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Academy hosts luncheon
honoring women’s suffrage
By Don Branum
Academy Spirit staff writer

A Colorado state representative, the state’s 
League of Women Voters president and 
the co-founder of a political polling firm 
came to the Air Force Academy on Mon-
day to discuss the importance of women’s 
suffrage and the need for informed voters 
as election season approaches.

The panel, composed of Colorado Rep. 
Crisanta Duran (D-Denver), Catherine 
Perrone and RBI Strategies and Research’s 
Rick Ridder, spoke about the power of 
women’s votes, how to sort through biased 
sources of information and how to em-
brace political discussions without drifting 
into partisan political territory.

Duran, the youngest member of the Col-
orado State House, was elected into office 
in 2010 and spoke about how candidates 
relate to their constituents and commu-
nity.

“So many times, particularly at the local 
level ... by getting involved with issues that 
affect the local community, there can be 
an amazing difference that you can make,” 
she said. “Sometimes I think people don’t 
realize how important it is just to show 
up when issues affecting the community 
are being discussed and having your voice 
heard in one way or another. One of the 
most important things people can do in 
this country is make sure that they cast 
their ballots, because there’s no greater 
power than to have a representative voice 
on the future of our country.”

Perrone became involved with the League 
after retiring from the corporate world in 
2001. The League, she said, found itself  
without a mission after voters ratified the 
19th Amendment, extending suffrage to 
women, on Aug. 18, 1920.

“Once it was ratified, we discovered our 
role was to educate 20 million women 
how to cast a vote,” Perrone said. “From 
the very get-go, we started as a non-par-
tisan organization, and what that basi-
cally means is, we don’t endorse or oppose 

Master Sgt. Kelly Links introduces panelists at a 
Women’s Equality Day luncheon at the Air Force 
Academy Aug. 27. Links is a dental technician with 
the Academy’s 10th Dental Squadron.

DON BRANUM
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A mission to serve

WELCOME PARENTS!
See Parents’ Weekend pullout section.

Cadets help with fire
mitigation, debris removal 

in Mountain Shadows

Cadet 2nd Class Warren 
McGriff, of Cadet Squadron 
05, cuts through a tree 
during fire mitigation and 
cleanup efforts in the 
Mountain Shadows neigh-
borhood Sunday. Mountain 
Shadows was one of the 
hardest hit areas during 
the recent Waldo Canyon 
Fire that destroyed 346 
homes. See Page 6 for 
more details.
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Because one lost life is too many, we urge 
all Airmen to look out for one another and 
remember that safety requires deliberate 
forethought.”
“

Stay safe over the 
holiday weekend

WASHINGTON (AFNS) — Secre-
tary of the Air Force Michael Donley, 
Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Mark 
A. Welsh III and Chief Master Sgt. 
of the Air Force James Roy issued the 
following message to all Air Force per-
sonnel:

As our Nation pays tribute to 
American workers during Labor 
Day weekend, we thank all Airmen 
for your dedicated service and hard 
work each and every day of  the year. 
While many of  you enjoy a well-
earned break to celebrate the last 
holiday of  the summer season, we 
urge you to plan your activities with 
care and to make smart decisions 
that will keep you, your family, and 
your friends safe. 

Safety is a concern for all of  us. Sad-
ly, more than 40 Airmen have died in 
off-duty mishaps this year, including 
27 Airmen killed in motor vehicle ac-

cidents. Many of  these tragic losses 
may have been preventable, the result 
of  reckless behavior such as exces-
sive speed, irresponsible alcohol use, 
failure to use proper safety gear, or 
inattention. Equally alarming, our 
Air Force family has lost 70 Airmen 
to suicide this year. 

Our goal is to eliminate all prevent-
able mishaps, and you can help by 
setting a standard of  zero tolerance 
for reckless behavior and through 
awareness of  subtle behavioral 

changes that could indicate height-
ened levels of  stress in yourself  or 
others. Because one lost life is too 
many, we urge all Airmen to look 
out for one another and remember 
that safety requires deliberate fore-
thought. 

Your family, your friends, and your 
fellow Airmen depend on you. Please 
take some time to consider safety as 
you enjoy Labor Day weekend, and 
as always, thank you for all you do for 
our Air Force and for our Nation. 

To responsibly inform and educate the
Academy community and the public

about the Air Force Academy

Lt. Gen. Mike Gould —
Academy Superintendent
Lt. Col. John Bryan —
Director of Public Affairs

Gino Mattorano —
Editor

Don Branum — Staff Writer
Amber Baillie — Staff Writer

Carol Lawrence — Graphic Designer

The Academy Spirit is published by The 
Gazette, a private firm in no way connected 
with the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive 
written contract with the U.S. Air Force 
Academy. This civilian enterprise Air Force 
newspaper is an authorized publication for 
members of the U.S. military services. Con-
tents of the Academy Spirit are not necessar-
ily the official views of, or endorsed by, the 
Department of Defense or the Department of 
the Air Force.

The appearance of advertising in this 
publication, including inserts or supplements, 
does not constitute endorsement by the De-
partment of Defense, the Department of the 
Air Force, or The Gazette, of the products or 
services advertised. Everything advertised in 
this publication shall be made available for 
purchase, use or patronage without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 
marital status, physical handicap, political 
affiliation or any other nonmerit factor of 
the purchaser, user or patron. The printer re-
serves the right to reject any advertisements.

Editorial content is edited, prepared and 
provided by the U.S. Air Force Academy 
Directorate of Public Affairs. The editor re-
serves the right to edit articles to conform to 
Air Force policy and Associated Press style. 
All photos are U.S. Air Force photos unless 
otherwise indicated.

Send submissions to: usafa.pai@usafa.
af.mil. Deadline for free classified ads on a 
space-available basis is noon every Tuesday 
for that week’s publication date. Paid classi-
fied publishing is accepted by the publisher at 
719-444-7355. For display advertising, please 
contact Marie Rush at 719-476-4818. 

Deadline for all stories is noon Friday, one 
week prior to the desired publication date. 
Refer questions to the Academy Spirit editor 
at 333-7557.

The Academy Spirit also accepts story 
submissions by fax at 333-4094 or by email: 
pa.newspaper@usafa.af.mil.

SUBMISSIONS

Labor Day Weekend: 

By Airman-to-Airman Safety Advisory Council
Air Force Safety Center

KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE, N.M. (AFNS ) —
Labor Day weekend is known for fun, relaxing and spend-

ing time with family and friends. It’s also the last holiday 
weekend of the summer. If you’re like us, you want to make 
the most of it. But remember that your family and friends 
want you to be smart about everything you do. Smart plan-
ning and safety awareness are ways to prevent impatience 
and complacency from turning your Labor Day weekend 
into a disaster.

As you enjoy the remaining days of warm weather and 
the holiday activities, please be a good wingman, use good 
judgment and remember, “Safety — It’s Personal.” The de-
cisions you make affect more than just you; they can also 

affect your family, friends and your co-workers. If you think 
about it, they can even affect your entire Air Force family!

We are members of the Airman-to-Airman Safety Advi-
sory Council because we’ve had personal safety experiences 
and want you to learn from our lessons.

A2A wishes you a happy, fun and safe Labor Day week-
end!

Editor’s Note: This is a message from the Airman-to-
Airman Safety Advisory Council members. A2A was de-
veloped to advise the Air Force Chief of Safety on ways to 
reach the 17- 26-year-old age group. They were nominated 
by the major commands and take every opportunity to tell 
their stories as a tool in mishap prevention. Some of the 
venues the Council members use to convey their messages 
are videos, other public service announcements and com-
mander’s calls.

Not a time to let down your guard

Find us on

US Air Force 
Academy 
(Official)

‘USAFA Cares...’
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline -

800-273-8255
Mental Health - Active Duty, Dependents 

719-333-5177
Equal Opportunity - 

719-333-4258
Peak Performance Center - 

719-333-2107
Employee Assistance Program - 

719-333-4364
Chaplains -

Cadets 719-333-2636
Non-cadet 719-333-3300

Sexual Assault Response Coordinator - 
719-333-7272

Military Family Life Consultant -
719-358-1468 or 719-333-3444
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Equality
candidates or political parties.” 
Instead, she said, the League seeks 

to inspire both women and men to 
engage with local government and to 
educate themselves.

“The power of the vote is awe-
some,” Perrone said, whispering to 
add emphasis to the last word. “It 
takes your energies and puts them 
in a place where other people listen. 
It’s an encouragement of a power to 
participate at every level of govern-
ment ... from your local water board 
... or your city council, all the way up 
to the president of the United States. 
Where else in your life can you reach 
so many levels so simply?”

Ridder introduced himself  with hu-
mor, telling the members of the audi-
ence that they were “a little sick.”

