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many weeks failed in their attempt to get news of him.

On the 14th the German pilots evidently did Ettle flving, for none of
our patrols succeeded in gaining contact with the enemy, though one
Boche formation was observed over Metz. Lt. Wright attacked a
German sausage, but did not succeed in firing it, largely because his
eleven millimeter gun jammed after a hundred rounds.

The following day, September 15th, gave us a change to add one
more Hun to the list of our victories. In the late afternoon, a patrol of
ten of our machines encountered about eight enemy planes. A general
Melee ensued, during which one Boche went down in a vrille, and was
later confirmed and credited to Lts. Wright and Lindsley. The rest of the
Fokkers, who had the advantage in altitude on our planes, hurried off
towards Metz when more Spads dove out of the sun towards the fight.

At about 13 o'clock on September 16th, Lts. Wright and Lindsley

found a German bi-place hovering over Pont-a-Mousson at about 3000
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meters. They attacked and drove the observation plane down to about
300 meters, though Lt. Wright's guns jammed continually and Lt.
Lindsley had a bullet in his motor. The German plane seemed to be
badly damaged, but our pilots, unable to report that it had come down
behind our lines, were properly disgusted. Lindsley was forced to land
not far from the fight, and Wright came home cursing the Armament
officer, the Kaiser, and all his friends. Perhaps his display of righteous
indignation did the trick, for several days later the report reached us
that the bi-place had landed in our lines, and that both observer and
pilot were taken prisoner. Confirmation and official credit soon
followed, bringing our score up to eight official planes.

20th Aero Squadron

The Squadron moved to the Aerodrome at Amanty, Meuse, to join
the First Day Bombardment Group, September 7th, 1918. With
the beginning of the St. Mihiel Offensive several planes were detached
for special service. At this time it was believed that the squadron was
to be used as a biplane pursuit organization, and no bombs were on
hand for the use of it or the other Liberty squadrons on the field.

On the evening of September 13th, 1918, orders were issued for the
Liberty Squadrons to bomb Conflans the following day. All that night
the Squadron's trucks hauled bombs from the depot at Colombey-
les-Belles. In the early hours of the morning the armorers were
bombing the planes. By daylight the 20th Squadron had been trans-
formed into a bombing squadron, and was ready to carry out orders
issued to it less than 12 hours before.

That morning the squadron made its maiden raid, and since it was
the first off the field, it achieved the distinction of being the First
squadron of American built planes to drop bombs on the enemy.

The conditions under which the squadron began operations were
far from ideal. With the exception of the Commanding Officer, none
of the Pilots or Observers had ever been over the lines. Some of them
had never flown in Liberty Planes, and none of them had any oppor-
tunity of learning what effect bombs had on the handling of the ships.
As a result, 1st Lieut. C. G. Stephens, (Pilot) sacrificed his life in taking
off on one of the first raids. As he was leaving the field on his first
flight, his plane went into a stall, side-slipped and crashed. His
Observer, 1st Lieut. J. J. Louis was severely injured. In spite of these
adverse conditions the squadron made eight raids during the first
three days of operations. Its Commanding Officer, Capt. C. G. Sellers,
led seven of these eight raids in person,
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It was during this period of the Squadron’s history that Capt. Sellers
performed a deed of courage which confirmed the wisdom of the men
who made him Commanding Officer and which served to inspire his
men during later days when the squadron’s mounting casualty list
gave them no hope of surviving the winter.

On September 15th he left with a formation of six planes to bomb
the Railroad Yards of Conflans. Motor trouble due largely to the
excessive strain put upon the planes in the earlier days of the offensive
caused all but Captain Sellers to drop out and turn back before the
lines were reached. When he reached enemy territory he found himself
alone. Although he and his observer, 1st Lieut. K. C. Payne, knew
from experience that the bombing plane which crosses the lines alone
faces almost insuperable odds, he elected to try for the Objective
without support and his observer smiled assent. The story of this raid
by a lone plane is now a tradition of which the Squadron is proud.
Four Fokkers were met and driven off in the dash for the important
railroad center. The bombs were dropped on the objective. Three
more enemy planes were met and driven off on the return to our lines,
and the lone plane, riddled with enemy shots, finally reached its
field. For this exploit, Captain Sellers and Lieut. Payne were awarded
the Distinguished Service Cross.

Such utter disregard for personal danger proved to be contagious.
The following day Lieut. John Y. Stokes, Jr., performed a deed of
such distinguished gallantry that when he was recommended for the
Distinguished Service Cross, his recommendation was returned by
special courier with the suggestion that his action probably qualified
him for the Medal of Honor and that he should be recommended for
that coveted decoration.

Lieut. Stokes was teamed as Observer with Lieut. A. F. Seaver and
they flew a formation, which had Etain as its objective. As on the day
before various mishaps caused all but one plane to retire before the
lines were reached. This one plane was that of Lieut. Seaver and Lieut,
Stokes. Instead of turning back they joined a formation of the 11th
squadron and crossed into enemy territory. Before the objective was
reached their plane was struck by anti-aircraft explosives, thrown out
of control and into a vrille. Although out of control and with a badly
missing engine which was forcing them to fall away from the protection
of the squadron, they proceeded to the objective and dropped their
bombs. By this time their motor had stopped entirely. They were then
attacked by an enemy combat plane, but by diving with a dead
propeller and with the continuous firing . . . [on] the enemy plane
[Lieut. Stokes] crashed in the tree tops of a forest [within Allied lines].

Aerial view of the railroad yards at Conflans,
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—499—

First Day Bombardment Group

completed its organization and began operations under its own gro
commander on September 12, 1918, Prior to this date the 96th £
Squadron had been operating independently, equipped with F
planes of the Breguet type. The other three squadrons, the 11th,
and 166th were in course of equipment with American-built p
the DeHaviland-4 type, but only the 96th, 11th and 20th were ready
for work at the opening of the St. Mihiel offensive. .

The most effective work at the outset was done by the 96th by
virtue of its experience, the completeness of its equipment and |
comparative immunity of the Breguet plane under enemy aircraft
but the other squadrons also achieved a high degree of efficiency
practice and the perfection of materiel.

