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Class of 2008: Mission Success

AOG salutes the Class of 2008

By Lt. Gen. John F. Regni
Academy Superintendent

I congratulate the Academy Class
of 2008 on their accomplishments as
they depart to face the challenges that
await them.

As the Academy’s 50th graduating
class, their demonstrated commitment
and abilities bode well for the national
and international community. Through
dedication and determination, they
have shown they can maintain a chal-
lenging course while focusing on tough
mission requirements.

The Class of 2008 departs the
Academy knowing that the freedom
enjoyed by their family and friends
depends on their continued selfless
devotion and integrity.

Some will go on to pilot training,
graduate studies and other schools;

others will go on to technical training
before beginning service in one of
many Air Force career fields. Soon,
many will enter hostile environments
to serve the United States by defending
freedom. As they depart, they do so
knowing they have built a strong foun-
dation for all aspects of officership
through professional military and lead-
ership training, intellectual develop-
ment, athletic programs and character
development.

During the past four years they
have weathered many challenges and
leave behind a legacy that faculty, staff
and future cadets will admire for years
to come.

The Class of 2008 has achieved
great success. They have passed the
tests and will excel in whatever chal-
lenges lie ahead. I thank their families
and friends who have given them the

steadfast support and encouragement
needed to sustain them through the
rigors of the past four years.

President Ronald Reagan once
said, “Freedom is never more than one
generation away from extinction. We
didn’t pass it to our children in the
bloodstream. It must be fought for,
protected, and handed on for them to
do the same.” You carry forward our
greatest hopes and expectations for
success in preserving freedom and for
our continued success in the fight
against fear and tyranny. Now is the
time to take the knowledge you have
gained here and apply it to the contin-
uous process of improving our Air
Force. I expect great things from the
Class of 2008!

Congratulations to the Karl
Richter Class – the Class of 2008.
Welcome to the Long Blue Line!

By Gary Howe, Class of 1969
President and CEO
Association of Graduates

The Association of Graduates and
its more than 26,000 members extend
their congratulations to the Class of
2008 and welcome them to the ranks of
the graduate community. Your dedica-
tion to commit your lives to service to
the nation in a time of war already
reflects the high standards the Air
Force and American people will expect
from you. 

The men and women who have
gone before you have left a lasting
impact on the Air Force and the nation.
In the Academy’s short history, it has
established a tradition of producing
quality leaders for the country. 

One hundred and seventy
Academy graduates have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in America’s battles. Nine
have lost their lives in the Global War
on Terror. Graduate valor and bravery

have garnered this nation’s highest
awards, including one Medal of Honor,
16 Air Force Crosses and 266 Silver
Stars. Thirty-six graduates have been
prisoners of war. Exceptional graduate
leadership has saved lives and
produced victories in conflicts around
the globe.

Graduates have made an impact in
every walk of life. Many of our alumni
are astronauts and more than 500 are
doctors. Others are lawyers, entrepre-
neurs, inventors, teachers, ministers,
government officials, coaches, authors
and one is a member of Congress. 

Your future and that of the country
changed with the events of Sept. 11,
2001. Our homeland now faces a real
and constant threat of attack. Men and
women of our Armed Forces are far
from home and are deploying at a rate
not seen since Vietnam. These are
extraordinary times that demand
extraordinary leadership to not only
win the war against terrorism, but to

guide our economy and inspire confi-
dence in all sectors of society. 

The Academy’s and the Air Force’s
core values - Integrity First, Service
before Self,  and Excellence in All We 
Do – will guide you for the rest of your
life. Now, more than ever, the country
needs leaders of character to lead the
nation. 

The Association of Graduates
stands ready to support you in the
future as it has during the last four
years. During your tenure here, the
AOG has given more than $11 million
to the Academy to support cadet
programs the government was unable
to fund. This money comes from dona-
tions and membership dues. We have
funded character development
programs, club activities, guest
speakers, symposia, foreign area studies
and a host of other programs that made
your Academy experience unique and
special. 

We are extremely proud of the new
Association of Graduates Memorial
Pavilion and Locator Building at the
cemetery which was funded solely
through the generosity of the graduate
community. We hope you will visit this
beautiful building before you graduate.
We also strongly encourage you to join
the AOG to insure that future cadets
have the same extraordinary experi-
ence you enjoyed. 

As you embark on your career, it is
important to note that you are entering
the most technologically-proficient
force in the world. America’s citizens
expect the Academy to provide quali-
fied men and women to lead that force
in the new millennium. 

The AOG and its members are
confident that the Class of 2008 is
ready to meet the challenge. We extend
our best wishes to all of you as you join
the Long Blue Line of graduates who
have made their mark before you. 

For information on the AOG, visit
the AOG Web site at www.usafa.org.
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Mr. Gary Howe, Class of 1969, and Academy Superintendent Lt. Gen. John
Regni reveal a Memorial Day wreath during a ceremony at Stillman Parade
Field Monday.



President Bush to address Class of 2008
By Academy Spirit staff

The Honorable George W. Bush,
43rd president of the United States, is
the guest speaker at this year’s Academy
graduation.

This will be the commander-in-
chief ’s second visit to the Air Force
Academy in this role.  He last spoke
here for the Class of 2004 commence-
ment ceremony.

“As your generation assumes its own
duties during a global conflict that will
define your careers, you will be called
upon to take brave action and serve
with honor. In some ways, this struggle
we’re in is unique,” the president said in
his 2004 speech. “In other ways, it resem-
bles the great clashes of the last century
— between those who put their trust in
tyrants and those who put their trust in
liberty. Our goal, the goal of this gener-
ation, is the same: We will secure our
nation and defend the peace through the
forward march of freedom.”

As a speaker, the president is well
known for his comments following the
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. With his words
“in our grief and anger we have found
our mission and our moment,” President
Bush declared war against terror and
made victory in the war on terrorism
and the advancement of human freedom
the priorities of his administration.

Since then, President Bush has taken

unprecedented steps toward protecting
our homeland and creating a world free
from terror. He is grateful for the service
and sacrifice of our brave men and
women in uniform and their families.
The president is confident that by
helping build free and prosperous soci-
eties, our nation and our friends and
allies will succeed in making America
more secure and the world more
peaceful.

“Our nation — this generation —
will lift a dark threat of violence from
our people and our future,” he said. “We
will rally the world to this cause by our
efforts, by our courage. We will not tire,
we will not falter and we will not fail.”

Prior to leading the nation, the pres-
ident served for six years as the 46th
governor of Texas. During his governor-
ship, he earned a reputation as a compas-
sionate conservative, who shaped public
policy based on the principles of limited
government, personal responsibility,
strong families and local control.

The president was born July 6, 1946,
in New Haven, Conn., and grew up in
Midland and Houston, Texas.

He received a bachelor’s degree from
Yale University in 1968, and then served
as an F-102 fighter pilot in the Texas Air
National Guard.

“For four years, you have trained
and studied and worked for this
moment. And now it has come,”

President Bush said to the Class of 2004.
“You are the ones who will defeat the
enemies of freedom. Your country is
depending on your courage and your
dedication to duty. The eyes of the world
are upon you. You leave this place at a
historic time, and you enter this struggle
ahead with the full confidence of your

commander-in-chief. I thank each of
you for accepting the hardships and
high honor of service in the United
States military.”

The June 6 edition of the Academy
Spirit will feature coverage on the 
president’s speech from today’s cere-
mony.
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President George W. Bush addresses members of the Class of 2004 during
his last speech at the Academy.
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Payments

from $1,132 (PI,TI)*

Payments

from $1,154 (PI,TI)*

Payments

from $1,195 (PI,TI)*

7502 Willow Pines - The Alaska
3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2-car garage, full unfinished basement
  This home is perfect for those that want everything on one level.  You’ll find a
washer/dryer, refrigerator, garage door opener, and a full basement - all
included!  This home is ready for move in.  Come see!

11240 Falling Star Rd - The Nevada
3 bedroom, 2.5 bath, 2-car garage, full unfinished basement
  The views are incredible, and this home has great access to the area’s
abundant trails.  Included is a washer/dryer, refrigerator, garage door
opener, and a full basement.  There are great schools nearby.  This home
is ready for move in.  Visit today!

7452 Wind Haven Tr - The Sheridan
3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2-car garage, full unfinished basement
  One level living at its finest.  This home flows and feels open.  Included
is a washer/dryer, refrigerator, garage door opener, and a full basement.
This home is ready for move in.  Open and airy!

Zero cash out of pocket!
Lower Monthly Payments!

Many more homes are available for immediate move in!

TUSCANY RIDGE(Fountain)
 From $211,075, Lake & Fountain Mesa
719.482.5287

FOREST MEADOWS(Colorado Springs)
GRAND OPENING!
From $199,375, Black Forest Rd. & Woodman Rd.
719.648.2914

Grand opening!

Minutes from
Fort Carson

Minutes from Fort Carson

All prices & availability subject to change without notice. Payments on a VA Loan with
2/1 buydown.  APR not quoted.  WAC through use of a preferred lender.

COUNTRYSIDE NORTH(Fountain)
From $216,075, Link & Falling Star
719.482.5287

719.482.5287
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Fightin’ Fourth
garners first

Academy recognizes more
outstanding squadron

performances
By Academy Spirit staff

Cadet Squadron 4 was selected 
as the Cadet Wing’s “Outstanding
Squadron” for 2007-2008 in a special
presentation Thursday at the Academy
Falcon Club. The “Fightin’ Fourth”
captured top honors at the 49th Annual
Outstanding Squadron banquet spon-
sored by the Air Force Association and
the Association of Graduates. 

Guest speaker for the event was
Maj. Gen. Robert Allardice, Class of
1980.

The unit’s Air Officer Commanding
is Maj. Craig Harmon, Class of 1994.

The squadron commanders are Cadets
1st Class Andrea Bush and Zachary
Tindall. All three provided remarks at
the event.

SAME DAY EMERGENCY CARE

EXPERIENCED, CARING AND GENTLE

PROVIDER FOR ACTIVE MILITARY DEPENDENTS

Winning Smiles For Everyone!

Personal Dentistry with a Soft Touch for
Children, Parents & Grandparents.

Cosmetic Dentistry
Bonding & Veneers
Root Canal Therapy
Childrens Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges
Orthodontics
Teeth Whitening
Oral Surgery
Dentures
Implants
Wisdom Teeth
White Fillings
Porcelain Laminates
Gum Care

Caring For Smiles Since 1974

597-9737
www.powersdentalgroup.com

www.sevenfalls.com
AS806

 

Outstanding
Squadron
Academic

Achievement

Outstanding
Squadron
Drill & Cere-
monies Comp

Outstanding
Squadron

Intercollegiate

Outstanding
Squadron
Intramural

Outstanding
Squadron

Athletic
Excellence

Outstanding
Squadron
Core Values

Outstanding
Squadron

Military
Proficiency

Outstanding
Squadron

Leadership and
Scholarship

Photo by Ken Carter

The Fightin’ Fourth passes Academy Superintendent Lt. Gen. John Regni
and the reviewing stand during the organizational parade on Stillman Field
Monday.

Outstanding Group-1st Group



GRADUATION 2008 5May 28, 2008

Class of 2008 ring symbolizes graduate values
Aircraft – One F-35 Lightning II and
one F-15E Strike Eagle adds up to
50, our class year. These planes
represent the past and the future of
which our class is about to move
forward from and embark on.

Chapel – This is a reminder of
the beautiful view we live in
now and the beauty we will
fight to protect in the future.

KWR – Karl W. Richter our class
exemplar’s initials are embedded in
the feathers of the eagle as a state-
ment of his impact on our class and
the example of leadership and dedica-
tion he has engrained in our hearts.

Graduating Year – 2008 is dis-
played boldly on our ring. It stands
out prominently on the ring so that
all who view our crest will forever
remember the Class of 2008!

Saber – The blade is wrapped tightly
by the scroll of our class motto as
our class holds fast to the core val-
ues and discipline instilled from our
time at the Academy.

Class Motto – “Elige Sortem Tuam”
means Choose Your Fate, a motto our
class has chosen to live by since the
very first day we entered basic.

Class Year – L is the Roman
numeral representing the
50th class to graduate from
the Air Force Academy.

American Flag – The eight stars
represent the pride our class has
for our country, the freedoms we
are protecting and as a constant
reminder of who we are.

Eagle – The eagle serves as a
reminder to our class that we
are the defenders of our coun-
try, ready to strike at a moment’s
notice for any alarm.

Polaris – As the “north star” of our
class, this symbol serves as the
guiding light for our class towards
our future. It was the guiding light
for those who came before us and
will continue to be the guiding light
for those who follow long after us.

Enjoy the Ride! ’07 Saturn Sky $24,910.
Dealer Stock #106

Easy Freeway Access. 1-25 to Fillmore exit 145. East on 
Fillmore 2 blocks to Steel. South on Steel to Big Sky Motors.

Sedans and SUV’s. Military Discounts.

