
'b .. lld ... 0 b .. lldi .. g .. 5 <lose '0 rh,ue pio .. s as 
yo .. to .. '," Cowley and Fori K ..... tarpe .. '"'" 
begon <onSlnl<llon of a 1 .. Ii-KOI ....... k_up in 
Ap<II. 1~2, <omple'ed les. rho ", ""' mon'hs 
Io'e •. The building 0'",01 ,i,... .~.n .on'olned 
.. , ... monilo.ing ond <ont.ol <."'.', whkh hot 
sir .. " be"n .. mo~d. 

Th. L$T b .. lldlng dupll< .... d eye.., b.om, 
• I ... e" ' ''1'1'011, .IIHener, IIgh., ...... " and hol<h 01 
.he .onk detk .. f Ihe ne .. _..,.pe ship .ho. wos I .. 
b .. <ome Ihe UT, Dupli<"'ed, .ho. I., In w .... d. 
The molerlol. us.d in <on •• rudlon wo .. ld h .. ... 
no beo.lng on . IM! .. enlilolion lest. 10 be 
<ondu<~d. For all in'enls and pu.po.es, 0 
pc-rson . Io .. dlngln 1M building hod 11M fe eling 
of being .. boo.d on UT on .he '"nk d.<k. 

On. 0/ .he firs' ' .51> oHemp.ed wo. '0 OHO<h 
ho.et.o the <OKh" .... of indlyldual""'ko, which 
... " •• In ' .. ,n joi ned '0 0 mos'ar •• ho .... d .. <,.o 
<0'.., gOI •• 10 .h ....... ide. On Ilgno ll,om .he 
monllorlng crew le< .... d in .he building <onlTol 
room, eo<h .onk wo .. ld "011 its engine I .. !urn 
ond dol1 ou' .he b_ 0/ "'e '.nIp' and do_ .he 
romp o ........ gh lo .... 'nll on a he.I'1e sho ••. 
This , .. ltn!q .. e let! 0 fores. of .d>o.... lines 
hong lng I",m the •• iling, «_Ing a b .. il._ln 
ob ..... I. '0 'h. ,o .. k. 1v111t., aft In 'he ,hlp. 
N .. me ...... p,obl.ms _re e n<o .. n'.red In .he 
0y"em, I .. <ludlng le .. k, 'equlrlng pe .. o ..... I.o 
w . .. , pro'u'I ... masks hlnd,ring .helr 
mO~em.n'. Th. r.pea'ed .... of .... o .. s, line. 
wo .. ld r.q .. I •• <on .... n. r.filling otl ••• o<h 
d.pol1u,. of .. "hl,I". wi. hi" .IM! UT. 

Th. 1'40...,. design gro .. p .h." .... I1.d 
upe,lmenling with Ih ..... of ... nlo, 

d.Il""oro, boW.s, and In.e.lo. d. slgn 
<hongu. The 1'40vy ... <hit." ..... n ... ,,11y 
d.cid"d 'hal .he besl way.o .... ".II .. ,e ,h. ' hlp 
woo wllh larg. e"ho .... fan •• ha. de .... d 'he 
en.i •• lank deck O.ea. We. l.y Cawly, opeoki ng 
f.om hi. .e..rd.n,e in Rod<lIff, Ken' ... ky 
mentl_d .ho. -"...,.., 'im •• he d •• lg ...... '_k 
0 .. , .helr pencil and mod. 0 .hong. 10 rh. 
plans, m" ond my ,arpen'." mode ,hong • • '0 
,he b .. lldlng, Wh.n .hry were ... lIdl.d wllh .he 
plano, Ihey ,oiled Ih.m "I' and I.ft. Th e 
bulldlngl'llI.rondo 'oday.-

Th. Impol1 .. nl 'ole the UT play.d In World 
Wo, II ho. be.n .0.11 d .... men'.d In o.her 
1'10'.' ond will no. b<t repeOled h.r •. Wi"'o ... 
tiM h"lp of '"nhrS ond c...,S1nKtion p. roonneI 
", 'ort Kno .. K.n, .. tI,,., _ of 'h" Navy'l mos' 
.... Iq .... ond .e...,liIe ships may hoy. n ...... 
<om. '0 po ••. 

