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MS. MUELLER

We're going to go ahead and get started
tonight. M nane is Lee Mieller. | work
in the Public Affairs O fice at the Arny
Cor ps of ENngi neers. Thank you very much
for joining us. | would |like to recognize
sone of the representatives we have wth
us, the Mayor of Wavel and, M. Garci a.

Al so, we have Fred Sullivan representing
Congressman Pal azzo's office. Thank you
for com ng.

As |'msure you' ve heard, this is a
joint study between the Corps of Engineers
in New Ol eans and the State of Louisiana's
Coastal Protection and Restoration
Aut hority. 1'Il just go ahead and
recogni ze the team nenbers we have here
wth us this evening: M. Ws LeBl anc,
Program Manager; M cael a Coner, Study
Manager; and Chuck Peri don, Public
Information Director. He's in the back of
the room And then fromthe Corps, Danny
Wei gand, Pl anner; Ti m Axtan, Seni or
Pl anner; Bill MFarl and, Manager; and Sandy

Stiles fromthe Environnental Branch.
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As you can see, tonight is the fifth of
si X public scoping neetings. W'IlIl be out
in St. Bernard on Thursday, if you guys
have any famly or friends you think wl]l
be interested in | earning nore about this
st udy.

Real quick, what we're going to cover
tonight. First, we'll start with an
overview of the L.C A, the Louisiana
Coastal Area Ecosystem Restoration Program
then we'll nove into sone details about the
study we're here for tonight, the
M ssi sssi ppi R ver Hydrodynam c and Delta
Managenent Study. Then we'll go over the
Nat i onal Environnental Policy Act Scopi ng
Process, which is your opportunity to give
public input into this study.

Now, we understand sonetimes our
presentations are pretty technical and
sci ence- based, so after the presentation
we' || have an informal question-and-answer
session. The teamw ||l be available to
answer any questions you may have.

Now, if you don't have a question but

you do have a comment, a conplaint, or
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maybe a conplinent about the study we're
here for, the formal scoping session is
your opportunity to submt a fornal
comment. The court reporter is here this
eveni ng and she'll capture it in our fornal
record. So if you want a formal commrent to
be captured in the scoping report, the
formal scoping session is your opportunity
to do so. And so just to reiterate why
we're here tonight, public input is a
really inportant part of this process for
this study.

We'll just start the presentation.
First, Mcaela Coner, with CP.RA , wll
start the presentation.

M5. CONER:

Can everyone hear nme all right if |
speak this way? Please let ne know if for
any reason you can't hear ne. |I'mgoing to
start today by giving a little overvi ew of
t he Loui si ana Coastal Area Program It was
initiated based on a report that was
finalized in | ate 2004, early 2005. The
goal of the programis basically to revise

the current trend of ecosystem degradati on.
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The report identified 15 what we call
near-term projects that could be

i npl emented in the short-term These were
the things that they said we need to go
ahead and get out and get these projects
acconplished to hel p save our coast, so
these were the critical needs.

At the sane tine, the report al so
identified six long-term |arge-scale
studies, so while you're inplenenting these
projects go ahead and take a cl oser | ook at
what we need to do over the long-termon a
broader scale for ecosystemrestoration.

So what we're doing now is begi nning
two of those long-term | arge-scale
studies, and we're conbining it into one
report. They are the M ssissippi River
Hydr odynam c Project, which is studying
basically sedi nent and water patterns in
the M ssissippi R ver, and then the
M ssi ssi ppi Ri ver Delta Managenent Project,
whi ch is going to focus on how can we use
t hose sedi nent and water resources in a way
that can create a sustai nabl e coast al

environnment 1 n the basins.
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Here is a map show ng those 15
near-termprojects that were identified in
t he Loui si ana Coastal Area Report. They
are made up of various types of projects,
ri ver sedi nent production, marsh creation,
and barrier island restoration. These
projects we're currently working on. They
are in various stages, so sone of themare
in planning, sonme of themare in what we
call pre-construction engi neering and
desi gn, which is that phase right before
constructi on.

So you can see that to date the
Loui si ana Coastal Area Program has focused
on these near-term features, but now under
t he M ssissippi R ver Hydrodynam c and
Del ta Managenent Study we're going to take
a | ook at how these projects work in
concert, identify what gaps we have so that
we can recommend that those projects be
aut hori zed by Congr ess.

This is a map showi ng our proposed
study area. Renenber that this map is
currently in draft form W need your

I nput and your feedback on this. It begins
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at the nmouth of the M ssissippi R ver and
the Gulf and extends north into Vicksburg.
And the reason that we're doing that, we're
doi ng sonme nodeling in the M ssissipp

Ri ver and we want to try and capture sone
of the conplexities in the river alittle
further north. This area right along the
coast here, we included that area to try
and capture sone of what we call | ongshore
sedi nent transport processes, which is
basically the nmovenent of sedi nent west
along the coast that is carried by wind and
water currents. That's why that area's

i ncl uded.

We're going to continue to refine the
study area as we go. Once we find out nore
information, we're going to choose where we
want to place certain projects, certain
coastal restoration features, and then
we're going to kind of delve in and take a
cl oser | ook at those specific areas. So
this will continue to be refined.

Here are sone quick facts about the
project. As | tal ked about earlier, this

is the first |arge-scale, |ong-term study
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which is authorized by the Water Resources
Devel opnent Act of 2007. |In this study,
we're going to consider and eval uate the
benefits of what projects we propose under
t he study, what the benefits wll be, and
are also going to wite what we call an
environmental inpact statenent that's goi ng
to di scl ose what inpacts these projects

m ght have to the river and to the coastal
ar eas.

We signed a cost-share agreenent in
August of 2011. |It's a $25.3 M proj ect.
It's slated to take approximately five
years. The State of Louisiana and Arny
Cor ps of Engineers are 50/50 partners in
this project, so we share the work and we
share the cost 50/ 50.

Going into a little nore detail about
each portion of this study, the
hydrodynam ¢ portion of the study w ||
eval uate the M ssissippi R ver systemto
assess its operation with respect to
ecosystemrestoration, flood risk
reduction, and navigation. So when we say

eval uate, we're going to quantify how nuch
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and where the river resources are

avail able. W're going to develop tools to
eval uate those resources over tine, and
then we're going to nake deci sions on how
to best inplenent restoration strategies to
maxi nrum t he use of those resources that are
avail able. Traditionally, the river has
been managed for navi gation and fl ood
protection, so this study gives us the
chance to el evate ecosystemrestoration as
a val uabl e service that the river provides
the coasts of Louisiana and the nation as a
whol e.