“Let me explain to you why you’re 
sick,” he said. “Normal Americans ... 
do not come on a Monday at noon 
to a room — with very little sunlight, 

I might add — to talk about politics. 
Normal Americans think about poli-
tics about 12 to 15 minutes over the 
course of a two-year period.  That 
means that already we’ve had you 
for two-thirds of that allotment, and 
you’re here for another 45 minutes, so 
you’re going to skew everything.”

Striking a more serious tone, Ridder 
told the audience they held a remark-
able power, because 52 percent of all 
voters in the November presidential 
election will be women. That number 
might increase to 53 percent for the 
state of Colorado, he added.

“So when we talk about the women’s 
vote, it’s because you’re the majority, 
and you have the power to a greater 
extent than your male counterpart 
across the table,” he said. “It’s impor-
tant to take and grasp that power and 
take it to the next level.”

Duran said the nature of politics is 
changing, particularly in how candi-
dates connect with the voters in their 
communities. How candidates reach 
out to people is just as important 

as the message itself  — a lesson she 
learned during the 2008 presidential 
campaign. Focusing on key groups of 
people who wouldn’t normally  vote 
and talking with them on issues that 
are important to them is key, she add-
ed.

“Now I use Facebook, I use Twitter; 
I know a lot of other elected officials 
use those means to communicate as 
well,” she said. “I think one of the 
most important ways to get out to 
voters is to have one-on-one conver-
sations with them about what they 
care about, what they see for the fu-
ture of the country. 

“That personal touch is really mak-
ing a big difference. When I ran, I 
knocked on so many doors; I called 
so many people; I had so many one-
on-one conversations, because at the 
end of the day, that was really the 
most effective way to communicate 
why I was running for office and why 
I was asking for their support and 
their vote,” Duran added.

Perrone acknowledged that filtering 

bias from information sources is no 
small task. 

“It’s gotten harder over the last 
few years, that’s for sure,” she said, 
to laughter from the audience. The 
League issues a pamphlet each year 
aimed toward sharing information 
about candidates running for office 
and about each of the state’s ballot 
initiatives. The League contacts orga-
nizations registered with the Colora-
do secretary of state and asks them to 
provide position statements for and 
against each of the initiatives.

“We gather that information here at 
(the) League, and then we publish it,” 
she said. “We don’t edit it, but we do 
fact check it.” While the pamphlets 
require several hundred man-hours 
of volunteer work, the League pro-
vides them at little to no cost. Audio 
and interactive versions of the pam-
phlets are available on the League’s 
website at www.vote411.org. 

Motivating young Americans to 
vote can be a challenge as well. Deb-

From Page 1

Guidance that addresses requests by 
campaign organizations to use military 
installations is issued by the Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense for Public Affairs. This 
guidance requires that all inquiries from 
campaign organizations be forwarded to 
a public affairs officer for review. 

Requests for access to a military instal-
lation by candidates for elected office are 
generally denied. However, requests by 

candidates and elected officials to partici-
pate in official activities not related to a 
political campaign may be allowed after 
review by legal and public affairs person-
nel. 

For further information, check the 2012 
Public Affairs Guidance for Political 
Campaigns and Elections, available at 
http://1.usa.gov/K7YoeR, or contact the 
Legal Office at 333-3940.

From the legal files: Campaign activity at military 
installations usually not allowed
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Equality
bie Southee, an employee with the 
10th Force Support Squadron’s Ca-
det Support Flight, asked for “lever-
age” to help convince her nieces and 
nephews living in upstate New York 
to exercise their rights.

“I cannot get them interested what-
soever,” said Southee, a naturalized 
U.S. citizen. “Their parents have not 
voted; their grandparents have not 
voted. ... Give me three top reasons 
why a 21-year-old needs to vote.”

Duran said funding for education 
is a topic of contention between the 
candidates representing the two ma-
jor parties that might get the nieces’ 
and nephews’ attention. Another, she 

added, is whether the country will 
continue to provide opportunities for 
the next generation.

“I would encourage them to look at 
the platforms for all the candidates 
on those issues,” she said.

The final question for the panel cen-
tered on how service members can 
discuss their views on issues and can-
didates without straying into partisan 
political territory. Army Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said Aug. 22 that par-
tisan political statements by service 
members can erode public trust. 

Air Force Instruction 51-902, “Po-
litical Activities by Members of the 
U.S. Air Force,” limits how service 

members may participate in the po-
litical arena. The Hatch Act, which 
is detailed at http://www.osc.gov/
hatchact.htm, outlines what activities 
are allowed or prohibited for civilian 
employees.

“One of the great things about the 
military is that there’s a history and 
tradition of being engaged but not 
partisan,” Ridder said. “It’s difficult, 
but I think that what’s important is 
being able to discuss in terms of your 
value system, in terms of what makes 
you feel connected with an issue or a 
candidate, and also looking at all the 
sides.”

Ridder referred to a recent study 
that showed placing a party affiliation 

in front of a candidate’s name could 
change an election’s outcome.

“You don’t have to use the labels, 
‘Democratic position’ or ‘Republican 
position,’” he said. “Those labels re-
ally don’t mean much. What means 
much is what you believe and how 
you wish to communicate that and ex-
press it. ... The biggest change in poli-
tics in the last 20 years is that we’ve 
gone from ‘All politics is local’ to ‘All 
politics is personal,’ so think in terms 
of how something impacts you.”

Guests at the event also includ-
ed Rep. Janak Joshi (R-Colorado 
Springs) and Lynn Gangone, dean of 
the Women’s College at the Univer-
sity of Denver.

Cadets march to lunch during the 
weekly noon meal formation and 

parade Monday. All cadet squadrons 
form up twice weekly and march to 

Mitchell Hall for lunch.

RAYMOND MCCOY

From Page 3

On parade

Optical Concessionaire
USAFA Located in Community Center

Mon-Sat 9:00-6:00 | Sun 10:00 - 6:00 | 719-574-5252

Tricare Accepted
Military Discounts
634-2020
4319 Integrity Center Point
NW Corner of Powers & Barnes

635-2020
4331 Centennial Blvd.

632-2020

Circle & Constitution

578-2020

Just west of Lake Ave & Venetucci
www.abbaeyecare.com

Voted ‘Best of’ 
Two Years in a Row 

2010 & 2011

20pc chicken
McNUGGETS®

$499
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Program eases
Airmen’s transition

to civilian life
by Joel Fortner
Air Force Public Affairs Agency

WASHINGTON (AFNS) — A re-
designed program will help ease every 
Airman’s transition to civilian life and 
better apply their military experience, 
Air Force officials said. 

The program is the first major over-
haul of the transition assistance pro-
gram for military members in nearly 
20 years. 

The effort began in response to a 
call from President Barack Obama 
in August 2011 to ensure all service 
members are “career ready” when 
they leave the military.

Slated to begin servicewide in No-
vember, the current three-day, option-
al program will be expanded to five 
days and has been redesigned into a 
comprehensive, mandatory program 
that includes pre-separation coun-
seling, a military-to-civilian skills re-
view, a Veterans Affairs benefits brief-
ing, financial planning support, job 
search skills building, and individual 
transition plan preparation. 

A pilot program was held July 9-13 

at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph, 
which, according to officials, allowed 
Departments of Defense, Labor and 
Veterans Affairs to test the initiative.

According to Secretary of the Air 
Force Michael Donley, the redesigned 
program bolsters and standardizes 
the transition services that service 
members receive prior to retiring or 
separating from the military to make 
them employment ready.

“Our goal is to provide Airmen with 
a comprehensive transition assis-
tance program that prepares them for 
life after the military, whether that’s 
pursuing education, working in the 
public or civilian sector, or starting a 
business,” Donley said.

Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force 
James A. Roy said the program is as 
good for the civilian sector as it is for 
Airmen.

“Employers are looking for educat-
ed, trained, experienced people like 
those who are separating from the 
Air Force,” he said. “This program 
will help smooth our Airmen’s transi-
tions to civilian life.”

Under the old program, separating 

Guardsmen and Reservists were of-
ten left to their own devices. Roy said 
another benefit of this new program 
is the inclusion of the Total Force.

“We want to take care of all our 
Airmen, and this program does that,” 
he said. “No component of our Total 
Force deserves more help transition-
ing than another.”

By October 2013, three two-day op-
tional sessions on pursuing a techni-
cal certification, starting a business, 
or pursuing a higher educational de-

gree will also be offered to Airmen. 
“Our Airmen have extraordinary 

technical expertise and world-class 
leadership skills that are in high de-
mand,” Donley said. “This program 
will help them apply their experience 
to additional training, formal educa-
tion, and develop successful civilian 
careers.”

For more information, contact your 
local Airman and Family Readiness 
Center or email af.a1saa@pentagon.
af.mil.

