COLONEL DOUGLAS M. HARDISON 

Colonel Hardison has served as the Branch Head for Marine Aviation Manpower and Support at HQMC Aviation since June 2010.  
Colonel Hardison is a 1984 graduate of Baylor University, and holds a Master of Science degree in Military Science from Marine Corps University and a Masters of Science in National Security Strategy from the National War College.  

After completing The Basic School, Second Lieutenant Hardison reported to the Combat Engineer Officer’s Basic Course at Camp Lejeune, NC.  Following Engineer School, Second Lieutenant Hardison reported to 7th Engineer Support Battalion, Detachment “Alpha” at Marine Corps Base 29-Palms, CA where he served as an Engineer Platoon Commander.  
Designated a Naval Aviator in January 1988, he transferred to MCAS New River where he served with HML/A-167 in various billets and then deployed with HMM-261 from February 1990 to August 1990, participating in Operation SHARP EDGE in Liberia, Africa.  In July 1991, Captain Hardison reported to the Amphibious Warfare School returning to HML/A-167 the following summer. In January 1994, he deployed with HMM-266 to Mogadishu, Somalia as the Operations Officer for an eight AH-1W aircraft detachment that supported Operations PROVIDE SUPPORT and QUICK DRAW.  Returning in July 1994, he immediately redeployed with HMM-266 to Haiti in support of Operation SUPPORT DEMOCRACY.  

In July 1996, Major Hardison reported to Marine Corps Command and Staff College in Quantico, VA. Graduating from Command and Staff College with distinction, he was assigned to HQMC, where he was responsible for long-range policy and budget issues for the Department of Aviation. He returned in July 2000 to MCAS Cherry Point as the Future Operations Officer for the 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing.  In March 2002, Lieutenant Colonel Hardison was assigned as the Executive Officer for HML/A-269 where he deployed in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM (OIF).   
In December 2003, Lieutenant Colonel Hardison assumed command of VMU-2 and deployed twice more in support of OIF.  During these two deployments, the Night Owls of VMU-2 provided Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) reconnaissance, surveillance and fire support missions for Marine and Army units engaged in combat operations in Fallujah and Ramadi.  During his tenure, VMU-2 earned honors as the Marine Corps’ Command and Control Squadron of the Year.  Lieutenant Colonel Hardison reported to the National War College in July 2005 and graduated with distinction in June 2006.   
In July 2006, Colonel Hardison assumed command of Marine Aircraft Group 42 located at NAS Atlanta, where he oversaw six squadrons composed of 60 fighter, attack, utility and assault aircraft located across four geographic locations.  During this period, he initiated a concept to mobilize HMLA-773 three years earlier than its projected mobilization window to respond to a shortfall in HMLA support for Operation Iraqi Freedom.  In June 2008, Colonel Hardison decommissioned the Group Headquarters, two of its squadrons and transferred the remaining squadrons to other Aircraft Groups within 4th Marine Aircraft Wing.  
In July 2008, Colonel Hardison reported to the Joint Staff, Strategic Plans and Policy where he assumed duties as the Assistant Deputy Director for Pol-Mil affairs for Europe, NATO, Russia and Africa including NATO’s leadership role with the International Security Force in Afghanistan.  
Colonel Hardison’s personal awards include the Defense Superior Service Medal, the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star (Gold star in lieu of 2nd award), the Meritorious Service Medal (Gold star in lieu of 2nd award), Air Medal with Valor and five Strike/Flights, and Navy Commendation Medal (Gold star in lieu of 2nd award).  Happily married, Colonel Hardison and his wife, the former Kelley Simonds of Annandale, VA, live in Stafford, VA, and have a son and two daughters.  
