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Program

BIMCO’s role as Ice Info provider

Present involvement

Future possibilities



What is BIMCO?
The world’s largest shipping 
organisation founded in 1905 in 
Copenhagen.

• Standard contracts, Charter Parties, 
Clauses, etc.

• On-line service to members

• IMO observer since 1969



What is BIMCO?
BIMCO membership consists of:

• Shipowners, Managers and Operators

• Shipbrokers and Agents

• P&I Clubs and National Associations

• Others with interests in shipping, e.g. 
classification societies, maritime law firms, 
ports, financial institutions



What is BIMCO?
• 2,450 members in 123 countries

• 950 Ship Owners, Managers and 
Operators with a fleet of
620 mill. DWT – equalling about
65% of the world merchant fleet

• 1,400 brokers and agents  

• 44 clubs, including the majority of
International P&I Group members

• About 70 associate members



What is BIMCO?

~ 13,500 ships

Container Tankers

Other Bulk



BIMCO house
45 employees 
in head office.

Permanent 
representatives 
in Washington, 
London and 
Brussels.



History

1938: First Voyage C/P Ice Clause issued

1939: BALTIME C/P containing an Ice Clause

1947: The NORDICE clause issued

1954: BIMCO started providing Ice Information regarding 
the Baltic Sea and Danish Waters to our members.

1957: The Ice Service was expanded to also include Saint 
Lawrence Seaways.

2008:  Ice charts covering all relevant areas.



Baltic Sea



La Perouse Strait



Sea of Japan





Far East ice charts



History

Besides providing Ice Charts BIMCO also offers Courses 
covering:

•Sea Ice and Ice Charts
•Ice Glossary + Egg Code
•Ice Classification
•Comparison between Ice Classes
•Interpretation of Ice Clauses

”Have an Ice Day with BIMCO”



Ice Navigation

Ice navigation is a lot more than just 
assigning an ice class to the ship!

The entire ship should be subjeted to a 
”winterization” process.

The crew should preferably have some ice 
navigation experience.



Ice Navigation

Areas of concern when navigating in ice



Ice Navigation



Icebergs



• Icebergs



• Icebergs



Example on Ice Classes

DNV Ice Class Notations
•Icebreaker
•Polar-05 (or-10 or -20)
•Ice-05 (or -10 or -15)
•Ice-1A*F
•Ice-1A*
•Ice-1A
•Ice-1B
•Ice-1C
•Ice-C
•(Sealer)



Ice Class Equivalents

Lloyds DNV Russian Finnish-
1999- Swedish

Ice Class 1AS Ice 1A* JIY6 1A Super
Ice Class 1A Ice 1A JIY4 1A
Ice Class 1B Ice 1B JIY3 1B
Ice Class 1C Ice 1C JIY2 1C
Ice Class 1D JIY1 II
100 A1 JIY1 II



Ice class – what to expect?

What can reasonably be expected from an ice classed 
ship, e.g. 1A Super?
•That depends.....



Ice class – what to expect?

Ordering a 1A Super newbuilding :

•Finnish-Swedish rules: 
–5 knots in 1.0m brash ice with 0.1m frozen top layer

•Lloyd’s Register:
–5 knots in 0.3m solid ice with snow on top

•American Bureau of Shipping:  
–Only brash ice

•Det Norske Veritas:  
–Ship specific

Confused?



Ice class – what to expect?

BIMCO has requested IACS (International Association 
on Classification Societies) to harmonize the Ice Classes 
within its members.

IACS has agreed to Common Structural Rules – CSR -
for tankers and bulk carriers, but if these ships come 
with an Ice Class, they are not “Common” anymore.

IACS is symphathetic to the proposal, but IACS is 
presently stiffled by the ongoing investigation from 
EU’s DG COMP.



Polar Code

•Guidelines for Ships operating in Arctic Ice-Covered 
Waters.
•Approved by IMO in 2002
•Presently being updated by a Correspondence Group 
chaired by Canada
•Target completion date 2010
•Likely to include the Antarctic – again!



Application of the Polar Code:



Ecological Criteria Used 
to Determine Areal Extent 

of LME’s

• Hydrography

• Bathymetry

• Productivity

• Trophodynamics

PAME Working Group ~ Resolution of Boundaries



Arctic navigation



Double acting tanker



“Umiak I”
State of the art Arctic ship





Navigation in the Arctic



Navigation in 
Antarctica



Future expectations

•Expect ships for Arctic navigation to be of the highest 
standard,
•Expect the Littoral States to provide high quality ENC, but 
would not expect visual Aids to Navigation,
•Expect the Littoral States to provide 24/7 ice information,
•Same rules to apply to the region rather than local 
requirements,



MARAD

Arctic Transportation Conference

Questions?
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