
 
 

 

   

 
Published by the U.S. Department of State Website at http://www.state.gov maintained by the Bureau of Public Affairs.  

Press Statement 
Sean McCormack 
Washington, DC 
September 18, 2008 
 
 

Use of the Internal Security Act in Malaysia 

The United States views with grave concern recent use by the Government of Malaysia of the Internal Security Act (ISA) and the possibility that it might 
be used again to detain opposition political figures. The statement by a government figure that a leading member of the opposition had become "a threat 
to the economy and national security" is extremely troubling. 

The United States firmly believes that national security laws, such as the ISA, must not be used to curtail or inhibit the exercise of universal democratic 
liberties or the peaceful expression of political views. The detention of opposition leaders under the ISA would be viewed by the United States and the 
international community as a fundamental infringement of democratic rights and values. 
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