The Del ta Managenent portion of the
study is going to identify and eval uate
what features we need, what projects we
need to restore Delta growth, what we need
to do to build land. Sone of the features
that we are going to | ook at m ght include
sone of the larger scal ed diversion
projects, 50,000 cfs, cubic feet per
second, and above. W m ght | ook at
di version projects that are snaller than
that as well. W could potentially | ook at

the need to align the navigation channel,

10
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realign the navigation channel. W wll
al so | ook at other features, such as
outfall managenent features, dedi cated
dredgi ng, etcetera, what are things that
are going to conplinent and work together.
So all of these things wll be considered.
Now, | don't want you to think that we
are starting fromscratch. W are not
starting fromscratch. Fromthe State of
Loui siana's perspective, this study is
going to be heavily influenced by
Loui siana's 2012 Coastal Master Plan. It's
going -- basically, what the Coastal Master
Pl an has done is identified projects and
features that the state feels is necessary
for restoring Louisiana's coast, so we're
going to take a closer | ook under this
study, help and formthe placenent and
operations of those projects and di versions
that were recommended in the Master Pl an.
The type of analysis we need, we need nore
detailed information to bring those
projects to construction. Al so, we need to
provi de informati on necessary for those

projects to be authorized through Congress.

11
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The final deliverable for this study is
an environnental inpact statement that wl |
di scl ose, as we discussed earlier, the
benefits and i npact of those restoration
features that we sel ect.

I'"mgoing to turn it over to Danny
W egand, with the Corp, who's going to talk
alittle about sone of the problens we' ve
identified and some objectives that we
identified fromthe study.

MR W EGAND

Good evening. Again, ny nane is Danny
Wegand. |I'mwth the Corps of Engi neers,
in New O leans. First off, I'd like to
t hank you all for com ng out tonight,
taking tinme out of your busy schedules. W
real ly appreciate your input and | ook
forward to your feedback

I'"mgoing to talk a little bit about
t he Corps' planning process and sone of the
initial steps that we take when we initiate
the process. One of the first things we do
out the gate is try to identify the
problens and articulate it in a clear way.

It's very inportant to get a new pl anni ng

12
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study on the right -- up on the right foot.
As M cael a said, we conbined two
studi es, the Hydrodynam c Study and the
Del ta Managenent Study, into one. Really,
| think the Hydrodynam c Study is kind of
the river side, and then the Delta
Managenent Study is what happens in the bay
side. So this first problemthat we have
up here is kind of what we have in the
river. W know a | ot about what happens in
the river, but we are mi ssing sone data and
alittle bit of a |lack of understandi ng on
sone of the -- on the resources that are
avai | abl e and how havi ng ecosystem
restoration in whole, howthat changes
things with the traditional occurrences of
navi gation and flood risk reduction. So
that's our first problemwe' ve identified.
Then we started | ooking on the basin
side or the bayside, and I don't think this
is any news to anybody, but we're
experiencing land |loss at a pretty rapid
rate from Sout heast Louisiana, so |land | oss
and di sruption of the deltaic process is

obvi ously a problemfor us. Another

13
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baysi de problem the bayside is a very
conpl ex and dynam c system And we stil
have a ot to |l earn about that, so that's
definitely sonething that made our |ist.

Lastly, I'"'msure you all are very
famliar wwth it as well, that the Gulf of
Mexi co i s encroaching on our communities
and our hones. | think we're all pretty
wel | aware of that.

So now t hat we have our probl ens
identified, the next step is | ook for what
opportunities do we have avail able to us
and how can we, you know, fix the problens
or make things better.

The first opportunity that we have
identified is we really | ooked to create
this systemm de suite of tools and data
sources that wll be available to this
project as well as other restorations
projects, especially on a |arge scale and
nore whol e systemn de type of approach. So
that's the first opportunity.

Secondly, we see an opportunity to nore
effectively manage those resources that we

just nentioned are a problemfor us and

14
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that we don't fully understand them W
see an opportunity to nore effectively
manage t hose resources, especially with
ecosystemrestoration as whole, in addition
to navigation and flood risk reduction. W
see an opportunity here to go a step
further fromthings we've done in the near
past and reconnect the river and the
resources that are available in the river
to those basins in the bayside, whether it
be Barataria, Breton, or Pontchartrain, any
of those basins that are in our study area.

And then this is where we get into nore
of a sustainability way of thinking. Once
we have a | ot of these resources avail able
to us and we figure out what it is that
| ooks good, we want to influence those
processes and have a nore net-positive
elevation in the receiving areas, so
essentially a sustai nable coast is kind of
the bottomline with that.

And this last one simlarly gets to
that. We see an opportunity to rethink
hydrol ogy in the basins or the baysi de of

the Delta and nake and create things that

15
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are going to | ast | onger, be nore
sust ai nabl e over tine.

So now that we've identified the
probl ens and the opportunities, the next
step is to take all this information and
boil it down into a goal and sone
achi evabl e objectives. So what we've cone
up with for the study goal is basically a
|l ot of the things | just tal ked about,
reconnecting the river and resources that
are available in the river and creating a
sust ai nabl e coast, and having all this work
in conjunction with navigation, flood risk
reduction. W don't want to conpromn se
t hose services that exist.

Wth that, that overall and
overreaching -- well, not overreaching, but
that overall goal, we've identified these
objectives, simlar to a |lot of the things
we' ve al ready seen, but we want to identify
t hose resources that are in the river and
quantify themto the best of our ability,
then figure out how to direct them so that
we can nore effectively manage t hem and

al so create a deci si on-nmaki ng franewor k

16
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This is nore of a progranmmti c approach to
what we're doing. W want to do things for
this study, but it will -- this first

|l ong-term | arge-scale restoration feature
of the L.C. AL Program we want to | ook at
all coastal restoration and provide
framework for all these studies to have
sonething to work fromas far as the
resources and under st andi ng the dynam cs
and conpl exi ti es.