In 'p. oklng wi,h LST ~ ... ronlg.oupo who 
ho ... . o ... ed 'he building, I. ha. bun confirm ed 
• ha' UT. ho .. led mo.e .h"n just 'onks. II ... ", • 
'h. UT Wol used '0 h .... 1 almosl onylhlng .hat 
hod '0 b. ..an.ported o .. e. w .. 'e, ond 
..nlooded o. 0 beach, ,ho'e, ... h",bo •. 

11M .... ..., ' ili..,. of "'. UTwouldeven' .. olly 
be,om. appO .... l . II wos fa .. nd .hal .he 
q .. ick ... werr '0 ."0 ... 0 •• On Is land .... 1 '0 d ... k 
Dn UT on'M b."ch, d .op ,he .omp and _,<h 
II. lank d.<k fill wllh frlghlen.d clyllions ond 
.oldl. ... S'andl"g side b,. . id., Iho .. lde. '0 
Iho .. lder like lo'dl .... , .h .. LST would .hen '0.' 
oft f .. lly looded wllh I •• h .. mon .o.go. 0" o.her 
D<collon •• h. 'onk d""k ,0~ld be fill.d wI.h 
hospUgl cots and .... d 10 .yo<" .. ' . .he 
wo .. nded.o neo.by ho.pilol •. 

I n on. mllilary o<llon. G. n.,o' 
T ...... olt t .. 11y .. xploitfll .h ...... olill..,. 01 

'M Ihlp du.lng 11M Si<ily ioyoolon, wh. n h. 
loa dod hi. LSTs '0 !wi<" ,h.1r <"pod..,., In one 
<a.., 94 ... hl.I •• on one U T. 

Upon <ompl."on ol, •• 'inllo Ih" UT building 
wo. 'rons/erred '0 .h. United 5'0 ••• A.mor 
Sthool ond be<om .. a cla ..... om for IIbo .. ' 3 
d .. od ••. 

Today, ,h. building i. one 01 .h. f. w World 
Wo. II wood.n IIrvc1...... ..metlnlng 01 Fa .. 
K"OL II Is .. sed o. " .'orog. 'o.ili..,. for Ihe 
Potton M ...... m, prolecti .... 0.... an'iq ... 
ormo,*" .. ehl<I •• I",m 'h. 'O"O~I 01 'he 
<h"ng"obl. Ke ..... <lc,. weo.he •. 

The nor ..... 1 elemenls and Ihe .... Imol. no.l .. e 
'0 ,hi. 1'011 of Ken ... tI" ho .... oke n .h.l. '011 lin 
the building. II oports 0 n.w roe!, 'honk. 10 .. 
don ... lon of I"bot- and ..... '.rI .. 1s f.om a 
<on lr,,<lo', who ""D. ..ngog.d '0 roof 
wo •• houses on .he In.'allollon. Th. ""In' is 
pooling and wooden pan.I pi .... or. missing 
on .h. In.ld. of .he b .. ildlng wh • •• bl.d. hll~e 
n"lI.d ond ."is.d ,h.l. yo .. ng. The building 
h ... no hea', .. I. ,ondi.lonlng, or re.troom •. 

In .he mili ... ry where 011 b .. llding. ore 
,on"ru< •• d In simil ... s..,.Ieo bosed on .hei. 
I .. ncllon, .he UY b .. ildlngl •• ruly unlq .. . . " ... ". 
no. built .0 ony known building _Iyl. 0. plan, 
b .. , 'a,he. f'om boo. 1'10"', I .. 0 ... world of 
ard." ". 0 hlslorl< .. I", .. "ure, It I. <on.lde.ed " 
·,e".god." building be<"UI. II d .... nol fl. In 
ony •• <ognl~ed <al.gory o. de .lgn o. 
<on.'ru<.I...,. 
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Thai Never Wenl To Sea 



THE LST BUILDING AT 
FORT KNOX 

When one thinks of unique 
.truelures, thoughts lurn '0 

Egypfs PyrClmids, fronce's Eitle' Tower, ond 
FortKno~'s Gold VouiT. Bul few knowo',he 
exls'e"ce 01 the LST (Londl,,; Ship Tonk) 
building on Ein nh_.rA"" nue, fori K"OlI. 