The operations during this offensive were conducted from the
airdrome at Amanty. Flying was made difficult and the quality
flying field was impaired by the incessant bad weather. Propellers
broken in attempting to take off, visibility was poor, high flying
impossible, and close formations difficult.

In expectation of the attack great concentrations of enemy air
had apparently been made in this sector. As previous experience
the sector did not warrant the expectation of such formidable
resistance as was afterwards met there were great losses on
in attempting expeditions with small formations and without
from pursuit planes.

........................................................
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—500—

First Pursuit Wing.*

On August 26th, 1918 the elements of the First Pursuit Wing
completed their organizational training and the Wing was formed
comprising the Second Pursuit Group, commanded by Lieutenant
Colonel Davenport Johnson, which contained the 13th, 22nd, 49th
and 139th Aero Service Squadrons, the Third Pursuit Group,
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel William Thaw, which contained
the 28th, 93rd, 103rd, and 213th Aero Service Squadrons, and the
First Day Bombardment Group which, at the time of the organization
of the Wing was commanded by Major J. L. Dunsworth and
comprised only the 96th Aero Squadron as a functioning organization.
The 11th and 20th Aero Squadrons joined the Group on September
11th and the 166th Aero Squadron on September 23rd.

On August 26th, the First Army was still completing its move from
the sector north of Chateau-Thierry to the St. Mihiel salient. The
importance of the circulation on the roads in our rear areas together
with the necessity of not showing strength over the lines laid upon the
Wing the difficult task of attempting to prevent aerial photography
by the enemy without ever crossing our lines.

The principles employed in this period were laid down in Operations
Memaorandum Number 3, Headquarters, First Pursuit Wing, August
29th, 1918, Paragraphs #4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10.* Especial attention is
invited to this Memorandum as a document giving the lessons learned
by American Pursuit Aviation in the Operations in the Chateau-
Thierry Area in July.

The Second Pursuit Group was stationed on the Toul Airdrome, 5
kilometers northeast of Toul on the Toul-Dieulouard road. The Third
Pursuit Group was stationed on Vancouleurs Airdrome Mo. 1, 3 kilos
MN.W. of Vancouleurs on Vancouleurs-Commercy road. The First Day
Bombardment Group was stationed on the Amanty airdrome on the
Gondrecourt—Maxey-sur-Vaise road.

The sector assigned to the First Pursuit Wing was as given in
Paragraph 1, Operations Order No. 1, Headquarters, First Pursuit
Wing, August 29th 1918 and was modified from time to time as shown
in Paragraph 1, of subsequent operations orders.

The methods employed to prevent enemy reconnaissance are laid
down in Paragraph 2 of the various operations orders. Special attention
is invited to Paragraph 2, Operations Order Number 3, Paragraph 2,
Operations Order Number 5, Paragraph 2, Operations Order Mumber 6.5

On September 10th, Groupe de Combat 16, commanded by
Captaine Meni of the French Army reported to the Wing Commander
for duty. This placed a total of approximately 275 Pursuit Airplanes at
the disposal of the Wing Commander, of which he should count upon
between 160 and 170 being in commission. . . .
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The atmospheric conditions of September 10th, 11th and 12th u
most unfavorable for aviation. High winds, low clouds and intermitt
rain prevailed at all times. On September 11th, however, despite
very unfavorable weather conditions Lieutenants Freeman, Este,
Schoen, Pointer, Hambleton, flying in the downpour, made i
reconnaissances of the salient as deep as Vigneulles and Thiaucg
determining upon orders of the Army the facts that the enemy
preparing to withdraw from the salient but that he had not alre
withdrew. These flights, made in the face of the most adverse we;
conditions imaginable and at an altitude of 400 meters or lessin.
of heavy anti-aircraft machine gun fire deserve special mention ne
only on account of the danger entailed but because of the value
information secured.

On September 12th, 1918 at 5 h 00 the First Army comme
wiping out of the St. Mihiel salient. Throughout the day there
high winds and rain fell intermittently. The Third Pursuit Group
just received its equipment of bombs and bomb-dropping devi
St. Mihiel operations afforded an ideal opportunity for their e
ment. All the enemy’s guns and wagons in the point of the salie
found themselves compelled to retire over the Vigneulles—Cha
and the Vigneulles—5t. Benoit roads. On these roads traffic
constantly thrown into confusion by our bombing and machine
attacks, and by the destruction of four motor trucks on which
hits were observed and which then blocked this forced point of
passage on line of the enemy’s retreat. |

Captaine Meni of G. C. 16 personally made a low visual A
reconnaissance in the area of Montsec and LeMont and brought bas
the first information of the taking of these commanding heights
American Troops.

Liberty D.H. 4 airplanes of the 11th and 20th Aero Squadrons
had arrived at the First Day Bombardment Group within
hours cooperated with the Second Pursuit Group in the prote
patrols of the sector.

The 96th Aero Squadron bombed the retreating enemy troo
a low altitude and inflicted damage. 1st Lieutenant Gundelach an
Lieutenant Way, the bombing team of this squadron which had
most of the squadron’s raids during the months of organizational
training from July to September, were killed when their plane cras
while the pilot was attempting a forced landing in the rain.

Simultaneously with our Army’s attack on September 12th
enemy concentrated his Air Service in force on our front, Befo
September 12th enemy Pursuit patrols of more than six planes
but rarely encountered, and when encountered it was almost invari
by our Day Bombardment Airplanes, deep in the enemy lines,
attacking Longuyon, Conflans, Spincourt or Dommary-Baroncourt
On the morning of September 13th two patrols of 15 Fokkers wer
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encountered by our pilots or those from Escadre No. 1 of the French
Army.

