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Blaine

PhillipsNFO/UT /BLM/DOI

01/12/200603:08 PM

~
USHPOE 0 G ChapitaWelisD E I5 ConsultLtr. 01-06. doc

To Stephanie HowardNFO/UT/BLM/DOI@BLM, Tim
FairciothNFO/UT/BLM/DOI@BLM

cc

bcc

Subject Section 106 DEIS, EOG Chapita Wells-Stagecoach letter



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Vernal Field Office
170 South 500 East
Vernal, Utah 84078

(435) 781-4400 Fax: (435) 781-4410
http://www.ut.blm.gov/utah/vernal

IN REPLY REFER TO:
8141
UT-082

January 13, 2004

Mr. Wilson G Martin

Utah Division of State History
300 Rio Grande Ave.

Salt Lake City, Utah 84101-1182

Dear Mr. Wilson: RE: Initiation of Section 106
DEIS:EOG Resources,

Chapita Wells-Stagecoach
Natural Gas Development.

Attached for Section 106 consultation, comment and coordination is a copy of "EOG Resources, inc. Chapita Wells­
Stagecoach Area Natural Gas Development Draft Environmental Impact Statement. EIS number: UTU-080-2005­
0010. This document is dated January, 2006. The Vernal Field Office requests written comments 45 days after the
Environmental Protection Agency publishes a Notice of Availability ofthis DEIS in the Federal Register.

Please see Page S-l for a summary of the existing situation and proposed action. Existing wells as of March 1, 2004
was 325 gas producing wells. 627 wells are proposed under alternative -A-. 154 wells of the total are planned to be
twinned wells, where two wells will be drilled from one pad.

In Section 2.3, applicant-committed best management practices, subsection 2.3.2, Page 2-15 describes the actions
which would be taken prior to surface disturbance. This section includes class III (100%) inventories of the wells
pads, access roads, pipelines and other ancillary facilities as needed. Project specific Section 106 will be done for
each project which is the current practice.

If the applicant committed measures are followed the Vernal Field Office recommends a No Adverse Effect
determination for the DEIS area and actions as proposed.

If there are questions, concerns or problems please contact this office at your earliest possible convenience. Please
contact Blaine Phillips at 435-781-4438.



Sincerely,

Tim Faircloth

Assistant Field Manager for Renewable Resources

























United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Vernal Field Office
170 South 500 East
Vernal, UT 84078

(435) 781-4400 Fax: (435) 781-4410

IN REPLY REFER TO:
8160
UT-0802

January 11, 2006

Name
Address

RE: Chapita Wells-Stagecoach Natural Gas Development EIS.

Dear :

We are seeking your Tribe's comments, concerns or recommendation regarding the
following federal action by the Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management
(BLM).

The purpose of this letter is to introduce you to the proposed action for the EOG Chapita
Wells-Stagecoach Area Natural Gas Development Project draft environmental impact
statement (CWSA). The project area is located in the Coyote BasinlWhite River areas of
Uintah County, Utah. It is situated in T.8S.,R.22E.; T.9S.,R.22E.; T.9S.,R.23E and
T.lOS.,R.23E. This is an area of about 31872 acres in extent. The lands are administered
by the United States, the State of Utah, Northern Ute Indian Tribe and Private Parties.

As of March 1,2004 the CWSA contained 325 gas producing wells, 121 miles of roads
and 115 miles of pipeline. EOG proposes to drill a total of up to 627 new gas wells. Of
this number 473 will be new wells and 154 are expected to be twins drilled on existing
locations. Spacing will be forty acre within the project area. The well pads would vary
between two to three acres in size. The average size would be 2.5 acres (i.e. 310 X 350
Feet). A twinned well may require an additional 0.5 acres for the two wells. The reserve
pit is estimated to be about 0.258 acres with average dimensions of 150 X 75 feet.

Access to the 627 wells would result in the construction of about 99.5 miles of new roads.

The running surface is estimated at 18 feet with a disturbed area of 30 feet.

Pipelines would be steel gathering lines with three to four inch outside diameter (OD).
These would be installed on the surface to provide transportation of the produced gas. It
is estimated that about 104.5 miles of surface pipelines would be constructed. About 50%
of the proposed pipelines would be installed parallel to existing and proposed access



roads. Total surface disturbance is estimated to be 101 acres. A corridor of about eight
feet would be needed to install the pipelines.

The DEIS outlines applicant committed best management practices. These include
cultural resources, paleontological resources, threatened, endangered, and other sensitive
species, raptors, erosion control and visual resources, noise and protection of the White
River's 100 year flood plains.

A Class III (100%) inventory will be done for all ground disturbing actions on a project
by project basis. This includes well pads, access roads, pipelines, compressor stations etc.
Consultation will be done Under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of

1966 as amended. Human remains will be respectfully processed according to the Native
American Graves and Repatriation Act.