2715 STEEL DR.
COLORADO SPRINGS

CO 80907
(719) 634-4188
(719) 332-0578

Ready for Mountain Driving.
‘O5 Honda S2000 $23,975.
Dealer Stock #105

‘06 Chevy Malibu, MAXX LT $13,750
Dealer Stock #109

‘05 Toyota 4Runner $21,450
Dealer Stock #107

‘05 Toyota Camry SE $13,445
Dealer Stock #108

(888) 266-1555
www.ctudegreenow.com

Supporting our Nation’s 
Military for over 40 years.

Call today 
for details 
about exciting 
new military 
scholarship 
opportunities.
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By Academy Spirit staff

The best of the best in the Academy Class of 2008 were
recognized in ceremonies Monday in Clune Arena.

Cadet 1st Class Hila Levy was named overall top
graduate, earning an overall grade point average of 3.791. 

Cadet 1st Class Thomas Stuart earned a cumulative
3.960 GPA, for best academic performance.

Cadet 1st Class Ian Helms received kudos as top
military performer with an MPA of 3.766.

Cadet 1st Class Jonathon Reynolds earned the top slot
as number-one athletic graduate with a 3.831 average.

Qualifications for the top awards are scored on a
four point system similar to grade point averages.

Other individual awards this year went to these
Cadets 1st Class:
Outstanding Cadet in Aeronautical Engineering
Jacob Hall
Outstanding Cadet in Airmanship 
Erik Gonsalves
Outstanding Cadet in Astronautical Engineering 
Todd Small
Outstanding Cadet in Basic Sciences 
Adam Stooke
Outstanding Cadet in Behavioral Sciences and
Leadership 
Kara Thoreson
Outstanding Cadet in Biology
Hila Levy
Outstanding Cadet in Chemistry 
Nicholas Herr
Outstanding Cadet in Civil Engineering
Jason Adams
Outstanding Cadet in Communications
Ryan Shaughnessy
Outstanding Cadet in Computer Engineering 
Scott Mixdorf
Outstanding Cadet in Computer Science
Matthew Onxley
Outstanding Cadet in Eastern Language Minor
Jonathan Waterlander
Outstanding Cadet in Economics
Eric Jesse
Outstanding Cadet in Engineering 
Ian Helms
Outstanding Cadet in Electrical Engineering 
William Deike

Outstanding Cadet in Engineering Mechanics 
Joseph Sabat Jr.
Outstanding Cadet in English
Joshua Reagan
Outstanding Cadet in Environmental Engineering
Anna Schnitger
Outstanding Cadet in Foreign Area Studies
Jonathan Waterlander
Outstanding Cadet in Geosciences
Jeremy Geyer
Outstanding Cadet in History
Ryan Shaughnessy
Outstanding Cadet in Humanities
Robert Whipple
Outstanding Cadet in Legal Studies
Kasey Wilson
Outstanding Cadet in Management
Sean Ketterick
Outstanding Cadet in Mathematics
Kenneth Grosselin III
Outstanding Cadet in Mechanical Engineering
Jacob Lambach
Outstanding Cadet in Meteorology
Brian Elliott
Outstanding Cadet in Military History
Lance Tucker
Outstanding Cadet in Military Strategic Studies
Michael Byrnes
Outstanding Cadet in National Security Studies
Micah Redfield
Outstanding Cadet in Operations Research
Thomas Herold
Outstanding Cadet in Parachuting 
Christopher Reynolds
Outstanding Cadet in Philosophy
Robert Whipple
Outstanding Cadet in Physics
Thomas Stuart
Outstanding Cadet in Political Science
Michael Snelgrove
Outstanding Cadet in Powered Flight
Eric Foster
Outstanding Cadet in Soaring 
Brittain Caldwell
Outstanding Cadet in Social Sciences
Kelly Lewis

Outstanding Cadet in Space Operations
Paul Caruso
Outstanding Cadet in Systems Engineering 
Rachel Owen
Outstanding Cadet in Systems Engineering Management
Joseph DiPaolo
Outstanding Cadet in Western Language Minor
James Bresnahan
Outstanding Cadet in Character 
James Hayes
Outstanding Cadet Citizenship
Benjamin Pass
Outstanding Cadet Element Leader 
James Elliot
Outstanding Cadet Fall Wing Commander 
Ian Helms
Outstanding Cadet Spring Wing Commander
Jonathon Reynolds
Outstanding Cadet Summer Wing Commander 
Kenneth Grosselin III
Outstanding Cadet Group Commander
Zachary Pierce
Outstanding Cadet Honor Committee Chairperson 
James Hayes
Outstanding Cadet Squadron Commander
Joseph DiPaolo
Outstanding Cadet Flight Commander
Kemery Gies
Outstanding Cadet Who Best Exemplifies the Highest
Ideals of Loyalty, Integrity and Courage
Hila Levy
Outstanding Cadet, United States Air Force Academy
Preparatory School Graduate 
Abraham Umanah
Outstanding Former Regular Enlisted Cadet Graduating
with Highest Class Honors 
Michael Byrnes
Outstanding Cadet, Athletic Leadership
Frank Schiavone 
Outstanding Cadet, Athletic Excellence
Timothy Anderson
Outstanding Cadet, Athletic Achievement 
Peter French
Outstanding Cadet in Physical Education 
Robert Carter
Outstanding Cadet, Scholar-Athlete 
Jonathon Reynolds

Top graduates honored for accomplishments

Seating Available in the Plane!

Just look for the Plane!

Located 1 block east of
Powers Blvd on Fountain Blvd!
Separate Checks? No Problem!

Reservations Accepted.

570-7656

Congratulations Class of 2008

GREAT STEAKS, BUFFALO,
FRESH FISH, PASTAS, BURGERS,

SALADS, ADULT BEVERAGES
& A FUN KID’S MENU!

www.solosrestaurant.com

Mallets Up!

POLO 
second • annual 

Saturday, June 7, 2008
and

Sunday, June 8, 2008

Saturday, June 7, 2008
AN EVENING AT THE RACES: GALA PARTY

Sunday, June 8, 2008
FAMILY POLO CLASSIC: POLO EXHIBITION AND FAMILY PICNIC

On the Boddington Fields • 21 Broadmoor Avenue
Noon – 4:00 p.m.
Polo exhibition, children’s activities, food vendors, beer and wine tent 
and live music.
General Admission Tickets: $50 per Family (2 adults and 4 children) 
or $10 per child and $15 per adult.

A benefit event for The Colorado Springs School the Pikes Peak Therapeutic Riding Center.

For more information and to buy tickets online, visit
www.CSS.org/FamilyPoloClassic.aspx

or call 719-434-3501.

for a weekend of 
horseplay at the 
second annual

Colorado Springs 
School Family 
Polo Classic.

5-Star Bank Proudly Supports the Family Polo Classic
and encourages Military Families to attend.
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From staff reports

Both Harvard and
Oxford are waiting for one
Academy graduate.

Cadet 1st Class Hila Levy
is one of 88 members of the
Academy’s Class of 2008 who
have earned entry into grad-
uate school programs. 

Hailing from Guaynabo,
Puerto Rico, she is the first
Puerto Rican resident and
35th Academy cadet to be
named a Rhodes Scholar.

That scholarship will
allow for Cadet Levy to further her education at the
University of Oxford in England.

“I will use the scholarship to obtain two masters
degrees. The first will be a Masters of Science in Global
Health Science. I will spend my second year obtaining
a Masters of Science in Medical Anthropology. Upon
completion of these degrees, I plan on attending medical
school,” said Cadet Levy.

For medical school, she’s got even more choices to
make. Cadet Levy has been accepted to medical school
at the University of Pennsylvania; Uniformed Services
University of Health Sciences, University of Colorado
Health Sciences Center and Harvard.

Through the National Competitive Scholarship
Program, highly-qualified graduating cadets are selected
each year to complete an advanced degree as their first
active duty assignment. 

“This is the best-ever number of cadets awarded
National Competitive Scholarships—a total of 47,” said
Dr. Kenneth Lavin, director of graduate studies.

Several new programs have added to the graduate
school opportunities 

“The Department of Physics worked with NASA and
established a new scholarship in Space Weather,” said
Doctor Lavin. Based on his demonstration of academic
prowess in meteorology, Cadet 1st Class Bryan Elliot is
the first recipient of the NASA Space Weather Scholarship. 

“Working with the Air Force Personnel Center and
(the Air Force Institute of Technology), 22 of our grad-
uates volunteered to fill Air Force Advanced Academic
Degree billets after attending 18-month (Air Force)
sponsored degree programs,” said Doctor Lavin.

Under this program, the following cadets will attend
AFIT in-residence: Cadets 1st Class William Bauer,
Austin Bergstrom, Robert Call, Preston Goodrich,
Shawn Hackett, Nicholas Herr, Matthew Hornung,
Robert Jones, Jeffrey Massman, Woody Miller, Anson
Park, Joseph Sabat, Michael Trottier, Jill Ward and
Anthony Young. Also under the same program, the
following cadets will attend civilian universities: Cadets
1st Class Elizabeth Belleau, University of Texas-San
Antonio; Alexander Marquez, University of California-
Davis; Kevin Pastoor, Oklahoma State University; Leah
Pound, University of Kansas; and Noel Trew, Florida
Atlantic University.

One more graduate program prepares Academy
graduates to take the lead in cyberspace. Cadets 1st
Class Nicholas Fritts and Aaron Gross will be the first
Academy graduates to go directly from the Academy to
the AFIT cyber warfare track, by attending the new
AFIT In-Residence Degree Program in Cyber Operations.

The remaining Nationally Competitive and Endowed
Scholarships include:

■ Alberta Bart Holaday Scholarship: Cadet 1st Class
Ian Helms. Cadet Helms will study convective and
conductive heat transfer in jet engines, at Exeter College,
Oxford, England. The candidate chosen for this schol-
arship comes from the Academy’s pool of Rhodes Scholar
candidates.

■ Graduate School Program, an Air Force spon-
sored 12-month degree program to develop a pool of
officers prepared for faculty duty: Cadets 1st Class
Brandon LaRoche, AFIT-in-residence; Meghan Lansford,
Penn State; Michael Smith, AFIT-in-residence;
Maximilian Hinton, University of Texas at Austin; and
Kara Thoreson, San Diego State University.

■ Hertz Fellowship: Cadet 1st Class Adam Stooke,
who will attend University of California-Berkeley.
Intellectual excellence and a willingness to contribute
their skills and abilities to the defense of the United
States in times of national emergency are key compo-
nents of this fellowship.  

■ National Science Foundation Fellowship: Cadets
1st Class Jason Adams, John Richmond and Benjamin
Worrall. Applicants are evaluated based on all available
evidence of ability, including academic records, recom-
mendations regarding the applicant’s qualifications, and
potential to make significant contributions to the sciences
in the United States. 

■ Superintendent’s Rand PhD Scholarship: Cadets
1st Class Kenneth Grosselin, Eric Jesse and Jordan
Ostwald. All three will attend the Pardee Rand Graduate
School in Santa Monica, Calif., for a doctoral degree in
Policy Analysis.

■ Draper Labs Fellowships at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology: Cadets 1st Class Thomas
Herold, Rachel Owen, Todd Small and Ashley Snyder.
Recipients perform research as part of a sponsored
research program at a Draper Laboratory while satis-
fying university thesis requirements.

■ Departmental Scholarships at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology: Cadets 1st Class Christin Hart,
John Richmond, Joseph Robinson, Kimberly Kallabis and
Christopher Boyer. Recipients perform research as part
of a sponsored research program in one of the depart-
ments while satisfying MIT thesis requirements.

■ Lincoln Labs Fellowship at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology: Cadets 1st Class William
Deike, Jacob Hall and Jared Krueger. Recipients perform
research as part of a sponsored research program at
Lincoln Laboratory while satisfying MIT thesis require-
ments.

■ Departmental Scholarships at Rice University:
Cadets 1st Class Joel Martin, Creighton Moorman and
Samuel Wright. Recipients perform research as part of
a sponsored research program in one of the depart-
ments while satisfying Rice thesis requirements.

■ Draper Labs Fellowships at Rice University:
Cadets 1st Class Eric Mees, Danielle Paya, Adam Sievers
and John Wilder. Recipients perform research as part
of a sponsored research program at a Draper Laboratory
while satisfying university thesis requirements.

■ Engineering Department Scholarship at Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State University: Cadet 1st
Class Benjamin Worrall. Recipients perform research as
part of a sponsored research program in one of the
departments while satisfying Virginia Tech thesis require-
ments.

■ Harvard University Scholarship: Cadets 1st
Class Alexander Pedersen, Anna Schnitger, Thomas
Stuart and Michael Yakima. Recipients attend the John
F. Kennedy School of Government, a graduate school
designed to train top students for a Master’s degree in
Public Policy. 

■ General John F. Gerhart Fellowship: Cadet 1st
Class Heather Clemens. Competition is open to cadets
in the top 25 percent of the class who have demon-
strated strong abilities in the French language, along with
leadership, integrity, initiative, imagination, and general
adaptability.