Lastly, this kind of goes back to the
sustainability. W want to get those
resources into the basin and the bayside
and keep themthere and have that so that
you end up with a net positive in your
coastal area.

Now, | think that is all for me. |
think now I'll turn it over to Sandy to
explain the N E. P. A and scopi ng process.
MS. STI LES:

Good evening. | appreciate you guys
com ng out tonight to offer your
suggestions and input into this study. |
am a substitute environnental nmanager. The

true environnental manager on the study,
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Bill Klein, he's been under the weather, so
| ' mstepping in to help himout wth this.

The Nati onal Environnental Policy Act
of 1969 ensures that environnental
information is available to the public and
deci si on- makers before decisions or
anything -- before any action is taken.
Also with that Act it spells out the
scopi ng process. It identifies an
opportunity for the public to provide input
into the study on what's inportant, where
you want the study to go, what the
significant resources are to you, what you
think the study should focus on, and the
scopes of the study, how big or how little
shoul d the study be.

The Environnental | npact Statenent,
whenever there's a nmjor federal action
it's required that the Federal Governnent
prepare an Environnental | npact Statenent,
E.A or EI.S For this study we're doing
E1.S. It will detail the environnental
i mpact of the action. Those can be
beneficial and those can be for there may

be mtigation, those kind of things.

18
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Schedul e for the E.1.S, the notice of
i ntent was published in the Federal
Regi ster March 23rd of 2012. W're going
t hrough the scopi ng process right now.
This is the fifth neeting of six public
nmeeti ngs planned. The draft E.1.S. is
pl anned for Novenber 2015. That's about
the tine frane it wll be presented to the
public for the 45-day coment period. The
final E.1.S. is expected in January 2016,
and then that would end for the record of
deci si on.

Scoping, as | stated, it was published
in the Federal Register March 23rd of 2012.
This is an opportunity for those interested
in the study to give your input and guide
t he study on where it goes on the issues
that are inportant to you, what you want us
to talk about. This is your neeting. You
know, you can take it where you want to
take it and, you know, we wel conme your
i nput. We want your input. The study can
only get better with your involvenent.

After all of the scoping neetings, the

Si X scoping neetings, we're going to

19
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devel op a public scoping report. It's

pl anned after 30 days, so you would need to
provi de your input within 30 days so that
we can get it into the scoping report.
However, scoping |asts throughout the
study, all the way through. Technically,
till you get to the final, but the sooner
you get your input in, the sooner we can
get it into the study that way. So if you
want your information into the scoping
report, we need your input in 30 days.
Those who are interested in receiving a
copy of the scoping report, provide your
nane and address and we wi Il make sure that
you get a copy.

So now i s the question and answer
session. | have one suggestion just from
the ot her neetings and how t hey' ve gone,
save it for -- ask questions during this
period. Your coments really cone after
the Q and AA So | don't want anybody to
provi de any comments, but we'd just ask
t hat you save them
MS. MUELLER

I*'mgoing to have sone of our team
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menbers cone up and sit up here.
MR Kl DD:

I'"'mMark Kidd. | live here in
Wavel and. Let's say this all goes through
and we go ahead and have the coast al
protection and everything else in
Louisiana. |If we refer back to 2005 when
we had Hurricane Katrina, instead of us
havi ng 30 feet of water, how much nore do
you thi nk we woul d have here?

MR AUXTMAN:

Let ne take that. Let ne preface this
by saying that the things we're considering
in the districts we are studying, the
probl ens we'd have, and | did ask those in
regard to our coastal protection and so
forth, what | can tell you is if there was
a barrier plan proposed, you' d expect to
see the biggest inpact fromthe Pearl R ver
in nore of the -- and it's pretty
consi stent from actual event from 100 up to
500 fromthe inpact we saw. |'mtalking on
top of whatever that surge is, not in terns
of --

MR, KI DD:

21
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Have you ever been here during the
sunmer when we experience hard wnds wth
the | evee that we have, just from east
w nds on our inlands how nuch fl oodi ng we
have at that tinme? So | can really inmagine
if we have a strong hurricane, sonething
that could be in our future with a barrier,
you know, the water's going to pile up.

And we do have a lot of lowlying areas in
Wavel and and the Jordan R ver, so on. That
water's going to back up and pile up and
there's going to be fl ooding.

MR AUXTMAN:

Il will tell you this, what we -- and
this is working with Mbile on their
program what we saw was from the Pearl
R ver about an additional two feet if we
had that barrier. As you go eastward,
probably about the tine you get to Bay St.
Louis it's about five-tenths. By the tine
you get to the &ulf, we're down to about
two-tenths. And that's on top of what --
so that's the inpact.

MR Kl DD:

Is that with a stormli ke Katri na?
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MR AUXTMAN:

That additi onal anmount of water was
pretty consi stent regardless of the size of
the storm Wth that inpedinent, those
nunbers woul d be what we expect to see
additionally. W did get, |, | got about
300 letters fromresidents from Coast al
M ssi ssippi at the end of that study that
cane fromthe Mbile district that was sent
to that commander and then forwarded to us.
One of the things they pointed out, and
they were actually correct, was there
wasn't a sufficient |evel of coordination
in order to nove forward wth any option.
In fact, we didn't nake any fi nal
recomendations in that report. W pointed
to five or six things in multiple areas,

i ncluding the Eastern part of Loui siana,
that you'd like to see. But we didn't make
any final recomendation at that tinme. The
Master Pl an does | ook at the broader range
of restoration, coastal protection. |

don't believe the Master Plan points to

t hat opti on.

MR. LEBLANC:

23
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And just to be clear, this study is not
going to focus on protecti on nmeasures.

This is just |ooking at ways to get the
resources fromthe river into the recedi ng
basins. So, you know, in the event that it
woul d have inpact to M ssissippi, we're
going to take all that into consideration
when we | ook at that.

MR. Kl DD:

I may di sagree. You know, all the
information that we have, you know, | know
next year you all are going to go ahead and
put everything in place, but |I'mjust
really concerned what could happen to our
city, you know, froma storm You know,
| ook where we're at right now over five
years past Hurricane Katrina. There are so
many assets that we still have al ong the
beach here, not so many. | would hate to
see sonething put in place that would harm
certain people by trying to protect
Loui si ana.