Redesign makes for a successful transitional experience

A variety of infor-
mational material 
is made available 
to Airmen attend-
ing a Transition 
Assistance Program 
class in the Air-
men and Family 
Readiness Center on 
Ellsworth Air Force 
Base, S.D., March 26. 
Airmen preparing to 
separate from the 
Air Force are given 
various guides and 
information to assist 
them during their 
transition to civilian 
life. 

AIRMAN 1ST CLASS
KATE THORNTON

Kevin J Brumfiel Agent

Think You Can't Afford Life Insurance... Think Again!!

 Male Female Male Female Male Female

$250,000 $12.01 $11.57 $15.58 $13.90 $31.35 $25.45

$500,000 $18.83 $17.19 $25.42 $22.76 $56.33 $45.79

$1,000,000 $32.47 $28.45 $45.12 $40.48 $106.29 $86.45

Age 30 Age 40 Age 50

719-434-1937
Fax 719-358-6279

4765 N Carefree Circle
Colorado Springs, CO 80917

Life Insurance can be the best 

Don't Wait Men!

 

Freedom Insurance, INC.
FREEDOM TO CHOOSE

22 S. Tejon St. 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903

719-630-1167
www.fujiyamasushi.comVoted "Best Of" 14 years in a row!

HAPPY HOUR
Fri, Sat, Sun 5 - 6:30

2 for 1 Drinks
20% Off Sushi

20% Off Entire Bill 
With this coupon. After 6:30PM.
Not combined w/other offers.

Exp 9/30/12
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Academy helps community heal from Waldo Canyon fire 
Nearly 345 cadets, faculty and staff  members 

helped Mountain Shadows residents cut, gather, 
haul and stack organic slash, branches, dead-
fall and some burned trees and limbs during the 
community’s semi-annual “Chipper Event” for 
fire mitigation Sunday.

Academy volunteers worked with Academy 
School District 20 volunteers to provide fire mit-
igation in the hardest hit community during the 
Waldo Canyon Fire. The event was sponsored by 
the Colorado Springs Fire Department and the 
Mountain Shadows Community Association. 

The Colorado Springs Fire Department fol-
lowed Monday by chipping the material and us-
ing it for erosion control and landscape recovery 
efforts within and around the Mountain Shad-
ows burn areas. 

Volunteers cut down burned trees and cleared debris left over from the Waldo Canyon fire Sunday. The cadets performed 
cleanup for more than 100 homeowners and three city open spaces.

 ELIZABETH ANDREWS

Cadet volunteers 
spread out a tarp on 
the ground to place 
debris collected during 
fire mitigation efforts 
Sunday.

 ELIZABETH ANDREWS

TECH. SGT. RAYMOND HOY

Lady Godiva Hair Studio
A Paul Mitchell® Focus Salon

www.ladygodivahair.com4 S. Wahsatch #110 475-2266

✂

✂

$55 Highlights
FREE Haircut 

& Style 
Call salon for appointment. 

Mention ad for discount. 
New clients only

Offer expires 
9/29/12

Gentle Dental Care
Howard Short, D.M.D.

Accepting
United Concordia Insurance

for military families!

Now Offering Botox 
and Derma filler

CALL
FOR APPOINTMENT!

719-574-7631
5739 Constitution Ave.
(SW corner Constitution and
Powers next to Walgreens) 475-1199

Turn Up TheTurn Up The

Flavor!Flavor!

2 0 1 2

110 E. Costilla Street

131 Bijou Street

w w w . K i n g s C h e f D i n e r. c o m
Two Downtown Locations

“Tastiest Breakfast in 
Colorado” 

Food Network Magazine 

375-5651  
www.faerietalesbakehouseandcatering.com

Catering Large & Small Events
WE DO WEDDINGS!

BAKEHOUSE AND CATERING

Restaurant
Lunch: Tue-Sat

Dinner: Wed-Sat
Sunday Brunch 10-3

3225 E. Platte Ave., Colorado Springs, (719) 633-2610
2930 S. Academy Blvd., Colorado Springs, (719) 390-0787

7435 N. Academy Blvd., Colorado Springs, (719) 533-0100
3060 N. Powers Road, Colorado Springs, (719) 573-0052

Like us if you like 4G.

VISIT T-MOBILE.COM OR A STORE NEAR YOU

FOR A LIMITED TIME, 
ADD A 3RD LINE 

FOR JUST 
$5 PER MONTH 

UNTIL 2014

When you buy one 

Samsung 4G smartphone 

or tablet, you get the 

Galaxy S II, Galaxy S 

Blaze or Galaxy 

Exhibit for FREE.
New two-year contract on 
qualifying plan and mail-in 

rebate card required.

SAMSUNG 

GALAXY

TAB™ 10.1

SAMSUNG 

GALAXY

S® BLAZE™ 4G
SAMSUNG 

GALAXY S® IIl 4G

SAMSUNG 

GALAXY S® IIl 4G

SAMSUNG 

GALAXY 

EXHIBIT™ 4G

SELECT SMARTPHONE

SMARTPHONE OR TABLET
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Rocky 
Mountain 

high

PHOTOS BY CAPT. RICKY RICCIARDI

A visitor gets the chance to “get behind 
the stick” of an Air Force Academy 

TG-15A glider at the  Rocky Mountain Air 
Show near Denver, Saturday. Cadets from 
the  Academy’s Science, Technology, En-

gineering and Math Outreach Club, Wings 
of Blue and glider teams participated in 
the  three-day airshow which featured a 

variety of modern and vintage military 
aircraft.

Cadets soar above crowd
at Rocky Mountain Airshow

Cadet 3rd Class Linnea Larson, of Cadet Squadron 17, and her sister, Cadet 3rd 
Class Kirsten Larson of CS-07, left, talk about cadet research projects during the 
Rocky Mountain Air Show in Denver Saturday. Both Larson sisters are part of the 
Academy’s Science, Technology, Engineering and Math Outreach Club.
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By Amber Baillie
Academy Spirit staff writer

Cadet 1st Class Sarah Nickisch al-
ways had the goal to live in Africa by 
the time she was 22. A foreign areas 
major who one day hopes to work 
for U.S. Africa Command, she con-
quered her goal last fall when she 
studied at Al Akhawayn University 
in Morocco for five months. While 
there she learned the local language, 
bonded with her Moroccan class-
mates, worked at a refugee camp, 
ran a half  marathon and played on a 
Muslim volleyball team, all through 
the Academy’s Office of Internation-
al Programs Semester Study Abroad 
program.

“It was extremely life-changing, and 
I’m not just saying that to be cliché,” 
Nickisch said. 

Nickisch, who is minoring in Arabic 
and French here, applied for the pro-
gram through her language courses. 
The program’s purpose is to allow 

junior and senior cadets the opportu-
nity to attend a foreign civilian uni-
versity, be immersed in a language 
and pick up perspectives of a differ-
ent culture. 

 “(International Programs) is selec-
tive with the cadets they choose for 
their programs because they want 
whoever they send abroad to engage 
with the culture,” Nickisich said. “In 
the interview, they evaluate how you 
might react being overseas and if  you 
will feel comfortable enough to inter-
act with society.”

Nickisch visited Morocco two times 
prior to her semester abroad. She said 
her experience through the program 
was different because it was longer 
and she was there for language and 
cultural immersion rather than hu-
manitarian efforts. 

 “I was on my own, able to make 
lifelong friends and really got to 
know the community,” Nickisch said. 
“I loved being there for a semester 
because my relationships were more 

sustainable and I eventually want to 
live in Africa long-term.”

Nickisch said because AUI is an 
upper-class, English speaking univer-
sity, it was difficult to practice Mod-
ern Standard Arabic regularly, but; 
she learned the local dialect, Darijia, 
as well as French.

“I figured that even if  I didn’t im-
prove much on my MSA, I could look 
for other opportunities and other 
things to invest in,” Nickisch said. 

Nickisch said she became friends 
with a Moroccan native, Achmed, 
who was fluent in English, French, 
Darijia and MSA. 

“He spoke MSA very well, which 
is not very common in Morocco,” 
Nickisch said. “Sixty   percent of 
the population is illiterate in MSA 
and therefore are unable to read the 
Qu’ran. We were able to converse in 
MSA pretty frequently, and that was 
very valuable to me.”

Nickisch said during her semester 
in Morocco, she acquired enough 

confidence to escort her entire family 
across the country for 10 days.   

“I took them to all of the hot spots 
in Morocco, as well as on a camel ride 
and to the largest mosque in Africa,” 
Nickisch said. “I’m the only one in 
my family who speaks Arabic so when 
I needed to converse with our taxi 
drivers to get around, my language 
survival skills kicked in because I was 
their guide.”

After living in Morocco for a se-
mester, any misconceptions you have 
about Middle East culture will van-
ish, Nickisch said. 

“Moroccans are loving people and 
after getting to know them, every one 
of them would gladly welcome you 
into their home tomorrow because 
that is just how hospitable they are,” 
Nickisch said. “I had an eye-opening 
experience and positive memory with 
a culture we struggle to understand.”

