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RESPONSES TO COMMENTS







Scoping Comments/Responses






Comment

Response

Weir at French Settlement does not
function properly and diverts excessive

Weir rehabilitation was considered as a measure in
Section 3 of this study (WR-01). Changes to

1 flow to ARDC, impairing lower Amite existing weir would have little effect on restoring

River. degraded habitat.
) ) ) Weirs were considered as potential measures, but
Project should incorporate weir . . . .
> | construction at downstream end of were screened out. This process is described in
detail in Section 3 of the report (WC-01 through
ARDC.
WC-08).
ARDC construct}on ha}s disrupted The objective of this project is to restore hydrologic

3 | natural hydrologic regime and damaged ..

. connectivity to the area.
properties.

4 Endangered/protected species are present | Environmental consequences are discussed in detail
in the study area and vicinity. in Section 5 of this report.

5 Scope of project should address wildlife | Environmental consequences are discussed in detail
and fisheries habitat. in Section 5 of this report.

H&H modeling should be expansive, Other prOJech were cqnmdered in the Hydrology
. . and Hydraulics analysis, and the study area chosen
incorporate conditions from other .

6 rojects, and/or involve stage data was considered adequate for the purposes of the
Projects, analysis needed. The H&H analysis is included in
collection. . .

Appendix L, Section 2.
Rehabilitation does not efficiently contribute to the

7 Project should incorporate rehabilitation | accomplishment of the goals for this project. This
of weir at French Settlement. was considered as a measure in section 3 of this

study (WR-01)

3 Southwestern boundary of study area The study area was increased from NE-1, NE-2,
should be expanded. SE-1 and SE-2 to include areas SW-1 and SW-2.
Boat trips to reconnaissance study area . .

9 Several reconnaissance boat trips have been made.
are needed.

Diversion canal stages are primarily . .

10 influenced by Lake Maurepas. Modeling shows that this is true.

This was considered as a part of the project, and it

1 Gap placement is an issue because of was determined that the maximum benefit could be
development on dredged material berms. | achieved without locating the gaps in developed

areas.
Swamps south of Bayou Pierre are Measures describing consideration given to Bayou

12 | impaired from acidity caused by lack of | Pierre are described in Section 3 (BO-01, BO-02,
hydrologic exchange. CD-02, CS-02, CS-03, CS-04, SR-02)

13 Project is greatly needed and should be We concur.

completed on an expedited schedule.




Comment

Response

Project should include vegetative

These measures are included as a part of the TSP

14 planting or nature control. and are described in Section 3 (VP-01, VP-02).
Measures describing consideration given to Bayou
Create hydrologic exchange between Pierre are described in Section 3 (BO-01, BO-02,
15 | Bayou Pierre and ARDC on south canal | CD-02, CS-02, CS-03, CS-04, SR-02). No
bank. restorative opportunities exist within the Bayou
Pierre area.
Colonial nesting waterbird rookeries are | Environmental consequences are discussed in detail
16 . ! . !
present in the study area. in Section 5 of this report.
17 Draining swamp waters may impair No long-term water quality impacts are expected
water quality in ARDC and downstream. | downstream of this project.
Project should operate under flood
18 | events, not merely normal flow or high Design will operate in flood conditions.
flow conditions.
Dredged material berm gapping has been Analysis was conducted including existing gaps as
. a part of this study, and the recommended plan of
19 | implemented as part of waterfront . .
. . action was to create larger gaps to increase
development projects in study area. : ..
hydrologic connectivity.
Avoidance or minimization of forest The alternates were chosen based on the maximum
20 | habitat impacts should be considered net benefit possible, therefore minimization of

during gap location.

impacts was considered.




Draft EIS Comments/Responses
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From: Tom Killeen

Sent: Friday, June 25, 2010 1:52 PM

To: 'lca.ardcm@ucace.army.mil'; Renee Sanders
Subject: LCA ARDC Modification Project

Dear Renee and Bill;

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the public meeting conducted last
night (June 24, 2010) in French Settlement regarding the LCA Amite River
Diversion Canal (ARDC) Modification Project. I feel the meeting went very well
and your presentations were well prepared, presented and received. LDEQ was
pleased to have previously provided a no objection comment to the project on or
about June 14, 2010. As both a water quality professional and longtime resident
of the ARDC development I am excited about the prospects of this restorative
project. The hardwood swamps adjacent to both sides of the ARDC have been in a
fairly rapid decline since the 1963 conclusion of the canal construction. 1In
conjunction with the Blind River Diversion Project I believe we are on the right
path to restoring these areas to their pre-canal conditions of water flow.

At the meeting I gave you a hard copy of the LDEQ Draft Lower Amite River
Watershed TMDL For Biochemical Oxygen-Demanding Substances and Nutrients.
Please accept the following link for that document.

http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/portals/0/technology/tmdl/pdf/Draft Lower
_Amite_River_040303 TMDL_Report_080609.pdf

Likewise the large tracts of hardwood swamp within the Lower Amite River
Watershed (LARW) have experienced a less acute but equally detrimental decline as
result of the ARDC project. In the Technical Summary to the TMDL we state, "LDEQ
does recommend that repairs be made to the weir located near the head of the
Amite River Diversion Canal. This should re-establish a more reasonable flow
through the Lower Amite River."

Further, LDEQ concludes on page 31 of the document, "It is also recommended that
the weir dividing flow from the Upper Amite River to the Lower Amite River and
the Amite River Diversion Canal be fixed. The weir originally diverted 70% of
the flow down the Lower Amite River and 30% of the flow down the Diversion Canal.
Over time the weir has eroded (settled). Presently most of the flow diverts down
the Diversion Canal. The current lack of flow down the Lower Amite River is a
serious source of DO and nutrient impairment.”



The LARW has an abundance of natural cuts, gaps, bayous, ditches, etc. in place
but suffers from a lack of water to reach them and feed the cypress/tupelo gum
hardwood swamp habitats that abound on both sides all the way to Lake Maurepas.

A project to restore flow to the LARW by elevating the upper weir structure would
be an inexpensive, immediate and permanent fix to a system much larger than the
ARDC project area. While I acknowledge that this issue is not within the scope
of the ARDC Modification Project I do think we can all agree on the
interconnection and interdependency.

I would respectively submit that with a budget of 10 million dollars and an
anticipated expense of 7.7 million dollars, an amendment to this project that
covered the cost of including within the feasibility study an elevation of the
upper weir to a level 12-24 inches above its current height would result in a
benefit of this overall restorative project by at least two-fold, while staying
within the 10 million dollar cap.

While we welcome the opportunity to pursue future efforts to this end, the idea
of accomplish the primary goal of our TMDL within the scope of this project is
very compelling. Thus any dialogue we can initiate to facilitate restoration of
the Lower Amite River Watershed, either now or in the near

future, would be greatly appreciated. I believe Mr. Hudson with GEC has
already conducted sufficient hydrologic modeling of flow dynamics at the weir to
justify inclusion of a Lower Amite River component.

Again, thank you and your staff for your time and attention to the ARDC
Modification Project and any future efforts to partner on a similar endeavor
within the Lower Amite River Watershed.

Tom Killeen
LPDES Permit & Water Quality Certification Manager

Office Of Environmental Services, LDEQ
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