■ National Collegiate Athletic Association
Scholarship: Cadets 1st Class Kenneth Grosselin (Track
and Cross-Country). This scholarship is awarded by
the NCAA to graduating student-athletes who have

performed with distinction in both athletics and
academics. The NCAA awards just 174 scholarships
annually to the best of more than 384,000 NCAA athletes
who compete in Division I, II, and III sports. 

■ Nutter Trust Scholarship: Cadet 1st Class
Emmanuel Delacruz, who will attend Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University. Two types are given, in
alternate years, one to the top graduate in the Order of
Merit who has not been awarded another scholarship,
and one to the outstanding graduate who served a
minimum of nine months active duty as an enlisted
member of any branch of the armed services.

■ Franklin C. Wolfe Fellowship: Cadet 1st Class
Robert Whipple will attend Arizona State University.
Applicants must be outstanding in one of the humani-
ties disciplines and recommended by the Humanities
Division.

■ General Richard L. Lawson Scholarship: Cadet
1st Class Ryan Shaughnessy, who will attend Ohio State
University. This scholarship is open to all academic
majors and usable at any university in the United States.
Applicants must demonstrate excellence in communi-
cations. 

■ University of Washington Engineering
Fellowship: Cadets 1st Class Brian Heemstra, Andrew
Melander and Jacob Rohrbach, who will each attend the
University of Washington. Recipients perform research
as part of a sponsored program while satisfying the
University of Washington requirements.

■ University of Maryland Scholarship at University
of Maryland’s School of Public Policy: Cadets 1st Class
Justin Raines, Benjamin Schaftel, Michael Snelgrove
and Matthew Yarrington. This scholarship is open to
cadets in all majors. An important selection criterion is
a continuing interest in public policy and service in the
public sector. This program awards a Master’s in Public
Policy.

Fifteen cadets will attend medical school after grad-
uation, and many have been accepted to multiple schools.
The Academy’s newest medical students and their college
choices are: Cadets 1st Class Alexander Bedard,
Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences;
Clinton Borchardt, Texas Tech; Nickolas Cattaneo,
Temple; Douglas Cho; University of Colorado Health
Sciences Center, and Uniformed Services University of
Health Sciences; Erin Coakley, University of Texas-San
Antonio, Uniformed Services University of Health
Sciences, Loyola; Fortune Egbulefu, University of North
Carolina; Uniformed Services University of Health
Sciences, Howard, University of Texas-Houston,
University of Texas-Southwest; David Garcia, Uniformed
Services University of Health Sciences; University of
Texas-Galveston, University of Virginia, University of
Texas-Houston, and Virginia Commonwealth University;
Kallyn Johnson, Uniformed Services University of Health
Sciences; Amanda Lopez, University of Texas-Houston,
Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences, Texas
Tech, University of Texas-San Antonio, and University
of Texas-Galveston; John Pavlus, Georgetown University,
Tulane, Miami and Uniformed Services University of
Health Sciences; Katherine Slogic, Uniformed Services
University of Health Sciences; Christopher Steel,
Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences;
Christopher Walker, Uniformed Services University of
Health Sciences and University of North Carolina;
Megan White, Georgetown University; John Wuellner,
Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences; and
Hila Levy.

Two cadets have been accepted to nursing school.
Cadets 1st Class Erin Hiveley and Laura Millener will
attend the Vanderbilt University of Nursing.

Meanwhile, Cadet 1st Class Ryan Gustafson has
been accepted to dental school at seven universities,
including Creighton, Temple and University of California-
Los Angeles. 

88 cadets bound for Grad School
Harvard and Oxford waiting on latest Academy Rhodes Scholar

Cadet 1st Class Hila Levy
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Academy’s accomplishments for past year long, distinguished

Defending your freedom.

Can you have this much fun with your car?   

By Julie Imada
Research publicist

It has been a banner year for the U.S. Air Force
Academy faculty and cadets. 

This year’s graduating class has the honor of hosting
President George W. Bush at their graduation cere-
mony. But beyond the buzz surrounding this year’s
graduation, there are many high notes from the past
academic year which reflect the Academy’s contributions
and continued commitment to the Air Force mission.
The Academy’s focus on core values and air, space and
cyberspace education shapes future Air Force officers
in support of the Air Force and nation.

Dean of the Faculty Brig. Gen. Dana Born, said, “Our
cadets and faculty at the Air Force Academy are incred-
ible. In addition to our unified focus on developing
leaders of character for the Air Force, every day there
seems to be another national-level award, fellowship or
scientific breakthrough happening here.  The Air Force
and the wider academic community are taking notice.”

Academy faculty members have much to be proud
of. Not only have they mentored and led cadets to many
academic victories over the past year, but many were also
honored for their commitments to educational excel-
lence by their peers both here and in our Air Force, as
well as by educators from around the state and nation. 

Forty-nine faculty members have deployed in
support of Air Force missions around the world this
academic year.  The Academy has assisted in the forma-
tion of the National Military Academy of Afghanistan
where General Born spent time in April and was able
to witness first-hand the remarkable efforts and successes
of Academy faculty working with Afghan instructors and
military leaders.  The Academy was also proud to send
faculty members to Iraq to assist in the training and
rebuilding of the Iraqi Air Force, as well as sending 15

this month to assist in reviewing the curriculum for the
Kazakhstan Air Defense Forces Institute.

Some of the highlights of faculty accomplishments
over the past academic year include the naming of Lt.
Col. Thomas McGuire of the Department of English as
the Colorado Professor of the Year by the Carnegie
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. He was
also awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to Ireland. 

Dr. Bill Saylor of the Department of Astronautics
was honored with the 2009 von Kármán Lectureship in
Astronautics. Lt. Col. Lynnane George in Astronautics
was named as the Air Force-level winner for the 2008
Women’s History Month Science Technology
Engineering and Math Role Model Award and was also
named the American Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics Rocky Mountain Section Educator of the
Year for 2008.

Several faculty members were also awarded U.S.
patents for their Academy research efforts. Dr. Geoff
Andersen in the Department of Physics received a patent
on his holographic wave front sensor. Doctor Andersen’s
invention provides a new way of measuring distortions
in optic beams. Dr. John Wilkes in the Department of
Chemistry also received a patent for his work on a new
lightweight device to store and generate hydrogen. The
project, a joint effort between the Academy and Ball
Aerospace Corporation in Boulder, Colo., has been in
development since 1995 and this is the second of two
patents for this shared hydrogen energy research.

The Academy Center for Cyberspace Research was
granted a renewal of its status as a National Center for

Academic Excellence in Information Assurance
Education. This outreach program and recognition is
operated by the National Security Agency and the
Department of Homeland Security.

In the areas of research and academic competi-
tions, the successes from this past year are too numerous
to mention. Some of the highlights include a first-place
finish at the National Security Innovation Competition
and, for the first time in Academy history, a first-place
finish in the American Society of Civil Engineers Rocky
Mountain Regional Conference’s concrete canoe compe-
tition. Cadets competing in national forensics and mock
trial competitions also performed strongly with fifth and
ninth place finishes nationally.

The Academy welcomed its first international
university Cooperative Research and Development
Agreement with Nanyang Technical University in
Singapore. Several members of the faculty, as well as
General Born, attended the signing of the agreement in
Singapore. The event was well covered by various Asian
media outlets and the agreement will offer cadets and
faculty new academic and research opportunities.

Cadet research at the Academy has also continued
to shine. The infusion of research into the Academy’s
learning-focused curriculum has produced a new class
of excellent Air Force officers with the ability to put their
research knowledge to immediate use. 

In the past year alone, cadet research efforts have
contributed to projects for the Air Force, the Department
of Defense, NASA, the U S. Navy, various federal labo-
ratories and to public sector CRADA partners including
Lockheed Martin, Raytheon and MITRE. 

“Cadet involvement in research is a priority here,”
said General Born.  “It helps them to develop skills we
need in our future Air Force leaders such as the ability
and confidence to tackle ill-defined problems. Their
success is our success.”

Cadet involvement in research 
is a priority here.” 

— Brig. Gen. Dana Born 
Dean of the Faculty

“
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By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

Sometimes it may widen one’s perspec-
tive to view our nation through the eyes
of the foreign-born and their children.

An American-born Muslim is grad-
uating with the Class of 2008.

Cadet 1st Class Waleed Ashiq’s father
grew up in a poor, Pakistani village in a
family where no one had any schooling.
But the cadet’s grandfather convinced his
son to pursue a better life through educa-
tion.

By earning a scholarship, the father
attended the University of Agriculture at
Lyllapur, Pakistan.

“Times were tough in Pakistan, so my
father came to America in 1976  for oppor-
tunity, freedom and the chance for a better
life for himself and his family,” said Cadet
Ashiq, a management major.  His father
is now a successful veterinarian and a
patriotic American citizen.  “His patri-
otism and my own love of America inspired
me to seek to serve as an Air Force officer
and pilot.”

Born and raised in Cypress, Calif., the
cadet had a typical American childhood.  

“My dad worked, my mom was a
housewife and I quarreled with my little

brother from time-to-time,” he said. “We
lived comfortably in a house with a white
picket fence and had two cats.”

His high schools years and beyond,
however, were tough after the tragic events
of 9/11 occurred.  

“I was frequently discriminated against
and was called a terrorist by complete
strangers,” said the cadet who will train to
become a pilot. “I remember one day on
a cross-country run in the week after 9/11,
random people in a car pulled over to the
curb, threw trash at me, and told me to get
out of America.”  

It was difficult for his entire family.
“We faced discrimination and hatred

for several years, which was also the case
for other American Muslims,” Cadet Ashiq
said. “But I always felt like I had to be the
better person and set the example by being
kind to others, doing good, and continuing
to be a patriotic citizen.  For a long time
it was a hurdle before I felt like I would be
‘accepted’ by fellow Americans.” 

A dream that began in the youngster
at age 4 to become an Air Force officer and
pilot, survived.

“The Academy was the only school I
ever wanted to go to since the 8th grade,”
the cadet said.

Low test scores caused his first attempt

at admission to fail.  The determined young
man earned a Falcon Foundation
Scholarship and attended the Northwestern
Prep School in 2003.

But test scores still sagged.
“It was probably one of the biggest

hurdles in my life,” he said.
Then he passed the last test.
Lieutenant Ashiq will be the first in his

entire Pakistani family lineage to serve in
the military. 

“The Academy staff, faculty and cadets
have received me very well,” said the
budding pilot. “I have been respected and
treated kindly by everyone. I have had the
same opportunities as my peers.”

He has served on the 3rd Group staff,
two terms on wing staff, participated in the
Cadet Summer Research Program and
was selected to do a semester exchange to

the U.S. Naval Academy in Spring 2007. 
“My friends and the faculty are proud

that I am serving with them, especially as
the only American-born Muslim at the
Academy,” he said. “Every now and then
I would joke around with people that I
was an international exchange cadet from
some unheard-of country, but my
American accent and mannerisms would
give it away. I always felt like I was part of
the team as a fellow wingman.  Most impor-
tantly, I have made lifetime friendships
and great memories through the fun and
sometimes never-ending challenges here
and I will forever be grateful and proud to
serve with America’s best. This country has
been great to me and my family and it
only fuels my desire to give back to it by
protecting the people and freedoms that
we all hold so dear to our hearts.”

Through a Pakistani-
American’s eyes
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Editor’s note: There were many stories to
be told from the Class of 2008. Some were
humorous, others highly emotional. Still
others were against all odds. Here is one
where we’ll let the graduate tell his own
story.

By Cadet 1st Class John Pavlus

The smell of freshly-mixed concrete
filled the air. The room became cloudy as
my father slowly dumped the 65 pound
bag of thinset mortar into the water bucket.
I made my way through the dusty cloud
to my slowly accumulating stack of tile
boxes in the corner of the room. I was
exhausted, my 13-year-old arms could
not take it anymore; I was already fatigued
and it was only morning. As the boxes
became higher I glanced at my father,
who was 45 years old and had a herniated
disc, and watched the sweat bead from his
wrinkled forehead down to his callused
hands as he vigorously continued to install
tile. I remember two thoughts: give up and
quit to alleviate my discomfort, or continue
with the same self-sacrifice, dedication and
passion that my father has shown and
proven throughout his life. I chose the
latter and consistently followed his
example, which eventually lead me to the
U.S. Air Force Academy and the path to
becoming a doctor. 