Nickisch said she never felt unsafe 
during her semester abroad and made 

See Immersion Page 10

Cadet 1st Class Sarah Nickisch escorts her family on a camel ride in Morocco. 
COURTESY PHOTO

Programs offer 
authentic cultural

opportunities

International Immersion:

Our New Homes have state-of -the-art, energy-efficient Appliances; 
Private fenced-in Yards; Laundry Room Sinks; Kitchen Islands;  
and so much more. 

Plus, with a brand new community center open soon with a fitness 
center, splash park, full-service kitchen and Wi-Fi lounge, community 
outdoor playgrounds, dog and skateboard parks, and so much more, 
Tierra Vista has something for everyone. 

Visit us at tierra-vista.com for more  
information or call (719) 597-7200. 

For All Service Members Including the Air Force 
Academy. Don’t Miss Out if You’re an E1-O6!

Amenities include:

 No security deposit

 Basic renter’s  
insurance is included

 Pet-friendly community 
with one-time $200 fee

 24/7 emergency  
maintenance

 Resident functions  
and events

 Lawn care service

 Short commute to work

 Safe, gated on-base  
community

Easier and more
 affordable than 
you may think!

CELEBRATING OUR 12 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

Schedule a
COMPLIMENTARY 

CONSULTATION
to learn what treatments 

are available for:
Fine lines, Wrinkles, Skin 
Folds, Broken Capillaries

Redness/Rosacea, Sun/Age 
Spots, Rough, Uneven, 
or Dull Complexion, 

Unwanted hair, and Leg Veins.

20% Off any package or service 
for Military Personnel

LASER SKIN TIGHTENING, BOTOX, 
RESTYLANE, MICRODERMABRASION, 

LASER HAIR REMOVAL, PHOTOFACIAL, 
and more.

 Offer ends October 20, 2012

Witnessing breaking news?
Call 476-FACT 

or, tell us about it online at 
gazette.com/fact



Dear Cadet Parents,
Welcome to the United States 

Air Force Academy family!
The Class of  2016 entered 

the Academy in June 2012 and 
began their four-year journey 
toward becoming officers in 
our Air Force. They spent the 
summer in Basic Cadet Train-
ing, an intense program de-
signed to enhance their men-
tality and physical abilities as 
they adjust to military service. 
On Aug. 8, the class entered 
the Cadet Wing at the Accep-
tance Day parade. The aca-
demic year began on Aug. 9. 

Our cadets face academic, 
military and athletic challeng-
es throughout the year. Your 
parental interest, encour-
agement and involvement is 
crucial to helping your cadet 
succeed. My wife, Paula, and 
I look forward to partnering 
with you and your cadet on 
this exciting journey.

We are glad you could join 
us for Parents’ Weekend 2012. 
Events begin Friday and con-
tinue through Monday. Friday 
is packed with activities, in-
cluding a Cadet Wing parade 
and an opportunity to attend 
classes with your cadet, so be 
sure to arrive early enough to 
participate. On Saturday, we 
invite you to join us in cheer-
ing for our Air Force Falcons 
football team as they play 
their first game of  the season 
against Idaho State. Follow-
ing the game, your cadet may 
join you for the remainder of 
the long weekend. Please en-
joy this time with your cadet 
and make the most of  this op-
portunity to learn more about 
the programs and facilities of 
the United States Air Force 
Academy.

We are confident you will 
find Parents’ Weekend a valu-
able and interesting experi-
ence, as well as a great way to 
learn about your cadet’s new 
life at the Academy. We look 
forward to visiting with you!

Sincerely,
Lt. Gen. Mike Gould

- Lt. Gen. Mike Gould

The Air Force Academy’s Cadet Wing formally accepted the Class of 2016 during the Acceptance Day Parade here Aug. 8. During the ceremony, basic 
cadets received copies of “Contrails” from their legacy class and swore the Academy’s Honor Oath. During Acceptance, the new freshmen march 
toward the Cadet Wing in an inverse wedge formation to signify their entrance into the Cadet Wing.

ELIZABETH ANDREWS

Welcome, parents!
PARENTS’  WEEKEND 2012 

Greetings from the
superintendent
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ELIZABETH ANDREWS

Cadets march  back 
from Jacks Valley 
after completing 
Basic Cadet Training 
July 28.

Parents’ Weekend Schedule
Thursday

Parents Club Presidents Meeting: Doolittle 
Hall, 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

Cadet Chapel: Open to visitors daily except 
Sunday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Friday
Upper-class Breakfast: Mitchell Hall, 7:30- 

10 a.m. Cadets must purchase tickets for their 
guests in advance.

Academic Department Open Houses: Fairch-
ild Hall, 7:30 a.m.-4:55 p.m. Attend Classes 
with Cadets. Cadet family members and 
guests may attend cadet classes, accompanied 
by their cadet.

Parents’ Weekend Information Fair: Arnold 
Hall Ballroom, 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Basic Cadet 
Training videos and portrait photos will be 
available for sale, and Academy and commu-
nity organizations will share information.

Basic Cadet Training Video: Arnold Hall 

Vector Program Orientation: Arnold Hall 

Familiarizes parents to the Vital Effective 
Character Through Observation and Reflec-
tion seminar, which all cadets attend during 
their freshman year.

Cadet Wing Parade:

Team and various aircraft demonstrations. 
Cadet Performance Showcase: Arnold Hall 

are the cadet show choir, cadet orchestra and 
other performing groups.

Fourth-Class Lunch: Mitchell Hall, 11:30 

all fourth-class cadets. Tickets are required 
for guests.

Lunch Available for Upper-class cadets and 
their guests: 
Squadron picnics, Arnold Hall or the Falcon 
Club. Cadet Field House, Visitor Center, Fal-
con Club, Arnold Hall 

Airfield Open House: Academy Airfield, 
noon-5 p.m. Check out aircraft displays and 
speak with staff  about airmanship programs. 
Guests must have a cadet escort.

Athletics Open House: 1-3 p.m. Come visit 
the Cadet Field House, Hall of Excellence 
at the Falcon Athletic Center and the Cadet 
Gymnasium. Meet the Athletics staff  and 
learn about the many athletics programs.

Air Warfare Lab Tour:  

guests are invited to visit the flight simulators 

flight simulators offer many cadets a “first 
look” at flying and aviation in the Air Force.

Academic Advising and First-Year Programs 
Informational Session: Arnold Hall Banquet 

about academic advising and other first-year 
-

dets as they transition to the Academy’s rigor-
ous academic environment. 

Prep School Football vs. USAFA: 
Junior Varsity Husky Field

Dinner Buffet: Mitchell Hall, 5-7:30 p.m. 
Open to cadets and their guests.

Observatory Open House: Academy Obser-
vatory (east of Fairchild Hall), 7-10 p.m. The 

telescope. You can tour the facility, see images 
taken on our own telescope, use the telescope 
to explore your universe firsthand (weather 

permitting) and hear some of the incredible 
history and lore behind the constellations that 

above sea level.

Saturday
Breakfast Buffet: Mitchell Hall, 7-9 a.m. 

Open to cadets and their guests.
Air Force vs. Idaho State: Falcon Stadium, 

noon-4 p.m. Cadets are required to attend the 

may depart Falcon Stadium after the third 
verse of the Air Force Song at the end of the 
game.

Guests can purchase tickets to the game by 

Weekend Pass: Cadets may spend the week-
end with their adult guests starting after the 
third verse of the Air Force song at the Air 
Force-Idaho State game. They must sign in by 
7:10 p.m. Monday (10:45 p.m. for seniors).

Sunday
  Worship Services: Cadet Chapel and Com-

schedule of services, see the schedule of wor-

  Brunch Buffet: Mitchell Hall, 10 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. Open to cadets and their guests.
  Sunday Brunch: Falcon Club, 10 a.m.-1:30 

Jacks Valley Orientation: Jacks Valley, 10:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. Guests must have a cadet es-

House.

Monday
Brunch Buffet: Mitchell Hall, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Open to cadets and their guests.
Academic Call-to-Quarters: 7:10 p.m. for 

lower-class cadets, 10:45 p.m. for first-class 
cadets.

Parents’ Weekend Information

Safety and Security
All non-DOD ID card holders should plan to enter the 

-
tivities. You may be asked to show proof of insurance, a 
valid vehicle registration and a photo ID. If  you are driving 
a rental car, please keep the rental agreement and current 
proof of insurance in the vehicle at all times. 

Guests may ride the shuttles or walk into the Cadet Area 
but must be escorted by a cadet or military member to enter 
the Terrazzo or any of the academic buildings or dormi-

dash whenever you are parked at the Academy.
All vehicles entering the base are subject to inspection. 

Guests should not bring large bags, coolers, Thermoses, 
backpacks or other items that will require additional scru-
tiny or searches.  

