet ing the decided 

object ives of  the program.  As more and more s i tes have part ic ipated in the development 

of  th is new curr iculum, the program has come c loser and c loser to achieving th is balance 

between s i te indiv idual i ty and col lect ive ly meet ing stated program object ives.

In the near future,  a lmost twenty new lesson plans,  act iv i t ies ,  and appendices wi l l  be 

avai lable for  adopt ion in a l l  areas of  the STARBASE curr iculum. These addit ions wi l l  offer 

more opportuni t ies for  s i te customizat ion than ever before. 

However,  in order to accommodate the growing var iety of  lessons,  severa l  changes have been 

necessary to effect ive ly organize th is informat ion for  use within your schedule.  One of  these 

changes,  the addit ion of  the parent lesson, has been in place for  the last  year or so.

As new lessons were being added to the curr iculum, i t  was noted that certa in general ized 

informat ion appl ied to more than one lesson. The parent lesson, now al l  c lear ly ident i f ied 

with the use of  “ Introduct ion” in the t i t le ,  co l lects a l l  th is core informat ion necessary to 

introduce a topic to students into one short  introductory lesson plan.

These parent lessons are a lways accompanied by one or more appendix act iv i ty opt ion. 

These appendices offer  the program an easy way to add act iv i t ies that work with our overa l l 

concepts and object ives whi le at  the same t ime ensur ing easy customizat ion,  as s i tes are 

able to pick the act iv i ty to accompany the parent lesson that best f i ts  thei r  schedule and 

teaching plan.  And, as the program moves away f rom the focus of  spending a speci f ic 

amount of  t ime on a part icular  module,  except for  the required hours for  the 3-D Computer-

A ided Design,  i f  instructors have a c lass that moves quick ly through the informat ion,  they 

wi l l  have mult ip le approved appendices to choose f rom that complement our expanding 

curr iculum. 

The STARBASE curr iculum is evolv ing into a r ich,  impress ive array of  act iv i t ies for  instructors 

to work with because you have a l l  come together to support  th is endeavor. 

WHAT IS A PARENT LESSON?
Confused about how parent lessons work?
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OUR WEBSITE: THEN AND NOW
Looking at  how far  we have come.

Courtesy of 
the Wayback 
Machine Internet 
Archive,  we can 
see exact ly just 
how far  we have 
come with th is 
screen capture 
of  our websi te 
f rom Apr i l  2 , 
2006.

Today’s newly 
updated look 
with a brand 

new design and 
severa l  new 

features.
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