
 

Checking Accreditation of  

U.S. Colleges and Universities 
 

Including Distance Learning Degree Programs  

 

 

Beware!  Not all colleges, universities and distance learning programs advertised in newspapers or provided in 

online databases are accredited by one of the regional or national accrediting associations recognized by the 

U.S. Department of Education.  Therefore, when researching colleges and universities in the United States, your 

first step should always be to verify accreditation.   To check if a school is accredited by a recognized 

U.S. accrediting organization, please contact an EducationUSA advisor (Riyadh 01-488-3800, x4207; Jeddah 

02-667-0080, x4151; Dhahran 03-330-3200, x3044) or follow the steps below: 

 

1. Go to the homepage of the Office of Postsecondary Education website at 

http://www.ope.ed.gov/accreditation/ and click to the right of the first paragraph, on ‘click here to begin 

your search’ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.ope.ed.gov/accreditation/


2. To learn if your institution is accredited by a U.S. Department of Education recognized accrediting 

organization, enter the name of the institution and then click ‘search’. Be sure to spell the university 

name correctly. 

 
 

3. If the university is accredited by a U.S. Department of Education recognized accrediting organization, it will 

be listed on this page.  Click on the university to find details of its accreditation status. 

 

 