Throughout the advance of our infantry, from hour to hour, its
progress was followed through direct reports of our pilots, reports
from the Corps Air Service, reports from the Corps Observation
Wing, whose offices adjoined those of the First Pursuit Wing Head-
quarters, and reports from Escadre No. 1, of the French Army. In this
connection mention is made of the work of Captain LeMaignon,
tactical assistant to Commandant Menard who commanded Escadre
No. 1. This Officer who had fought as a cavalryman in this sector in
1914 assisted materially in the selection of profitable bombing
objectives for our pursuit planes through his knowledge of the roads
and terrain in the salient.

By September 12th at shortly after midnight infantry patrols from
the south and those from the east met near Vigneulles. 5till the enemy
was in retreat. The Chambley—Mars-la-Tour road was jammed with
his reinforcements coming up and his wagons retreating. The Third
Pursuit Group made five expeditions bombing and harassing with
machine guns these ground elements while the Second Pursuit Group
assisted by two-seated D.H. 4's from the 11th and 20th Squadrons
maintained protective patrols of the sector. In the course of these
patrols Lieutenant D. H. Putman, 139th Aero Squadron, Second Pur-
suit Group was shot through the heart and brought down near Limey in
combat with & Fokkers. In his last fight he brought down an enemy
plane before he was killed. At the time of his death Lieutenant Putman
was leading American pilot in number of enemy air-craft brought down.

By September 14th the weather cleared. At once the indications
that this sector would no longer be a quiet one in the air, which had
appeared the day before, were confirmed. Our dispositions
immediately took the form of employing shock action to meet and
defeat the enemy reinforcements in the air. Patrols of a minimum
strength of one squadron were employed where before we had found
that patrols of a single flight would suffice to cope with the enemy's
formations.

P
24th Aero Squadron

... On August 22nd . . . the squadron moved to Gondreville, Dept.
Muerthe et Moselle, becoming part of the 1st Army Observation
Group, commanded by Major John N. Reynolds. At this place Salmson
2A2 airplanes and other supplies were secured necessary for field
service and pilots and observers were assigned. On September 1st, 1st
Lieut. Maury Hill took command of the Squadron and 12 days after-
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ward on the morning of September 12th, which was incidentally the
first day of the St. Mihiel drive, 1st Lieut, Maury Hill as pilot and 1st
Lieut. John W. Cousins, operations Officer as observer made the first
service flight over the enemy lines.
During the ten days following the first service flight, the days d
which the First Army was completing the St. Mihiel operation, '
straightening its lines and repelling hostile counter attacks, the squad-
ron made a total of 13 Service flights, some of them in formations of th
91st Aero Squadron, but most of them 24th formations. On Septemk
15th, in the course of one of these flights, 2nd Lt. Roe E. Wells, pilot
and 2nd Lt. Albert W. Swinebread, Observer, had the distinction of 8
bringing down in combat the first enemy plane with which the squad-
ron is officially credited. It was during these days, too, that the sa
ron experienced its first losses, 1st Lt. John J. Goodfellow, pilot, 2
Ist Lt. Elliot M. Durand, Jr., observer, being reported missing after
combat with enemy chasse on Sept. 14th, and 1st Lt. William L. B
field, pilot and 1st Lt. Arthur L. Clark, observer, missed on Sept. 1
and some weeks later discovered to be prisoners in Germany. As
whole, however, this period was invaluable to the squadron, giving |
pilots and observers experience in meeting actual conditions over
lines and as well laying foundations for the necessary team work
tween pilots and their observers and between the pilots in the va
flights. It was at this time that permanent flight organizations were
fected, the Squadron being divided into three flights, A, B, C, with 1st
Lt. Raymond P. Dillon, 2nd Lt. Roe E. Wells, and 1st Lt. Walter J,
Smith, respectively, in command as flight leaders.

—502—
91st Aero Squadron

On the 5th [of September] Major Reynolds announced that he had
been placed in command of the First Army Observation Group,of
which the 91st, 24th, and 9th were to be members. . . . :

The work that had been going on since our arrival at the front was not
[now] about completed. Our whole sector had been photograph
rephotographed at intervals of two weeks. Dumps and strategic
and allinformation of value for an attacking army, had been noted 2
tabulated, when on the 11th of September came the news that the
Squadron had been awaiting for some time.

The Major announced to us that evening that the first all-2
push was to start the next morning with a terrific artillery prep:
followed by the “doughboy’s” rush over the top at daybreak in
attempt to wipe out the famous St. Mihiel salient. All night long g
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1st Lt. Everett R. Cook, Commanding Officer, 915t Aero Squadron.

quns kept up their work and the first missions over in the morning
reported that the whole front from Pont-a-Mousson to 5t. Mihiel wason
fire.

Worse flying weather can hardly be imagined than that in which we
flew during the 12th, 13thand 14th, the three main days of the attack,
but missions left and returned with their informations on a regular
schedule interrupted only by an occasional shower of driving rain.
Missions were constantly carried out from altitudes varying between fifty
to ane hundred meters far over the enemy lines in an endeavor to get
the information asked for; and even darkness did not stop the flying,
missions searching for enemy batteries, going out in the evening of the
12th and 13th, and returning by the aid of flares long after dark. On
account of the low clouds it was almost impossible to keep formations
together, but in every case when a ship became separated from the
others, it went over the course and performed the mission, most of the
time flying through the clouds, and coming back into them whenever
the fire from the ground became too hot, or whenever the enemy
chasse attacked them. On the 13th Lts. Diekema and Hammond flew to
Mars-la-Tour, then over to Gorze and back to Chambley, at no time
being over two hundred meters up. At the same time Lt. Strahmand
Capt. Wallis while on a mission just south of Metz were attacked by a
Fokker at about 800 meters altitude. About seventy-five rounds from
Captain Wallis pair of Lewis guns, however, sufficed and the enemy
machine crashed near Orly Ferme, making the second official Bosche
for this team.