Follow all posted speed limits when driving on the base. 
Radar detectors are not permitted on base. In addition, 
all vehicle occupants must wear seatbelts at all times when 
driving in Colorado. 

Drivers may not use hand-held cellular phones while the 
vehicle is in motion. If  you need to make or take a call, use 
a hands-free device or pull to the side of the road. 

Finally, wildlife such as deer, elk and wild turkeys can be 

them and drive carefully. Remember, they have the right-
of-way!

If  force protection conditions change, some scheduled 
events may change or require additional security precau-
tions for the safety of all our guests. Any event changes will 
be advertised in local media and on the message boards at 
both entry gates.

High-Altitude Concerns
The Air Force Academy Cadet Area is approximately 

7,300 feet above sea level. At this altitude, it is possible to 
contract high-altitude sickness. The common symptoms 
of this disorder include headache, malaise, nausea, vomit-
ing and shortness of breath. Most cases of acute moun-
tain sickness are mild but the altitude may exacerbate other 
existing medical conditions. High altitude sickness usually 
resolves within a few days once an individual has had a 
chance to adapt to the increased elevation. 

The best way to avoid illness is to allow yourself  to accli-
matize: try not to overexert yourself  in the first days after 
your arrival and make sure to drink sufficient fluids to avoid 
dehydration. Don’t go sightseeing at higher elevations until 

after you have been in Colorado Springs for a few days. Al-
cohol consumption may worsen these symptoms, so make 
sure to drink in moderation. 

Weather 
Due to the Academy’s location on the Front Range of the 

Rocky Mountains and its high elevation, weather here can 
change quickly, from sunny and warm to foggy and cold, 
with less than a day’s notice. Thunderstorms can crest the 
Front Range with little warning, bringing with them the 
risk of hail, flash floods and lightning. 

The Academy’s public address system will activate when 
a thunderstorm or lightning threatens the area. Visitors 
hearing the message “lightning within five nautical miles” 
should immediately seek shelter indoors until the all-clear 
is sounded.

Handicapped Assistance 
Disabled or handicapped guests should bring or rent any 

walkers, wheelchairs, breathing support or other special-
needs or medical equipment they require. They should also 
bring their state-issued ‘disabled/handicapped’ placard or 
other documentation in order to park in designated dis-
abled or handicapped lots. 

will transport disabled guests from the disabled or handi-
capped parking lot to locations within the Cadet Area. If  
you have serious medical conditions such as anemia, heart 
disease or pulmonary disease, you should consult your doc-
tor about the need for portable oxygen or preventive medi-
cation and the advisability of traveling to the Academy. 

Note: The Academy cannot provide wheelchairs, oxygen 

a medical supply distributor or your doctor or insurance 
carrier for your medical needs.

Cadets will be permitted to have their personal cellular 
-

tact them directly.

Contacting Cadets
Arrange a convenient meeting location with your cadet 

ahead of time (such as in front of the Cadet Field House, 
Arnold Hall or the Core Values Ramp). If  you should miss 
your cadet at the scheduled time, prearrange to meet prior 
to his next class at the base of the Core Values Ramp near 
the Fairchild Hall bus stop. 

If  you should lose each other altogether, you may receive 
assistance from staff  positioned at the base of the ramp 

Booth” will have cadet class schedules and can escort you 
to your cadet’s next class. 

If  you arrive after 5 p.m. on Friday, plan to meet your ca-
det at the Cadet Field House at a prearranged time. Cadets 
should have their cell phones on Friday morning, so you 
may communicate via phone if  you lose each other

Dress Code

dress sensibly and comfortably for outdoor activities such 

Because a visit to the Academy may require extensive 

bring sun block, hats and raingear for scheduled outside 
events. For Chapel services and official ceremonies, please 
dress appropriately.

PARENTS’  WEEKEND 2012 

Basic cadets take on the 
assault course during the 
second phase of Basic Cadet 
Training in Jacks Valley. 
“Second Beast” focuses on 
physical conditioning as well 
as surviving and operating in 
a field environment.

RAYMOND MCCOY

The Class of 2016 received a warm welcome by the Cadet Wing cadre on inpro-
cessing day here June 28.

Cadets receive fresh haircuts during Class of 2016 inprocessing June 28.

ELIZABETH ANDREWS

ELIZABETH ANDREWS

Emergency Contact Info
For medical, fire or police emergencies, please call 911 

immediately. Other first-responder contact numbers:

Air Force Academy First Responders

Colorado Springs Police
(Downtown)    719-444-7595

Medical Providers
St. Francis Medical   719-571-1000
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By the Numbers: Class of 2016 Basic cadets 
celebrate 
completion 
of the assault 
course during 
Basic Cadet 
Training in 
Jacks Valley. 

RAYMOND 
MCCOY

12,274 Applications received
1,217 Offers of admission
1,035 Total cadets admitted
130 Cadets who are the first mem-

bers of their families to attend 
college

68 Cadets who are the sons or 
daughters of service academy 
graduates

20 International cadets

674 Mean SAT math score
643 Mean SAT verbal score
3.86 Average high school GPA

66 Percentage of cadets who 
were National Honor Society 
members

87 Percentage of cadets who 
earned one or more athletic 
letters

Days until Graduation: 1,371* * If  graduation is held after 
Memorial Day

ELIZABETH 
ANDREWS

On the final 
day of Basic 
Cadet Train-
ing in Jacks 

Valley, cadets 
squared off 
for the title 

of Big Bad 
Basic.
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GOING ON

NOW!

SALE-A-BRATION
Twice a year we clear out our remaining fleet to make room for the hundreds 
and hundreds of inbound vehicles with pricing that crushes the competition!

Hundreds of 
vehicles to 

choose from!!
With savings like 
this you really do 
have something to 

celebrate!! 
Hurry now while 

supplies last!!

Where everyone 
�������	
��
���

advertised price
and no one pays 

added dealer 
handling fees!
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Corporate Lease and Fleet Return Center
945 Motor City Drive, Colorado Springs 80905

(719) 466-8300
www.SussSuperstore.com

M-F 8am - 9pm & Sat 8am - 8pm

“The difference is in the experience.”
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Immersion
friends from all sides of the political, 
religious and social spectrum. 

 “Morocco is very unique in the fact 
that it has a lot of French influence, 
so it’s trying to be this modern Eu-
ropean country and show the world 
it’s progressed in a certain way that is 
more European,” Nickisch said.  “At 
the same time, the first line of its con-
stitution says that it’s a Muslim coun-
try which comes with a certain set of 
parameters in how their constitution 
is laid out, how their government is 
run and how their society dictates 
what is legal and what’s illegal. It’s a 
huge mix of cultures and you can see 
that in the country’s language, archi-
tecture and fashion.”

Cadet 1st Class Sara Schnabel, a be-
havioral sciences major minoring in 
Chinese, participated in DFIP’s Cul-
tural Immersion program where she 
spent a week in China to experience 
cultural diversity. 

“I really like learning languages,” 
Schnabel said. “I applied to the pro-
gram because I figured, if  I’m going 
to learn Chinese, I should actually 
try and use it. You can’t be totally 
immersed in a language like Chinese 
when you’re in the United States be-
cause Asian culture is very different 
and there aren’t enough people in the 
U.S. who speak it.”

While there, Schnabel stayed in an 
international dorm at Nanjing Uni-
versity. Schnabel said the first differ-
ence she noticed in China was the 
lack of personal space. 

“Here you keep your distance and if  
you run into someone you say, ‘Sorry’ 
or ‘Excuse me,’” Schnabel said. “In 
China, there is no such thing as per-
sonal space because their sense of it is 
totally different.”

Schnabel said her Chinese improved 
simply by reading street signs while 
on the bus.

“It doesn’t seem like a big deal but it 
really helps you say, ‘Hey, I recognize 
what that does,’” Schnabel said. 

Schnabel said her biggest challenge 
in China was trying to initiate a per-
sonable conversation.

 “Trying to push your language even 
further so you can interact with peo-
ple more naturally such as by shar-
ing a joke was a challenge,” Schnabel 
said. “It really made me want to be-
come more fluent.”  

Cadet 2nd Class Waruna Amban-
pola, a noncommissioned officer in 
charge of DFIP programs, partici-
pated in a foreign academy visit dur-
ing spring break. He and a faculty 
member escorted cadets to his home 
country of Sri Lanka to develop an 
understanding of foreign forces and 
their military academy structure. 

“I’m an international cadet and will 
study at the Academy for four years, 
then return to Sri Lanka to serve in 
their military,” Ambanpola said. 
“One of my biggest goals while there 
was to be an ambassador to my coun-
try and make sure people know about 
Sri Lanka.”

The group visited Sri Lanka’s army, 
air force and navy training academies 

and interacted with 
military leaders, 
engineers, officers 
and pilots. 

