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Paul Rothman of DNR and state forester Leah MacSwords accepted the award on 
behalf of the partnership. DNR Commissioner Carl Campbell said, “I am extremely proud 
of Paul and Leah in their efforts to bring back Kentucky’s forests.  The reforestation of 
Kentucky surface mining operations is of primary importance and a long-term goal of 
DNR. Their involvement has made DNR a leader in the reforestation of previously mined 
lands since 1996.” 
 
“This is a tremendous honor for the Appalachian Regional Reforestation Initiative, and I 
commend them for their dedication to restoring trees to the mountains,” said First Lady 
Jane Beshear. “Preserving forests is vital to our ecosystem and will sustain the beauty 
that is characteristic of the region.” 
 
Since 1972, the Arbor Day Foundation has given Arbor Day Awards to honor America’s 
foremost tree planters and conservationists.  
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