MS. MUELLER
That sounds |i ke sonet hi ng naybe you

al so could keep for the scoping conment

24
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section as well to nake sure that's
captured. Do we have any ot her questions?
MR, HI NSON:

I'"mPatrick H nson, fromBay St. Louis.
The el evation for that, what tine period
are you conparing it to that we can see
this kind of erosion we're having on the
coast, like as far as you all's nap?

MR VAEI GAND:

Li ke M cael a nentioned in her
presentation, we have a |lot of data already
from ongoi ng coastal restoration projects
in the Louisiana area, so we're going to
try to utilize as much of this new data,
this secondary data that is available. CQur
study area is still pretty broad and we
target in on specific areas where we know
we've got a gap, then we mght identify
sone addition data. Right now we're
| ooki ng at secondary dat a.

MR, HI NSON:

Then you need to know how fast things
are changi ng before you cone up with a plan
of action?

MR VEI GAND

25
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R ght.
MR AUXTMAN:

And that's in the study nmap for the
area. Basically, within that study area
we'l|l be assessing for future condition, 50
years out, 100 years out, into the future.
We're |l ooking at different sea | evel rising
areas associated with that.

MR GARCI A

Well, | guess that goes along with the
question | was asking earlier, you know,
where we had the green spots marked that's
where you determ ned possi ble areas of
outflow to be taken out of the river to
determne a | ot of these things, correct?
MR AUXTMAN:

That will be the future with that
condi tion, how would we change the
condi ti on.

MR, LADNER

How rmuch consultati on have you had with

Vi cksburg and Mobile in that?
MR AUXTMAN:
As far as this study, we have a | ot of

coordi nation with Vicksburg. W don't

26
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really have as nmuch coordi nation wth
Mobile on this particular study. On

previ ous studies we were tal ki ng about, the
surge, we worked very, very close with
Mobile on that. That's, again, the

previ ous study we were tal king about.

MR, LADNER

When you dredge the rivers for flood
control, how nmuch storm surge as you
renouri sh the marshes can you reduce on
Loui si ana?

MR. LEBLANC:

It really depends on where we repl ace
that and, you know, what direction the
stormcones in from But any narsh
restoration efforts or sedi nent placenent,
we're going to evaluate that and | ook at
that particul ar area.

MR, LADNER

If we don't renourish our marshes,
that's what we're going to do, we won't
protect out inlands from storms.

MR, LEBLANC:
We're only tal king about a foot per

m | e dependi ng on the anmount -- the type of
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forestation. The rule of thunb is one foot
per mle of wetl and.
MR, LADNER

So that would have to be a very, very
vi abl e question to us here in M ssi ssippi
how nuch storm surge | and reduced on our
si de, because anyt hing adversely affects
what's going on with us over here.
MR GO NS:

Stradford Goins. A question regarding
t he inpact. How do you eval uate the
benefits to Louisiana at the expense of
M ssi ssi ppi, specifically the benefits of
the shipping industry versus the industries
in Coastal M ssissippi, the tourism and
gam ng? You know, the things you' re doing
to protect Louisiana are going to have
adverse i npact on the industries here in
M ssi ssi ppi. How does your study
specifically address that?
MR VAEI GAND:

To address the benefits part, we --
this is a national ecosystemrestoration
study, so it focused on the ecosystem

restoration. And we go through the process
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of quantifying typically wetland val ues up
close in your study area. So that gives us
benefits, and then as part of that, as part
of the broader eval uation process for the
proj ect you have to | ook at inpact to
fisheries or any soci oeconom c concerns.
You know, as we get further along in the
process, we identify what sort of --

MR GO NS:

So you're not | ooking at the industry,
the gam ng i ndustry, our tourismindustry?
MR,  VEI GAND:

Yeah. Yeah. That's what |'m sayi ng.
Once we get -- you know, we're still very
early in the process and we have a big
study area. That's going to be --
ultimately need to narrow t hat down,
especially if we start targeting an area
that wll have nore obvious inpacts to
M ssissippi. W'Il definitely start
coordinating nore with Mbile and getting

MR, GO NS:

How do you address, say the future of

gam ng, where our coastal communities are
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| ooki ng to expand, you know, beyond the
nunber of casi nos you have here? How w ||

your study address that future?

MR VAEI GAND:
I'"msorry, | msunderstood gam ng. You
mean |i ke casinos, stuff like that?
MR, GO NS:
R ght.
MR VAEI GAND:

| nean, as far as our economni cs
analysis, | have to admit |I'mnot sure |'ve
ever seen that line item But since we're
getting i nput, you know, that's sonething
that we can definitely incorporate when we
get into that point in the study and see
t he need.
MR AXTMAN:

The point Danny nmade is in the N E R
study | ooks at ecol ogical output, and it
wll look at direct economc trail. |
don't believe the study at this point is
scoped to look at or quantify is there a
surge nodification on that. | think that's
what you're referring to.

MR GO NS:
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Well, it's both. 1'mlooking at it
fromthe environnental side and the
econom c side. Fromthe environnenta
side, are you all going to consider
anyt hi ng, you know, the future? 1In a
coupl e years the Panama Canal w || be
running and we'll have the | argest ships
and they're going to dredge the river to go
deep and that's actually what caused the
wetl ands to get in the situation that
they're in confining the river to those
banks. Now they're going to deepen it and
cause an even nore adverse inpact on the
environnment. You know, the better solution
is, you know, elimnate the | evees al ong

the river and let the river into the marsh,

but | doubt if your study's even consi dered
t hat .
MS. STI LES:
The E.I.S. w Il address soci oeconom c
i npact, adverse and beneficial. To the

extent that we can quantify it, we wll. |
think it's too early to tell exactly what
tools we would use to determ ne what those

I mpacts would be, but it's not going to be
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like an NNE.D. W're not going to
determ ne the econom c benefits in a dollar
amount, but fromthe standpoint of, you
know, putting a diversion it wll have

i npacts and ram fications and we do have to
address that, and they wll be addressed.
MR, GO NS:

But specifically I"'mtrying to state,
the bottom-- the underlying problemwth
the marsh is it is not getting nutrients
and fresh water, and the reason they're not
IS because there's a levee. But there's no
pl an, no consideration to just tell the
navi gation i ndustry, you know, we're topped
out. You've always conceded to the
navi gati on i ndustry at the expense of the
envi ronment. You know, is there any part
of this study that would address, you know,
that as an option, telling the navigation
I ndustry that we've reached our capacity,
you know, this is it, we're not going to
damage our environment anynore just to
benefit your industry?