The Academy has challenged me as
no other institution would. I have had to

budget my time among academics,
athletics and a multitude of leadership
responsibilities. I was able to apply my
father’s philosophy as I tested myself and
my internal motivation. I pushed myself
to the limits and beyond what I thought
capable, all the while incorporating our
core values: integrity first, service before
self and excellence in all we do. I was able
to relate the inspiration of my father with
my experience as an Academy cadet. Being
a cadet has offered me the opportunity to
shadow surgeons, lead in command posi-
tions, serve the community and be a part
of a team of individuals who have opened
my eyes to the healthcare profession, the
EMT Team. My most trying time,
however, was not at the Academy; it was

when I had to leave it.
The phone rings; mom is crying. Pop

had an accident; what was one herniated
disc became five. Facing the family’s mone-
tary realities, Pop still continued to work
on his hands and knees, installing tile
despite his agonizing pain. We lacked the
income to survive while my father received
an operation and the long recovery period
that would follow. At that moment, I saw
my father as I did that day when I was 13,
working so selflessly for the family. I knew
what I had to do: I must set aside my
dreams of practicing medicine; I had to
support my family. Service before self, a
credo which I believed was the center to
my whole drive to being a physician,
placed me in the shoes of my father. I
sweated, built up calluses on my hands and
painfully learned what it really meant to
be dedicated. 

Lance Armstrong once said, “Tough
times don’t last, but tough people do.”
After my father’s recovery from surgery,
I found that I had experienced what most
of my peers would be likely to obtain, the
notion that dreams never die. I reapplied
to the Academy and found myself
wandering back through the gates of what
I left behind, more dedicated, passionate,
and ready to serve. I attacked academics
and all the challenges presented with full
vigor and perseverance. Research at the
Academy has been one of the most exciting
and most frustrating experiences I have

encountered, enduring tedious hours to
make standard solutions only to realize I
have made almost an insignificant step
toward discovering the truth: a wonderful
letdown. Additionally, unexpected chal-
lenges have presented themselves in emer-
gency medicine. As a result of my resilience
in these adverse circumstances I have
been awarded the position of education
and training officer for the emergency
medical technicians at the Academy. With
persistence I have realized the rewards
that result from hard work and commit-
ment.

Looking ahead, the new challenge of
medical school affords me the opportu-
nity to once again test the reality of my
father’s philosophy and my core values. I
retain the desire to have integrity, serve
others, and exhibit excellence in all I do.
I hope to have the chance to exercise those
values while at medical school and as a
practicing physician, just as I have with
the opportunities presented thus far and
the family, and father, I so very much
love. 

This fall 2nd Lt. John Pavlus will enter
Georgetown University’s School of Medicine
in Washington, D.C. with an eventual goal
of practicing orthopedic medicine. An
Academy biology major, and his parents,
Larry and Theresa, brother, Jake and sister,
Dara hail from Palm Beach, Fla. Mr. Pavlus
has continued to recover and joined the
family for Lieutenant Pavlus’ graduation. 

Future Air Force doctor displays heart
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Cadet 1st Class John Pavlus
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By Butch Wehry
Academy Spirit staff

Cadet 1st Class Brynn Thoreson believes she had
more fun at the Academy than any other cadet thanks to
the proximity of her sister, Cadet 1st Class Kara Thoreson.

Graduation means that both will say farewell and part
ways for the first time ever.

Brynn has summer plans.
“There are friends’ weddings,” she said “Then flying

to Spain.”
The general engineering major from Littleton, Colo.,

is 18 months older than Kara and entered the prepara-
tory school more than four years ago.

They fenced under their father’s coaching their junior
and senior years of high school. He was a modern pentath-
lete and member of 1980 Olympic Games team, but they
did not compete because of boycott.

The Academy’s head fencing coach called on New
Year’s Eve of her  senior year in high school and asked if
she would like to fence for the Academy. 

“I said yes,” said Brynn. “Here I am.” 
The memories parade through her mind.
Like the fencing team, with whom she traveled since

her freshmen year for both NCAA and individual national
level competitions, with strong friendships forged with
some of the pentathletes training at the Olympic Training
Center.

There was the spring break trip with the Academy
to Brazil and the summer civil engineering Operation Air
Force program in Japan.

“It was hard to balance civil engineering classes and
intercollegiate practice,” Brynn said. “I made the difficult
decision to give up my pursuit of a civil engineering
degree and commit my time and energy into my team and
squadron.”

She will leave the Academy changed from when she
arrived.

“When I entered the prep school, I did not know I
would graduate the Air Force Academy as a commissioned
officer,” said the senior sister who will attend pilot training
at Laughlin Air Force Base, Texas. “I am so excited to grad-
uate with a secured and significant future. I have pride
and purpose in something bigger than myself. It is diffi-
cult to leave each other but excited to see us fully take on

our own passions.”
At first from the sidelines, Kara closely observed

Brynn’s experience at the prep school.
“I could see a difference in her life and realized the

amazing opportunities that the Academy would provide
and a chance to be a part of something bigger than myself,”
Karen said. 

Most of their favorite shared memories involve
spending time at the coffee shop eating breakfast or
meeting up between classes on a daily basis with their
shared roommate, Cerre Glenn. Brynn and Cerre were
roommates their first year and then were shuffled to
other squadrons.

“Cerre and I ended up in the same squad and have
been roommates for the past three years,” Kara said. “Now
Brynn and Cerre will be stationed together at Laughlin
for pilot training. We were all in basic training together
as well and we even shared a tent in basic training - I had
Brynn on the cot on one side of me and Cerre on the other.
It has really been the three of us getting through these past
four years together.”

Just before graduation, memories flow.
“The 100’s night weekend was a great memory for us

- the three of us did the typical cadet thing and got a house
in Breckenridge with about 10 other people and went skiing,
snowboarding, hot-tubing, cooked meals together and just
hung out and relaxed together,” said Kara. “Our dorm room
upon our return was probably the best in the wing as our
freshmen spent eight hours completely filling it from
floor to ceiling with newspaper to the point where we could
literally swim around in it and jump off of furniture into
the sea of newspaper and had a newspaper party. There
are still newsprint handprints on our ceiling!”

The sisters spent a lot of time at their home in Denver
together with family and friends from high school. 

“We are so lucky to live so close to the Academy and
have the ability to go home on the weekends to get away
or to bring friends from the Academy home with us,” the
cadet said. 

She recalls fencing trips to San Diego, San Francisco,
Duke and New Mexico. 

“They have all been a blast,” said Kara. 
No one ever promised her a rose garden.
“I had to manage my time and prioritize my life to

work hard but still have fun - there were a lot of things

that I wish I could have been more involved with but just
didn’t have the time,” she said.

Kara feels like she has stayed true to herself and held
on to her same beliefs and values. “But I have also devel-
oped a lot as an individual. I have found what I am person-
ally interested in while at the same time realizing how I
fit into the bigger picture of being in the Air Force and
serving my nation.”  

Graduation means a chapter in their lives ends.
“I am  sad and nostalgic and going to miss Brynn a

lot next year, but I am also extremely excited for both of
us to move on to this next phase of our lives. I am excited
to watch us both work hard, develop as individuals, and
succeed in our separate careers—especially as she is going
to pilot training and I am attending grad school this
upcoming year. It will be a difficult transition because we
are so used to having each other for everything, but I know
it will be good for us and we will see each other back home
in Colorado and Brynn will come visit me in San Diego.” 

They have planned a consolation at parting.
“We are taking a road trip to Minnesota with our family

to visit with and celebrate with our extended family for
a week and then plan on taking a hop to Europe and trav-
eling around,” Kara said. “We will go to Spain first to stay
with my Chilean host family who moved to Costa del Sol
this past year, visiting one of our friends in Morocco who
will be on summer immersion with the Academy, and then
hopefully just traveling around Europe for the rest of the
time and hopefully make it to Italy.” 

Graduation: when two sisters part
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Premium filters may be add’l charge. We 

reserve the right to use a brand of our choice. 
Some restrictions may apply. Plus S/M & HWS. 

Please present coupon upon arrival. 

10% OFF
Scheduled Factory 

Maintenance
Services 30,000 • 60,000

90,000 mi Intervals
Some restrictions may apply. Plus S/M & HWS. 

Please present coupon upon arrival. 

a u t o t e c h p l a z a . n e t

Approved Auto Repair

225 Main Street • Fountain • 391-8822

*

give. volunteer.
www.TSACS.org       719.636.3891

EVERYONE
DESERVES A

SECOND CHANCE

NOT TO MENTION
A FIRST

Courtesy Photo

Sisters Kara and Brynn set to go their separate
ways.



By Ann Patton
Academy Spirit staff

During in-processing in Doolittle Hall 2004, a stern
upperclass cadet ordered Jennifer Kinsey to “move along.”

Mistaken for an incoming basic cadet, the high school
freshman was accompanying her brother, Jon, to his in-
processing.

But she was hooked, and her dream of coming to the
Academy began taking shape. 

Four years earlier, Jon Kinsey had a dilemma. If he
attended a local university, his sister couldn’t afford college.

“Do I do college or does my sister go to college?” the
now cadet 1st class asked himself.

If he received an appointment to the Academy, the
dilemma would resolve itself. The final resolution was
doubly remarkable. Not only did he receive his appoint-
ment, four years later, Jennifer received hers as well.

Cadet 1st Class Jon Kinsey graduates today. Appointee
Jennifer will arrive June 26 for Basic Cadet Training.

Jon will have 24 family members celebrate his hat toss.
“I had to work to get them,” he said, with great satis-

faction, of his ticket count.
The siblings spent many of their childhood years on

a horse farm in Belton, S.C. The “Start ‘Em Right Ranch”
breeds horses, primarily quarter and paint horses, and trains
both riders and horses with sound, positive methods.

Dad, a.k.a Mike Kinsey, took over the ranch from
his father after retiring from the Army as an engineer.

It was hard work for the siblings. 
Among other chores, feeding, grooming and riding,

and repairing fences took up a lot of their time, starting
in grade school. The duo who also taught trainers, rode
the “problem” horses at clinics and coached.

Compared to time on the ranch, Jon calls the Academy
“the easy life.”

While here, he rode at the Equestrian Center only occa-
sionally. Jennifer, however, is looking forward as a cadet
2nd class to stabling her horse “Boogie” at the Academy
stables so she can enjoy the sorrel quarter horse during
her remaining time as a cadet.

Jon is graduating with a major in biology, with a
special interest in microbes. He served as cadet-in-charge
of the Academy’s war gaming club and has enjoyed snow-
boarding Colorado’s mountains, which might have
prepared him well for the traditional dip in the Terrazzo’s
fountains after his last final.

“It was incredibly cold,” he said.
The best part of the Academy for him?
“Graduating,” he said quickly but added it is hard to

pick out specific highlights.
“It is a lot of unique experiences that get bundled

together,” he said. 
After graduation and a well-earned rest, he will head

to Laughlin Air Force Base, Texas, for pilot training.
“I am really thrilled,” Jennifer said of coming to the

Academy. She is preparing mentally and physically, starting

with her prom dress of silver and blue.
She is also running and working out.
“I’m trying to get in shape,” she said.
Jennifer is looking forward to hitting the books and

appreciates the level of academic excellence required to
succeed.

“The Academy cadets are good students and willing
to study,” she said.

She is looking forward to learning more military and
European history while on the Hill. She did her home-
work before applying for an appointment here.

“The Air Force is the best branch for women,” she said
matter-of-factly.

Jon called his family close-knit and recalled occasions
when, during a fight with his sister, his mother, Jeanette,
an emergency room physician, intervened.

“Mom always made us make up,” he said with a laugh.
Jennifer called her big brother “my best friend.”
“We have spent a lot of time together,” Jennifer said.

“He’s the best brother a little sister could ask for.”
There is no small amount of parental pride in the

Kinsey home.
“Who wouldn’t be proud,” Doctor Kinsey said of

both children. 
She appreciated how Jennifer continued to shape her

dream after the in-processing mix up four years ago.
“Ever since that day, she’s had that goal and worked

very hard during high school to achieve it,” she said.
Mr. Kinsey is also extremely proud of both children. 
Before his son’s graduation, he said of him, “He is truly

a nice kid. He’s considerate, sincere and concerned about
others.”

Jon has one special goal while serving in the Air
Force.

“I want to see as much of the world as I can before I
die.”
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Academy firstie welcomes younger sister

Boot Camp
was Hard...

Buying a Car
is Easy!

Military Appreciation 
Program

You’ve made a commitment 
to our country. 

We’ve made a commitment
to your family.

When you participate and purchase your 
next vehicle from Bob Penkhus, new or 

used, you’ll have complete 
peace-of-mind.

While you’re overseas you can be 
assured that your family will never 

be stranded.
Battery Failure • Locked Out

Flat Tire • Any Emergency • NO COST
They will always know who to call for 

the  assistance they need, including 
alternate transportation.

7455 Test Dr. Colo. Spgs 80918
1-888-876-7604

www.DODcars.com

Discounts for Military

www.DODcars.com

Courtesy photo

The Kinseys are no strangers to long days and
hard work. Both take the transition to Academy
demands in stride.

Ready to earn a second master’s  
with tuition assistance benefits?

Master of Science in International Affairs

CLASSES FORMING NOW

Apply today.

A future of opportunities. 

What you can expect:

 

8610 Explorer Drive, Suite 101
Colorado Springs, CO 80920

troy.edu
719-265-8769

1675 Long Street, Bldg. 1117
Fort Carson, CO 80913

cosprings@troy.edu
719-526-8073
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GET UP TO 

5 FREE
after $30 mail-in rebate debit 
card with data package purchase 
and 2-year wireless service 
agreement per phone.

