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S
omeday I may get too de-
pressed to keep watching the
evening news but for now I re-

main a news junkie. It’s bad
enough to watch the news every
night but I also tape the Sunday
morning talking heads shows.
Quoting Mick Jagger, “To get my
fair share of abuse.” Last week I
was struckwhenDiane Sawyer an-
nounced half of all Americans ei-
ther live in poverty or are consid-
eredworking poor. Fifty percent of
all Americans live in poverty or are
poor? It’s difficult to comprehend
what this must mean for our fami-
lies.
The term “working poor” has an
ominous tone. A mom or dad or

both could be fortunate enough to
have a job and what they bring
home is still not enough to keep
their families warm, fed, housed
and healthy. I seem to be writing
about the economy so often be-
cause not being able to make ends
meet is dominating many of the
family counseling sessions in my

office.
Parents are trying to figure out

how to explain to their kids things
are bad but they don’t need to pan-
ic. Children are offering to get jobs
that don’t exist or sell toys they just
got for their birthdays. Mom and
dad are trying to work overtime to
buy the same gifts — reminiscent
of “Gift of the Magi” by O. Henry.
Seems to come down to how canwe
reassure the people we love when
we ourselves don’t know what the
future holds?
I don’t want to sound like Debbie

Downer, but this is a crucial ques-
tion. It may be the best definition of
what family means to be able to
support each other at times when

one, twoor three in the same family
are springing leaks. While it may
be tempting to do a Chicken Little,
it didn’t help the chicken and it
won’t help the rest of us.
Asking what our family needs

from us is not rhetorical and it is
certainly not an easy question.
Sure, a cool million would be nice
but most of us don’t have that bur-
ied in the backyard or hidden in the
attic. What our family needs from
us is a sense of inclusion. Especial-
ly when times are difficult and
there is pervasive sense of going
from bad to worse, these are the
moments none of us wants to feel
alone.
It is more than palliative to be a

presence for someone you love.
This could mean going for a walk
and talking. It might take the form
of sitting together and commiserat-
ing about goals for the future. It’s a
dangerous symptom when any of
us stops scheming and planning for
the future.
It’s also healthy to have a reality
check from those who know us
best. It helps when the best plan is,
“I’mgoing to buy a lot of Scratchers
or win the Lotto” is met with,
“Probably not the best time to
throwmoneyaway. Let’s lookat the
talents you do have.”
Mitchell Rosen, M.A., is a licensed marriage
and family therapist with practices in Corona
and Temecula.

M I TCHELL ROSEN

LIVING THROUGH BEING ‘WORKING POOR’

A major distribution center is
nearing completion, small busi-
ness owners appear to be more
aggressive and Inland Southern
California offices are adding
more support staffers.
All of these trends bode well
for workers in Riverside and San
Bernardino counties. But there
are few indications that the ar-
ea’s economy in 2012will bemuch
more than a faint echo of the
boom years that came to an end
in 2007, economists say.
The last quarter of 2011 was

filled with encouragement. Un-
employment in the two-county
area in November, the most re-
cent month for which there’s da-
ta, was as low as it’s been in 31
months. There were almost
20,000 Inlandworkers onpayrolls
who couldn’t say that when 2011
started.
Also, there have been reports
of increased entrepreneurial
lending in the past few months,
and business owners who bor-
row in order to expand usually
hire people. Businesseswith few-
er than100 workers are responsi-
ble for about two-thirds of all new
jobs in the Inland area.

There is, however, the ques-
tionof housing.The Inlandarea’s
economic boom was based on
more subdivisions, more office
workers preparing escrow docu-
ments forbuyers,moremalls and
public facilities to support these
subdivisions—and there doesn’t
appear to be a lot of that kind of
“more” coming in 2012.
Redlands-based economist
JohnHusing said that therewere
almost 30,000 residential build-
ing permits issued in Riverside
County alone in 2005, the peak of
the economic expansion. There
will probably be less than 3,000
permits in 2011, and he doesn’t

see any improvement next year
because too many existing
homes are facing foreclosure or
short sales.
“We’re dragging an anchor,

the lack of home construction,”
Husing said of the 2012 economy.
Husing said the economy will

continue getting strong support
from the logistics sector, which
saw an increase in new jobs in
2011. A Chicago-based developer
has almost completed building a
692,000-square-foot distribution
center inMorenoValley that was
built on spec, meaning the devel-
oper is bullish about finding a
company to operate there.