Ambanpola was 
a civilian prior to 
entering the Acad-
emy. He said it was 
helpful to learn 
about military op-
portunities in Sri 
Lanka for when he 
returns there.

“I learned what 
to do and what not 
to do at their acad-
emies and what 
I’ll need to pursue 
when there,” Am-
banpola said. “I 
also met classmates 
who I had gone to basic with but had 
never talked to.” 

Ambanpola is currently the only ca-
det at the Academy from Sri Lanka. 
He said he wants the United States 
and Sri Lanka to have a good rela-
tionship and looks forward to In-
ternational Week, Oct. 15-19, when 
cadets from Sri Lanka visit the Acad-
emy.

“I want to make sure communica-
tion is open between the United States 
and Sri Lanka,” Ambanpola said. 
“The U.S.’s technology and academ-
ic system is amazing and I hope Sri 
Lanka can integrate some of the stuff  
we have here into their military.”

The Office of International Pro-
grams also offers the Semester Acad-

emy Exchange program and Cadet 
Summer Language Immersions. 

“DFIP wants to give cadets hands-on 
experience when it comes to language 
and culture,” Ambanpola said. “That 
is why they offer these programs. Ca-
dets are forced to talk in another lan-
guage and I have seen so many people 
change the way they think about cul-
tures and how they approach other 
languages through them.

Cadets and faculty interested in 
these programs during the spring, 
summer and fall of 2013 may apply 
between Sept. 1 and Oct. 1. The ap-
plication may be found along with a 
listing of all requirements, guidelines 
and other useful information at the 
DFIP SharePoint site.

From Page 8

Cadet 1st  Class Sara Schnabel in Nanjing City. Schnabel spent a 
week in China through the Cultural Immersion program.

COURTESY PHOTO

UNITED CONCORDIA/payment plans available. No charge evaluations.

2575 Montebello Dr W, Ste 101 
between Union & Academy

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN 
Saturday and after-school appointments available.

MARK J. BENTELE, DDS, MS, PC
(COL, USAF, RET)

$300 Active Duty & Adult Family 
Member Discount

INNER SMILES
Bentele

orthodontics

NEED
 

HELP?

DIAL

CONFIDENTIAL

ASSISTANCE
WITH
FOOD

UTILITIES
SHELTER
MEDICAL

CHILDCARE
RENT

MORTGAGE

AND 
MORE

GET 
ANSWERS

FREE

BILINGUAL

AND
AVAILABLE

24/7

www.ppuw.org

Pikes Peak United Way

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending 
puzzle will have you hooked from the moment 
you square off, so shapren your pencil and 
put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You 
can figure out the order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier to gets to solve the puzzle!

08-31-12Solution on page 11

CLUES DOWN
  1.  The genus Rhus
  2.  The 7th planet
  3.  17th century 
 courtance
  4.  Hill site of Rome’s 
 1st settlement
  5.  One of the common 
 people
  6.  Saccharum 
 bengalense
  7.  Liquorice-flavored 
 liqueur
  8.  A waterproof 
 raincoat
  9.  Actress Thurman
11.  An inferior dog
13.  A disdainful grimace
16.  Actress Bacall
18.  Moderate to inferior 
 in quality

21.  Atomic #86
24.  Queen’s Gambit 
 defense
26.  Behave in a certain 
 manner

27.  The 17th Greek 
 letter
29.  Not achieving a 
 purpose
30.  Rubber wheels (Br. 

 var.)
34.  Centrally placed
35.  Showed submission 
 or fear
36.  One of the Greats
37.  “Honeymooners” 
 neighbor Ed
38.  Money-dispensing 
 machine
39.  Actress Zadora
43.  Outpouring of gossip
44.  Smother
46.  Sodium
47.  Fraudulent scheme
50.  Short literary 
 composition
52.  Freshwater mussels
53.  Ireland
55.  British Air Aces
56.  A siemens
57.  Cologne

CLUES ACROSS  
  1.  Total
  4.  Parts per million
  7.  A Dalton (Physics)
10.  Acid causing gout
12.  Grad
14.  Yes (Arabic)
15.  Pallas’scat
17.  Tonight’s  host
18.  Isinglass
19.  Frogs, toads, tree 
 toads
20.  Solemnly renounce
22.  Billiards stick

23.  Twin City university
25.  Cause to be beloved
28.  Illuminated by stars
31.  Scratch
32.  Skullcap
33.  Iron Chancellor Von 
 Bismarck
34.  Two things coming 
 together
38.  One who imitates 
 another

40.  Mistake
41.  A shade of a color
42.  Evening parties
45.  The first canonical 
 hour
48.  Examines animals
49.  Fed
51.  One who left a 
 dangerous place
54.  Fragrant iris 
 rootstock

56.  Nothing more than 
 specified
58.  Indigo
59.  ____ off: dismisses 
 (Br. slang)
60.  Own (Scottish)
61.  Deep, slimy soil
62.  W. African language
63.  Office of Urban 
 Development
64.  Largest English 
 dictionary (abbr.)
65.  Grassland, meadow

Nationally Certified Counselor
Licensed Professional Educator

Licensed Professional 
Counselor

Tricare Provider 
I help struggling parents form 
wonderful relationships with 
their children!

I help individuals learn problem-
solving techniques to improve 
their relationships!

I help your child get off to a great 
start for the new school year by 
learning assertiveness skills!

“Invest in your quality of life-for yourself 
and your family!”

Please call: 719-330-4256 

Email: ssv4therapy@aol.com

Sandra S. Vergez, 
M.A., N.C.C., L.P.C.

Helping  

Couples, Families, 

Individuals.
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TopsinnBlue
Tops in Blue performed in the Academy’s  Arnold Hall Theater Saturday. Tops in Blue is composed of active-duty Air-
men selected for their entertainment abilities. Their primary purpose is to perform for military personnel and their 
families throughout the world. 

Air Force’s premier entertainment troupe rocks USAFA 

PHOTOS BY ELIZABETH ANDREWS

DELUXE

TACOS
TM

©2012 Del Taco LLC DTL-6220

Price and participation may vary.

4 convenient locations  
in Colorado Springs:
North Academy near I-25
North Academy & Austin Bluffs
Powers & Palmer Park
South Academy & Astrozon

FRAMING 
SOLUTIONS

ACADEMY FRAME COMPANY

719 265-6694

ADDITIONAL 

10% OFF 
131 Bijou Street

Everyday

Late Nights

Thurs-Sat

110 E. Costilla Street

 Mon-Fri

www.KingsChefDiner.com

yetyet??Hungry

 
 

                A Community without  
         Domestic and Sexual Violence 

 
If you or  

someone you know 
is a victim of  

domestic violence or 
sexual assault,  

help is available.  
 

Call TESSA’s  
24/7 crisis line at 

719-633-3819 

www.tessacs.org 

Puzzle solutions for 08-31-2012

Independently Local Since 1987

Voted Best Deli 
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
 • Award Winning Scratch 

Recipes
• Homemade Desserts

& Locally Roasted Coffees 
Happy Hour • Beer & Wine

Supporting  
Community  

Arts & Music

823 North Tejon St.
At Cache La Poudere

719-578-9443
wooglinsdeli.com

Catering Available

Wooglin’s
Deli & Café
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MIKE KAPLAN

Falcon
football
returns

The Falcon’s preseason is officially over, and the team will take the field against Idaho State Saturday.

Air Force Senior Connor Dietz will be the 
Falcons’ starting quarterback Saturday. 

Air Force vs. Idaho State

Falcon Stadium 

QUICK LOOK

Video streamed by Falcon Vision on goairforcefalcons.com

GAME FACTS: Air Force opens 
the 2012 season at home against 
Idaho State. This is the second meet-
ing between the two schools and first 
since 1956. Air Force was picked 
sixth in the Mountain West during 
the conference’s annual media event 
in July. The Falcons are opening 
against an FCS team for the sixth 
straight year. Air Force is 8-1 all-
time against teams from the Big Sky. 
The Falcons have won 14 straight 
home openers against unranked 
teams dating back to 1994. 

COACHES

Force, 1989) is in his sixth season. 
He has led the Falcons to a 41-24 
career record. Calhoun is 24-15 in 
MWC games, 17-9 in non-conference 
games, 23-8 in Falcon Stadium, 14-

games) and 2-3 in bowl games.

1977) is in his second season. He 
has led the program to a 2-9 mark. 

his 13th season. 
THE SERIES: Air Force and 

Idaho State are playing for the 
second time. The schools first played 
on Nov. 17, 1956, in Pueblo Stadium 
in Pueblo, Colo., in Air Force’s first 
season as a varsity program. Idaho 
State won the game, 13-7. 

MORE STATS: Air Force is 
35-19-2 overall in season openers, 
including a 30-8 mark in season 
openers at home.

the last eight season openers at home 
with the only loss coming vs. No. 13 

California in 2004.
-

houn is 5-0 in season openers, all five 
coming at home. 