The operations of the 14th cost the Squadron another of its old
teams. Lt. Hughey and Capt. Roper went out on a visual mission early in
the morning and to this day nothing has been heard from them. The
Archies gave Coles, one of the new men, achance to distinguish
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Maj. Martin F. Scanlon.

himself. One of the shell bursts tore off half of both lower wings;
although the plane became almost unmanageable Lt. Coles managed to
bring the plane back to the field and make a good landing. For his first
trip over the lines, his coolness was remarkable; his first remark on
landing being: “How long will it take to put another pair of wings on?1
like to fly that boat; she handles so well.” Lt. Strahm and Captain Wallis
had a combat with six red-nosed Pfalz, and Captain Tabachnik had his
machine guns shot out of his hands during another fight, while “Tom"
Jervey and Guilbert fought off eighteen Fokkers in a running fight all
the way from Conflans to St. Mihiel,

Two more official Boche were added to the Squadron list on the 15th,
The first Flight started out on a photographic mission from Gorze
north, but had barely started taking pictures when the formation of four
was attacked by six Pfalz scouts. Two of them dove for Coles’ ship
which was flying as protection in the rear, and at first burst a machine
gun bullet pierced his neck, forcing him to make for the line as he
wanted to land the observer safely before he fainted from loss of blood,
The other three jumped on Kenney's machine, but his observer, N
Bedham, who had just jumped up in the cock-pit from taking pictures,
poured a few bursts into one of the enemy machines, sending him down
in flames.

Kenney's ship, however, was badly shot up, one of the elevators
being almost off, so he turned back toward the field. In spite of thus ;
losing the rest of the flight, Lts. Diekema and Hammond climbed bz
to regain the altitude lost during the combat and continued on their
mission, which was accomplished without further attack, although
several formations of enemy planes were seen araund them.

At almost the same time the second Flight encountered six more Pfal;
just south of Briey, and during the combat the ship piloted by Powell
with a new man in the rear seat—Schricker—brought down one of
opposing planes, That evening the doctors at the hospital where
had been taken gave out the welcome news that he would probably b
out of the game only about six weeks.

During the afternoon a mission was called for to go on a visual [
reconnaissance to Diedenhofen. Major Scanlon volunteered as every
other pilot was on some other mission at the time, and took alongas
observer Lt. Lawson, still weak from his wound but anxious to work,
They penetrated the enemy territory to a distance of 75 kilometers,
being constantly under “Archies” fire except when the Boche ap-
peared. In the latter case they dove into clouds, emerging as soonas
they had shaken off the pursuit. The flight was not only a spectacular
one, but much valuable information was brought back.

Heavy rain put an end to our flying the next day, and in the evening
we received word that the drive was off until further orders. . . .
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Men of the 10th Balloon Company operate a winch to control balloon ascension.

— 509 —
10th Balloon Company.”

One A.M. September twelfth the big St. Mihiel drive began, the
American method of celebrating General Pershing’s birthday.® A high
wind was blowing and storms threatening. The artillery were calling for
balloon observations, Headquarters wanted information as to enemy
movements so in spite of weather the company endeavored to put up
the balloon. Lieutenants Likens and Boyd started to go up. The balloon
had hardly left the ground, probably had reached seventy five meters,
when a strong gust of wind caught the balloon and crashed itinto the
ground, a beautiful nose dive right into the trees. One minute later there
Wwas nothing but torn balloon fabric draped over the trees. Lieutenant
Likens managed to escape without injury, but Lieutenant Boyd was
severely and permanently injured; he was sent to the hospital and later
from there back to the States.
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That same afternoon another balloon was inflated and ready for
action. Next day the company moved forward to keep up with the army
which was advancing as fast as the enemy were retreating. The night of
the thirteenth the company camped in the woods at Bois dela Hazelle
between Bernecourt and Flirey. Next night the company moved
forward again this time to a position just north of Flirey. A beautiful
moon lit up the road and the country for miles around. But traveling
was slow, the road was congested for miles. Forward fifty meters, then
stop. The balloon was flying at a low altitude, perfectly visible in the
moon light and a wonderful target for night bombers. Several times the
Boche planes came close to the roads. The balloon was hauled down
and held close to the ground to prevent detection by the Boche;
evervone held their breaths until the plane passed over for it did not
seem possible that the pilot could miss seeing the balloon, the big white
sausage sitting on the road: if it had been located it would have meant
sure bombing from the planes. However, the company and the balloon
reached the new camp without mishap. On the following afternoon the
company again moved to position about one kilometer north of that
held the day before. The new camp was in the Bois des Ramparte about
two kilometers south of Essey. During the few days that the company
was in position at this place they had two very successful regalages with
French Artillery, one on a railroad station and the other on a cross road
where traffic was assembled, besides securing much valuable
information for the infantry and artillery concerning enemy movements.

—504—
11th Balloon Company

The company first made its entry into the line on August 29th, north
of Toul. The Balloon Bed and camp were located near Gezoncourt.
The Balloon was assigned to the Army Artillery to observe for 1st Heavy
Artillery Grouping, First Army.

This grouping commenced firing at 2 A M. on September 12th and
did not fire after 7 A.M. the same date, so that all artillery observation
work was performed for Corps and Divisional Artillery. This firing was
principally on villages inhabitated by the enemy and upon frequented
roads. A great deal of valuable information relative to enemy activity
was furnished to the General Staff.

The initial flight was made at 6:05 A.M. on September 12th at
Gezoncourt. The Company moved 8 kilometers north of Mamey
following the advance on September 14th. On September 15th at 12:25
P.M. the balloon was attacked by a Fokker plane, fifty six bullets
entering envelope but same did not burn. . . .
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W

t Balloon Company

Our next move took us to our new position on the St. Mihiel front.
m August 23rd, to the 29th, the company lay on reserve in the

, one and one half kilometers east of Tremblecourt . . . MNothing
e happened during this period with the exception that the

any perfected the new formation for balloon handling.

Sixth Balloon Company turned over their inflated balloon and
5 to us on the 29th of August. A trial flight was made in the
son. The company also moved into barracks—our first since
at. Visibility was very good the next day and the balloon was in
the whole day. The next four days were cloudy and rainy, and
lloon did nothing more than test the visibility. . . .
balloon ascended at 6:15 A.M. on September 3rd., with Lieut.
Anderson in the basket. At 9:35 A.M. the balloon was attacked
‘burned, by an enemy avion. The observer jumped, and landed

From Sept. 4th to the 11th, there were no ascensions made,
 to poor visibility; but the company was busy at our advanced bed,
n telephone lines.