BULL ISH TREND: BABY ST EP S SHOULD CONT I NU E I N 2 012

STAFF PHOTO
Construction was going strong in 2005 when these houses in Sycamore Creek in the Temescal Valley south of Corona were being built. Home
construction slowed significantly in the recession and is expected to remain slow in 2012.

ECONOMY LIKELY TO KEEP GROWING
Inland hiring and lending are up, but the housing sector will still impede gains

BY JACK KATZANEK
STAFF WRITER

jkatzanek@pe.com

Educational leaders won’t be
without challenges in the com-
ing year as they struggle with
funding uncertainties, improv-
ing high school graduation rates
and getting more kids to college.
In December, the state an-

nouncednearly $1billion in fund-
ing cuts to education, and Gov.
Jerry Brown has introduced a
tax increase initiative for next
year’s ballot that he says will
cover the shortfall. So far, reve-
nue was sufficient to avoid auto-
matic mid-year cuts that would
have shortened the K-12 school

EDUCAT ION : STAT E BUDGE T CUTS

FUNDING AMONG CHALLENGES
FACING TEACHERS, POLICY MAKERS

BY JANET ZIMMERMAN
STAFF WRITER

jzimmerman@pe.com

SEE EDUCATION/C7

STORIES TO WATCH IN 2012
This year will bring thousands of news stories;

here are several in particular to watch for based on what’s taken place so far

Inland area commuters will
face a 2012 similar to 2011: Con-
struction will continue on many
major regional routes and start
in new places even as current
projects progress.
FromTemecula to San Bernar-

dino, drivers will confront con-
struction along Interstate 215.
Crews are widening the freeway
to three lanes from Interstate 15
to Scott Road in Murrieta. Work
to widen the freeway through
San Bernardino and connect it
more smoothly to Highway 210
north of downtown is not expec-

TRANSPORTAT ION : CONSTRUCT I ON WORK

ROAD PROJECTS, FEDERAL POLICY
TO DOMINATE COURSE OF 2012

BY DUG BEGLEY
STAFF WRITER
dbegley@pe.com

SEE ROAD WORK/C4

Two major Inland slaying
cases are expected to go to
trial in 2012.
Earl Ellis Green, 45, of Ru-

bidoux, is charged with the
shooting andbeating death of
Riverside Police Officer Ryan
Bonaminio during a foot
chasealong theedgeofRiver-
side’s Fairmount Park in No-
vember 2010.
Green could face the death

penalty if convicted. He has
pleaded not guilty.
Jesse Perez Torres, 35, of
Long Beach, is accused of
slaying Norma Lopez, 17, of
Moreno Valley. Perez Torres
was arrested in October,
more thanayear afterNorma
was killed while walking
home from summer school at
Valley View High School.
Perez Torres lived in the

neighborhood of the school at
the time of the slaying, and
moved out about one month
later.
Prosecutors linked him to

the case through DNA found
at the crime scene near Nor-
ma's body, which was found
five days after she disap-
peared. Perez Torres has
pleaded not guilty.
With the special circum-

ON THE DOCKET

CONTRIBUTED IMAGE
Norma Lopez, 17, was walking
home from school when she
was abducted July 15, 2010. Her
body was found days later.

2 MAJOR
CASES TO
BE TRIED
IN COURT
The slayings of a Moreno
Valley high school student
and a Riverside police
officer will go to trial

BY RICHARD K. De ATLEY
STAFF WRITER
rdeatley@pe.com

SEE TRIALS/C7
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Bankruptcy

www.dipaoloandkellogg.com

• Bail Advice • Felonies • Misdemeanors • DUI & DMV Matters
• Theft • Domestic Violence • Warrants • Sex Offenses
• Probation Violations • Juvenile Matters

• Auto, Truck & Bus Accidents • Pedestrian & Bicycle Accidents
• Motorcycle Accidents • Boat, Airplane & Train Accidents
• Slip & Fall Accidents • Permanent Injuries
• Fires & Burns • Wrongful Death • Dog Bites

DiPaolo & Kellogg

• Honest Representation • Reasonable Fees
• Free Initial Consultant • Payment Plans Available