SAMSUNG a437
Ultra-thin Bluetooth®
camera phone 
Available in red,
gold, or black

$7999
after $100 mail-in rebate debit 
card with qualified data plan and 
voice plan and 2-year wireless
service agreement.

BLACKJACK™ II
Integrated GPS with
AT&T Navigator
Windows Mobile® 6.0

$9999
after $100 mail-in rebate debit 
card with qualified data plan and 
voice plan and 2-year wireless
service agreement.

BLACKBERRY® 
CURVE™ 8310
Email, Internet, 
and GPS capable

MILITARY SERVICE DISCOUNT
of

See store for details. Special restrictions may apply. 

ASK US ABOUT OUR LOW
INTERNATIONAL RATES.

15%for Active and Retired
US Armed Forces.

AT&T STORES

Colorado Springs  1785 E Cheyenne Mountain Blvd
719-226-0804
5825 Constitution Ave, 719-638-8922

Colorado Springs (cont.)
5881 N Academy Blvd, 719-260-1438
Pueblo 810 Hwy 50 West, 719-544-6353

Open Sunday

VA Home Loan Experts

719-785-4860

Get Approved to Own 
Your Own Home!

We make the
process easy!

12295 Oracle Blvd. #340 Col. Spgs, CO 80921
You may look us up at www.dora.state.co.us/real-estate #LMB100010627

Quality tattooing by ‘TAP’ since 1988
Multiple European award-winning artist

Hospital ‘Autoclave’ sterilization overseen by Nurse Practitioner

MILITARY DISCOUNT
Open Tues. - Sat. 12-12

Walkins welcome, or call ahead to reserve

(719) 597-TATU (8288)
www.TattooBeat.com

Corner of  Powers and Constitution
5705 Constitution Ave.
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Squadron 1 
Stefanie Bailey
Emmanuel Delacruz
Francesco Folino
Austin Mills Fouts
Kyland  Freeman
Christopher Halbleib
Patrick Hill
Gordon Hodgkins
Ross Hopkin
Anders Karlsen
Nikita Martin
Joseph Mayberry
Megan Mueller
Christopher Oerter
Christopher Schumacher
Bradlee Seehawer
Kasie Simmons
Robert Smith III
Michael Snelgrove
William Theisner
Nicholas Thome
Mark Walden
Joshua Winters
Michael Yakima

Squadron 2
Jason Adams
Marlo Barron
Jason Belvill
Matthew Buchholtz
Shaun Carney
Diana Dalrymple
Bradley Davis
Matthew Gensic
Brian Heemstra
Ruben Ihuit
Michael Kauffman
Joel Kliewer
Joshua Levine
Bryce Luken
Madeline Macauley
Ryan McIlroy
Duane Miller
Gabriel Narduzzi
Mryamn Ruth
Erika Shortridge
Kyle Smaagard
Juliana Smith
Andrew Walter

Squadron 3
Bryan Becker
Jeremy Bridgeman
Nicholas Carnovale
Clayton Cruickshank
Fortune Jamike Egbulefu

William Glojek
Matthew Gray
Aaron Gross
John Hardy
Anthony Kim
Brandon LaRoche
Paul LaSorda
Nicholas Martin
Richard Mentillo
Kevin Murphy
Kevin Nastasi
Kees Negaard
Anthony Paladino
Matthew Pate
Jason Snedeker
Amber Stillwell
Christopher Szabolcs
Abraham  Umanah
Claire Vazquez
Ryan Weaver
Brandon White

Squadron 4
Austin Bergstrom
Alyson Busch
Andrea Bush
Giancarlo Cusano
Roger Gates III
Jeremy Geyer
Nicole Graziano
Robert Hanks
Meghan Lansford
Marrero Jaime Martinez 
Eric Mees
Isaac Melton
Erik Mirandette
Michael Moffett
Amy Moore
Brett Polage
Joseph Robinson
Christopher Steel
Gregory Stignani
Jaclyn Taylor
Sompop Thongfuang
Zachary Tindall
Brent Watson
Sterling Williams
Mark Wojtowicz
Zack Word

Squadron 5
Daniel Anaya
Elizabeth Belleau
Thomas Bender
Kenneth Cotter
Kevin Crumrine
Joseph  DiPaolo
Montanna Ewers
Michael Fleharty
Trisha Guillebeau
Tobias Henderson
Daniel Hilligrass
Matthew Kohles

David Mauer
Casey McKenzie
Ryan Mills
Cory O'Brien
Darcy O'Connor
Keith O'Fallon
Dakota Olsen
Christopher Pace
William Pringle
Whitney Wieder
Benjamin Woodason
Samuel Wright III
Ryan Zaccagnini

Squadron 6
Justin Berry
Maria Brooks
Elizabeth-Ann Bupane
Jonathan Burks
Andrew Cipolla
Allen DeNeve
Austin Dowling
Joshua Downer
Christin Hart
Randall Hooper
Sean Ketterick
Jon Kinsey
Matthew Kubik
Grey Leonard
Thomas Mirro
William Parrish
Danielle Paya
Travis Picou
John Quinn
Richard Riley
Christopher Romano
Alexander Seifert
Adam Tardif
Rachael Wenger
Chad Whitson
Benjamin Yourous

Squadron 7
Jacob Arndt
Joel Baldwin
John Blankenship IV
Charles Brantigan
Geoffrey Britzke
Brice Collier
Chay Derbigny
Daniel DeRusha
Anthony Dorward
John Dunn Jr
Lane Garman
Sean Henry
Sean Jacobson
Ryan Kemnitz
Kelly Lammert
Grant Lewis
Cameron Linder
Jamie Moody
Jamaal Neal
Heather Pinsky

Brian Rahl
Paul Reyes
Anthony Rocco
Ross Stanley
Shaun Sucillon
Meade Tabata
Zachariah Thuli
Bradford Wade
Brandon Wagoner

Squadron 8
Matthew Ables
Justin Atwood
Ivan Bohlender
Richard Callahan
Andrew Davis
Samuel Esplin
Daniel Feldman
Rebecca Gerton
Amy Get
Robert Giannini
Calvin Glass Jr
Samuel Grey
Andrew Johnson
Jonathan Luhrmann
Ashly Marshman
Nicholas Narbutovskih
Benjamin Pass
Jacob Rohrbach
Julie Roloson
Rubén Ruíz Pérez
Paul Russo
Scott Siler
Kyle Smith
Lance Tucker

Squadron 9
Timothy Anderson
Carson Bird
Clinton Borchardt
Brian D'Arcy
Dominic Foglia
Jared Freeman
Deborah Gaddis
Scott Giles
Valencia Gore
Jonathan Hamilton
Daniel Holder IV
Joseph Joyce
Sarah Keidel
Hila Levy
Kathryn Lewis
Jacob Lynes
Jeffrey Massman
Brian Nichols
Clinton Ricks III
Brian Schaf
Anna Schnitger
Alexander Sieg
James Smith
Christopher Vineski
Phillip Zencey

Squadron 10
Andres Ascazubi
Alexander Bedard
David Bentley
Christopher Boyer
Shawn Hackett
John Hatfield
Benjamin Hedges
Maximilian Hinton
Eric Jesse
Gray Kaempf
Andrew Kemendo
Raissa Kliatchko
Brett Kuhrt
Sherry Liebnitzky
Keith Nordquist
Ashley Perez
Joshua Scoggin
John Shinaberry
Tyler Sickles
Jeremy Silko
Marshel Slater
Nathan Smith
Graydon Sponaugle
Michael Tolzien
Tyler Tritz
James Uhl
Nathanael Walker

Squadron 11
Christian Apsey
Mark Babb
Joshua Bowman
Shayne Carroll
Collins Cuyler
Whitney Evanson
David Franck
Nathan Glandon
Vincent Horn
Daniel Kauffman
Erol Kelter
Luke Levinson
Peter Mattes
John McKee
Creighton Moorman
Brian Page
Alexandra Psihas
Michael Smith
John Smyrski IV
Ashley Snyder
Alecia Steele
Philipe White
Brandon Wolf
Matthew Yarrington

Squadron 12
Elizabeth Arrington

Class of 2008 Graduates
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Steven  Bennett
Philip Borroni
Jonathan  Butcher
Justin  Dawson
Nicholas Fritts
Kemery Gies
Jacob Hall
Austin Hendrickson
Alexander Henning
Hoon-Seok Jang
Steven Janner
William Johnson
Philip Kim
Niki Kissinger
Stephen McNamara
Richard McNell
Eryn Meeks
Christopher Miller
Brian  Navin
Joseph Speakman
Katherine Suhrhoff
Michael Trott
Daniel Welch
Charles Wells
Ann Wessell
Ryan White

Squadron 13
Collette Bannister
Miles-Tyson Blocker
Stephen Bump
Joshua Clayton
William Davis
Adam Dunk
Boyd Fritzsche
Michael Fuchs
James Hayes
Syed Javaid
Kasey King
Lorenz Madarang

Nicholas Mercurio
Christopher Monson
Erin Moubry
Kevin Pastoor
Calen Pope
Marcus Remington
Elizabeth Simpson
Matthew Stillman
Christina True
Blake Turnquist
Robert Whipple
Mitchell Wills

Squadron 14
Tiffany Biddle
Kenneth Bowman
Evan Dadosky
Matthew Dinsdale
April Harker
Raymond Hoffman
Seth Hutcheson
Troy William Jeffers
Christopher Johnson
Gregory Kimak
Huson Low
Lawrence Melnicoff
Wooddy Miller
Alexander Nell
Anthony Norman
Jonathan O'Rourke
Jennifer Oeffner
Kirk Palan Jr.
Liddell Parchman III
Brandes Ramsey
Katherine Roling
Ryan  Sullivan
Christopher Travelstead
Christopher Vork
Rachel Washburn
Daniel Wright

Squadron 15
Justin Aberth
Michael Archer
Kyle Babbitt
Ross Biechler
Gregory Boyadjian
Victoria Castro
Joshua Clifford
Shawn Cuevas
Tyler De Santis
Eric Dueno
Christopher Englert
Matthew Goering
Adam Greer
Mary Harvey
Seth Horner
Jacob Kriegbaum
Benjamin Kuhar
Nicholas Lee
Robert Mitchell
Nicole Pearl
Cory Pilinko
Timothy Prestidge
Carl Protsch
Robert Rogers
Jethro Sadorra
Michael Schwartz
Reilly Smith
Adam Terns
Meghan West
Stephen Zeglen

Squadron 16

Yoshio Adachi
Kyle Anderson
Devon Bledsoe
Daniel Bradfield
Rhett Chase
Heather Clemens
James Corless
Angelica Cornejo
Joshua Ellis
Noah Garguile
Sean Gorden
Erin Hiveley
Christopher Jordan
Taylor Leonard
Donald Lewis
Jacob Miller
Jordan Ostwald
Leah Pound
Justin Raines
Austin Randle
Christopher Reynolds
Zachery Roycroft
Peter Shenk
Jon  Tangen
Zachary Van Valkenburg
Matthew Weinberg
Lauren Wilson

Squadron 17
James Bell
Robert Brown
James Camp
Meaghan Corliss
Eric Duechle
Elizabeth Eames
Kevin Epstein
Gregory Ferry
Mark Govea
Nicholas Griese
John Hartwell

Ashley Jensen
Andrew Johnson
Jason Lunger
Dustin Merritt
Jason Minnich
Rachael Mooney
Nicolas Neely
Phillip Polmonari
Mitchell Richard
David Russell Jr.
James Ryan
Jeffrey Schmidt
Ryan Shaughnessy
Michael Trottier
Ajvish Varatharaj
Lindsay Zack

Squadron 18
Jacob Allen
Nicholas Cattaneo
Hsi Chun Chou
Jena Desmet
Gregory Ford
Bruce Fritz
Daniel Gartland
Nicholas Haiar
David Hernandez
Daniel Johns
Talaya Jones
David Jung
Lisa Kempker
Kenneth Maloy
James Massot
Ty McKeever
Carla Merino
Louis-Philippe Noel
Drew Peterson
Jonathon Reynolds
Daniel Schaffer
Natasha Sergi
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Theodore Shiveley
Christopher Sifuentes
Richard Stead
Clayton Steven Ten Eyck
Joseph Visalli
Jonathan Waterlander
Rachel Young

Squadron 19
Brian Campbell
Spiro Catsulis
Matthew Crowley
Colin Hendershot
Lars-Kristian Hinrichsen
Caroline Hostomsky
Johnathan James
Eryn Johnston
Matthew Kennedy
Anthony Lee
Aaron Lessin
Ian McFarland
Joshua Meents
Clifford Moore
John Pavlus
Jeana Quintana
Michael Riddick
Kelly Robinson
Ryan Rutter
Mark Saffold
Brandon Satre
Robert Shuler
Katherine Slogic
Gregory Smith
Joseph Szeniawski
Benjamin Trembath
Patrick Walsh
John Wilder
Jeremy Wyatt