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act, the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 as amended, the Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act, American Indian Religious Freedoms Act, the Archaeological
Resources Protection Act, Executive Order 13007, and the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act, the Vernal Field Office of the BLM respectfully inquires as to if there
are any comments, special concerns that you and your tribe may have about the
protection of properties and places of traditional cultural or religious importance within
the project area. If you have any questions, comments or concerns about the proposed
project we would be pleased to discuss them with you. Please advise us whether there are
individuals, such as traditional cultural leaders or religious practitioners, which should be
contacted in regard to these matters. We also would like to know if you have any other
general comments or concerns regarding the proposed project as outlined in this letter.

The potential for inadvertently discovering human remains and/or funerary objects during
the implementation of the project outlined in this letter is limited. Previous inventories
and discussions with Northern Ute traditional leaders have indicated a low potential for
human remains in the areas to be disturbed by energy development. However, if such a
discovery is made we will notify you within three days of the discovery, as per the Native
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act.

The purpose of the proposed action is to facilitate further energy development in an
environmentally sensitive manner in the Uinta Basin of North Eastern Utah for the
benefit of the peoples of the United States.

If you are aware of any impacts this project may have on specific places of traditional
cultural or religious importance to your tribe and community, or have comments or
concerns about the proposed project, please contact William Stringer, Field Office
Manager at (435) 781-4400. If you are aware of places of traditional cultural or religious
importance that may be impacted by the proposed project, we would be pleased to
discuss them with you in person. For any concerns regarding cultural resources please
contact archaeologist Blaine Phillips at (435) 781-4438. We would appreciate hearing
from you within 45 days of receipt of this letter so any information, comments or



concerns you may wish to bring to our attention can be addressed promptly. Please let
me know if you wish additional time so that we may adjust our schedules accordingly.

We look forward to working with you to assure your concerns about places of traditional
or religious importance are identified, considered, and protected during project planning
and implementation.

Sincerely,

William Stringer
Vernal Field Manager

Enclosure(s)

cc:
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APPENDIX E 
 

CWSA RECLAMATION PLAN 
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APPENDIX E - CWSA RECLAMATION PLAN 
 
 
Plans for Interim and Final Reclamation of the Surface 
 
 
Producing Locations: 
Topsoil shall be stripped and saved to provide for sufficient quantities to be respread to 
depth of at least four (4) to six (6) inches (or more if readily available on-site) over the 
disturbed areas to be reclaimed.  Topsoil shall be stockpiled separately from subsoil 
materials.  Topsoil salvaged from the reserve pit shall be stockpiled separately near the 
reserve pit.  Topsoil to be stored for more than one year: 

• Shall be windrowed, where possible, to a depth of three (3) to four (4) feet at the 
specified location determined on-site. 

• Immediately after windrowing the topsoil, the approved seed mixture as determined 
by the AO, will be broadcast seeded.  After seeding, the stockpile will be “walked” 
with a dozer to cover seed. 

 
If straw or hay mulch is used, the straw and hay must be certified to be weed-free and the 
documentation submitted to the AO prior to usage. 

• Immediately upon well completion, the location and surrounding area will be cleared 
of all unused tubing, materials, trash, and debris not required for production. 

• If a synthetic, nylon reinforced liner is used, the excess liner will be cut off and 
removed and the remaining liner will be torn and perforated while backfilling the 
reserve pit.  Alternatively, the pit will be pumped dry, the liner folded into the pit, and 
the pit backfilled. 

• Before any dirt work associated with location reclamation takes place, the reserve pit 
shall be as dry as possible.  Any debris in it will be removed.  Other waste and spoil 
materials will be disposed of immediately upon completion of operations. 

• The reserve pit and that portion of the location not needed for production 
facilities/operations will be recontoured to approximate natural contours.  EOG 
intends to reclaim reserve pits according to the requirements specified in Onshore 
Order #1.  This will be completed by backfilling and crowning the pit to prevent water 
from standing.  The seed mixture as determined by the AO will be drilled immediately 
after the pit is reclaimed.  If the seed mixture is broadcasted, the area seeded will be 
‘walked” with a dozer, dragged with a harrow; or, other implement to cover the seed.  
If factors outside of EOG’s control (such as adverse weather conditions) occur, or if 
continuing activity on a particular well pad is anticipated (such as drilling a twin well), 
EOG will consult with the AO regarding the timing of interim reclamation. 

 
Dry Holes/Abandoned Locations: 
On lands administered by the BLM, abandoned well sites, roads, and other disturbed areas 
will be restored as near as practical to their original condition.  Where applicable, these 
conditions may include the re-establishment of vegetation as specified. 
 
All disturbed surfaces will be recontoured to approximate natural contours, with reclamation 
of the well pad and access road to be performed as soon as practical after final 
abandonment.  Reseeding operations will be performed after completion of other 
reclamation operations. 
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