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A look back at 2012 and a preview of Feb. through Apr. 
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December 2012 Precipitation: 
• N. Hemisphere snow cover largest on record. 

― N. America: 13th largest; Eurasia 2nd largest 
• UK has 8th wettest Dec on record 
• Bopha hit the Philippines causing major damage 
Dry: Brazil, eastern Australia, northern Africa   
Wet: Argentina, Europe, eastern Asia, W. Australia  
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December 2012 Temperatures: 
• 18th warmest December globally (+0.41°C / 0.74°F) 
• Land 49th warmest; Ocean 4th warmest 
• N. Hemisphere: 32nd warmest (land below average) 
• S. Hemisphere: 6th warmest 

Regional Analysis: 
• Many European and Asian countries cold  
• Australia and New Zealand warmer than average 
• US and South America warmer than average  
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January-December 2012 Temperatures 
•  10th warmest year globally (+0.57°C / 1.03°F) 
•  Land: 7th warmest; Ocean: 10th warmest  
•  N. Hemisphere: 8th warmest; S. Hemisphere: 9th warmest 
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December Arctic Sea Ice: 2nd smallest on record 
•  Arctic sea continued to expand during December 
•  Below-average ice on Atlantic side of Arctic.  
•  December 2012 sea ice 8.70 percent below average 
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December: warmer and wetter than average nationally 
Drought continues for 58.9% of contiguous United States  

December Temperature: 3.4°F above average  
•Warm: Much of the Eastern US. 20 states top ten. 
•Near-average: Western US and Northern Plains.   

December Precipitation: 0.51” above average 
•Wet: Western US, Midwest, Northeast.   
•Dry: Southern Plains, where drought intensified.  
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1917:  50.1F 

1903:  50.7F 
1924:  50.6F 

1895:  50.5F 
1912:  50.3F 

2012: 55.3F 

1999: 53.9F 

1998: 54.3F 

1934: 54.1F 
2006: 54.3F 

108 
other 
years 

Long-term 
average: 52.1 
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Wettest 
Driest 
Warmest 
Coldest 
Driest and Warmest 
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Will add in Thursday morning 
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• ENSO-neutral conditions continue 
• Equatorial sea surface temps; near-

average over western & central Pacific; 
below average across eastern Pacific 

• Atmospheric circulation over tropical 
Pacific is near average 

• ENSO-neutral favored through the N. 
Hemisphere winter and into the spring 
of 2013 
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February Average  
Temperature Probability 

 

February Total  
Precipitation Probability 
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Feb–Mar-Apr  Average  
Temperature Probability 

 

Feb–Mar-Apr Total  
Precipitation Probability 
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Valid January 19-23 Valid January 24-30 
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Today’s Presentation: 
• http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/briefings  

NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center: www.ncdc.noaa.gov 

•  Monthly climate reports (U.S. & Global): www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/ 

NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center: www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov  

U.S. Drought Monitor: http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ 

Climate Portal: www.climate.gov 

Media Contacts 
• John.Ewald@noaa.gov, 202-429-6127 (NOAA/Comms) 
• Katy.Vincent@noaa.gov, 828-257-3136 (NOAA/NCDC) 
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