September 12th, the company was in readiness to move at 2:00
, but could not do so on account of traffic and road conditions.
moved forward at 6:45 AM., September 13th., and camped for
night at a point four kilometers east of Limey, on the Limey—

road. The balloon ascended at 6:55 A.M. on September 15th,
Lieut. Frank R. Barton in the basket. At 12:22 the balloon was
cked and burned by an enemy plane. The observer jumped, and
safely. The plane was seen to land out of control inside our
s. Credit for this plane was claimed by our machine gunners. A
balloon was received in the afternoon, and was fully inflated by
50 P.M. The balloon was in ascension from 6:30 A.M. on Sept. 16th.,
5 6:27 P.M. The three following days were rainy and cloudy, and the
company kept in out of the weather,

Loha
2d Balloon Company

" Duringthe St. Mihiel drive there were no unusual occurrences except
 the balloon being ordered to a position three kilometers from the front
' 50 that it would be prepared to be in ascension on the morning of the
attack. With adverse weather conditions and high wind the balloon

was maneuvered over obstacles of all sorts and seemingly impossible
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roads, it arrived at the front in good condition and was ready for duty,
Adter this move the Signal Corps realized what it meant for a Balloor
Company to maneuver its balloon over lines in a high wind, marking
the eve of their crossing roads on which a balloon may be maneuve ed
with “let down” wires, thus avoiding any repetition of the tearing
down of wires experienced on the eve of the St. Mihiel drive.

—507—
5th Balloon Company

On September 8th, the Company was transferred to the First Arm
Corps, First American Army, with Lieut. McFarland commanding th
Corps balloons and was ordered to the vicinity of Dieulouvard, near
Pont-a-Mousson, where a position was to be established but no
ascensions were to be made until the day of the attack. The Co
was the Corps Balloon for the First Army Corps, First Army. B
daybreak on the day of the attack, the balloon ascended and in
of a violent storm remained in ascension for four hours, and du
the afternoon another attempt was made to work but it was found
be impossible. However, during the second and third day consid
time was spent in the air and much information was obtained. O
third day of the attack, September 14th, the balloon was attac!
and burned while adjusting fire at a distance of 26 kilometers on tF
railroad bridge directly west of Metz. 1st Lt. Maurice R. Smith a
Lt. Joseph M. Fox jumped and landed safely. Corporal Coakley, at
great risk of injury, succeeded in saving the balloon basket. . . . L

—508—
42d Balloon Company

The 42nd Balloon Company arrived in Toul, September 2nd, 1
porting to Commanding Officer, Balloon Wing, First Army C
duty. The company took its station for the operation at Ville
the sector of the 82nd Division, during the night of September St

Orders prevented the balloon making ascensions until the D
to avoid giving the enemy evidence of unusual activity. The
Sept. 5-11, was spent in the construction of a balloon em)
establishment of telephone communications with the int
centers of the 82nd and 90th Divisions, and the First Army
and with the Artillery operating in the sector. The obse
flights with the 11th Balloon Company, to become acqu:
the terrain.
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Pursuant to orders from Wing Commander, the balloon was in-
flated during the night of September 10th. Faulty rigging was adjusted
September 11th, preparatory to commencement of operations. On
the trial flight, September 12th, the balloon was damaged by a tear in
the fabric of the rudder. High winds and cloudy weather prevented
further ascension during the day, During the period September 13th
to 20th, inclusive, the balloon was kept in the air when weather con-
ditions permitted, the observers keeping the enemy areas under scru-
tiny, reporting movements, hostile batteries, conflagations, effect of
shell fire, etc., to Division and Corps Intelligence centers. In accord-
ance with specific requests, hourly, reports on observations on cer-
tain areas were rendered to the 82nd Division. An adjustment was
made with the 319th Field Artillery. . . .

.. . The recent enemy positions were located at a distance of
approximately five kilometers. Observations were made, up to a dis-
tance of twenty five kilometers. The Division lines not changing, no
movement was made by the company during the operations.

The company suffered but one casualty, a member of the telephone
detail, gassed while repairing lines. No damage was done to the
Balloon by acts of the enemy.

—509—
I Corps Balloon Wing

At the beginning of the St. Mihiel offensive, the Balloon Wing, First
Army Corps was stationed at Saizerais, with the following companies
in line: First, Second, Fifty and Forty-Second Balloon Companies.

The First Balloon Co., stationed at La Queue de Themard [?], was
assigned to the Second and Fifth Divisions. [ts mission was to make
general surveillance and visual reconnaissance of the divisional areas,
the spotting of enemy batteries, and the adjusting and control of the
divisional artillery.

The Second Balloon Company, stationed at Bois de Remenauville,
was given a special mission, as advance surveillance balloon. It was
ordered to maneuver to a point within four kilometers of the line, the
night before the attack. Its duties were to report directly to the First
Army Corps, message center, the progress of operations on the
whole Corps front. It was to spot all enemy batteries and report the
activity of the enemy artillery. It was also ordered to follow closely
the progress of our infantry and tanks.

