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FOREWORD 
 
 
 
 
 In the Council Decision-Recommendation on the Co-operative Investigation and Risk 
Reduction of Existing Chemicals [C(90)163/Final] it was decided that “Member countries shall co-
operatively investigate high production volume (HPV) chemicals in order to identify those which 
are potentially hazardous to the environment and/or to the health of the general public or workers… 
[and] For purposes of this Decision-Recommendation HPV chemicals are those chemicals included 
in the OECD Representative List of High Production Volume (HPV) Chemicals, as 
established and updated regularly. “ 
 
 This is the updated (2004) list of chemicals referred to in the Council Act. The Joint 
Meeting of the Chemicals Committee and the Working Party on Chemicals, Pesticides and 
Biotechnology recommended that this list be derestricted. It has been made public under the 
responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. 
 
 For more information, please contact: 
 
 
 

OECD Environment Directorate 
Environment, Health and Safety Division 

2, rue André-Pascal 
75775 Paris Cedex 16 

 
Fax: (33-1) 45 24 16 75 

E-mail: ehscont@oecd.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
THE 2004 OECD LIST OF HIGH PRODUCTION VOLUME CHEMICALS 

 
 The list in this document contains those chemicals which are produced at levels greater 
than 1,000 tonnes per year in at least one member country/region 
 
 It has been compiled based upon submissions from 24 member countries including the 
European Union’s HPV list according to EC Regulation 793/93. It is used by member countries to 
choose chemicals on which to make a hazard assessment for human health and the environment in 
the context of the OECD HPV Chemicals Programme. 
 
 These hazard assessments, which are a fundamental part of the OECD Existing Chemicals 
Programme, are based on a relatively restricted set of data elements, the Screening Information Data 
Set or SIDS. The intention is to screen chemicals for potential hazards, so that resources can be 
concentrated on undertaking further work on chemicals of concern. 
 
 Using the data from the SIDS, mainly provided by co-operation with the chemical 
industry, Member countries prepare a SIDS Initial Assessment Report, SIAR, which highlights any 
potential hazard and contains recommendations for further action, if any, on the chemical. 
 
 The SIAR is discussed at a meeting of experts from all Member countries, from other 
international organisations, and from non-Member countries, as nominated by the United Nations’ 
International Programme on Chemical Safety (IPCS), by Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical 
Safety (IFCS), as well as representatives of the manufacturing companies. The SIAR, amended as 
appropriate, is made available world-wide by publication through the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) Chemicals. 
 
 In the attached 2004 OECD List of High Production Volume Chemicals, the various 
columns indicate: 
 
      CAS No. Chemicals Abstract Registry Number; 
 
      SIDS  Those chemicals which are currently or have been investigated in the OECD HPV  
   Chemicals Programme; (details can be found on the OECD HPV database 
    http://cs3-hq.oecd.org/scripts/hpv/) 
 
      Chemical The name of the chemical, abbreviated as necessary to 80 characters; 
      Name 
 
      EXICHEM The availability of data in the OECD Existing Chemicals pointer database  
   (details can be found on http://webdomino1.oecd.org/ehs/exichem.nsf)    
    
      EHC  The availability and reference number of IPCS Environmental Health Criteria 
   documents; 
 
      CICAD  The availability and reference number of IPCS Concise International Chemical 
   Assessment Documents; 
 
      HSG           The availability and reference number of IPCS Health and Safety Guide; 
       
      ICSC          The availability and reference number of International Chemical Safety Cards  
        produced by IPCS; 
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