Actual ly, that would al so get rid of an

adverse i npact to the Coast of M ssissippi
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because what you've done with that river by
maki ng a floodwall just puts it on St.
Bernard, New Ol eans, and M ssi ssippi, and
it's all for the benefit of the shipping
i ndustry at the expense of Coast al
M ssissippi. No one's |ooked at that as an
econom c i npact.
MR VAEI GAND

Just to answer your question, just a
rem nder, the goal of this study is to | ook
at getting the resources that are in the
river and then to connect over the years
getting those resources out of the river
and into the basins. But we do have to --
we are bringing ecosystemrestoration up to
a level playing field wth navigation and
wet | and production. So | think to answer
your question, yeah, we are going to be
eval uating the three of them and how can
they coexist and still provide the
servi ces.
MR GO NS:

| wouldn't say on equal |evel because
you're going to have dredging to

accommodat e those | arger ships wthin two
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years. The L.A C.P.R Master Plan is not
going to have a net gain on wetlands till
30 years fromnow. You can't say doing
sonething in 2 years versus 30 years is an
equal playing field.

MR. LEBLANC:

This study is going to evaluate the
capabilities the river has as it stands
now. W're going to | ook at alternative
navi gati on channels, and that nmay be
sonet hing that we have to | ook closer at if
we realize we can't neet our restoration
goal s and keep navi gati on status quo.

MS. RANMSEY:

Does the Corp still have a nodel of the
M ssi ssi ppi R ver sonewhere, naybe |ike
Vi cksburg or sonewhere? | thought that
years ago there was a nodel. | thought
sonet hi ng was sai d sonewhere about you had
a nodel of the Mssissippi Rver. 1I'm
Si byl Ransey.

MR VAEI GAND:

| think Mcaela nentioned it, we are --

the study area going up to Vicksburg on

that map that she showed you, and the
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hydrodynam ¢ side of the study of the river
we are testing a lot, data collection. And
we do have sone existing nodels in certain
regions of the river, so we are utilizing
t hose exi sting nodels. W have one
di mensi onal, two dinensional, and nulti
di nensi onal nodels with various paraneters.
V5. RAMSEY:

Are those digital, or do you nean

actual physical --

MR, WVEI GAND:
Digital, I'"'msorry.
MR. LEBLANC:

And they do have a snall scal e nodel at
Loui siana State University. And they're
actually working to nodify that and bring
it up to the new specifications, you know,
how the river's changed and what not.

MS. RANMSEY:

Ckay. Because | thought years ago |
heard sonet hi ng about a nodel .

MR. LEBLANC:

They built it in France and brought it
over here, and then they're starting to

wor k on sections now.



© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

MR AXTMAN:

I think you're referring to basically a
nodel that has the river from M nnesota al
the way to the Gulf that was outside of
Vi cksburg, and that is still there but it's
been deconm ssi oned.

MS. RAMSEY:
| see. Thank you.
M5. MUELLER

Any addi ti onal questions?
MR, LANDRY:

Steve Landry. Concerning along the
@Qul f Coast, once you set the boundaries for
this study and the study's underway and you
find that sonething pops up, would the
boundari es be extended so that any probl ens
can be addressed, or once these boundaries
are established that's it?

MR AXTMAN:

Typically once you set the boundary,
you have them set the nodel up within those
boundaries. |If sonethi ng woul d happen,
started show ng up, we woul d consi der
expanding that. | think in terns of what

| and and vegetative response m ght be, |
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think all that will occur within the
boundari es there. You know, the other
thing that's going on is soil changes,
what's happening in fresh and salt water.
You know, | think the nodel has a pretty
good handl e on what the extent of that is,
but if there's sonething there once we
start running the nodels --
MR. LANDRY:
So there are reasons to extend that?

MR AXTMAN:

Yes. We've done that on a coupl e of
studi es here recently.
MR. SULLI VAN

Fred Sullivan with Congressnan
Pal azzo's office. So if | understand what
you' re sayi ng, when you set the boundaries
for the study it's because you then take
these projects that you' re | ooking at that
they woul dn't have i npact outside of the
boundari es of the study; is that right?
MR AXTMAN:

Ri ght.
MR. SULLI VAN

Thank you.
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MR, GO NS:

Just one followup on that. You're
saying it won't have an inpact beyond the
boundari es of your study, but it wll.
It's an economic in addition to
environmental. Wen you -- the tourism and
gam ng industry are going to be outside of
your boundary all the way to Jackson
County. You're going to have effects al
al ong the Coast with tourismand gam ng.
They' re going to be outside that project
boundary and have direct results of your
project. | nmean, how are you going to
address that?

MR AXTMAN:

' mnot sure | understand what --
MR GO NS:

When you protect flood water from
Loui siana to M ssissippi, you're going to
have an effect on our gam ng and tourism
industry. And that's going to extend
beyond this artificial project boundary
| i ne versus the actual inpact along the
Coast. How are you going to address that?

MR, LADNER:
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I'"d like to expand it, if you ask ne.
He tal ks about our gam ng and tourism and
fishing in your boundary lines that's
proposed here in your floodwalls. Qur
port, which is the livelihood for Hancock
County, sits right outside these
boundaries. That's why | asked the
question, one, where are you going -- how
much storm surge and what are you going to
do? How nmuch cooperati on have you had from
Vi cksburg and Mobil e? Nobody | don't think
here has taken that into account.

I've listened to you all say about the
studi es that you all have done al ready, but
| don't agree with them | have to be
honest with you, that's just ne. |If you
have the majority of Hancock County's
t axpayers wor ki ng out of our port, how do
you put a price on the |livelihood of every
Hancock County resident here by creating
this, and al so Hancock County, M ssi ssi ppi
and as far as Mobile port with the tourism
and casi nos?