The Fifth Balloon Co., stationed at Bois de Cute, was assigned to
Corps Heavy Artillery for all aerostation duties connected with
adjustment, control of fire, and surveillance of enemy artillery.
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The Forty-Second Balloon Co., stationed at Ville-au-Val, was
assigned to the Eighty-Second and Nintieth Divisions for all aerosta-
tion duties, including general surveillance of divisional areas, visual
reconnaissance, spotting of enemy batteries, and adjustment and
control of fire. It was also ordered to be especially watchful for all
enemy troop movements by road or rail in the vicinity of Metz.
In order that an efficient liaison might be continually maintained
between the balloons and the divisional artillery with which they wer
working, an observer was sent from each company to the divisionz
artillery headquarters, and kept on continuous duty there during the
hours of daylight. The Balloon Wing Commander ordered the L
companies to ascend at dawn the morning of the attack, and to
main in the air during the hours of daylight, weather and visibility X
mitting. Unfortunately visibility was so poor on the morning of
September 12th that observation was impossible. The same was trus
of the following day, although late in the afternoon of the 13th the f
Second Balloon Co. ascended and observed on our artillery fire.
On the morning of the 14th the Fifth Balloon Company asce
dawn and reported on enemy artillery, enemy aeronautic activity.
friendly shell fire. At 8:45 A.M. they were attacked and burned b
enemy plane. The observers, Lieut. Smith and Fox, jumped and
landed safely. The Second and Forty-Second Companies were in. 4
ascension throughout the day, making excellent reports on el
activity and shell fire, but no adjustment of artillery was possi
allied plane, flying at a low altitude, hit the cable of the Second
Co. a short distance below the warning cone, and crashed to i
ground not far from the winch position, killing both pilot and
On September 15th all the companies of the Wing were in
sion, giving lengthy reports on general observations, covering e
movements, hostile and friendly fire. The Second Balloon Co.
two successful adjustments for the corps Heavy Artillery. The
Balloon Company reported the burning of three enemy balloe
made two adjustments. At noon of this day the balloons of the 1s
2nd Companies were attacked and burned by an enemy plane.
observers jumped and landed normally.

On the 16th, the Fifth Balloon Co. spotted five enemy ba
and made two adjustments of fire. The Second Company ma
adjustments, all the companies making excellent reports on g
observations.
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I Corps Air Service

On 11 Sept. 1918, the 1st Army Corps of the 1st American Army
held a 19 kilometer sector from Limey to Port-sur-Seille with five
divisions at its disposal. The 82nd Division held the sector from
Port-sur-Seille to Bois-le-Pretre, the 90th Division from the eastern
edge of Bois-le-Pretre to Mamey. The front line to the Corps boundary
at Limey was held by detachments of the 90th Division. The 5th and
9nd Divisions were deposited in depth behind these detachments, the
5th Division from Mamey to Remenauville, the 2nd Division from
Remenauville to Limey. The 78th Division was concentrated in rear as
Corps reserve.

The Air Service Units at the disposal of the 1st Army Corps were:

The Chief of Air Service and Staff at Saizerais.
1st Corps Observation Group:
Group Commander and Staff at Toul;
1st Aero Squadron at Toul;
12th Aero Squadron at Toul;
50th Aero Squadron at Bicqueley;
208th French Squadron at Bicqueley;
214th French Squadron at Bicqueley;
Flight “B" 648th Aero Supply Squadron at Toul;
1st Photo Section at Toul.
1st Corps Balloon Wing:
Balloon Wing Commander and Staff at Saizerais;
1st Balloon Co. at 369.670-224. 750;
2nd Balloon Co. at 374.870-228.650;
5th Balloon Co. at 377.800-229.450;
42nd Balloon Co. at 382.150-228.800.
Airdromes: Toul, Bicqueley, and Saizerais (advanced landing
field, no hangars).

The 1st Aero Squadron was assigned to 2nd Division, the 12th Aero
Squadron to the 5th Division and the 50th Aero Squadron to both the
90th and 82nd Divisions for all aviation duties, including visual
reconnaissance, surveillances, infantry contact patrols, adjustment
and control of fire of Division Artillery, alert planes for special missions
and photographic mission required by 1st Army Corps. The 208th and
214th French Squadrons were assigned to Corps Heavy Artillery for
all adjustments, counter battery work, control of fire, surveillance of
enemy artillery and alert planes for Corps Artillery Commander.

The following scheme of employment of the Air Service during the
contemplated offensive operations were submitted, approved, and
placed in effect on D day at H hour:
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Each Squadron was ordered to keep two planes constantly on the
alert from the half hour before dawn throughout the hours of daylight.

Squadrons assigned to Divisions would receive orders for missions
direct from the Division Commander—by telephone, radio, or special
courier—or through the C.A.S. 1st A.C. Missions for the Divisional
Artillery were to be ordered by the Divisional Artillery Commander
direct or through the Divisional Commander, or C.A.S., 1st A.C.

Each Squadron was ordered to keep a Liaison Officer at the
Headquarters of the Division to which it was assigned. This officer was
responsible for seeing that the orders for missions for the Divisions
were transmitted in the quickest possible way, and that the results
and reports of these missions were received at Division Headquarters
without delay. He was charged with keeping the C.A.S., 1st A.C. and
his Squadron Commander informed as far as possible in advance of
the air service requirements of the Division and the latest information
on the situation in possession of Division Headquarters.

Planes returning from missions of any kind were ordered to drop
messages giving full detailed reports of the results of the mission and
all information obtained by them, both on their Division P.C. and on
1st Army Corps P.C.

In principle each Squadron would keep a surveillance plane con-
stantly over its Divisional Sector of attack throughout the hours of
daylight. In the case of the 50th Squadron, which was assigned to two
Divisions, one plane was to combine the surveillance for both Divi-
sions. This plane was ordered to be in continual communication by
radio with Division P.C. and the Artillery Battalion assigned for fugitive
targets. Contact patrol planes and planes on special missions for
Division Commander were to be sent out as prearranged with the
Division Commander or as ordered by him. Artillery adjustment
planes were sent out as ordered by Division Artillery Commander.

The Squadrons assigned to Heavy Artillery, 1st Army Corps, would,
beginning on D day, keep two planes constantly on the alert from one
half hour before dawn throughout the hours of daylight. One surveil-
lance plane was to be kept constantly over the Corps Sector of attack
throughout the hours of davlight, this plane to be in continual commu-
nication by radio with the 1st Army Corps P.C. and Corps Heavy
Artillery counter battery and fugitive target batteries.