Squadron 20
Robert Beardslee
Robert Call
Frank Cope
Scott Dalrymple
Matthew Ditson
Pamela Findlay
Mark Fraser
Samuel Freeland
Kenneth Grosselin III
Travis Harvey
Casey Kawaguchi
Patrick Kellar
Amanda Shinae Lee
Remington Marsden
Lauren Matthews
Kip McCarthy
Daniel McLaughlin
Dylan Parker
Mark Pitliangas
Daniel  Samson
Christopher Santangelo
Todd Small
Garrett Smith-Hernandez
Christopher Stover
Eric Wahl
John Wells
Blake Wiehe
Anthony Young

Squadron 21
Ilechukwu Oyi Agu
Patrick Bennett
Thomas Borseth
Paul Caruso
Daniel Cascio
Matthew DeFoor
Zachary Dolley
Christian Evans
Ryan Frost
Gabrielle Glenn
Derek Haun
Stewart Hawkins
Kallyn Johnson
Robert Jones
John Kepple
Keith Maren
Collin McSorley
Amanda Messinger
Anthony Simmons
Joshua Splawn
Kara Thoreson
Joshua Van Wyngaarden
Mark Watson
Ryan Wiese
Sydney Wilkinson
Kasey Wilson

Squadron 22
Amanda Altman
Brittain Caldwell
Mark Cerni
Derek Day Jr
Jason Garrish
Robyn Grieshaber
Ryan Gustafson
Matthew Harley
Ian Helms
Travis Lewis
Alexander-Brian Marquez
Richard Medina
Brett Messer
Michael Morris
Adam Myszka
Hali Nelson
Alexander Prevendar
Joseph Sabat Jr.
Charles Levi Whitten Storm
Cindy Malia Puanani Tope
Matthew Welch
Robert Whitney
Bradley Wills

Squadron 23
Christin Brodie
Delwyn Campo
Stephen Cecil
Jared Dorland
Grant Gavran
Megan Harkins
Corey Holden
Bryce Johnson
Damon Jones
Brysen Kreighbaum

Mario Mendoza Jr
Dean Milner
James Ollis III
Caitlin Olson
Asha Padmanabhan
Jason Parcus
Anson Park
John Payne
Jose Paz
Joseph Pierce
Micah Redfield
John Skypeck
David Swanson
Jameson Utrilla
Cheryl Watkins

Jin-Kyong Yu

Squadron 24 
Michael Agnew
Russell Baker
Jordan Birt
Jesse Boyter
Cassandra Bustamante
Whitney Camp
Kyle Carnahan
Robert Clark
Eric Duncan
Andrew Fowler
Joseph Goetz II
Matthew Houser
Travis King
Jacob Lambach
Benjamin Mendel
Amanda Pelkowski
Robert Preston
Ryan Price
John Rabold
Justin Ross
Andrew Saleh
Andrew Snow
Daniel Swart
John Thompson
Megan White

Squadron 25 
Waleed Ashiq
Benjamin Bloch
Joseph Budzyn
William Burrows
Eric Courtois
Eric Ehn
Joseph Ellis
David Garcia
Matthew Gourgues
Kristin Hoover
Bruce Jamison
Alyssa Keeter
Nicholas Kellenbence
Tyler Lawhorn
David Lissy
William Little
Andrew Olsen
Joseph Pfeifer
Jonathan Rember
Michael Rivera
Adam Rudd
Clay Toerner
Trevor Trujillo
Christopher Walker

Squadron 26
Steven Burgess
Alicia Carter
Brianne Davidson
Matthew Dietrich
Jack Fiedler Jr.
Lukas Fisher
Joshua Gunderson
Chandler Hall
Nathan Johnson
Andrew Melander
Joshua Needham
Daryn Nelson
Zachary Pierce
Brandon Ray
Trenton Reeves
Jon Roberts Jr.
Garrett Rybak
Trenton Sandberg
Shane Seibert
Cameron Shinabarker
Clayton Turner
Christopher Wood

Squadron 27
Jonathan Appleby
James Bresnahan
Matthew Charbonneau
Donald Clemson
Joshua Cutino
Morgan Dolan
Evan Erickson
David Field
Andrew Galbraith
Nicky Hamayasu
Katrina Keith
Jared Krueger
Julian Madrid
Ivonne Maldonado
Michael Mattingly
Nathan Nordby
Michael Quinn
Drew Rimelspach
Patrick Roks
David Schoenhardt
Emily Shanes
Jared Vieth
Adam Voci

Squadron 28
Firas Hassen
John Carberry
Thomas D'Amore
Kyle Dufaud
Elizabeth Enyart
Matthew Ghigna
Nicholas Herr
Adam Hood
Brandon Hua
Justin Jones
Melissa Lee
Nicole Lincoln
Richard Loesch III

Kathryn Lyons
Christopher Mahan
Tiffany Moore
Casey Osborne
Christopher Perry
Charles Riordan IV
William Sides
Anthony Stegeman
John Sutcliffe IV
Ian Turner
Zachary Valdez
Erik Wallace
Benjamin Worrall

Squadron 29
Sean Abling
Gregory Adam
Amanda Akimoff
Joshua Barlow
Ethan Caparelli
Hsiang Yu Chen
Trebor Cowling
Thomas Crockett
Keegan Dale
William Deike
Jamie Gibbs
Brian Guyette
Jonathan Hill
Kathleen Hang My Le
Joel Martin
Benjamin Mattalino
Ross McKnight
Rebecca McLean
Jesse Mortensen
Michael Osgood
Rachel Owen
Stephanie Pierce
Cheryl Steiner
Gregory Stine
Matthew Walker
Taylor Wight
Brittany Williams
Christopher Wolff

Squadron 30 
Ikedinachi Akagha
Christopher Baisch
Matthew Burnham
Jeffrey Coe
Colby Colter
Caitlin  Curran
Brady Davis
Amani Evensen
Kristen Grasser
Nathan Haney
Ian Harper
Matthew  Kettler
Kekoa Kuamo'o-Peck
Thomas Laliberte
Laura Millener
Matthew Molten
Kevin  Peterson
Christopher Stanton
Kaitlin Tardieu
Brynn  Thoreson
Brian Vos
Christopher  Wiedenmann
Ryan Williams
Gregory Witzig
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Squadron 31
Nicholas Bauer
Tausha Beins
Paul Bowen Jr.
Steven Chandler
Matthew Eggert
Jessica Grundt
Kevin Hawkins
Keith Hayden
Preston Iverson
Roger Knobeloch
Mark McCollough
Ryan McGuire
Samuel Meyer
Steven Mount
Katie Newkirk
Jonathan Ng
Collin O'Bryant
John Rader
Adam Sievers
Jesse Stroh
Michael Switzer
Christopher Tubesing
Jill Ward
Benjamin Wong
Paul Yeagley

Squadron 32
Connie Ambrose
Cary Balser
Aaron Bowens
Michelle Buehner
Jennifer Carter
Benjamin Christensen
Joe Cross
Timothy Doster
Timothy Gaydosh
Katherine Harmon
Troy Jensen
Peter Krasco III

John Kryzak
Zachary Minner
Michael O'Donnell
Kenneth Pedersen
Stephen Perez
Richard Pinckney Jr.
Eli Prince
Omesh Qasba
Taylor Roach
Davin Sylvester
Matthew Tanis
Sara Weimar
Christopher Yost

Squadron 33
Nathan Anderson
Brian Boardman
Troy Breland
Kerrie Campbell
Dillon Deutsch
James Dunn
Marc Goodman
Jonathan Hughes
Alexander  Layendecker
Spencer Liedl
Shaffi Mark
Scott Mixdorf
Melanie Peterson
Joshua Print
Robert Renquist
Brian Ross
Marissa Skidmore
Benjamin Song
Christopher Thomsen
Jennifer Williams
Daniel Wynn Jr.

Squadron 34
David Alpert
Alan Calfee

Erin Coakley
Matthew Crandall
Caley Cyphers
Brian Elliott
Leslie Erives
Ronald Farkas
Austin Ferreria
Matthew Goodson
Kenny Green
Blaine Guenther
Eric Hempen
Christina Hudson
Gavin  Johnson
Shane Malkin
John Mattson
Chad Murray
Marc Nichols
Spencer Reed
Lorinda Risdon
David Rodriguez
Mark Root
Chad Rudolph
Eugene Tornow
Paul Hughes Tracy
Erinn Lee Woodside

Squadron 35 
Thomas Aseltine
William Bauer
Mark Belkowski
Stephen Boogar
Connor Caples
Jason Cheng
Jamie Davis
Alexander Denton
Jonathan Florsz
Gregory Guy Jr.
Edwin Jackson
Kimberly Kallabis
Tyler Lowdon
Gavin McCorry
Robert Reynaud
David Rose
Thomas Sena
Aaron Shanor
Adam Stooke

Matthew VanBaren
Jessica Wager

Squadron 36
Catherine Donnell
Eric Foster
Eric Hakos
Thomas Herold
David Hidalgo Jr.
Randy Justice
Eric Kenzik
Cherelle Lampkin
Kelly Lewis
Sheriden Martinez
Christopher  Mathews
Brett May
Daniel Nugent
Matthew Onxley
Alexander Pedersen
Lina Pineros
Shane Praiswater
Andrew  Roberts
Kyle Sanders
Blake Schaid
Frank Schiavone
Matthew Small
Matthew Stewart
Thomas Stuart
Christopher Valine

Mark Tyler Voss

Squadron 37
Phillip Amrine
Melissa Anderson
Ian Augustine
Robert Carter
Michael Cavanaugh
Clark Condict
David Deal
Danielle Dowds
Ricardo Garza
Kendra Giboney
Erik  Gonsalves
Preston Goodrich
Erica Juchter
Kurtis Kendrick
Amanda Lopez
Keith Rizza
Joshua Schaffer
Bradley Seifert
Gene Strand
Jesse Strickler
Ariel Torgerson
Noel Trew
Marc Ward

Squadron 38
Andrew Amigleo
Aaron Baney
Remington Barnes
James Carfagno III
Ryan Cortner
Andrew Derwae
Jacob Devlin

Julianne Douglas
Deborah Durey
Adam Ferek
Devin Hart
Matthew Hornung
Jonathan Jackson
Kyle Meakins
Frederick Meyer
Kate Papenberg
Rebecca Ross
Adam Schenk
Matthew Smith
Brandon Spader
Danielle Warwick
Jeffrey Weger
Neal Wendt

Squadron 39
Zachary Alexander
Doug Cho
John Cobb
Cameron Cunningham
Raeanna Elms
Jared Graham
Cody Guy
Jordan Hayes
Joseph Kim
Ryan King
Tadd Lahnert
Sean Miller
Korey Mundell
Andrew Nigro
Christopher Oppenlander
Michael Peeples
Daniel Perry
Joshua Reagan
John Richmond
Rachel Rothmann
Eva Smith
Amanda Tamosuinas
Erik Towal
John Wuellner
Justin Wynn

Squadron 40
Aubrey Aldridge III
Jessica Beeler
Antonio d Brown
Trista Burton
Michael Byrnes
Joshua Callahan
Paul Cote
Regan De La Cruz
Jennifer Drew
Andrew Harris
Melissa Hughes
Jacob Kahn
Candice Killian
Todd Klayum
Steven Locker
Steven Marks
David Nelson
Thomas Nolta
Jay Page
Benjamin Schaftel
Jared Thompson
David Trier

Graduates from the Class of 2008 who enter pilot training incur an active duty service
commitment of ten years after earning their wings. For combat systems operators, the
service commitment is six years after successful completion of training. All remaining
graduates incur a five-year active duty service commitment.
Graduation Class size:1012 (828 men, 184 women)
Minorities: 186 
International students: 12  one each from Colombia, Ecuador, Jamaica, Korea, Pakistan,
Peru, Philippines, Singapore, Suriname, Tunisia, Taiwan, and Thailand)
Fourth-child graduates: 2
Third-child graduates: 4
Second-child graduates: 48
Second generation graduates: 41
Attending pilot training: 530
Attending navigators training: 18
Attending air battle manager training: 4
Total graduates since 1959:
Male: 37,042 Female: 3,760 Total: 40,802
Graduates who have attained the rank of general: 484 
(215 Active duty, 260 retired, 9 deceased)
Total number of international graduates: 259

Class of 2008 Stats
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Visit us today and learn 
about what’s new at 

Capital Pacific Homes!

Visit us today and learn 
about what’s new at 

Capital Pacific Homes!

Where else
could you find all of this included forcould you find all of this included for ONLY $86 

PER MONTH?!
Where else ONLY $86 

PER MONTH?!

new choices
new season

new choices



The U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron,
the Thunderbirds, will turn heads skyward at the
conclusion of today’s graduation ceremony for the
Class of 2008.

The Thunderbirds perform precision aerial
maneuvers demonstrating the capabilities of Air Force
high performance aircraft to people throughout the
world. The squadron exhibits the professional qual-
ities the Air Force develops in the people who fly, main-
tain and support these aircraft.