MR, HI NSON:

I think they're working on restoring
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the marsh and reversing --
MR, LADNER

They are. They are. They're reducing
t he storm surge by buil ding up sinking
Loui siana. Wile that reduces the anount
of storm surge that affects Loui siana,
which in turn is not going to be able to go
up in those marshes, wll cone over here
and flood our port that's the livelihood of
our people in Hancock County.

M5. CONER:

I think that that kind of does a
systemm de scope i nstead of just Louisiana
State. | kind of think of it as a | arge
city/river system So | think hearing
toni ght the comments that you' ve brought
up, | really appreciate the comments in the
scopi ng portion, that you feel that
expandi ng the study area woul d be a good
idea. There's going to be --

MR, LADNER

And granted, with that being said,
that's why | cane. | understand
Loui siana's putting up 50 percent natch

that the Corps of New Oleans is. Here we
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have Vi cksburg in M ssissippi that's not

I mpl enented cones up to us and says, hey,
we have to protect what's down here. The
Mobile district runs right here. You have
to look at the opposite. They need to
consolidate theminto one and that way
there's a fornal study done al ong the whol e
@Qulf Coast to see how much it inpacts not
only the |l evees, the restoration of the

mar shes, but everything, even the cl osing
of Lake Pontchartrain and Slidell's going
to be adversely affected. There has not
been a whol e study that | have seen between
the three of them Ganted, the person is
here tonight that's lived to fight for us
who happens to have an opinion, and | would
al nrost encourage himto stand up and

I nterject sonething.

MR,  PULLMAN:
| intend to. | had ny hand up.
MR AXTMAN:

That's a good point, and we like to
have your comments. | woul d suggest, you
know, what you want to say is you want to

make sure we | ook at nodification storm
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surge as part of this. That wll make a
totally different nodel than what we're
fitting into these boundaries. The nodel
that we have in front of you, that wouldn't
be the ulf. It would be the nodel that
we've run already for the Gulf post

Katri na. Anywhere we're | ooking at surge,
we're | ooking at stormtracks.

MR, PULLMAN:

My nane is Rodrick Pull man,
RODRI-CK, Pullnan. Il live in
Pearlington. |'ve got a few questions. |
mean, the M ssissippi River's been in
exi stence for a long, long tinme. You' ve
got the A d R ver construction site and you
al so have the Mrganza Spillway. Have you
all been able to tie that into any past
studies to show the maj or benefits from
I nduci ng sedinents fromthe M ssi ssi ppi
R ver and what it's acconplished on the
West side of the M ssissippi River systenf
Can you tell us what that's acconplished,
because that's exactly what you' ve done?
And you' ve al so done sone i nduction through

the Bonnet Carre Spillway.
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I'd just |ike to know what are the
benefits fromthe past. Have you studied
what's the benefits and what benefits are
we going to see on this side? And I
under stand the concerns of Bonnet Carre
droppi ng into Lake Pontchartrain and the
fact that it runs basically down what nost
people call the Northshore and enpties into
the Rigolets Pass, but as that goes out it
goes t hrough Booger Lake and that goes out
and goes through M ddl e Lake and the East
Pearl R ver, and those are the concerns
t hat we have.

We want to know that you may think
you're protecting fl ood systens from
occurring in Louisiana, but the water
defl ects. You know, nmarsh, you' re going to
build it over a foot or two, that's it. |If
you get a storm surge of 15 feet, 20 feet
above that, well guess what, what you've
done didn't have no inpact whatsoever.

Then the |l evees built by the Corps then
becone defl ectors and it does shoot stuff
over our way. So, | nmean, | think that's a

bi g concern.
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You know, | think the bottomline is
the people in M ssissippi just want to know
that the federal dollars that they're
paying in to agencies just like the Corps
of Engineers is being used to protect them
too, or to be enconpassed in the study to
show what i npacts are going to us and what
is our |life going to be after this is done.
Once you' ve incorporated this, howis it
going to inpact us? Do we have to nove to
hi gher ground? | think that's the big
concern here.

I think you just need to | ook further
what can be acconplished by AOd River site,
Morganza Spillway, and then over this way.
You know, when you open up the Bonnet
Carre, howis it affecting the Louisiana
marsh and is it providing any assets in
grow h that actually hel ps them because
the marsh basically is a barrier. Anyway,
that's a question with a concern, and |
hope you all | ook at that.

MR AXTMAN:
| can tell you what we do have. W

have studi ed the Bonnet Carre and sedi nent
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t hrough t here, what happens to that
material. The coarse material and stuff,
93 percent of that never nmakes it to the
| ake. The Morganza simlarly is a | ong way
over land flowi ng before it gets back to
the channel. dd R ver, now we do see sone
pretty significant delta invol venent at the
| ower end of that system So we see in
sonme of the process anywhere that water
goes it's slowy com ng back. W kind of
have sone background data what's rel ative
performance of those waters through. W
| ooked at the Westbank that was cut bel ow
Veni ce a few years ago and how t hat system
-- we're using all that information.

W still need to know nore about how
di versions are going to perform There's
both retention and reduction in | and that

we're | ooking for.

MR, PULLMAN:
Let me ask you this. | apol ogize for
not knowi ng you all's nanes. | cane in

late and I"'msorry for that. Wth that
being said, is the study that you're taking

under today and you want to nove forward
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wth, could the information that you gather
on the ecosystem eventually be used to
construct | evees know ng that your areas --
you've |l earned all the eco what is and what
isn"t? | nmean, can that be used to -- this
information that you' ve gathered, could it
be used to future | evee designs that you
W ll incorporate to protect Loui siana?
MR AXTMAN:

One of the findings in the L.AC.P.R
report that we pointed to was, one,
(i naudi bl e) would provide a highly wild
nunber, it varies wdely; two, using
wet | ands or swanp as a form of storm surge.
Not that they can't have a storm surge or
don't have an affect, but if you want that
to be areliable, if you want to reduce the
| evee bank by a couple feet trying to keep
sone of live marsh in place or 100 yards of
trees in place probably isn't -- it's a
highly risky thing to do. In any event
we're going to lose that and it's really
difficult to get it back. The objective of
nost of this restoration is to keep what's

out there now in place so that what we have
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structurally is reliable. W did find if
we don't do anything and we let it go,
there's a significant increase in risk.
MR PULLMAN:

Let nme say this just so you al
understand. | have been very supportive of
ecosystemrestoration. | amvery
supportive. The only thing |I'm concerned
about, though, unfortunately people - and
this is where you get into the public side
of it - they want protection fromfuture
fl oods. You know, the Corps, | have bashed
the Corps up and down, l|eft and right, and
| "' mnot proud of that, but let ne say that
at the end of the day the Corps is directed
by Congress to take on these projects. You
don't wake up and say, we want to do this,
and you take off and do it. | know that.
And for the tines that |I've got on the
Cor ps, you know, | guess |'m saying, you
know, | probably shouldn't have.