Command planes and other planes on special missions were to be
sent out by the 12th Aero Squadron when ordered by the Corps
Commander. All planes were to drop messages on 1st Army Corps
P.C. upon returning from these missions and whengver any observer
had impertant and urgent information which should be reported in
person to the Corps General Staff, he was ordered to land at the
advanced field at Saizerais and proceed by motorcycle side car pro-
vided by C.A.S., 1st Army Corps, for the purpose, to so report in per-
son at once to the Chief of Staff, or assistant Chief of Staff, G-2.
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e office of the C.A.S., 1st A.C. would be maintained at Head-
5 1st A.C. An officer would be kept on duty throughout the 24
of the day during active operations. A liaison Officer would also
ed at 1st A.C. message center throughout the hours of

fice of the Group Commander, 1st Observation Group, would
ined on the Toul Airdrome. An officer was ordered to be on
ghout the 24 hours of the day during active operations.

1st Balloon Co. was assigned to the 2nd Division and the 5th
for all aerostation duties, including surveillance and visual

aissance of Division Sector, spotting of enemy batteries and

ent and control of fire of Division Artillery. The 2nd Balloon

s assigned to Headquarters 1st A.C. as Advanced surveillance

This balloon was ordered to be maneuvered very close up to

t of attack (within 4000 M.) during the night previous to the

It would maintain a direct line to the 1st A.C. Message Center,

uld keep the General Staff continually informed as to the

s of operation. Although reporting all enemy batteries in action

id where there fire was falling, and where our own fire was falling, this

on would not attempt to adjust or control artillery fire but would
rate on surveillance of the whole sector and follow the course

erations of our infantry and tanks. This balloon was ordered to

to Headquarters 90th Division after reporting to Corps, anything

it might particularly affect the 90th Division or concern its sector of

The 5th Balloon Co. was assigned to Corps Heawy Artillery,

Arm-y Corps, for all aerostation duties connected with adjustment,

ol of fire and surveillance of enemy artillery for Corps Heawy Ar-

, and the 42nd Balloon Co. was assigned to both the 82nd and

i Drﬂmuhrmmﬂmmmdmmdrmmmuf&uﬂmn

, spotting of enemy batteries adjustment and control of fire of

on Artillery. This Company was ordered also to pay special atten-

mthewualrecummmufthmwsbackmmthe

ection of Metz, especially with the view of spotting any important

troop movements by roads or rail in this direction.

. Balloons assigned to Divisions would receive orders direct from
‘their Division Commander by telephone, radio or special courier, or

from the C.A.S., 1st A.C. or from the Balloon Wing Commander. Mis-

sions for Divisional Artillery would be ordered by Divisional Artillery

ander direct or through the Division Commander or Balloon

Winngnmandu Balloons assigned to Corps Heawy Artillery would

‘receive orders direct from the Commanding General, Corps Heavy

Artillery, or through the Balloon Wing Commander.

During active operations all balloons were to ascend at dawn,

‘weather conditions permitting, and would remain constantly in

‘ascension whenever observation was possible. Special orders
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cﬁmmeming night ascensions were to be issued in the office C.A.5., 1st
£

During active operations, each Balloon Company assigned to a
Division would keep one officer constantly at Division Headquarters
or at the Division Artillery Headquarters. Balloon Companies assigned
to Corps Heavy Artillery were ordered to keep an officer constantly at
Headquarters Corps Heawvy Artillery.

The Air Service Units of the 1st Army corps were thus assigned,
duties allotted and everything in readiness for the contemplated
offensive.

In accordance with Field Order No. 49, 1st Army Corps, dated 11
Sept. 1918, the 1st Army Corps attacked the enemy positions on its
front from Limey to Fey-en-Haye. Artillery preparation for the attack
began at 1H:00, 12 Sept. 1918. The infantry attack began at 5H:00, 12
Sept. 1918, and advanced according to schedule to the 1st Phase
Line. Resistance for the most part was very weak and ineffective and
at 18H:00, 12 Sept. 1918, all Divisions, 1st A.C. had reached the Army
Ohbjective.

Due to intermittent rain, low clouds and poor oblique visibility,
reconnaissance by aeroplanes was extremely difficult and on the
whole only partially successful during the day. However during the first
day's operations a total of 13 successful reconnaissance missions was
attained. Four additional missions were successful because of combats
with enemy formations. Two photographic missions were successful
notwithstanding the fact that they were repeatedly attacked by hostile
formations, and that weather conditions made photography extremely
difficult. Three successful and one unsuccessful infantry contact patrols
were carried out with the 2nd Division, one successful and one
unsuccessful with the 5th Division and two unsuccessful with the 90th
Division. The failure in infantry contact patrols being for the most part
due to the fact that the infantry failed to display their panels or as
happened in one case where the infantry was advancing in a wood
and panels, tho displayed, were not visible. Eight Artillery surveillance
and adjustment missions were dispatched, 6 of which were successful.
During the day a total of 35 sorties were made with a total service time
of 46 hrs. 39 min. Eight combats were reported with four casualties,
two of our planes having failed to return and two being forced to land
within our lines.

Four ascensions were made by the Balloon Companies with negli-
gible results because of the poor oblique visibility, 8 hrs. 02 min. only
were spent in the air.

The second day of the operations, 13 Sept. 1918, was governed by
Field Orders No. 51, 1st A.C., which provided for the organization of
the positions of the 2nd and 5th Divisions. The 90th Division exploited
its advance of 12 Sept. 1918, took the town of Vilcey and Bois-de-
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e and established outposes 1% Km. south of Norroy, Visibility

ed poor throughout the day and observation remained difficult
fact almost impossible, Four successful reconnaissances were

1 d, however, and three others were rendered unsuccessful,

0 becmu.eoimn and fog and the third because of combat. One
-cessful infantry contact patrol was made with the 2nd Division and
urmuccessml with the 90th Division. Four Artillery surveillance
ons and seven flights for protection were made, making a total of
es with a total service time of 32 hrs. 05 min. One combat was

yrted, in which one of our planes was forced to land within our

s, An observer of the 50th Aero Squadron while on an infantry

ct patrol, was killed by machine gun fire from the ground.

ee daylight ascensions and one night ascension were made by

he Corps Balloons with a total of 9 hrs. 26 min. Results were still
ligible. The lines had by this time so advanced that the balloons

too far back to render much assistance if weather conditions had

itted it. Congested traffic did not permit the movement of these

to advanced positions.