Objectives of the Thunderbirds are to: support Air
Force recruiting and retention programs; reinforce
public confidence in the Air Force and to demonstrate
to the public the professional competence of Air Force
members; strengthen morale and esprit de corps
among Air Force members; support Air Force commu-
nity relations and people-to-people programs; repre-
sent the United States and its armed forces to foreign
nations; and, to project international goodwill.

The Thunderbirds squadron is composed of eight
pilots, including six demonstration pilots, four support
officers, three civilians and more than 130 enlisted
members performing in 25 career fields.

A Thunderbirds air demonstration is a mix of
formation flying and solo routines. The four-aircraft
diamond formation demonstrates the training and
precision of Air Force pilots, while the solo aircraft
highlight the maximum capabilities of the F-16.

The pilots perform approximately 30 maneuvers

in a demonstration. The entire show runs about 75
minutes. The demonstration season lasts from March
to November, with the winter months used to train
new members.

The squadron performs no more than 88 air
demonstrations each year and has never canceled a
demonstration due to maintenance difficulty. More
than 280 million people in all 50 states and 57 foreign
countries have seen the red, white and blue jets in more
than 3,500 aerial demonstrations.

In addition to their role as the official U.S. Air Force
aerial demonstration team, the Thunderbirds are part
of our combat force. If required, the team’s people and
aircraft can be rapidly integrated into a fighter unit
at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev. Since the aircraft are only
slightly modified, each can be made combat-ready in
less than 72 hours.

The Thunderbirds perform their maneuvers in the
Lockheed Martin (formerly General Dynamics) F-16
Fighting Falcon, which represents the full range of
capabilities possessed by the Air Force’s tactical
fighters. This highly maneuverable multi-role fighter
has proven to be one of the world’s best precision
tactical bombers and air-to-air combat aircraft. The
only modifications needed to prepare the aircraft for
its air demonstration role are installing a smoke-
generating system in the space normally reserved for
the 20mm cannon, and the painting of the aircraft in
Thunderbird colors.

The Thunderbirds were officially activated June
1, 1953, as the 3600th Air Demonstration Team at Luke
AFB, Ariz. Their first aircraft was the straight-winged
F-84G Thunderjet, a combat fighter-bomber that had
seen action in Korea. Early in 1955 the team transi-
tioned to the swept-winged F-84F Thunderstreak.

In June 1956, the team moved to its current home
at Nellis. At the same time the Thunderbirds traded
the veteran F-84 for the world’s first supersonic fighter,
the F-100 Super Sabre — an aerial platform that would
serve the Thunderbirds for 13 years. More than 1,000
demonstrations were flown in the Super Sabre, thrilling
spectators around the world. The team changed briefly
to the Republic F-105 Thunderchief. After only six
shows, in 1964, due to an extensive modification that
became necessary on all Thunderchiefs, the
Thunderbirds returned to the F-100.

From 1969 to 1973, the Thunderbirds flew the Air
Force’s front-line fighter, the F-4E Phantom. In 1974,
the Thunderbirds converted to the T-38 Talon, the
world’s first supersonic trainer. The T-38 was more
fuel-efficient and less costly to maintain than the
larger F-4.

Early in 1983, the Thunderbirds reinstituted their
traditional role of demonstrating the Air Force’s front-
line fighter capabilities. Transition to the F-16A
allowed the team to retain manpower and fuel effi-
ciency while demonstrating to spectators the latest in
fighter technology.
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Thunderbirds to dazzle
crowd with graduation

performance
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By Athletic Communications

Most Valuable Male Athlete
Senior Chad Hall led the Air Force football team’s

resurgence this season with one of the most memorable
efforts in school history. Hall led the Falcons to a 9-4
overall mark and second-place finish in the Mountain
West Conference with a 6-2 mark. He led the confer-
ence and ranked 19th nationally in rushing with 1,478
yards, the second most in school history. He also led
the conference and ranked third nationally in all-
purpose yards with an average of 206.4 per game. Hall
rewrote the Academy record book in 2007. He set a new
school-record for rushing yards with a 256-yard outburst
against Colorado State. He later broke his own record
with a 275-yard game vs. Army. In addition, he set a
new school record for all-purpose yards vs. the Black
Knights with 333. Hall now owns four of the top six all-
purpose games in Air Force history. A third-team All-
American by Rivals.com, Hall was named the MWC’s
offensive player of the year as well as the Colorado
offensive player of the year by the Colorado chapter of
the College Football Hall of Fame.  

Most Valuable Female Athlete 
Team co-captain Alecia Steele earned her fourth All-

Mountain West Conference selection (third third-team
selection). She led the team in scoring average (12.0)
and rebounding (7.1) for fourth-consecutive season, the
first player ever to do so at Air Force. Steele completes
her career at Air Force as the programs’ leading scorer
in Division I play with 1,237 points (sixth all-time)
and is second all-time in rebounding with 765 boards.
Steele recorded six double-doubles on the season and
finished with 21 for her career. She is a four-time team
MVP recipient.

Scholar-Athlete 
Senior Kenny Grosselin became just the seventh

cross country athlete to earn the prestigious NCAA
Postgraduate Scholarship. Grosselin, a captain for the
cross country team during the fall season, was three-
time academic all-conference selection and MWC
Scholar-Athlete. He holds a 3.95 grade-point-average
in mathematics and was named to the College Sports
Information Directors Association Academic All-
District team as a junior for track and field/cross
country. He has competed in the conference and regional
championship meets during each of his last two years.

Athletic Leadership
Senior defenseman Frank Schiavone was a true

leader on and off the ice. He was selected as a team
captain by his teammates and helped lead the Falcons
to their second consecutive conference championship
and NCAA Tournament. He was named to the Lowe’s
Senior CLASS All-America Team for excellence in the
classroom, character, community and competition. A
strong defensive player, Schiavone played in 120 career

games and had 23 points. He had a career-best five
goals this season. A management major, Schiavone is
a two-time academic all-conference selection. He carries
a 3.6 cumulative grade-point-average and a 3.8 GPA in
his major. He was the cadet in charge of the obstacle
course during Basic Cadet Training last summer. In the
fall of 2007, he was the honor officer and chief of
inspections in his squadron and has been on the dean’s
list every semester. Schiavone has been active in the
community, assisting with the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation each of the last four years. He has helped
with the annual Walk for the Cure which has raised more
than $500,000 in the last four years. The native of
Oceanside, N.Y., has also led a group of players in
aiding the JDRF with the annual gala. He has also spoke
to schools in the Colorado Springs area about the
importance of school and teamwork and the skills of
hockey.

Athletic Excellence
Senior Tim Anderson, a senior guard from El Paso,

Texas, led the team in scoring, averaging 14 points per
game, in 2007-08. He was named the MWC Defensive
Player of the Year and a second-team all-conference pick
this season. Anderson tied the school record and set a
new MWC Tournament record with seven steals against
San Diego State. He played in 124 games in his career,

just one shy of tying the school record. He missed just
two games in his career and started all 65 the last two
seasons. His name is sprinkled around the Air Force
record book, including No. 2 on the school’s career list
with 175 steals and No. 5 in free throw shooting at
82.9 percent.

Outstanding Athletic Achievement 
Air Force fencer Peter French, a sophomore from

Austin, Texas, has been one of the Academy’s top fencers
for the past two seasons. French earned NCAA All-
America honors in men’s epee after placing sixth at the
2008 championships. He earned all-region honors at
the 2007 and 2008 Western Regional championships.
He won the 2008 Regionals with an impressive 11-2 bout
record. He also won the 2008 Junior Olympics. He is
ranked No. 2 in the junior men’s epee point standings.
French has brought international recognition to the
Academy’s fencing program. He finished third in the
Junior Men’s Epee World Cup in Basel, Switzerland, and
finished ninth in Junior Men’s Epee World Cup in
Bratislava, Slovakia. He also traveled to Acireale, Italy,
to compete in the 2008 Junior World Championships,
where he finished 51st. He currently owns a 61-12
dual-meet record at Air Force. He finished the 2007-
08 season with a 34-9 record, and was named the team’s
most valuable fencer.
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Top athletes earn kudos following outstanding seasons
By Athletic communications

Men’s Cross Country
Junior Matt Williams became the first

Air Force runner to compete at the NCAA
Championship meet since 2004, where
he placed within the top half of the field.
An all-conference and all-region honoree,
Williams was the Falcons’ top finisher in
both the conference and regional cham-
pionships. Williams clocked the squad’s
best 10k time of 31.07 at the NCAA
Mountain Regional meet, which was also
a career-best time by nearly one second.
Williams picked up a fourth-place finish
at the Mountain West Conference cham-
pionships, which was the highest indi-
vidual finish in two seasons, while claiming
a 19th-place mark at the regional meet.

Women’s Cross Country
With two top finishes in just three

races, sophomore Brittany Morreale paced
a relatively young Air Force squad.
Although just a sophomore, Morreale
was one of the more experienced members
of a team that featured just two upper-
classmen. The only Falcon to account for
multiple top finishes, Morreale picked
up 22nd-place finishes at both the Aztec
Invitational and MWC championships.
Morreale accounted for the second-fastest
6k time on the team, after clocking a
22:39 at the NCAA Mountain Regional
meet, where she finished 58th. Morreale’s
season-opening finish at the Aztec
Invitational helped guide the Falcons to
a 10th-place team finish.

Most Valuable Football Offensive Player 
Quarterback Shaun Carney had an

outstanding year and career. The four-
year starter threw for a career-best 1,491
yards, the most by a Falcon since 2000.
Carney completed 125 passes which is
the third most in school history and most
since 1977 and threw for nine touchdowns
with just five interceptions. He became the
school’s career leader in passing yards,
total offense and touchdown passes during
the season.

Most Valuable Football Defensive Player
Drew Fowler was a two-time all-

Mountain West Conference selection,
earning first-team honors as a junior and
second team as a senior. He was selected
to play in the East-West Shrine game as
one of the top senior linebackers in the
nation. He started all 13 games and led the

team in tackles for the second straight
season. He had 119 tackles last season to
lead the team and ranked third in the
league. The linebacker from Clayton, N.C.,
had a career-high three interceptions and
also earned MWC Defensive Player of
the Week honors when he had 14 tackles,
including a goal-line stop in the final
seconds vs. Utah.

Most Valuable Football Player
The Falcons unleashed one of the

most exciting players in the nation in
senior “do-everything” Chad Hall, who
was named MWC Offensive Player of the
Year. The tailback/receiver shattered Air
Force records for rushing and all-purpose
yards. Hall set the school record for rushing
yards in a game with 275 vs. Army,
breaking his own record of 256 set earlier
in the season at Colorado State. He also
set the school single-game all-purpose
yardage mark vs. Army with 333. A third-
team All-American, Hall rushed for 1,478
yards, second-most in school history, and
scored 16 touchdowns. He also caught 50
passes for 524 yards. 

Most Valuable Lineman or Special Teams
Player

The Air Force defense was led by
outside linebacker John Rabold, who
notched a team-high 17.5 tackles for loss
and led the conference with four fumble
recoveries, including one he returned for
a touchdown vs. Notre Dame. Rabold had
at least one tackle for loss in 11 straight
and 12 of 13 games this season. He finished
the season with a career-best 74 total
tackles and three forced fumbles and
earned all-conference honors.

Men’s Soccer
Brian Guyette, a senior from Phoenix,

AZ., started all 18 games in goal in 2007.
Guyette had an outstanding season, earning
a first-team all-Mountain Pacific Sports
Federation selection. He led the conference
in saves per game (5.94) and finished third
in goals-against average (1.37). Guyette
was named MPSF Player of the Week after
making a career-high 15 saves in a 2-1
victory over Denver. His 15 saves tied with
two others for the most in one game in the
country this season.

Women’s Soccer
Senior defender Christin Brodie was

named the team’s most valuable player.
Brodie appeared and started in 17 games
for the Falcons and appeared in 76 career
games, making 41 starts. In 2007, Brodie
earned Idaho State Classic All-
Tournament honors.

Volleyball
In 2007, the MVP award, given to

Kristin Stewart, was selected by the players,
and featured new criteria for selection.
According to Coach Penny Lucas-White,
the volleyball MVP must be someone
who is “loyal to USAFA, the staff, the
team and the program. Someone who has
a voice in the locker room and a great
work ethic, but still would sacrifice herself
for the greater good of the team. The
MVP should be someone who will push
her teammates while also being the voice
of reason and the team’s biggest encour-
ager. Someone who has earned her team-
mate’s trust and respect, because she has
been in the trenches with team.” Stewart,
who claimed the team’s spirit award on
three separate occasions and started 21
matches, averaged 1.73 kills per game and
1.62 digs per contest.

Water Polo
Senior Justin Berry was named the Air

Force water polo MVP for the 2007 season.
Berry, a team captain for the Falcons,
finished  with 54 goals on the season,
bringing his career total to 139. A second-
team All-Western Water Polo Association
selection, Berry was also named a first-
team all-tournament honoree at the
WWPA Championship, where Air Force
finished third. Berry helped lead the
Falcons to their best tournament finish
since the 2003, as well as their highest
final national ranking (14th) since 2003.

