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The history of the U.S. Embassy in Japan dates back to 1853, when Commodore Perry's ships arrived in Japan. In 1854, the Treaty of Peace and
Amity between the U.S. and Japan was signed, and in 1856, Townsend Harris, the first American Consul General, opened a temporary consulate
in Gyokusenji Temple in Shimoda. Since then, the U.S. diplomatic mission (first as a legation, later as an embassy) in Japan has been located in
Zempukuji Temple in Azabu, Tokyo; the foreign settlement in Kannai, Yokohama; and the foreign settlement in Tsukiji, Tokyo. The mission was
finally relocated to its current location in Akasaka, Tokyo, in 1890. After the Embassy building was damaged by the Great Kanto Earthquake in
1923, the Embassy opened a temporary office in the old Imperial Hotel. In 1931, the Embassy was rebuilt. The white Embassy building was used
for more than 40 years, but as times changed the operation outgrew the building, and in 1976 the Embassy was rebuilt as a modern building

designed by César Pelli and Norma Merrick Sklarek. This building still stands today.
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Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry and his
"black ships" arrive off Uraga (Edo Bay), carrying
a personal letter from President Fillmore to the
Emperor of Japan.

C 1854)

The Japanese shogunate government and Perry
sign the Treaty of Peace and Amity between
the U.S. and Japan (Treaty of Kanagawa). Japan
ends its period of isolation, opening two ports,
Shimoda and Hakodate, and accepts the posting
of a U.S. Consul in Shimoda.

C 1856 )

Townsend Harris arrives in Japan as the first U.S.
Consul General. He opens a temporary consulate
general in Gyokusenji Temple in Kakizaki, Shimoda.
(Current address : 31-6 Kakizaki, Shimoda, Shizuoka)

C 1858)

The Japanese government and Harris sign the
Treaty of Amity and Commerce between the United
States and Japan. The Treaty stipulates that Japan
accept the posting of a U.S. diplomatic envoy in Edo
and the opening of four ports, Kanagawa, Niigata,
Hyogo, and Nagasaki, in addition to Hakodate. (The
port of Shimoda is closed.)




(18594 o %6t D

1HI9H. Y ZEHRBAEIEm I N5,
TAH N ZRRTHIDITEICAD, %
Wi & 0 G S N RRAT O H AR S A
i & AR R & B9 GBI AT . (B
WA X oA 1-6-21) 7TH 1 H ., Kk
BV, 7HAH . BHEO ARSI I

BB 2o (L A4Sl 221 X
RiEE1-2)

(18634F » seass )

SR ASE A>T 22 A 34 0

FEOHAL, BWIEHK Shizk D
SRR, B B Y O AL S
Bino BEABSFICH o 23D | [
AERR R ISR B,

(18684 » BG4 (W G4F) D)
WIAHERT I X DIl L 2 %,

(18694F » min2se )
B IAE N s R A 2 5 6

(18744F o minT4 )
Ya v+ ¥y (John A. Bingham) 2
X, BHEDTE X 1, EosEA
R A e B (B A
XHIAMT) o

WD IR ORI ET S h:
N EBSE BRI, S OISR E L
EfERH o722 2R3y bOREE
FABdHolzd, ZDHHLD1Ey bAs,
19844, ~ ¥ 2 7 4 — ) F (Michael J.
Mansfield) KA o BRI K FE £ 12
Fsh, AdLafrbhiz,

(18894 » Witiz2sr D)
HHIIGATIC & 0 HECRHOR & % B

(18904 » miik234 D)
HARBUfF & X7 47 b (John F. Swift)
SR BT AR X Tt AR 1 3
PRV RO Z LY R NE A v i R
THETLIENZRDb L, A5
A & BUE DI AR B,

(19064F » w394 )
KEAMfEIX S 4 b (Luke E. Wright)
KAl AR, KA 4

Rt DERF
Zempukuji Temple, Azabu

L E D
Map of the Tsukiji foreign settlement

BINRERA
e tablets

FIRIZ B - 7= |BREAFERE
Old American Legation in Akasaka

C 1859)

Harris is appointed Minister Resident on January
19. In July, he moves from Shimoda to Edo, and
opens a legation in Zempukuji Temple in Azabu,
a facility on loan from the Japanese government.
(Current address: 1-6-21 Moto-azabu, Minato-ku,
Tokyo) On July 1, the port of Yokohama is opened.
The U.S. Consulate is opened in Hongakuji
Temple in Yokohama on July 4. (Current address:
1-2 Takashimadai, Kanagawa-ku, Yokohama,
Kanagawa)

C 1863)

A fire breaks out in the priest's quarters of
Zempukuji, where the legation is located,
burning down the temple. The legation is moved
to the foreign settlement in Kannai, Yokohama.
During the same year, the U.S. Consulate moves
from Hongakuji Temple, Yokohama, to the
Yokohama foreign settlement.

C 1868)

The Meiji Era begins. Edo becomes Tokyo after
the Meiji Restoration.

C 1869)

A foreign settlement is opened in Tsukiji, Tokyo.

