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Warrior Care Month honors service members, families
U.S. Army Warrior Transition Command

ALEXANDRIA, Va. – Throughout 
the month of November, the military 
services will observe Warrior Care 
Month. 

This time is designated to com-
memorate the sacred obligation and 
enduring mission to care for the na-
tion’s wounded, ill and injured service 
members and to support them as they 
transition back to duty or leave mili-
tary service.  

The theme for this year’s observance 
is “Success through Transition – Edu-
cation, Employment, Entrepreneur-
ship.”

Across the Army, leaders will host 
employment fairs, professional devel-
opment sessions, open houses, media 
days, adaptive sports and recondition-
ing events, and celebrate the resiliency 
of Soldiers and their families.  

Wounded, ill and injured Soldiers 
from Warrior Transition Units will 

also speak with local community 
groups and share personal experiences 
from health care to training, education 
and employment. 

Members of the WTU in Heidelberg 
will host an open house 9 a.m. - noon 
Nov. 15 in Bldg. 3622 on Nachrichten 
Kaserne.

The Warrior Transition Command 
will launch an employment campaign 
Nov. 19 Similar activities are planned 
across the Army.  

Currently about 10,000 wounded, ill 
or injured Soldiers are assigned to 

WTUs and Community Based War-
rior Transition Units, and 87 percent 
of Soldiers assigned to a WTU have 
deployed at some point in their ca-
reers. The Army supports 29 WTUs 
and 9 Community-Based WTUs.

For details on upcoming Army War-
rior Care Month events, visit  www.
wtc.army.mil/about_us/warrior_care_
month_2012.html.  

By Dijon Rolle
USAG BADEN-WÜRTTEMBERG PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Heidelberg High School faculty and staff mem-
bers gathered in the school’s gymnasium Friday to 
show their support for the school’s latest initiative 
against bullying. 

Group members, several of whom were clad in 
navy-blue and gold school sweatshirts and ‘stop bul-
lying now’ stickers, took turns signing copies of the 
Heidelberg High School Anti-Bullying Pledge. The 
pledge is designed to help faculty and staff educate 
and empower students to take a stand against bul-
lying.

Superintendent of the Heidelberg School Dis-
trict, Steven L. Sanchez, and Chief of staff of the 
Heidelberg District Carol Kuzmick, also signed and 
presented the Department of Defense Dependents 
Schools-Europe Anti-Bullying Proclamation to Hei-
delberg High School principal Kevin Brewer.

 “We look at this as a year-round program. We 
don’t just put it aside at the end of the month. This 
is not just a one-time thing. But we will continue 
throughout the school year, because it’s important 
for us to have a united effort,” Brewer said.

Copies of the blue and yellow teacher and faculty 
anti-bullying pledges will soon join a sea of student 

pledges covering a large wall near the school’s en-
trance. Sarah Hart, a freshman at the school, said she 
saw the pledge as a way to help fellow students. 

“I signed it, because I feel like I should take a stand 
for my friends,” Hart said. “If I see one of my friends 
being bullied or someone I don’t even know being 
bullied, I want to stand up for them. I don’t want 
them to be hurt or scared to come back to school. 
I want them to have fun and enjoy their time here,” 
Hart said. 

Seniors were the fi rst to sign the school’s student 
anti-bullying pledges and add them to the growing 
wall.  “I think by having the Seniors sign it fi rst, it set 
the right example for the rest of the student body. It 
also gives us all a sense of unity and if we feel unity 
with each other, then we’re less likely to put each 
other down,” said Heidelberg Senior Celina Frye.

Assistant Principal Connie Turner, an educator for 
40 years, spearheaded much of the school’s recent 
anti-bullying initiative, including the pledge and 
proclamation signings. 

 “It’s to help safeguard kids so they can feel free.  
It’s important that we empower them so that they 
can respond appropriately if they are being bul-
lied,” Turner said. “If a student is being bullied, they 
should report it to a trusted adult and when they go 
to that adult, that adult will come to me as the as-

sistant principal. We will then have a conversation 
with the student [suspected of bullying,] call his or 
her parents.” A 3-day suspension may also be issued.

  Turner offered this advice to parents who suspect 
their child may a victim of bullying: “Parents can 
talk with their children and share with teachers and 
administration when they feel there is a problem, 
but I think that the best thing for parents, teachers, 
administrators and the community working togeth-
er is to empower students so that they can react ap-
propriately,” Turner said. “Usually bullying escalates. 
So, if you don’t stop it when it fi rst starts, it will esca-
late. It’s important for us to react and react quickly.”

Turner said in addition to the pledges and ongo-
ing education efforts,  the school’s drama and video 
communications clubs collaborated earlier this year 
to produce anti-bullying public service announce-
ments that air on the school’s information channel. 

 Educators have also pulled from public examples, 
like Wisconsin television anchor Jennifer Livings-
ton, who publicly responded to comments made by 
a male viewer who criticized her weight. 

“Bullying is not just in schools, but it’s also in the 
workplace, and it’s not just students that experience 
it, but adults are experiencing it, too,” Turner said.  

More school-wide programs are planned.

Heidelberg High students, staff gang up on bullies
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Left to right, Heidelberg High School students Celina Frye, Hannah Mayfi eld, Sarah Hart and Rachel Hart read  through 
several of the student anti-bullying pledges posted on a special wall near the school's entrance Friday on Mark Twain 
Village.  

Heidelberg High School Assistant Principal Connie Turner, applies 
her anti-bullying sticker during the signing of the school's anti-
bullying proclamation Friday  on Mark Twain Village in Heidelberg.

Lions put pen to paper, pledge to 'take a stand, lend a hand' against school bullying
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