Men’s Basketball
Tim Anderson, a senior guard from

El Paso, Texas, led the team in scoring,
averaging 14 points per game, in 2007-08.
He was named the MWC Defensive Player
of the Year and a second-team all-confer-
ence pick this season. Anderson tied the
school record and set a new MWC
Tournament record with seven steals
against San Diego State. He played in 124
games in his career, just one shy of tying
the school record. He missed just two
games in his career and started all 65 the
last two seasons. His name is sprinkled
around the Air Force record book,
including No. 2 on the school’s career list
with 175 steals and No. 5 in free-throw
shooting at 82.9 percent.

Women’s Basketball
Team co-captain Alecia Steele earned

fourth All-Mountain West Conference
selection (third third-team selection). She
led team in scoring average (12.0) and
rebounding (7.1) for her fourth-consec-
utive season, the first ever to do so at Air
Force. Steele completes her career at Air
Force as the programs’ leading scorer in
Division I play with 1,237 points (sixth all-
time) and is second all-time in rebounding
with 765 boards. Steele recorded six
double-doubles on the season and finished
with 21 for her career. She is a four-time
team MVP recipient.

Men’s Fencing
Sophomore Peter French earned both

2008 NCAA All-America and all-Western
region honors. He won the 2008 Regionals
with an impressive 11-2 bout record in
individual men’s epee, and finished sixth
at the NCAA championships. He won the
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Junior World Cup in Basel, Switzerland,
and the men’s individual epee champi-
onship at the 2008 Junior Olympics. He
also earned the No. 2 spot on the 2008
Junior World Team, where he finished
51st. He is currently ranked No. 2 in the
junior men’s epee point standings. He
finished the season with a 34-9 record.

Women’s Fencing
Senior Collette Bannister demon-

strated her leadership abilities as a
Squadron 13 commander and the fencing
team’s captain in 2007-08. She led the
women’s foil team to 65 victories for the
season. She earned all-region honors after
finishing fourth at the 2008 NCAA
Western Regionals, and was named first
alternate for the NCAA championships.
She has been one of the Falcons’ top three
finishers in the New Mexico Open, Falcon
Open and Nick Toth Open. She concludes
here Academy fencing career with a 30-
38 record.

Men’s Gymnastics
Senior Greg Stine concluded his

career as the most decorated gymnast in
Air Force men’s gymnastics history.
Backed by top-eight finishes on the still
rings and in the all-around at the NCAA
Championships, Stine became the
program’s first All-American since 1993
and the first-ever recipient of multiple
NCAA honors. In addition, he set six of
seven Academy records under the new
scoring system, won two USA Gymnastics
national titles and earned five USAG All-
America certificates. The USAG Top
Senior Award, Stine accounted for 29
first-place finishes and was named
Gymnast of the Week numerous times by
the Mountain Pacific Sports Federation
and College Gymnastics Association. For
his career, Stine earned more USAG All-
America accolades (15) than any other
gymnast. He won seven USAG national
titles, including three in the all-around. 

Women’s Gymnastics
Junior Abbey Rogers became the first

gymnast in Academy history to be named
the Mountain Pacific Sports Federation
Gymnast of the Year. An all-conference
selection on the balance beam, floor exer-
cise and all-around, Rogers recorded 13
first-place finishes during the course of the
season. She participated in the all-around
at the NCAA North Central Regional,
was a two-time MPSF Gymnast of the
Week and an academic all-conference
selection for the second straight year.

Rogers, who set personal best marks on
every event this season and led the team
on the vault, uneven bars, floor exercise
and all-around, led the conference on the
floor exercise and all-around.

Ice Hockey
Andrew Volkening was named to the

Atlantic Hockey Association all-tourna-
ment team for the second straight year and
was the goaltender on the all-tournament
team at the NCAA Northeast Regional
becoming to first Falcon to ever earn that
honor. He set new school records for saves
percentage (.911) and goals-against average
(2.09) and ranked 10th in the nation in
GAA. He was named the AHA Goalie of
the Month twice during the season. The
Genoa, Ill., native made a career-high 49
saves in the 5-4 double overtime win over
Mercyhurst in the AHA championship
game to send the Falcons back to the
NCAA Tournament. The sophomore
tender had four shutouts during the season
and had a shutout streak of 133 consec-
utive minutes to set a new school record
vs. Division I opponents. He started 38 of
the 39 games and won 21 games during
the season.

Men’s Swimming
Junior Bryan Avery was named the Air

Force men’s swimming MVP for the 2007-
08 season. Avery, who was named the
MWC Co-Swimmer of the Week in late
October, earned all-conference honors in
the 200 freestyle for a second-straight
season, finishing as the runner-up with a
personal-best mark of 1:37.22. His time,
an NCAA provisional mark, moved him
into second place on the Academy’s top-
10 list. He was also a member of two all-
conference relay teams, the 800 freestyle
relay (which achieved an NCAA provi-

sional mark) and the 400 medley relay
team. Avery also set a school record in the
100 butterfly, clocking in at 48.38 in time
trials at the Mountain West Conference
Championships. Avery now owns Air
Force top-10 marks in five different events
(100 free, 200 free, 500 free, 100 fly and
200 fly). In addition, Avery qualified for
the 2008 U.S. Olympic Trials in the 100
butterfly and will compete in June for the
opportunity to earn a spot on the U.S.
Olympic Team.

Women’s Swimming
Junior Jane Hwang was named the

Air Force women’s swimming MVP for the
2007-08 season. Hwang earned all-confer-
ence honors in both the 100 and 200
freestyle events for the second-consecu-
tive season. Hwang, the Falcons’ school
record-holder in the 200 free, finished
seventh in the event at the MWC
Championships, while placing eighth in
the 100 free. Hwang currently holds school
records in two individual events (200 free
and 200 IM), while ranking among the
Academy’s top 10 in five more events (100
free, 100 butterfly, 200 butterfly, 100 breast-
stroke and 200 breaststroke).

Rifle
Tom Chandler, a freshman from Oak

Harbor, Wash., is the Academy’s 2008
Most Valuable Marksmanship award
winner. Chandler concluded his freshman
season as one of the team’s top marksmen.
He surpassed his best scores three times
throughout the regular season. His season-
best air rifle score was 581/600, he
surpassed his season best with a 585 at the
2008 Olympic Air Trials. His top small-
bore score was a 584/600, which he scored
against UTEP and Nevada-Reno in
November 2007. His top aggregate score
was a 1747 scored during the Olympic
Trials. 

Wrestling
Senior Jake Kriegbaum, the Falcons’

starter at 141 pounds, was chosen as the
2007-08 Air Force wrestling team MVP.
Kriegbaum qualified for the NCAA
Championships for the third time in his
career after capturing the 141-pound title
at the West Regional, knocking off a pair
of nationally ranked wrestlers in the
process. As a result, Kriegbaum was named
Outstanding Wrestler at the West Regional.
A first-team All-Western Wrestling
Conference selection, Kriegbaum closed
the season with a 25-13 overall record
and 12-5 dual mark. Kriegbaum also
turned in a perfect 5-0 record in WWC
dual competition. 

Baseball
Sophomore Alex Truesdale led Air

Force with 97.2 innings pitched, 58 strike-
outs and compiled a 6.73 ERA. His 97.2
innings pitched led the MWC in regular
season play (does not include postseason
stats). His 97.2 innings pitched is the first
best total in a season in Air Force history.
Truesdale earned wins this season over
Charleston Southern, BYU and UNLV.
His win over BYU snapped Air Force’s
55-game Mountain West Conference
losing streak. His win over UNLV snapped
Air Force’s 27 game losing streak to the

Rebels. In his last six starts, Truesdale,
pitched into the eighth inning or better.
Truesdale pitched two complete games
and pitched nine innings in a game three
times.

Boxing
Senior Daryn Nelson compiled a

remarkable 14-3 record during his final
season. He won five Boxer of the Week
honors and was named the Most
Outstanding Boxer (higher weights) at
the 2008 National Collegiate Boxing
Association Western Regional Champion-
ships. Competing in the 156-pound weight
class, he won his first Wing Open title. He
also won the Western Regional title after
defeating the defending national cham-
pion. Nelson earned a silver medal at the
national championships and claimed
NCBA All-America honors.

Men’s Tennis
Brett Rodgers, a sophomore from

Midland, Texas, played the entire 2007-
08 season at No. 1 singles and doubles for
the Falcons. Rodgers was 14-15 overall in
singles this season and tied for the team
lead with 11 dual match wins. He was
named MWC Player of the Week on
March 21 after going 3-0 in singles and
doubles during a home stand. He paired
with freshman Taylor Soster to post an
impressive 16-13 overall doubles record
and a 13-11 mark in dual matches,
including a win at No. 1 doubles over
UNLV, Air Force’s only doubles win against
a conference opponent this season.

Women’s Tennis
Lauren Wilson, a senior from

Midland, Texas, played the majority of
the 2007-08 season at No. 2 singles. She
finished fifth in her flight at the season-
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opening Wyoming Cowgirl Invitational
and combined with fellow senior Erika
Shortridge to win their first-round match
at the prestigious University of Maryland
Fall Invitational. Wilson won 14 singles
matches and 11 doubles matches this year.
She also finished third on the team for the
most dual match singles victories.

Golf
Senior Bob Whitney was named the

Air Force golf MVP for the 2007-08 season.
One of the most experienced members of
the Falcons’ team, Whitney competed in
10 events in his senior season, including
all five spring tournaments. Whitney
recorded his best MWC Championship
finish in 2008, placing in a tie for 41st.

Lacrosse
Senior Lukas Fisher was named the

Air Force lacrosse MVP for the 2008
season. Fisher, one of the Falcons’ team
captains, was a leader on the defensive
unit, starting at close defense for the past
two seasons. The most experienced player
on a defensive line which has included a
pair of rookies in goal, Fisher finished the
season as one of the team leaders in caused
turnovers.

Men’s Track & Field 
Senior Travis Picou is concluding a

stellar four-year career with three program
records. He holds three Academy stan-
dards (indoor 60-, outdoor 100- and
outdoor 200-meter dashes), five Mountain
West Conference titles and 12 all-confer-

ence accolades. Easily leading the squad
this season in all of his respective events,
Picou earned all-MWC honors in the
indoor 200-meter dash and as a member
of the outdoor 4x100-meter relay team. He
was the only non-TCU athlete to finish
within the top eight of the 200-meter dash
at the outdoor championships. Picou, the
2005 MWC Freshman of the Year, served
as co-captain of the men’s team and will
continue his career at the upcoming
NCAA Regional meet.

Women’s Track & Field
Sophomore Sara Neubauer rewrote

the Academy record books once more
this season. Neubauer reclaimed the
Falcons’ indoor shot put record by
becoming the first woman to surpass the
50-foot mark. Heaving a 50’2” shot at

the Air Force Invitational, Neubauer
reclaimed the top spot on the Academy’s
all-time list. She earned all-conference
accolades in the indoor shot (third-place
finish) and followed that up with all-
MWC honors in the outdoor discus
(second-place finish). Neubauer upped
her personal-best mark in the outdoor
shot by rewriting her own record. Hitting
a distance of 50’4½” at the Colorado
Invitational, Neubauer improved the
Sophomore Class record and qualified
for the NCAA Regionals.

Men’s Outstanding Track & Field
Competitor

Senior Ian McFarland literally ran
into the spotlight at the Mountain West
Conference Championships, by winning
both the 5000- and 10,000-meter events.

In his first-ever appearance in the 10k,
McFarland clocked a winning time of
30:44.89 for the first all-conference honor
of his career. The co-captain of the men’s
team concluded the weekend by recording
a time of 14:37.33 to win the 5000-meter
run. Highlighted by 20 individual points,
he paced the Falcons to their third-place
finish. In fact, McFarland was just eight
points shy of the MWC “High Point”
award winner. He has qualified for the
NCAA Regionals in the 5000. He was a
scoring member of the Falcons’ 3000-
meter run during the indoor season,
placing seventh. He also moved into the
program’s all-time top-10 list with a career-
best 8:11.48 at the Husky Classic.

Women’s Outstanding Track & Field
Competitor

Only a sophomore, Melissa Beerse
continues to impact the Air Force women’s
program. She became the first female to
ever clear the 13-foot plateau on the pole
vault, as she crushed her own indoor
record. Her clearance of 13’6½” at the
MWC Championships shattered the
previous sophomore class record by nearly
a foot. She claimed all-conference acco-
lades with that second-place finish. Beerse
made her first appearance at the NCAA
Indoor Championships, where she placed
14th. Beerse continued her success in the
outdoor season, where she upped her own
standard there as well. Clearing the 13-foot
mark once again, Beerse qualified for the
NCAA Regional meet with a clearance
of 13’1½”.

Top Atheletes
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