
NRCS Announces Assistance for
Drought-Aff ected Counties
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Due to drought conditions, NRCS is 
conducting a special EQIP sign-up to 
provide federal assistance to eligible 
agriculture producers to establish 
Cover Crops.  To apply, contact your
local NRCS Service Center.

Counties Eligible for 
Special EQIP Sign-up
for Cover Crops

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
Special Sign-up for Cover Crops (August 2012)

Th e U.S. Dept. of Agriculture Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) has announced 
additional funding and technical assistance for 
landowners in drought-affl  icted counties. Th rough 
the Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP), NRCS can provide fi nancial assistance to 
establish cover crops. Cover crops reduce soil erosion 
on highly erodible lands, reduce weeds and pathogens 
and help maintain soil quality and health. Up to 
$400,000 is now available to assist farmers with rye, 
oats, millet,  or other NRCS-approved cover crops.

Th e focus area will be in the 32 severely aff ected 
drought counties in southern Wisconsin. (See map)  
Funding priority will go to livestock producers or 
operations that produce forage for livestock. Th e new 
cover crop cannot be harvested for grain but can be 
grazed or harvested for forage.

Farmers with crop insurance will need to check with 
their crop insurance agent to make sure the cover crop 
does not impact their insurance payments or coverage 
for 2013.

Special Funding Available to Establish Cover Crops
Sign-up Deadline is August 24, 2012

Sign up at your 
local NRCS offi  ce 
by Aug. 24, 2012
to be considered 
for this funding.
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