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The 2006 Lower Colorado Water Supply Outlook is dry. For Arizona there is essentially no
snow pack at this time (10% or less) and essentially no rain in the forecast. Forecasted
flows range from 1% to 43% of median. The San Pedro River is at 43% due to groundwater
contribution. The outlook for the Virgin River in Utah and Arizona is about the same or perhaps
slightly better. Forecasted flows range from 22% to 41% of average.
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SALT RIVER The 2006 Water Year is dry in the Salt River drainage. There is essentially

no snow pack (5% or less) and essentially no rain in the forecast. A record low for 92 years of
record is forecasted for the Salt River near Roosevelt. Conditions in the Verde River are
slightly better than the Salt due to groundwater contribution.

March-May stream flow forecasts for the Salt River are as follows:
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Specific site forecasts are listed on page 6.
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GILA RIVER The 2006 Water Year is dry in the Gila River drainage. There is essentially

no snow pack (5%) and essentially no rain in the forecast. A record low for 78 years of record
is forecasted for the Gila River near Gila.

March-May stream flow forecasts for the Gila River are as follows:
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LITTLE COLORADO RIVER The 2006 Water Year is dry in the Little Colorado River

drainage. There is essentially no snow pack (10%) and essentially no rain in the forecast. A
record low for 78 years of record is forecasted for the Little Colorado River at Woodruff.

March-May stream flow forecasts for the Little Colorado River are as follows:
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Specific site forecasts are listed on page 6.
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VIRGIN RIVER On the Virgin River Basin snowpack level dropped to 30% of average.

Forecasted April-July stream flows are 20% to 40% of average along the main stem of the Virgin
River, and 25% of average on the Santa Clara River.

April-July stream flow forecasts for the Virgin River are as follows:
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SreeciFic Site Forecasts—WAaTER YEAR 2006

March through May volume (kaf) forecasts (except where noted).

Sream Saion Most PRaoat Res Res
Radbde Med  Max  Min
LITTLECGOLCRADO +/LYMAN LK, ABV, ST. JOHNS NR 051 8 25| 019
WOODRUH- 011 5 [Q77] 004
RONUTRA RAMAH, NR 009 3 |130| 0
ZUNI BLACK ROCK RES ABV 005 6 024 O
CEBOLLA K RAMAH RES 009 6 |0/ 001
EAST OLEARCK BLUERDGERES ANE, NR 08 6 37] 0
CALEARCK WINS_OW, NR 0.27 1 9 [ 01
CHEVE_. ONCK WINSL.OWNV, NR WILDCAT CYN, BLO 007 2 12| O
WALNUT CK LAKEMARY 008 2 143 O
SANTA A_ARA 2 ANEVALLEY, NR 14 5 | 36|02
VIRGN 2 VIRGN 2 41 5l | 141
AHURRICANE, NR 24 5 D [ 124
ALITTLEHE.D 16 2 | 48 |141
GLA GLA NR 8 24 | 153| 68
VIRDEN, NR, BLUECK, BLO 82 17 | 179 56
OLOMON, NR HEAD OF SAHFORD V 13 2 | B[ 8
CALVA 4.7 I 66 | 17
SAN CARLCSRES COOLIDGE DAM, 56 9 [197] 19
AN FRANA SO GLENWOOD, NR 26 16 [ 61| 2
CLIFTON 1.2 17 16 | 55
SAN FEDRO CHARLESTON 0.86 43 | 21 ] 051
ALT ROOFEVELT, NR ps) 9 76 [ 19
TONTOCK ROOFEVELT, NR GUNCK, ABV 1 4 10.7] 0.6
VERDE BLOTANGLECK, ABV HOREHCEDA 30 21 8 | 26
COLORADO A LAKEPFOMELL, G_.BN CYN DAM, AT 7200 91
€ = March-June forecast period.

xX* = April-duly forecast period.