(951) 778-0880

• Chapter 7 Liquidation • Chapter 13 Consolidations
• Debt Relief Agency

BANKRUPTCY

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

PERSONAL INJURY

EXPERIENCED LOCAL ATTORNEYS
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Promote YourselfPersonal Injury

Downtown Riverside

995511--668866--88884488
hbkistler@pacbell.net

LAW OFFICES OF

Har lan
B

Kist ler

• Automobile Accident
• Nursing Home Injuries
• Traumatic Brain Injuries
• Dog Bites
• Wrongful Death

RIVERSIDE INJURY LAWYERS FOR OVER 22 YEARS
Justice • Professionalism • Integrity

Call 951-368-9250 for more information

By advertising in the
Local Legal Service Directory,

your ad will be seen by nearly
765,000 readers in The Press-Enterprise
and our regional weekly newspapers.

legal servicelegal service
$199

5 days

$469
20 days

OR

Want to make sure your ad is seen byWant to make sure your ad is seen by
nearly 765,000 readers each week?nearly 765,000 readers each week?

Want to make sure your ad is seen by
nearly 765,000 readers each week?

Weekly deadline to place your ad is Tuesday
at noon. Call 951-368-9250 to place your ad.

year by one week.
At the same time, there
was $1.4 billion in state fund-
ing cuts for higher educa-
tion, prompting community
colleges and the Cal State
University and University of
California systems to in-
crease fees and tuition. And
state funding problems con-
tinue to threaten plans to
open a medical school at UC
Riverside, slated to have its
first four-year class of 50
medical students in 2013.
The Inland Empire has
one of the lowest college-go-
ing rates in the country,
ranking 94th out of 100 met-
ropolitan areas, according to
the Brookings Institute.
College graduates will be
in demand in the coming de-
cades, especially those with
critical thinking skills and
the ability to problem solve,
operate complex machinery
and perform higher math.
The region’s economic
health depends on raising
student achievement, econo-
mists and experts said.
Much of the effort to im-
prove education is aimed at
elementary,middle andhigh
schools, where emphasis is
placed on science, technolo-
gy, engineering andmath, or

STEM, subjects. School dis-
tricts across the region have
opened academies for STEM
education and other narrow-
ly focused subjects designed
to keep kids interested in
school.
And starting next year,
kindergarten age restric-
tions will kick in. The Kin-
dergarten Readiness Act of
2010 gradually moves the
cutoff date for a student’s
fifth birthday to start kin-
dergarten — to Sept. 1 by
2014.
Starting this year, dis-
tricts are required to start of-
fering transitional kinder-
garten to childrenwho turn 5
between Nov. 2 and Dec. 2.

CONTRIBUTED IMAGE
Naval Surface Warfare Center Corona Division engineer
Erika Garcia, right, directs students in use of a Ground
Tracking System during the 12th annual Science Technology
Education Partnership Conference in October.
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stance of kidnapping, he
could face the death penalty.
Court records donot indicate
if prosecutors have made a
decision. Norma’s family has
said they would prefer a life
in prison sentence if Perez
Torres is convicted.
His next hearing is Friday.
No trial date has been set.
In the Green case, the
question of where he will be
triedwill be the first issue for
him in 2012.
Defense attorneys have

filed papers arguing that pre-
trial publicity about Green
has made it impossible for
him to receive a fair trial in
Riverside County.
SuperiorCourt Judge Jean
Pfeiffer Leonard set a Feb. 10
hearing for arguments on
that motion. Trial is current-

ly set for March 19.
Green, a parolee, was ar-

rested 46 hours after Bona-
minio, 27, died during a late-
night foot chase on Nov. 7,
2010, along the edge of River-
side's Fairmount Park.
Bonaminio hadpulled over
a tractor-trailer rig that had
been reported in a hit-and-
run accident a few minutes
before.
The driver fled and Bona-

minio left his patrol car and
ran after him, then slipped
and fell on wet pavement
where he was attacked and
slain, a preliminary hearing
witness testified.

MARK ZALESKI/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Jesse Perez Torres is charged with the murder of Moreno Valley teen Norma Lopez.

STAN LIM/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Joe Bonaminio, father of Ryan Bonaminio, stands next to a
portrait of his son as he listens to a news conference.

CONTRIBUTED IMAGE
Earl Ellis Green, 44, a parolee,
is charged with the slaying of
Riverside Police Officer Ryan
Bonaminio.
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