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DOI U.S. Department of the Interior
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MODIS  Moderate Resolution Imaging   
Spectroradiometer 

MOU  Memorandum of Understanding

MPL  Micro Pulse Lidar 

MPLNET  Micro Pulse Lidar Network 

MPG miles per gallon

MPO  metropolitan planning organization 

MSM Multi-Scale Modeling
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MW megawatt
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MWh megawatt-hour

MY model year

N2O nitrous oxide

NACP North American Carbon Program

NAS National Academies of Science

NASA National Aeronautics and Space   
Administration

NAST National Assessment Synthesis Team

NCDC  National Clean Diesel Campaign

NCDC National Climatic Data Center

NEMS National Energy Modeling System

NEON National Ecological Observatory  
Network

NF3 nitrogen trifluoride 

NGO nongovernmental organization

NHTSA National Highway Traffic Safety   
Administration

NIDIS National Integrated Drought  
Information System

NIFA National Institute of Food and   
Agriculture

NMVOC non-methane volatile organic compound

NOAA National Oceanic and Atmospheric  
Administration

NOx oxides of nitrogen

NP  nuclear power

NPOESS  National Polar-orbiting Operational 
Environmental Satellite System

NPS  National Park Service 

NRC National Research Council 

NRCS Natural Resources Conservation Service

NSF U.S. National Science Foundation

NSTA  National Science Teachers Association

NSDL National STEM Education Distributed 
Learning

NSTC  National Science and Technology  
Council

NTI National Transit Institute

NWCC National Water and Climate Center

O3 ozone

OAP Office of Atmospheric Programs

OAS Organization of American States

OCO  Orbiting Carbon Observatory 

OCS  Outer Continental Shelf 

ODS ozone-depleting substance

OECC White House Office of Energy and  
Climate Change 

OECD Organisation for Economic  
Co-operation and Development

ONMS  Office of National Marine Sanctuaries

OPEC Organization of the Petroleum   
Exporting Countries

OPIC Overseas Private Investment Corporation

OSTP Office of Science and Technology Policy 

OSVW  ocean surface vector winds

P2C2 Paleo Perspectives on Climate Change

PAA Price-Anderson Act

PaCIS  Pacific Climate Information System 

PANGEA  Partnerships for New GEOSS  
Applications 

PARTNER Partnership for AiR Transportation  
Noise and Emissions Reduction

PES  payment for ecosystem services 

PFAN  Private Financing Advisory Network 
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PFC perfluorocarbon

PHEV  plug-in hybrid electric vehicle 

PIH plug-in hybrid

PL Public Law

PM particulate matter

POES Polar Operational Environmental  
Satellites 

PRICIP  Pacific Region Integrated Climatology 
Information Products 

PTC production tax credit 

QuickSCAT  Quick Scatterometer

R&D research and development

RAMA  Research Moored Array for African-
Asian-Australian Monsoon Analysis 
and Prediction  

RANET  Radio and Internet for the  
Communication of Hydro- 
Meteorological and Climate-Related 
Information for Development

RCMRD  Regional Center for Mapping of   
Resources for Development

RD&D research, development, and  
demonstration

REC  renewable energy credit 

REDD  reducing emissions from deforestation 
and degradation 

REDI  Renewables and Efficiency Deployment 
Initiative

REEEP Renewable Energy and Energy  
Efficiency Partnership

REPI Renewable Energy Production Incentive

RES  renewable energy standard 

RFS  renewable fuels standard 

RGGI  Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 

RISA Regional Integrated Science and   
Assessments Program 

RPS  renewable portfolio standard 

S&A synthesis and assessment 

SAFETEA-LU  Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 
Transportation Equity  Act: A Legacy 
for Users

SAPs  Synthesis and Assessment Products 

SAR Second Assessment Report 

SCAN  Soil Climate Analysis Network

S’COOL  Students’ Cloud Observations On-Line

SeaWiFS Sea-viewing Wide Field-of-view Sensor

SEN Save Energy Now 

SEP  State Energy Program 

SERVIR  Regional Visualization and Monitoring 
System 

SF6 sulfur hexafluoride

SFR  Sodium Fast Reactor 

SGCR  Subcommittee on Global Change  
Research

SHADOZ Southern Hemisphere ADditional  
OZonesondes 

SNAP  Significant New Alternatives Policy 
program 

SNOTEL  SNOpack TELemetry

SO2 sulfur dioxide

SOARS Significant Opportunities in  
Atmospheric Research and Science 

SORCE Solar Radiation and Climate  
Experiment

SOS  Science On a Sphere

STAR Science To Achieve Results

STEM science, technology, engineering,  and 
mathematics 

SUV sport utility vehicle

SWAT  Soil and Water Assessment Tool

SWiM  System-Wide Monitoring

T&D transmission and distribution

TAO Tropical–Atmosphere–Ocean 

TBtus trillion British thermal units

TFCA Tropical Forest Conservation Act

Tg teragram
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Tg CO2 Eq. teragrams of carbon dioxide equivalents 

TIGGER Transit Investment for Greenhouse Gas 
and Energy Reduction 

TIST  International Small Group and Tree 
Planting Program 

UBM Undergraduates in Biological and  
Mathematical Sciences 

UN United Nations 

UNEP United Nations Environment  
Programme

UNFCCC United Nations Framework  
Convention on Climate Change

UNIFEM United Nations Development Fund for 
Women

UNPEPP  University-National Park Energy  
Partnership Program 

USAID U.S. Agency for International  
Development

USCRN  U.S. Climate Reference Network 

US-CTC U.S. Climate Technology Cooperation

USDA U.S. Department of Agriculture

USDP  U.S. Drought Portal 

USFS U.S. Forest Service

USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

USGCRP U.S. Global Change Research Program 

USGEO  U.S. Group on Earth Observation

USGS U.S. Geological Survey

USTDA U.S. Trade and Development Agency 

VCOP  Voluntary Code of Practice for the  
Reduction of Emissions of HFC &  
PFC Fire Protection Agents 

VHTR  Very-High-Temperature Reactor 

WAP  Weatherization Assistance Program 

WCI  Western Climate Initiative 

WHIP  Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program

WMO  World Meteorological Organization

WRP Wetland Reserve Program