HOME SWEET HOME: Air 

Force is 23-8 at home under head 
coach Troy Calhoun since 2007. Air 
Force combined for 10 wins at home 
in 2009 and 2010 which is the third 
most in two seasons in school his-
tory. 

A LOOK AT IDAHO STATE: 
Idaho State finished last season with 
a 2-9 overall mark, including a 1-7 
record in the Big Sky Conference.
The team averaged 18.5 points per 
game last year. Idaho State won the 
1981 Division I-AA national cham-
pionship. 

The program has had eight indi-
viduals play or coach in the NFL, 
including current Minnesota Vi-
kings all-pro Jared Allen ... Allen 
lettered from 2000-03 at Idaho State 
and was an All-American in 2002 
and 2003. 
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Blue beats Silver, 5-1, 
in intrasquad matchup

The Air Force men’s tennis team 
kicked off  its 2012-13 season Aug. 24 
with the third annual Blue vs. Silver 
match. All 10 players played in the 
match, with two doubles matches 
and five singles matches. One singles 
match was played as one set to help 
complete the doubles points.

“Today we were able to put our 
team under match situations for the 
first time since last spring,” said head 
coach Dan Oosterhous. “It was a 
great opportunity to see where our 
guys are physically and mentally com-
ing back from summer break. Some 
of the outcomes were surprising but 
that’s why we do this and it helps us 
determine where we need to focus our 
energy in the next four weeks before 
our first tournament in Denver.”

The two teams split the two doubles 
matches. The Blue team’s senior Lance 

Wilhelm and sophomore Grant Tay-
lor opened the match with an 8-5 win 
over junior Alex Grubbs and fresh-
man Jack McCullers, while juniors 
Andy Jackson and Ali Rizvi of the 
Silver team defeated senior Steven 
Young and freshman Andrew Parks 
by the same score. Senior Stephen Ka-
trein defeated junior Alex Lineberry, 
6-2, in the extra singles match to give 
the Blue team a 1-0 lead.

The Blue team then took four of 
the five singles matches, Wilhelm and 
Young each won in straight sets, while 
Taylor downed Lineberry, 4-6, 7-5, 
1-0(2), and Katrein beat Jackson, 1-6, 
7-5, 1-0(5). Rizvi captured the Silver 
team’s lone victory with a 6-3, 6-2 vic-
tory over Parks.

The Falcons begin the fall tourna-
ment season Sept. 21 at the Denver 
Invitational.

Sophomore Grant Taylor won both his doubles match and his singles match in the Blue 
vs. Silver scrimmage Aug. 24. The team will begin the season by competing in the Denver 
Invitational Sept. 21.

RAYMOND MCCOY

BLUE 5, SILVER 1
Doubles 
 (B) Lance Wilhelm / Grant Taylor def. 
(S) Alex Grubbs / Jack McCullers, 8-5
(S) Andy Jackson / Ali Rizvi def. 
(B) Steven Young / Andrew Parks 8-5
(B) Stephen Katrein def. (S) Alex 
Lineberry, 6-2

Singles
 (B) Wilhelm def (S) McCullers 6-3, 6-4
 (B) Young def (S) Grubbs 6-3, 7-6
 (B) Taylor def (S) Lineberry 4-6, 7-5, 1-0
 (B) Katrein def (S) Jackson 1-6, 7-5, 1-0
 (S) Rizvi def (B) Parks 6-3, 6-2

Peak Dining
Antique Billiard Museum
3628 Citadel Dr N Colorado Springs, 
CO 80909 / 719-597-9809 or 
Diamond Billiards 
3780 E Boulder St Colorado Springs,  
CO 80909 / 719-596-9516

Two great Billiard Rooms. Best equipment, pricing 
and pro shop. Over 68 playing pool tables including 
regulation, snooker billiards and diamond bar tables, 
50 cents.

BILLIARDS

Rasta Pasta
481-6888
405 N. Tejon
rastapastacs.com 

USAFA Grad Owned. Creative Caribbean Pasta, 
Fresh & Funky Salads, Ridiculously Good Desserts.  
Open seven days a week for affordable lunch and 
dinner.  Voted Best New Restaurant by Gazette 
readers.  Happy Hour Daily 4-6.  Live Reggae 
Music the First Friday of every month.  

CARIBBEAN

STEAKHOUSE
The Famous 
719-227-7333 
31 N. Tejon Street
www.thefamoussteakhouse.net

Lunch Mon.-Fri * Dinner Nightly. Think that late night 
Chicago Steakhouse:  polished booths that enclose 
years of secrets, big slabs of aromatic prime rib, 
sparkly cocktail glasses clinking at every table…  
Best Steak 2011, Best Fine Dining 2011,  
Best Martini 2011, The Gazette.  
facebook.com/FamousSteakHouse

Jack Quinn’s 
385-0766 
21 S. Tejon Street 
Open for Lunch & Dinner daily; 
Sunday Brunch served 12 pm-3 pm; 
Happy Hour 3-6 pm; & late night 
Sunday.

Owned by 4 USAFA Grads! Serving traditional Irish fare & American 
cuisine for lunch & dinner. Happy Hour daily 3-6pm & late night 
Sun. 10 pm-1 am., 15 delicious drafts & the best selection of Irish 
Whiskeys. Live Irish Music Tues., Thurs., Sat. & Sun. with County 
El Paso, Brian Clancy, Big Paddy & the Irish Session Musicians! 
Reader’s Choice Voted Best Bar 2007 & 2010. 
www.jackquinnspub.com

IRISH

FINE DINING
The Margarita at Pine Creek
7350 Pine Creek Rd. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80919
598-8667
www.margaritaatpinecreek.com
 

Hours:  Lunch:  Tuesday-Friday 11:30a.m.-2:00p.m.  Dinner:  Tuesday-
Saturday 5:30p.m.-8:30p.m. Brunch on Sunday: 10:30a.m.-2:00p.m. 
Serving award winning, contemporary, seasonal cuisine-with a casual 
attitude for 37 years. Upstairs:  fine dining (accompanied by our 
harpsichord on Saturday evenings).  In the downstairs lounge:  local 
music (from jazz to bluegrass) Wed-Fri. Enjoy appetizers to full course 
meals!  Always affordable dining with a special occasion feel.  Join us 
for lunch, dinner and Sunday brunch.  Relax and take in the Colorado 
scenery on the patios soon!  Perfect for private parties, rehearsal 
dinners, weddings and other events.
 

RESTAURANT/CATERING
Faerie Tales Bakehouse 
and Catering
1015 West Colorado Ave
Colorado Springs Co. 80904
719-375-5651

 

 Tuesday-Saturday and Sunday Brunch. Enjoy Colorado 
dinning in our restaurant, bar and patio. Featuring 
Colorado beers and wines. Premier catering services for 
all occasions from large parties to private dinners. We 
also do: Cadet “Care” packages, Sunday Brunch, cakes, 
cupcakes  and the best bakehouse goods in town! 10% 
restaurant discount for Military with this ad and ID. 
www.faerietalesbakehouseandcatering.com

CHINESE
Bamboo Court Restaurant 

719-599-7383 

4935 Centennial Blvd., Suite G

Mon-Fri Lunch: 11:00-3:00pm, Mon-Sat Dinner: 3:00-9:00pm, 
Sat Lunch: 12:00-3:00pm, Sun Dinner: 4:00-9:00pm  Our single 
combination Dinner Specials come with any entree from the dinner 
entrees menu and soup of the day, fried or steamed rice, egg roll & crab 
ragoon. At Bamboo Court, our only goal is to make your expectations 
a reality! 

BAMBOO COURT
RESTAURANT

DELI
Wooglin’s Deli & Cafe
 719-578-9443
 823 N. Tejon Street

Mon. - Sat. 7am – 9pm, Closed Sun.  A locally owned 
restaurant celebrating 24 years of award-winning 
sandwiches, soups, salads, burgers, and the best 
quiche in town.  Full breakfast menu served with 
locally roasted coffees.  Housebaked desserts, Bristol 
beers, and neighborhood art make Wooglin’s an 
authentic and funky downtown getaway. 
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Cadet Chapel
BUDDHIST
 Sundays, 10 a.m.

PROTESTANT WORSHIP
 Combined Worship Service: 
Sundays, 9 a.m.

CATHOLIC WORSHIP
 Mass: Sundays, 10 a.m.

JEWISH WORSHIP
Normal schedule
Fridays, 7 p.m.

Community Center Chapel
CATHOLIC WORSHIP
 Mass: Saturdays, 4 p.m.; Sundays,  
9 a.m.; Tuesdays-Fridays, 11:30 a.m.
 Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3:30 p.m.
 Formation Classes: For students in 
grades K-8. Sundays, 10:15-11:30 a.m.