I shoul d have gone to our congressional
| eaders and tol d our congressional | eaders
they fell short at the end of the day and

get themto include us in the study in the
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fl ood control protection systemand that's
what needs to be changed. W need to do
t hat .

We need to basically back up and
enconpass what you're going to inpact in
your study area. You know that the water
don't flow in your boundary lines. That's
not quite right. W need to enconpass
t hose areas where the water actually fl ows
to, and that is Mssissippi. W'd
appreci ate that. Thank you.

MR, GO NS:
Doesn't the N.E.P. A |laws prohibit

transferring the problemfrom one

jurisdiction to another, specifically flood

wat er s?
MS. STI LES:

What N.E.P. A requires is that it's a

di sclosure law. It requires that we obtain

I nput and that we al so present the

envi ronment al docunents where the inpacts
of the proposed action are and the
alternatives. So we need to tal k about
everything. |It's true that our nodel

sonetines we see that we're goi ng outside
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the i magi nary boundary |ine and that, yeah,
there are things that are happening in

M ssi ssippi. Those things have to be

di scussed in the E. I.S.

MR. GO NS:

Well, two things specifically where,
like | said, fromone jurisdiction is
adversely affecting another. Again, when
the river is -- when the surge cones, you
know, noving fromeast to west, when it
hits that river levee it backs up. That's
an artificial barrier that has an adverse
affect here. The other thing is those
river | evees are starving the coast of the
nutrients that used to flow here, now even
nor e because of the environnent of the
river.

So, you know, you're protecting again

the shipping industry at the expense of the

environment here in Mssissippi in two

di fferent ways, one with confining the
river and starving us of the nutrients and
the other is putting up that |evee and
having that water build up. If that

barrier wasn't there, that surge woul dn't
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go through, wouldn't build and dunp back
here, and woul d get the nutrients.
M5. MUELLER

That sounds |i ke sonething you need to
comment in the scoping part. Do we have
any additional questions?
MR, HI NSON:

Patrick H nson. Now, | know N O A A,
Nat i oal COceani c and At nospheric
Adm ni stration, they map the coastli ne of
the U.S. ever five years. Have you ever
t hought about asking for their input in
sone of the data they have so naybe you can
| ook at a bigger picture?
MR, LEBLANC:

We | ook at all the information
available. N OA A is actually a partner
in the study, NOA A, EP. A Any

information that's out there we're going to

bring in.

MR HI NSON:
Good deal .

MR, PULLMAN:

One nore followup on that, and this is

just real brief. |If you all would, is
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there any way for the comments that's been
gathered here in M ssissippi to be given to
the Mobile district? | would appreciate
that. It probably wouldn't hurt to send
themto Vi cksburg al so.
MS. MUELLER

We can nake sure they get a copy.
MS. RANMSEY:

Sybil Ransey. Your line includes
Chandelier Island chain, what's left of it.
So you are hoping that sone sedinent w ||
sonehow nanage to get out that far and

maybe restore before it di sappears or --

MR. WVEI GAND:
Well, again, that's nore just a
conceptual study area. |It's not very -- as

you said, it's a pretty broad-sweeping
area. In order to at least do a -- we're
trying to capture -- protect and influence
area where sedi nent may actually end up
could be what we end up as targeting as the
vari ous hydrodynam c study will give us,

t hrough their nodeling give us nore
information on optinal | ocations in the

river to actually do diversions. So where
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that ends up and how t hat sedi nent nakes
its way that far out wll close in on what
we, you know, end up narrowing in on as far
as project area. So it's nore just to
capture, you know, the areas we're

consi dering the scope of the project.

MS. RAMSEY:

WIIl sone of your results be online so
peopl e can | ook at then?
MR VAEI GAND:

We al ready have a website and we wil |
present that in a little bit. W already
have a website for the study. W don't
have any data yet, but information wll be
put there that people can check in and see

what has been done.

M5. RAMSEY:
Thank you.
MR, GO NS:
Current federal regs, if |I'mnot

m st aken, prohibited additional

expendi tures for punping sedinent into the
mar shes. How will this project get around
that or -- because right now the majority

of the sedinent falls off the conti nent al
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shelf. Again, they're going to dredge the
river, deepen the river, so it's going to
be flowi ng faster and you're going to have
even nore sedi nent going off the
continental shelf. |If the regs currently
prohi bit you from you know, putting in
pi pelines to deposit the dredging material,
how do you envision building that marsh if
t he regs, you know, confine us? Don't they
have sonet hi ng about sonme sort of cost
limtation on how far they can put --
MS. STI LES:

I think you're getting into the federal

I nterest, taking sedi nent beyond federal

i nterest.
MR GO NS:
Wll, | see a problemwith the regs

because there's a benefit for the shipping
I ndustry, you know, doing this for them
that industry, again, adverse to the
environment. There's not a bal ance there.
You know, the total cost should incl ude
putting back where nature would nornally
put it had the project not been there.

They're not taking that into account. It
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seens to be one-sided for the dredgi ng and
navi gati on project at the expense of the
envi ronment. Maybe there's sone sort of
way the nenbers of Congress or assistants
can get sone |egislation to change that,
because without it, to be quite frank, you
know, | don't see these projects conmng to
fruition wthout sone change.

M5. STI LES:

I think that's a good comment to make
for the scoping and comments that we coul d
record down and, you know, sonething that
needs to be | ooked into. Do we have
anynore questions? Are you guys ready to
nove into getting comments?

M5. MUELLER

I f anyone wants to stick around after
the nmeeting is formally cl osed, they can go
ahead and ask sone nore questions then.