Special Notes:

Lake Powell, Virgin and Santa Clara River forecasts use a 30 year percent of average (1971-2000).

Colorado Basin River Forecast Center - National Weather Service

Page 6




Fesruary 2006 Enxpo Or Montua Reservoir ConTENTS

RESERVOR Usble | BEOM Ussble| Percant Ussble
(va.in1000acft) | Copedty| Cotents | Cgpaaty (%)
Roosevdt 1653.0 1305.0 %
HorseMesa 2450 221.0 A%
Mornon Hat 580 570 B%
Sewat Mountan 700 66.0 A%
Horseshoe 109.2 0.0 0%
Batlett 178.0 126.0 71%
Tod RPResarvairs | 23132 1775.0 7%
SnCalos 867.0 174.0 20%
Weddd| 1145.0 775.0 68%
Panted Rock 2476.0 0.0 0%
Alanmo 1045.0 1790 17%
Lymen 310 80 26%
Leke Pondl 243220 108710 45%
Meed 27380.0 15520.0 5%
Mohave 1810.0 1626.0 A%
Havaau 619.0 7.0 88%

NA = Not Available.
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MonTHLY STREAMFLOWS
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Monthly Precipitation for February 2006

(Averaged by Hydrologic Unit)
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Seasonal Precipitation, October 2005 - February 2006

(Averaged by Hydrologic Linit)

KN

129 - 150% P

/
110 - 129% } |
90 - 109% 3

70 -89%

S
>
~
@
=
o
Q
@

.dl

L~

50 -69%
= 50%

Mot Reported ! ' o
' /AN N
o o’ : e 1

I RC

{

Prepared by

MOAL  National Weather Service

Colorado Basin River Forecast Center
Salt Lake City, Utah
www.chrfc. noaa.gov

Colorado Basin River Forecast Center - National Weather Service Page 11



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Water supply forecasts take into consideration present hydrometeorological conditions and use
average basin temperatures and precipitation for the forecast period. As the forecast season pro-
gresses, a greater portion of the future hydrologic and climatic uncertainty becomes known and
monthly forecasts become more accurate.

Volume forecasts represent adjusted flows; that is, observed flows with upstream water use
taken into account. Adjusted flows will closely approximate natural or unimpaired flows. How-
ever, not all upstream diversions or impoundments are measured or quantifiable. For specific
adjustments used with each forecast point, consult the Guide to Water Supply Forecasting.

The Water Supply Outlook is issued monthly January through April by the Colorado Basin River
Forecast Center, National Weather Service. It represents a coordinated effort between the Na-
tional Weather Service, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Bureau of Reclamation, Salt
River Project, U.S. Geological Survey and local water district managers.

DEFINITIONS:

Acre-Foot: The volume equal to one acre covered one foot deep (43,560 cubic feet).

Average: The arithmetic mean. The sum of the values divided by the number of values.

Categories:
Much above Median Above Median Near Median Below Median Much below Median
Greater than 130% 111-130% 90-110% 70-89% Less than 70%

Forecast Period: Variable. Current month through May 31.

Median: The middle value. One half of the observed values are higher and half of the values are
lower than this.

Most Probable Forecast: Given the current hydrometeorological conditions to date, this is the
best estimate of what the runoff volume will be this season.

Reasonable Maximum Forecast: Given the current hydrometeorological conditions, the sea-
sonal runoff that has a ten percent (10%) chance of being exceeded.

Reasonable Minimum Forecast: Given the current hydrometeorological conditions, the seasonal
runoff that has a ninety percent (90%) chance of being exceeded.

Water Year: The period from October 1 through September 30.

NOTE: Data used in this report are provisional and are subject to revision.

For more information, or to be included on the mailing list, please contact:
Colorado Basin River Forecast Center, National Weather Service

2242 W. North Temple - Salt Lake City, UT 84116 - (801) 524-5130 - http://www.cbrfc.gov
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