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TABLE 9—FINAL 2012 AND 2013 PACIFIC HALIBUT DISCARD MORTALITY RATES FOR THE BSAI—Continued 

Gear Fishery 
Halibut discard 
mortality rate 

(percent) 

Rockfish ................................................................................... 84 
Rock sole ................................................................................. 87 
Yellowfin sole .......................................................................... 85 

CDQ hook-and-line .................................................................. Greenland turbot ..................................................................... 4 
Pacific cod ............................................................................... 10 

CDQ pot ................................................................................... Pacific cod ............................................................................... 8 
Sablefish .................................................................................. 32 

1 ‘‘Other species’’ includes sculpins, sharks, skates, and octopuses. 
2 Arrowtooth flounder includes Kamchatka flounder. 
3 ‘‘Other flatfish’’ includes all flatfish species, except for halibut (a prohibited species), flathead sole, Greenland turbot, rock sole, yellowfin sole, 

Kamchatka flounder, and arrowtooth flounder. 

Directed Fishing Closures 
In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i), 

the Regional Administrator may 
establish a DFA for a species or species 
group if the Regional Administrator 
determines that any allocation or 
apportionment of a target species has 
been or will be reached. If the Regional 
Administrator establishes a DFA, and 
that allowance is or will be reached 
before the end of the fishing year, NMFS 
will prohibit directed fishing for that 
species or species group in the specified 
subarea or district (see 
§ 697.20(d)(1)(iii)). Similarly, pursuant 
to § 679.21(e), if the Regional 
Administrator determines that a fishery 
category’s bycatch allowance of halibut, 

red king crab, C. bairdi crab, or C. opilio 
crab for a specified area has been 
reached, the Regional Administrator 
will prohibit directed fishing for each 
species in that category in the specified 
area. 

Based upon historic catch patterns 
and anticipated fishing activity, the 
Regional Administrator has determined 
that the groundfish allocation amounts 
in Table 10 will be necessary as 
incidental catch to support other 
anticipated groundfish fisheries for the 
2012 and 2013 fishing years. 
Consequently, in accordance with 
§ 679.20(d)(1)(i), the Regional 
Administrator establishes the DFA for 
the species and species groups in Table 

10 as zero. Therefore, in accordance 
with § 679.20(d)(1)(iii), NMFS is 
prohibiting directed fishing for these 
sectors and species in the specified 
areas effective at 1200 hrs, A.l.t., 
February 23, 2012, through 2400 hrs, 
A.l.t., December 31, 2013. Also, for the 
BSAI trawl limited access sector, 
bycatch allowances of halibut, red king 
crab, C. bairdi crab, and C. opilio crab 
listed in Table 10 are insufficient to 
support directed fisheries. Therefore, in 
accordance with § 679.21(e)(7), NMFS is 
prohibiting directed fishing for these 
sectors and fishery categories in the 
specified areas effective at 1200 hrs, 
A.l.t., February 23, 2012, through 2400 
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2013. 

TABLE 10—2012 AND 2013 DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES 1 
[Groundfish and halibut amounts are in metric tons. Crab amounts are in number of animals] 

Area Sector Species 
2012 inci-

dental catch 
allowance 

2013 inci-
dental catch 
allowance 

Bogoslof District ................................ All ...................................................... Pollock .............................................. 500 500 
Aleutian Islands subarea ................... All ...................................................... ICA pollock ....................................... 1,600 1,600 

‘‘Other rockfish’’ 2 .............................. 570 570 
Eastern Aleutian District/Bering Sea Non-amendment 80 and BSAI trawl 

limited access.
ICA Atka mackerel ............................ 1,000 1,000 

Eastern Aleutian District/Bering Sea All ...................................................... Rougheye rockfish ............................ 231 241 
Eastern Aleutian District .................... Non-amendment 80 and BSAI trawl 

limited access.
ICA Pacific ocean perch ................... 100 100 

Central Aleutian District .................... Non-amendment 80 and BSAI trawl 
limited access.

ICA Atka mackerel ............................ 100 100 

ICA Pacific ocean perch ................... 75 75 
Western Aleutian District ................... Non-amendment 80 and BSAI trawl 

limited access.
ICA Atka mackerel ............................ 40 40 

ICA Pacific ocean perch ................... 10 10 
Central and Western Aleutian Dis-

tricts.
All ...................................................... Rougheye rockfish ............................ 244 258 

Bering Sea subarea .......................... All ...................................................... Pacific ocean perch .......................... 4,854 5,559 
‘‘Other rockfish’’ 2 .............................. 500 500 
ICA pollock ....................................... 32,400 32,451 

Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands ...... All ...................................................... Northern rockfish .............................. 4,700 4,700 
Shortraker rockfish ........................... 393 393 
Squids ............................................... 361 361 
Skates ............................................... 24,700 24,746 
Sharks ............................................... 200 200 
Octopuses ......................................... 900 900 
Sculpins ............................................ 5,200 5,200 

Hook-and-line and pot gear .............. ICA Pacific cod ................................. 500 500 
Non-amendment 80 .......................... ICA flathead sole .............................. 5,000 5,000 
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TABLE 10—2012 AND 2013 DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES 1—Continued 
[Groundfish and halibut amounts are in metric tons. Crab amounts are in number of animals] 

Area Sector Species 
2012 inci-

dental catch 
allowance 

2013 inci-
dental catch 
allowance 

ICA rock sole .................................... 10,000 10,000 
Non-amendment 80 and BSAI trawl 

limited access.
ICA yellowfin sole ............................. 2,000 2,000 

BSAI trawl limited access ................. Rock sole/flathead sole/other flat-
fish—halibut mortality, red king 
crab Zone 1, C. opilio COBLZ, C. 
bairdi Zone 1 and 2.