PROTESTANT WORSHIP
 Evangelical: Sunday, 10:15 a.m.
 Gospel: Sunday, 11:30 a.m.

Blood Drive
The Academy will host its annu-

al Armed Services Blood Program 
blood drive Sept.10-12 from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. each day in Arnold Hall.

The blood will be donated to ill or 
injured service members, veterans 
and their families worldwide. 

Donors must weight at least 110 
pounds, be 17 years of age, have a 
state or federal form of photo identif-
cation and be healthy to participate. 

To find out more information or  
schedule an appointment, please visit 
www.militaryblood.dod.mil.

Parents’ Weekend Brunch
The Academy will host a Sunday 

Brunch Extravaganza for parents and 
cadets from 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Sunday 
at the Falcon Club. 

Cadets eat free with a parent. Brunch 
will feature breakfast and lunch items, 
desserts and a chocolate fountain.

To make a reservation call 333-
4253.

Whitewater rafting
The Outdoor Recreation Center 

offers rafting trips to Browns Can-
yon, the Royal Gorge and Big Horn 
Sheep Canyon through August.

The trips depart from the Out-
door Recreation Center at 7 a.m. 
and return at 5 p.m. 

Trips include transportation. a 
wet suit, personal flotation device, 
helmet, splash jacket and lunch.

Trips range from $55-$85 per p
erson. For more information visit 

the Academy Support website at 
http://usafasupport.com/the-great-
outdoors/outdoor-adventure.

Recycling Center Moves
The temporary location of  the 

Academy Recycling Center will be 
located West of  the Community 
Center and on the south side of  the 
Armed Forces Bank. 

A temporary location was created 
due to construction of  the BX and 
Commissary parking lots that be-
gan on Aug. 20.

Pharmacy hours 
  The Academy Community Center 
Pharmacy will no longer be open on 
Saturdays.

The pharmacy will continue with 
its regular hours Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

 

Child support services
  The El Paso County Child Sup-
port Services will now be at the 
Academy the last Thursday of  ev-
ery month from 1-3 p.m.at the Air-
man and Family Readiness Center.
 They will help establish, modify 
and assist child support orders,  es-
tablish paternity, assist with visita-
tion issues, provide a connection 
to other community resources and 
assist family member s of  active 
duty members stationed at another 
base.
 There is a one-time $20 fee. To 
make an appointment call 719-457-
6331.  

Bowling Leagues
  The Academy Lanes Bowling 
Center’s bowling leagues are in ses-
sion. 
  Available leagues include a par-
ent  and youth league Tuesdays at 7 
p.m. for $14 per team, three-person 
youth leagues Thursdays at 10 a.m. 
for $7 per person and four-person 
adult mixed leagues Thursdays at 7 
p.m. for $10 per person.
  Children may receive free bowling 
lessons during youth league play 
on Thursdays.
  For more information, call Acad-
emy Lanes at 333-4709.

Horsemanship classes
The Academy Equestrian Cen-

ter offers horsemanship classes, 
which include a one-hour trail-
riding lesson plus instruction in 
grooming, saddling and etiquette, 
for $30 per lesson. 

For information, contact the 
Equestrian Center at 333-4607.

Sergeants Association Meeting
The Air Force Sergeants Associa-

tion Falcon Chapter 1180 meets ev-
ery third Thursday of  the month at 
3:30 p.m. in the Casual Lounge at 
the Falcon Club.

Pottery studio available
The Arts and Crafts center offers 

a pottery studio available for use 
when a class is not in session.

 The studio includes nine pottery 
wheels, glazes and five kilns. Clay is 
available for purchase. 

 For more information call 333-
4579. 

10th MDG Closure

The 10th Medical Group will close 
at 2:30 p.m. Sept. 10 for a command-
er’s call.

Access to the on-call Primary Care 
Provider is available through the 
Patient Access Service at 524- Care 
(2273) Normal Operations will re-
sume at 7:30 a.m. on Sept. 11. 

Got an IDEA?
The Innovative Development 

through Employee Awareness, or 
IDEA Program is designed reward 
individuals whose suggestions im-
prove the efficiency, economy, and 
effectiveness of  Air Force, Depart-
ment of  Defense, and government 
operations. 

Anyone can submit an idea, but 
only Air Force military members, 
civilian employees, cadets, Prepara-
tory School candidates, and contract 
personnel who are paid from appro-
priated funds are eligible for cash 
awards.  

Monetary awards can be as high as 
$10,000 for each idea that results in 
validated tangible savings, and $200 
for ideas resulting in intangible ben-
efits. 

To submit an idea, go to https://
ipds.randolph.af.mil/ipds/web/page_
edi (CAC login required) or contact 
the IDEA office at 333-4332.

VA Stand Down Day
The local Veterans Administration 

office is requesting active-duty as-
sistance for its VA Stand Down Day 
Oct. 18.  

Volunteers are primarily needed to 
escort veterans around the stations 
on the day of the stand down.  Vol-
unteers are also needed to assist in 
prep work a few days leading up to 
the event, for set-up/tear-down, and 
also food and beverage serving on the 
day of the event.  

To volunteer or for more informa-
tion contact 1st Lt. James Franciere 
at 567-2162.

Softball Tournament
The Academy will host a softball 

tournament Sept. 21-22. Please reg-
ister by Sept. 14 and contact David 
Castilla at 333-4078 for more infor-
mation. 

Flea Market 
A flea market will be held Sept. 22 

at 8 a.m. at the Community Center. 
Vendors will set up at 7 a.m. and 

the event will take place on the west 
side parking lot.

For more information call 333-
4522.

Golf Tournament
 The Academy Fire Department 
Golf  Tournament will take place 
Sept. 27 at 12 p.m. at the Eisenhow-
er Golf  Course.       
   The cost ranges from $55-98 per 
person and will include golf  carts, 
range balls and a driving range.
     Sign up no later than Sept. 25. 
Contact Mike Mater at 719-333-
2051 for more information.

Hispanic Heritage Month
A luncheon and Cadet Panel Fo-

rum will take place Sept. 27 from 
12-1:30 p.m. in the Arnold Hall 
Ballroom for Hispanic Heritage 
month. 

The event is titled,“Diversity Unit-
ed, Building America’s Future To-
day“ and will include guest speaker 
Brig. Gen. Abel Barrientes and en-
tertainment by Mariachi Aguila. 

The cost is $10 per person and 
must be paid by Sept. 24. Please call 
Dr. Sonia Esquivel at 333-8356 for 
more information.
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PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
Call: 444-SELL  
Fax: 719-636-0122
Email: Mheifner@gazette.com
Mail: Classifieds, 30 S. Prospect St.,  
 Colorado Springs, CO 80903

Deadline: Tuesdays at 5 p.m.
Rates vary contact us for details.

Free ads in accordance with military regulations must be non-commercial and for personal property offered by active-duty 
and retired military personnel and their families working, living or relocating to the Air Force Academy without regard to race, 
creed, color, age, sex or religious origin. FREE ADS are limited to one ad per household at 30 words max. The editor and 
publisher reserve the right to edit ads, and/or not publish ads. NO DUTY PHONE NUMBERS WILL BE PRINTED. 

Name: ______________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________ State: ______ Zip:  _________________

Phone: _____________________ Grade: _________________ Unit:  _____________

Signature:  ___________________________________________________________
My signature certifies that this advertisement is for the purpose of selling my personal property as a convenience to me or my dependents. It is not 
part of a business enterprise, nor does it benefit anyone involved in a business enterprise. Any real estate advertised is made available without regard 
to race, color, religious origin or sex of any individual.

Ad Category:  ___________________________________________________________

FREE ADS FOR ACTIVE DUTY OR RETIRED AIR FORCE ACADEMY PERSONNEL!

Classifieds

6189 Lehman Drive
Suite 200
Colorado Springs, CO 80918

Swint Realty Co., LLC

Dave Swint
Broker

Professional Engineer

Bus: (719) 592-9700
Cell: (719) 964-5612
FAX: (719) 592-9952
swintdo@aol.com
www.swintproperties.com

Green
is the NEW

black and white! 

After placing your order you will receive a confirmation email with a link to access your online subscription. If payment 
is submitted for active account, or stopped account with balance due, payment will be applied at current rate toward 
balance. Billing will continue at regular rate beyond this promotional period. By submitting this form you are agreeing 
to receive free coupon packages, community papers and emails. $1.99 per month pricing applies to current 7-day print 
subscribers, if not a current 7-day print subscriber, the cost is $3.99 per month. Not valid with any other offer.

The Gazette Green Edition is available 
for your desktop AND your tablet!

Access the best local news in a digital replica of the 
print edition on your tablet and other mobile devices!

Get The Gazette Green Edition on your tablet 
for as low as $1.99 a month! 

Visit gazette.com/subscribe 
or call 1-866-632-NEWS 

to subscribe or add to your current subscription.

Features include:
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