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COMBAT CENTER ORDER 1758%. 1A

From: Commanding General
T Distribotion List

Subd:  CHILDREN IN SELF-CARR
Ref: fa) WMEO PLYLO. 308

(b} MCO PL700.29

{e) QOO 1711.18
1. &ituation. Fer reference (a), the imstallation wommander will @stabligh
a policy for children residing on a DOD installation for self-carie and
children using activities and participating in programs akoard the base.

2. Cancellation. 0 178%5.1

3. Mission. BProvide a standasd guide comcerning the minimum age that
children way be lefr id “self-cere” progiams and activities aboard the Combat
Uenter.

4.  Bweoution

a. Commander’'s Intent and Coneept of Qperabtions

(1) Commander’s Tntent. Parents, guardians, or designated caretakers
are. responsible and accountable for their children at all times, and are
expected to have full acecuntability for their children. This responsibility
ineludes enguring that the children are safe and extends to such situations
as being unattended in guarters, left alome overnight, participating in self-
release or Senper Fit programs, and being left uwnattended in vehicles or on
playgrounds in accordance with the references.

(2) Cencept of Cperatinns

(a) Before determining whether a chlld can be gafely left in
self-care or safely participates in Fitness, sports or recreation activities,
parents moet consider several important factors. The factors include:
eptablished regulationz, local and state laws, maturity of the .ehild,
duration and freguency of time without direct sugervision, child’s knowledge
of energency proceEdures, any physical and/or emotional diabilivies,
aceesaibility to parent or other specified or iaformed carebaker, number and
ages of other children present without divect adult supsrvigicn, age-
appropriateness of responsibilities given to the child, #nd specific rature
of ongoing ¢hild activities while unsupervised.

(b) A1l ohildren in self-care should receive self-care
instructions from their parents, to ipclude emerdency provedures and phone
numbers, gsuch as uge of 911, basic firgt did, evacuaticon and security
MeASUres,
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(2) Children babysitting ether childrgén are strongly encouraged
to first complets the Avelican Red cfasg babysitter s course.

(d) Based on developmental standards and the factors addressed
above, the following chert outlines the miniwum ages that children may be
left in self-gare and/or participste in Seuper Fit programg and activities.

AGE TNATTENGED | LEFT ALONE | BLAYGLOND SELF- RELEAGH CAR BUEY-S1T | BABY~G LT
) IN ) OVERNIGHT UNATTENDED Youkh & Teen UNATTENDELD SIBLINGS GTHERS
GUARTERS Program {(YATG}

0-9 NG NG 1O RO N NO NQ
10-11 YRS NO TES YRS YES N0 NO
1213 YES N YES YEH YES YEG* YE&*
14-~15 YES NO YES YES YES YES* YEG*
1&-18 YES TES YE& YEG YE3 YEg YES

AGHE Fitnegs Center | Gymuagium | Ragquetball [ Connnity Youth Poals
Cardiovascular Court Center Sports
We lght: Prokgram
Training
0-9 N NO KO- Ny & o [0 HO* +

19-11 NG YES YES Ny ke vEg YEE*#

12-13 NO#** YES YES NO®** YES YEG**

14-15 NQ# YES YES NOw kW YES YES**

16-18 YES** YES YES HOw** YES YHS

* NO OVERNIGHT
#*  Further clardification may be obtaivned by reviewing reference (b),
*+% Fyrther clarificatidén may be obtained by reviewing reference (o).
b. Qoordimating Instructions. The following definitions are provided
for the purpose of this ordex.

{1} Parent. 'The biological father or mether who is responsible for &
child, or a persen who, by @rder of a court of competent jurisdiction, has
been denlafed the Father or mother of a child by adoption; the legsl guardian
of a child; or a persen in whose household a child resides, pravided that
such a pergon stands in loco parentis te that child and who contr¥ibutes at
least one-half of the child’'s suppeort.

pocasional basis, defined as leas than 10 child care hours per week, eithex
in the babysitter's or the whild's howme.

(3Y Self-Care. Care when tHe ¢hild is responsgible for himself or
herself. @&enerally self-care includes children who are responsible for
themgelves before or after schopl, during scheol vacations, and holidaye,
Children in. self-care are sometines referred to latchkey children because
they hawve their own key to leét thevselves inte Their owi homes.

(4} Belf-Release Betivities. Activities offered by the installation
that allow childreén of a wertain age to come and go with minimum adult
supervigion, The galf Releage Program is not a substitute for child
cave/Bupervision needed by thildren in the absence of their parents.
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5. Admipistration and Ldgistics. DPistribution Statement A~1 directives

issued by the Coumanding Gengral are accessible electronically. This Order
may Be viewed at hripe v, Ppe L, e BE LS s /mangiageet Socd 1A roae, gy,

6. Command and Signal

a. Command., This Order ls applicable to all Active Duty, Reserve,

Civilian personnel and Fasily members aboard MCRAGCC.

bo Signal. This Order is effective the date aigned.

A

R, J. ABRLITT
Chiefl of Staff




