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• Landsat 7 background image shows Lassen Peak area

Lassen Peak, the southernmost active volcano 
in the Cascade Range, explosively erupted in 
1915, devastating nearby areas and raining 
volcanic ash as far away as 200 miles to the 
east

Lassen National Park, in addition to prominent 
volcanic areas, contains the most spectacular 
array of thermal features in the Cascade Range 
including fumaroles, bubbling mud pots, and a 
boiling lake

A new USGS map shows volcanic centers in 
unprecedented detail, enabling development of 
products to better evaluate and assess regional
volcanic hazards
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Lassen Peak and the Devastated Area
Aerial view of Lassen Peak and the proximal Devastated Area looking south.  Area with sparse trees marks the paths of the avalanche and debris-flow 
deposits of May 19–20, 1915 (unit sw9) and the pyroclastic-flow and fluid debris-flow deposits of May 22, 1915 (unit pw2) (Clynne and others, 1999; 
Christiansen and others, 2002).  Small dark crags just to right of the summit are remnants of the May 19–20, 1915 lava flow (unit d9).  The composite 
dacite dome of Lassen Peak (unit dl, 27±1 ka) dominates the upper part of the view.  Lithic pyroclastic-flow deposit (unit pfl) from partial collapse of 
the dome of Lassen Peak is exposed in the canyon of the headwaters of Lost Creek in center of view.  Ridges flanking central area are glacial moraines 
(unit Qta) thinly covered by deposits of the 1915 eruption of Lassen Peak (Christiansen and others, 2002).  Small permanent snowfield is seen on the 
left lower slope of Lassen Peak.  Area east of the snowfield is the rhyodacite lava flow of Kings Creek (unit rk, 35±1 ka, part of the Eagle Peak 
sequence).  Dacite domes of Bumpass Mountain (unit db, 232±8 ka), Crescent Crater (unit dc, 236±1 ka), hill 8283 (unit d82, 261±5 ka) and Loomis 
Peak (unit rlm, ~300 ka) are part of the Bumpass sequence.  
Photograph by Michael A. Clynne. 
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Directions to U.S. Geological Survey

The USGS Menlo Park Science Center is located at 345 Middlefield Road in Menlo Park  

From San Francisco
•Exit highway 101 at Marsh Road, Atherton
•Go west to the T-junction with Middlefield Rd.
•Turn left (south)

From San Jose
•Exit highway 101 at Willow Road, Menlo Park
•Go west to Middlefield Rd.
•Turn right (north)

Enter the USGS campus at Survey Lane with large 
stone markers labeled 
“U.S. Geological  Survey”

to San Jose

USGS

Un
iv

er
si

ty
   

Av
e.

Sa
nt

a 
Cr

uz
 A

ve
.

MIDDLEFIELD  RD

El Camino Real

M
A

RS
H

  R
D

W
IL

LO
W

  R
D

SU
RV

EY
 L

N

to San Francisco

to
 D

um
ba

rt
on

B
ri

dg
e

to
 2

80

Menlo
Park

CalTrain
Station

Ra
ve

ns
w

oo
d

Palo
Alto

101

84

82

Special Assistance - Please contact us at least two weeks in advance of 
an event to request assistance.  Special needs will be accommodated

 whenever possible.  (650-329-5136)

Free USGS Public Lecture

For email announcements: abarrales2@usgs.gov
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