C 1874)

Minister John A. Bingham moves the legation
and his residence from the foreign settlement in
Yokohama to the foreign settlement in Tsukiji
(currently Akashi-cho, Chuo-ku, Tokyo).

Later, St. Luke's International Hospital was built
at the site of the Tsukiji foreign settlement.
Three sets of commemorative stone tablets
were placed on the hospital premises to show
that the American Legation once stood there.
One of the sets was given to the U.S. Embassy
in a ceremony in 1984, during the term of U.S.
Ambassador Michael J. Mansfield.

C 1889)

Tokyo becomes the City of Tokyo.

C 1890)

The Japanese government and Minister John
F. Swift enter into an agreement to lease the
buildings and land at the Embassy’ s current
location (Old address: 1 Tameike Enokizaka-cho,
Akasaka-ku, Tokyo). The American Legation
was relocated from Tsukiji to Akasaka.

C 1906)

The American Legation is upgraded to Embassy
during the term of U.S. Ambassador Luke E. Wright.
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C 1923)

The old wooden buildings used as the American
Legation/Embassy from 1890 are destroyed by
the Great Kanto Earthquake and the subsequent
fire on September 1, 1923. The Embassy opens
a temporary office at the old Imperial Hotel.
The hotel, located in Uchisaiwai-cho, Kojimachi-
ku, Tokyo (currently Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo), was
designed by Frank Lloyd Wright.

C 1931)

During the term of U.S. Ambassador W. Cameron
Forbes, a three-story white Embassy building,
Ambassador's residence, and two adjacent
apartments are built at the Embassy's current
location (1-chome, Akasaka, Minato-ku, Tokyo).

The buildings were designed in New York by
Harold Van Buren Magonigle, with the assistance
of Antonin Raymond in Tokyo. The contractor
was Wharton Green and Company of New York,
and the construction in Tokyo was handled by
Obayashi Corporation. Captain T.D. Stamps of
the Engineer Corps of the U.S. Army acted as
the contracting officer's representative and was
chief inspector. Ground was broken in November
1929. A cornerstone ceremony was held on
May 26, 1930, and former U.S. Ambassador to
Japan, William R. Castle, Jr. (1929-1930), laid the
cornerstone. The building, completed in 1931,
was called "the (Akasaka) White House," because
of its white exterior walls.

C 1939)
World War II begins.

C 1941)

The Pacific War begins with the Japanese attack
on Pearl Harbor in Hawaii on December 8. From
this date, the U.S. Embassy remains closed until
1952.

C 1945)

Japan surrenders on August 15. Immediately
after the war, the Allied Forces, consisting of the
U.S., England, France, Soviet Union, and others,
occupy Japan. The General Headquarters of the
Allied Forces (GHQ) is established in the Dai-
Ichi Mutual Life Insurance Building in Tokyo.
General Douglas MacArthur of the GHQ resides
in the U.S. Ambassador's official residence.

C 1951)

The war officially ends and Japanese sovereignty
is restored with the Treaty of Peace with Japan
(San Francisco Peace Treaty).
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C 1952)

The U.S. Embassy reopens. In addition to the
main Embassy building (at the current location),
a nearby building (2 Akasaka Aoi-cho, Minato-ku)
is purchased from South Manchurian Railways
Company, Ltd, and is used as the Embassy annex.
The main building contains the Ambassador's
office, Political Section, and military offices, while
the annex houses the Consular Section, Public
Affairs Section, Procurement and Coordination
Commission, and other offices. The annex is sold

BREE L TEDN REMNEREE L to Mitsui Real Estate Development Company in
South Manchurian Railways 1973 and handed over in 1977.
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U.S. Embassy Consular Section in Tokyo in 1973.
The building of the Consulate in Yokohama,
designed by J.H. Morgan, was constructed at 6
Yamashita-cho, Naka-ku, Yokohama in 1932.
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internal communications, are demolished in May
1974. A ground-purifying ceremony for the new
Embassy building is held on July 30, 1974.

C 1976)

The new Embassy building (the current building) is completed in
August, 1976, and it is opened on September 6. The building was
designed by César Pelli and Norma Merrick Sklarek of Gruen
Associates of Los Angeles and constructed by Obayashi Corporation.

The formal dedication ceremony was held on September 24,
1976. The ceremony was attended by James D. Hodgson, U.S.
Ambassador to Japan; U. Alexis Johnson, former U.S. Ambassador
to Japan (1966-1969); Embassy staff; and a number of guests from
the Japanese government, news media, and academia.

SEHEEHENC & - 1250/
Stone tablets from Tsukiji foreign settlement

w KEKX{EEEDESE

KEXERE http://aboutusa.japan.usembassy.gov/j/jusaj-usj-embassy.html
T107-8420 RE#BAEXFRIR1-10-5 History of U.S. Embassy Buildings

Tel 03-3224-5000 (%) http://aboutusa.japan.usembassy.gov/e/jusa-usj-embassy.html

http://japan.usembassy.gov/

1B KEXEFEEL 77U RAERE(2011£18)



