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L Situation. Fer reference (a), the inst&llation commander will establish 
a policy for children residing on a DOD installation. for self-care and 
chilO.ren using activit'ies and part·icipating in programs aboar\'l the bae.e. 

2. Cancellation. CCO 1755.1 

3. Mission. Provide a standard guide conberni~g the minimum age that 
childr:en may be left in "'s.elf·care'' programs and activities aboard the Combat 
Center. 

4. Execution 

(l) CommanP,e;r•s Intent. Parents, guardians, or designat.ed caret;;:;.k;ers 
are resppnsible and accountable for their children at all times, and are 
expected to have full accountability for their children. This reaponsibility 
includes ensuring that the children ar.e safe ·and exten:da to sUch situations 
as ~eing unattended in quarters, left alone overnight, participating in self­
release or semper Fit programs, and being left unattended in vehicles or. on 
playgrounds in accordance with the references. 

(2) Concept of Operations 

(a) Before decermining whether a child c~n be safely left in 
self-care or safely participates in fitness, sports or rec~eation activities, 
parents must consider several important factors. The factors include: 
establis~ed regulations, local and ~tate laws, maturity of the child, 
dura·tiori and frequency of time without direct supervision, -child's knowledge 
of ~mergency procedures, any physical and/or emotional disabilities, 
acces.Sibility t:o parent or other specified o:r informed ca·retaker, number and 
.,_ges o.f other children present without direct adult s.upertision, age­
appropriateness of responsibilities given to the child, and specifiC nature 
of ongoing child activities while unsupervised. 

(b) All children in self-care should receive self-care 
instructions from their parents, to include emergency pro'cedures artd phone 
numbers, such as use of. !Ul, basic first aid, evacuation and security 
measures. 
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(e) Children babysitt.i,ng other children are s.trongly encouraged 

to first complete the American Red c.tos~ babysitter·' s course. 

(dl Based on developmental stanQards a:nd the fa.ctors address~d 
above, the following chart outlines the minimum ages that children may be 
left in· self-.care and/or participate. in s·emper Fit programs and activities. 

'"" t:INATTENOEO LEFT ALONE PLAYGOO'NV SELlHtEL~)l '""" aMY ~.SIT BMY~$1T 

IN OVERN!GH'l' UNAT'l'ENO"SO Youth &. Teen UNAT'l'JOO)ED SIBLJN'GS O'rliEltS 
QtJAR't2RS li't'?.9l:''-'lll (YATO) 

0-9 NO NO NO NO NO NO NO 
10-11 YES NO YES YES YES NO NO 

~····· 
12-13 YES NO YES YES YES YES* YES' 
14-15 YES NO YES YES yES YES* YES* 
16-18 YES YES YES 

Court 

* NO OVERNIGliT 

YES 

Cente:r: 

YES 

sportfi 
Program 

YES 

** Further clarification may b~ obtain.t~ti Py reviewing :reference (b) , 
*** Further clari£iCatiO:n may be obt.a.ined by review·ing reference (c) . 

YES 

b. Coordinating Instructions. The fqllowing definitions are provided 
for the pu:rpoae of this order. 

{1) Patent. The biOlogical father or mother who is responsible for a 
child, or a person w:ho, by· order of a court of competent jurisdiction, has 
been de'clar¢d the father o;r mother o.f a child by adoption; the lega 1 guardian 
of a child; or a pe.ts0n in whose hou.sehald a child r.esides, provided that 
such a person ntands in loco_ parentis to that child and who cont:dbutes at 
least one~half of the child's support. 

(2·) :Babysiti;.-_!P.-.9.· An agreement to care far another's children on an 
btcaaional basis, defined as leas than 10 child care hours per week, either 
in the babysitter's or the child's home. 

(3)· Self·-care. care when the child i's responsible for himself or 
herse11'. Generally self-Care includes children who are responsible for 
themselves befo:re or after school, during sqhool vacations, ao,d holidays-, 
Children in self-care are sometimes referred to latchkey children because 
they have thetr own key to let themselves into their own hornen. 

(4} Self-Release Activities. Activities offered ny the installation 
'that allow children of a ee:rtain age t·o come and go with mil'limum a:dult 
s-upervl..sl.on. The Self Releas·e Progr;;tm is not a substitute for child 
care/supervision need:ed by children in the absence of their pa-rents:. 
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5. Administ:rfition and L(lgistics. .Plstr:ibution Stato.ment A-1 directives 
issued by the Commanding G~neral are accessible f')lectronically. 1'his Order 
may bn vi. awed at ~•)lns.rL·•n,,~--Jni 1 .1•:llr ·"!nu:q,,.wr·r / /,·,· r ·_:::.:...CJ 

6. ~2~and and Signal 

a. £:.~~~.1}.9-· This Order is applicable to <ill Active Duty, Reserve, 
Civilian personnel and Family m~mbers aboard MCAGCC. 

b. Thi·s Order is effective the date signed. 

Chief of Staff 
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