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• Learn from others’ experiences 

• Understand users’ needs 

• Determine how best to meet needs 

• Develop appropriate tools & services 

• Rinse & repeat 



E-science & Data Services Collaborative 

E-scholarship Working Group 

GIS Data Group 

Data Storage Group 

Research Support Services Collaborative 

• Data Management, Access, & Archiving 

• Research Communities & Networks 

• Digital Arts & Humanities 

Interdisciplinary Sciences Librarians 

Data Services Librarian 

Translational Sciences Librarian 

Metadata Strategist 

Digital Preservation Strategist 

Liaison's "E-scholarship" role 

Research Services Librarian 

Digital Arts & Humanities Librarian 

 

 

Many 

Organizational 

Structures! 

Many People 

Involved!  



A Changing Research Landscape 

• E-science education 

 

• Policy development 

 

• Digital data stewardship 
 





Forming Campus Partnerships 



What’s missing? 



•Metadata, data archiving & preservation best practices 

 

•Metadata description and advisory services 

 

•Advising on intellectual property rights, open access 

models, & standards 

 

•Tutorials & hands-on workshops 

 

•Repository services for archiving, access & data re-use 

Potential & Existing Library Roles 



Surprising Findings 

14% 

86% 

Use centralized campus data storage

Do not use centralized campus data
storage

27% 

73% 

Have lost data due to lack of backup

Have not lost data due to lack of backup



“We evaluated the file sharing service from central IT but 

found it too cumbersome to use….” 
- Post-doc, College of Science and Engineering 

 

 

“…beyond the basics it's not clear who to contact  

for what.”  - Faculty Member, College of Liberal Arts. 

 

 

“I feel as if I'm living on borrowed time, no confidence in 

having access to adequate data storage for research in the 

future.” -Faculty Member, College of Education & Human Development. 

 

 

“If infrastructure exists for sharing data, the knowledge 

has not been imparted on me.” 
Post-doc, College of Science & Engineering 



Core Areas of Research Data Management Program 

Campus 

Training and 

Outreach 

 Data  

Archiving 

Library Staff 

Education 

Access and 

Preservation 



Library Staff 

Education 



Example  research data –related liaison roles: 

Campus Engagement: Seeking opportunities to collaborate with data 

producers and repository contributors  

Collection development: Systematically select material in all formats 

including data sets and multimedia 

Scholarly Communication: Recruiting institutional scholarly output 

such, as research data, for inclusion in the University Libraries’ digital 

archiving initiatives. 

From Liaison Position Description  

Framework 



https://www.lib.umn.edu/datamanagement 



How does this affect my job? Help! 

Tools & Resources 

• Guidelines for discussions with 

faculty/students  

• Liaison toolkit, with data audit 

questions 

• Presentations to faculty with 

Research Services Librarian 

Educational Events: 

•Coffee clubs 

•Listening sessions 

•Speaker series 



Campus 

Training and 

Outreach 

Areas of Opportunity 



Understanding User Needs 

Details: http://escholarship.umassmed.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1012&context=jeslib 





https://dmp.cdlib.org/ 



Open Access Week 2011 

E-mail to faculty 



Data Information Literacy Grant with Purdue 



Data  

Archiving 



• Data archiving 

• Open access to research data 

• Easy to cite 

• Preserved 



Areas of Opportunity 

Access & 

Preservation 



University of Minnesota Libraries’ Roles 

in Research Data Management 

Current  

• Data management plan 

consultation & training 

• Managing Your Data web site 

• Promoting best practices 

• Cultivating graduate student data 

literacy skills 

• Data archiving via existing 

services (e.g., University Digital 

Conservancy, UMedia Archive) 

Future  

• Speaker series on emerging fields 

(e.g., data visualization) 

• Metadata guidelines for 

researchers 

• Data archiving services for 

specialized data (e.g., U-Spatial) 

• Lots more possibilities! 

Continued needs assessment 



Please feel free to reuse our web site & workshop content! 

Website: "Managing Your Data"  

https://www.lib.umn.edu/datamanagement    

 

Workshop: "Creating a data management plan” 

https://www.lib.umn.edu/datamanagement/workshops 

Questions? 

Lisa Johnston ljohnsto@umn.edu 

Meghan Lafferty mlaffert@umn.edu 
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