0 0 

Turbot/arrowtooth/sablefish—halibut 
mortality, red king crab Zone 1, C. 
opilio COBLZ, C. bairdi Zone 1 
and 2.

0 0 

Rockfish—red king crab Zone 1 ....... 0 0 

1 Maximum retainable amounts may be found in Table 11 to 50 CFR part 679. 
2 ‘‘Other rockfish’’ includes all Sebastes and Sebastolobus species except for Pacific ocean perch, northern rockfish, dark rockfish, shortraker 

rockfish, and rougheye rockfish. 

Closures implemented under the 2011 
and 2012 BSAI harvest specifications for 
groundfish (76 FR 11139, March 1, 
2011) remain effective under authority 
of these final 2012 and 2013 harvest 
specifications, and are posted at the 
following Web sites: http:// 
alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/index/ 
infobulletins/infobulletins.asp?Yr=2012 
and http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/ 
2012/status.htm. While these closures 
are in effect, the maximum retainable 
amounts at § 679.20(e) and (f) apply at 
any time during a fishing trip. These 
closures to directed fishing are in 
addition to closures and prohibitions 
found in regulations at 50 CFR part 679. 

Listed AFA Catcher/Processor 
Sideboard Limits 

Pursuant to § 679.64(a), the Regional 
Administrator is responsible for 
restricting the ability of listed AFA 
C/Ps to engage in directed fishing for 
groundfish species other than pollock to 

protect participants in other groundfish 
fisheries from adverse effects resulting 
from the AFA and from fishery 
cooperatives in the directed pollock 
fishery. These restrictions are set out as 
‘‘sideboard’’ limits on catch. The basis 
for these sideboard limits is described in 
detail in the final rules implementing 
the major provisions of the AFA (67 FR 
79692, December 30, 2002) and 
Amendment 80 (72 FR 52668, 
September 14, 2007). Table 11 lists the 
2012 and 2013 C/P sideboard limits. 

All harvest of groundfish sideboard 
species by listed AFA C/Ps, whether as 
targeted catch or incidental catch, will 
be deducted from the sideboard limits 
in Table 11. However, groundfish 
sideboard species that are delivered to 
listed AFA C/Ps by CVs will not be 
deducted from the 2012 and 2013 
sideboard limits for the listed AFA C/Ps. 

Section 679.64(a)(2) and Tables 40 
and 41 of part 679 establish a formula 
for calculating PSC sideboard limits for 

listed AFA C/Ps. The basis for these 
sideboard limits is described in detail in 
the final rules implementing the major 
provisions of the AFA (67 FR 79692, 
December 30, 2002) and Amendment 80 
(72 FR 52668, September 14, 2007). 

PSC species listed in Table 12 that are 
caught by listed AFA C/Ps participating 
in any groundfish fishery other than 
pollock will accrue against the 2012 and 
2013 PSC sideboard limits for the listed 
AFA C/Ps. Section 679.21(e)(3)(v) 
authorizes NMFS to close directed 
fishing for groundfish other than 
pollock for listed AFA C/Ps once a 2012 
or 2013 PSC sideboard limit listed in 
Table 12 is reached. 

Crab or halibut PSC caught by listed 
AFA C/Ps while fishing for pollock will 
accrue against the bycatch allowances 
annually specified for either the 
midwater pollock or the pollock/Atka 
mackerel/‘‘other species’’ fishery 
categories under regulations at 
§ 679.21(e)(3)(iv). 

TABLE 11—FINAL 2012 AND 2013 LISTED BSAI AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER/PROCESSOR GROUNDFISH 
SIDEBOARD LIMITS 

[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Target species Area/season 

1995–1997 

2012 ITAC 
available to 
trawl C/Ps 1 

2012 AFA 
C/P side- 
board limit 

2013 ITAC 
available to 
trawl C/Ps 1 

2013 AFA 
C/P side- 
board limit Retained 

catch Total catch 

Ratio of re-
tained catch 

to total 
catch 

Sablefish trawl ...... BS ......................... 8 497 0.016 948 15 935 15 
AI .......................... 0 145 0 436 0 429 0 

Atka mackerel ....... Central AI A sea-
son 2.

n/a n/a 0.115 4,806 553 3,966 456 

Central AI B sea-
son 2.

n/a n/a 0.115 4,806 553 3,966 456 

Western AI A sea-
son 2.

n/a n/a 0.2 670 134 670 134 

Western AI B sea-
son 2.

n/a n/a 0.2 670 134 670 134 

Rock sole .............. BSAI ...................... 6,317 169,362 0.037 77,691 2,875 77,691 2,875 
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