In Ihe fantasy world of Hollywood, th" 
LST building ;, IoX<lI.d tUI' down Ihe slrH' 
f .... m Ih" GoLd Vault as it appec"'s in the 
James Bond film, Goldfinger. Jusl a s 
Goldfinger 's molo(((>d . lurns off 
Eisenhower Avenue Inlo the dnve woy of 
Ihe Go«! Vault, Ihe LST building 1$ shown 
on Ike lett with its 'ron' sloping much like 
Ihe bow 01 0 ship. The 'ruth of the moffer 
is, the LST building Dnd ,10" Gold Vault or. 
on opposite sldu of th. milltory 
insl .. llolion . 

Th.,e hoy. been "umerous hlslo,les 
wrille" oboul the Landing Ship To"k (LST) 
but ."Idom do Ihey menTIon Th e role 
played by land locked Fort Knox. which lies 
in the I"Olling hills of central Kentucky. 

The story of this building reminds one of 
the Biblical story of NOClh ond his 
mClrvelous Ark which Is chronicled In the 
book of Genesis. Genesis meanS 
beginning and Ihol Is where the slory of 
Forie Knox's Ark should stort, 01 the 
be ginning. 

I n 1941, The fall of France made 
decr thClI a crolS-channel 

;nvo,;on would be required To defeal Ihe 
Third Reich. The British Admiralty was 
quick to submitl"Ough specifications to tM 
United SToles Navy Deportmenl for I ..... 
types and sizes of ships thol would be 
required for Tn" Invoslon, hoping to Move 
Ihem built under the Rooseve lt.Churchlll 
Le nd-leo50 Agreemenl . 
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Testing the LST design at Fort Knox during WWII 

One of Ihe designs called for a 'hlp Ihot 
could CClrry 20 tClnks and a dozen 2-1 /2 Ion 
trucks. The concept of Th e Landing Ship, 
TClnl<. or LST began Its e"olullon. AI the 
time. Ihe Novy and III ship d eslgne" had 
no experience building such a ship, and 
even less Inleresl. 

The requirement lor oceon.golng 
"enels 10 allow lor landing IClnb In a 
combal.reody configuralion on CI hoslile 
s!>ore was on entirely MW concepl In sh ip 
design ond conslrudlon. Navy onhlleds 
qul<k ly reolbed o n e moio' d ellgn 
proble m was the ability to warm up lank 
engines before drivIng down Ihe ship's 
ramp Into hostile fire. Another wos Tne 
need for ....... gh fresh 01. 10 keep the 
creWS of lhose 20 lonb all"e long enough 
todrlve down the ramp. 

This was like slartlng up 20 lonits Inside 
a small garage with Ihe door closed. This 
quesl, delermlnlng how to properly 
venlilale on LST, Is how Fort Knox gol lis 
ownorlc. 

Testing began 01 Aberdeen Pravlng 
Ground wITh a larg e box 

represenllng the spoce one lank could 
occupy In Ihe I hlp. When CI medium tonk 
was placed In Ihe <onlolner with the 
engine operaTing 01 high speed, Ihe 
'nstruments recording the Clmount of toxic 
gas produced proved the volume to be 
slClggering. Furthe r tests uI'ng a lull_"ole 
mock-up was ordered by the WClr 
De portme nt . 

According 10 10<01 Irodition. the Fort 
KnClx posl commander was requested 10 
send IClnb and creWS 10 Aberdee n 10 
portieipote in leiling. The commander In 
his wisdom, suggested Ihe architects come 
10 Fort Knox Insleod. 

Wesley Cowley wos head of t..... Pa5t 
E"SIln ..... at thai time. Now 93 y_rs old, 
Mr. Cowley was Inter"le wed and 
explaine d , 'The orchllecls showed up here 
01 Fort Knox with boot plans, and sold 