MS. STI LES:

For the scoping part, if you could, we
have sonme ki nd of guidelines for, you know,
how to formul ate your comments. |t hel ps
us if we can get specific. W've heard

sone very specific things that were
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-- that cane in the form of questions, |ike
i ncluding Mbile district, including
Vi cksburg district. Wat | was hearing
fromthat is you want them as part of the
team So in giving your conments, if you
could kind of be specific, if you have
certain things, alternatives, different
thi ngs that you want the study to | ook at,
resources that -- we heard navigation,
heard econom cs as things that are very
i nportant here. So if you could formyour
comments specifically, that hel ps us a
great deal. |If anybody has a conment
they'd |i ke get on the Record.
M5. MUELLER

Before we start, please stand up and
state your nane and face the court reporter
so she can capture your comrent.
MR, LADNER

Tony Ladner. Let ne reiterate what |
said earlier that there needs to be a
formal study with New Ol eans, Vicksburg,
and Mobile districts involved for a total
I mpact of not only the Loui siana coast,

M ssi ssi ppi coast, also the Al abama
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coastline for a regional study instead of
putting it just on Louisiana with it

adversely affecting all three states.

MS. STI LES:
| appreciate your comment. Go ahead.
MR. LANDRY:

Steve Landry. Could the study, the
boundary studi es include for | ooking at
transportation and al so | ook at baseline in
Hancock County things |ike recreation,
fishing, and tourisnf
MS. STI LES:

Thank you for your conment. Anybody

el se?
MR. GO NS:
Stradf ord CGoi ns. | have several

comrents. One, specifically, how are you
going to address getting the sedinent to
the marshes, one, wth the limtations
under regul ati ons on depositing dredgi ng
material; two, with the clinbing of the
river with the | evees, starving the
wet | ands of the nutrients. You know, are
any considerations given to, you know,

putting significant breaches, not just
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di versions, significant breaches in | evees
to all ow the sedi nent and the fresh water
to flow naturally? 1|s there also any
consideration to telling the shipping
industry that the river is maxed out, you
know, we've reached the point to where
we're not going to harmthe environnent
anynore to their benefit?

The other question I'd like to see
addressed is howthis is -- the future
depth of the river to acconmbdate the
Panama shi ps, you know, if we can fit it in
this study. |If they have to dredge the
river deeper than it's currently dredged,
the river's going to end up with higher
velocity, nore sedinent that's just going
to fall off the continental shelf. And
that's the sedinent we're going to need for
these projects that we won't have. 1|'d
li ke to see how you're going to address
t hat .

The final thing I'd like to see them
address is the econom c inpact, the true
econom c inpact of not only this coast and

the wetl and restorati on but the existing
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conditions you have in Louisiana, the
| evees and fl oodwal | s and future projects
that they're considering for flood
protection. How does that consider the
negati ve econom c inpacts that those
projects will have al ong coast of
M ssi ssi ppi ?
MS. STI LES:

Thank you for your conment.
MR GARCI A

David Garcia, Myor of Wavel and. Added
to his comment, | think what needs to be
added to that is if this is conpletely
restored as pl anned, what woul d be
addi tional total storm surge that we could
expect and how far inland as well should be
added to that.

MS. STI LES:

Thank you. Anybody el se have a
comment? (No response.) | guess that w ||
end that and we'll nove on. So your verbal
and witten comments are accepted by
e-mail. | was telling you earlier I'"'ma
substitute environnental manager for Bill

Kl ei n. There's his contact i nfornmation,
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and there's the address for postnmarki ng and
sending in your comments by May 4th so that
they can get into the scoping report. |I'm
going to let Lee take it from here.

M5. MUELLER

And we al so have witten comment cards
out on the table if you have famly and
friends who aren't able to be here today
and you think they nay have a conment
they'd like to submt for the report. You
can find those out on the table.

Li ke we said, we do not want to just go
and pop sonething out in five years. W do
want to engage the public a | ot throughout
the study. W do plan on participating in
several coastal restoration conferences,
State of the Coast, in New Ol eans, is one,
definitely a stakehol der's engagenent
nmeeti ng.

The Corps has a speaker's bureau
request. You can fill out a formand a
representative can cone talk to your
nei ghbor hood associ ati on, a coast al
restoration group. And then we al so have

yearly formal updates plan with the team
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Li ke we have said, if you have | ca. gov,
here is a screen shot of the project page
on this website. Also, by May 4th if you
want to subnmit a comment or question
online, go ahead and click that and it w |
generate an e-mail which wll be delivered

to the project team Like | said, there

wll be a variety of infornmation that we
will be putting up on here for you guys to
|l ook at. We'll also post tonight's

presentation on there as well.

Wth that, here is sone additional
contact information for additional team
menbers for you to contact themif you have
any questions. Thank you again for joining
us. The teamw Il stick around if you have
addi ti onal questions. Thank you.

( THE MEETI NG CONCLUDED. )

* * * % *x * * * % * * *
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REPORTER" S PAGE

I, JoLyn A. Malley, Certified Court
Reporter, in and for the State of Louisiana, as
defined in Rule 28 of the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure and/or Article 1434(b) of the Louisiana
Code of Civil Procedure, do hereby state on the
Recor d:

That due to the interaction in the
spont aneous di scourse of this proceedi ng, dashes (--)
have been used to indicate pauses, changes in
t hought, and/or tal kovers; that same is the proper
met hod for a Court Reporter's transcri ption of
proceedi ngs, and that the dashes (--) do not indicate
that words or phrases have been left out of this
transcri pt;

That any words and/ or nanmes which coul d not
be verified through reference material have been

denoted wth the phrase "phonetic."

JoLyn AL Malley, C.CR
Certified Court Reporter
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CERTI FI CATE

I, JoLyn A. Malley, Certified Court
Reporter, in and for the State of Louisiana, do
hereby certify that the proceeding is set forth in
t he foregoi ng pages;

That the proceeding was reported by ne in
St enomask and transcri bed by me or under ny personal
direction and supervision, and is a true and correct
transcript to the best of ny ability and
under st andi ng;

That | amnot related to the parties
hereto, and | amin no way interested in the outcone
of this event; and ama valid nenber in good standing
of the Louisiana State Board of Exam ners of

Certified Shorthand Reporters.

JoLyn A Mll ey

Loui si ana Li cense #99078
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