Organizations of the front line of the 1st Army Corps continued on

Ard day of the attack, 14 Sept. 1918, Further exploitation by the

Division advanced the line to Norroy and Villers-sous-Preny. A
ed improvement in weather conditions was noticeable through-

the day. Thirteen reconnaissance missions were carried out, two

ntry contact patrols for 90th Division attempted but failed because

motor trouble. Thirteen artillery surveillances were completed with

d results, Three successful and two unsuccessful photographic

sions were made. One hundred thirty vertical exposures were

take: prachc:a]ly all of which were good. Twenty five protection flights

‘and seven ferry flights were made, making a grand total of 66 flights

’Iﬂ.‘l 101 hrs, 25 min. service time. No combats reported. One plane of

12th Aero Squadron was lost, however, in collision with Balloon cable

‘and Observer and Pilot were both killed.

Thirteen daylight and one night ascensions were made by the

Corps Balloons with good results. The balloons were able to advance

'~ and were now able to give valuable aid to the divisions. Two adjust-

* ments were made. A total time of 37 hrs. 18 min. were spent in the air.

Balloon No. 5 was burned by an enemy plane at 9H:10. Both Ob-

servers jumped and landed safely.

~ On the following day of the operations, 15 Sept. 1918, conditions

were somewhat stabilized and sector was fairly quiet. Weather condi-

tions continued favorable. A total of 20 reconnaissances and 11 artil-

~ lery surveillance missions were completed. In as much as the lines

were now practically stationary, only one infantry contact patrol was

attempted which was for the 2nd Division and was only partially

- successful. Three photographic missions were successfully
accomplished during the day, together with two artillery adjustments.
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Three protection missions dispatched, making a total of 40 flights and
64 hrs. 32 min. service time. Three combats with no results were
reported.

During the day 7 ascensions were made by the Corps Balloons with
total tirme in air of 33 hrs. 54 min. Five artillery adjustments were
completed. Balloons 1 and 2 were attacked by enemy planes and
burned. The Observers jumped and landed safely.

The operations may now be considered as being finished. The line
of the 1st Army Corps remained practically unchanged until the 1st
Army Corps was relieved by the 4th Army Corps, which took place
on 18 Sept: 1918. The Corps Air Service continued to function, how-
ever. On the 16 Sept. 1918, fifteen reconnaissances, and five artillery
surveillance missions of the Corps Sector were carried out. No infan-
try contact patrols were desired by the divisions. Three successful
photographic missions were accomplished as well as one successful
adjustment. A total of 11 protections and testing flights were made
during the day, making a total of 35 missions with 46 hrs. 50 min.
service time. No combats or casualties were reported.

The Corps Balloons during the day made 11 ascensions with a total
time in air of 46 hrs. 57 min. Three adjustments were successfully
completed.

The St. Mihiel operation was a success. The 1st Corps reached the
objective assigned by the Army in much less than the scheduled time.
In addition the line east of the Moselle was advanced to Norroy. Al-
though for the most part the atmospheric conditions were unfavorable
for aerial observation. The Air Service had nevertheless been able to
successfully cooperate with the advancing divisions and with the
Corps, keeping them constantly informed as to the position of its front
elements and giving accurate information as to what opposition they
would meet. At no time during the entire operation did the Air Service
fail to keep the Corps sector constantly under surveillance. Roads and
towns of the enemy back area were carefully watched and suspicious in-
dications of enemy activity were immediately noted and reported. The
photographs taken were invaluable to the advancing troops and to the
General Staff directing the operation. In many instances our planes gave
invaluable aid to the advancing infantry by straffing enemy troops on
the ground, several instances occurred where our planes succeeded in
forcing entire battery personnel to abandon their posts and flee. Taken
as a whole the operation was a success for the Air Service. It stimu-
lated the confidence of the troops in the line toward the Air Service and
convinced the other branches of the Army, including the General Staff,
that the Air Service is an indispensable and much needed branch of the
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!.Empﬂ'l!.f conducted and used. The St. Mihiel operation has
uable in instructing the various branches of the Army in the
utilization, possibilities and limitations of the Aerial Arm.

—511—

ity with Memorandum G-3, 173, Headquarters 1st Divi-

ﬂuﬁnﬂmmpoﬂufupaﬂmmagammeﬁt Mihiel Salient
ring the period September 11th to September 14th inclusive is

to the attack liaison was established between the Division

arters and this Squadron, A Squadron Officer was assigned to
ision for this purpose.

work undertaken on the 11th was confined to Reconnaissance
ons, trips being made at dawn and toward evening. This

ion was reported to the Intelligence Officer at Observation

p Headquarters, 4th Army Corps and transmitted by telephone
Headquarters 4th Army Corps. It should have reached the
from that center.

the Period of Preparation just prior to the attack took place

g the hours of darkness no aeroplanes were used.

plan of employment of the Air Service . . . was carried thru
ete from H hour until darkness on September 13th. Additional
s, however, were added to this schedule. It was necessary to

itute for one of the Infantry Contact Planes, temporarily reported
g, to replace one of the Artillery Counter Attack Planes which
d and to furnish an extra Infantry Contact Plane (this plane was
it out about 2:30 and never returned). In addition an Alert plane
called upon to locate our front line about five o'clock and a late

g reconnaissance was made as far back as Metz. In all, our

s were in the air for thirty-six hours and thirty minutes on this
day and twenty-four separate missions were accomplished.

 On September 14th the schedule of the previous day was repeated
u to noon hour, from then on one Counter Attack Plane was kept
con antlymihemrandtmrdduskastmmﬁnmnnaassan:e Patrol
* was sent out. The first Infantry Contact Plane to leave the field never
returned.

 QOver these two days our Infantry Contact Plane met with some
‘success; but no work was accomplished with the artillery by the Artil-
lery Counter Attack Planes altho valuable information was at times

. obtained and messages dropped on PC's of Corps, Division and
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