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June 29, 2010 Tel (707) 482-2431 + Fax (707) 482-3415

Lawrence E. Strickling

Assistant Secretary for Communlcatlons and Informatson
Administrator, National. Telecommunlcathns and Informatlnn Admlmstratlon
U.S. Department of Gommerce g \ :

1401 Constitution: Ave NW o
Washington, D.C. 2023&0002

Dear Mr. Stnckllng, .

Re: ”Nurtharn Callfurma Dpen CGmrnunity Flher ,Netw::rk" Prajel: ID# 7299) , Endorsement

Dear Mr. Martmez

The Restghmi Rancharla Califurnia' ("Trlbe”), a federally ramgnized Indian trlbe, thanks you for
the opportunity to mmmant nn Braadbandm edhnolngv Opportunlties ngram (“BTDP") projects that
affect tribal lands, and speclflcallv those lanids or areas that are Impmrtant to- the Tribe The Tribe
recommends the Nclrthern Callfornia Open Communltv Fiber Natwork (Easvgrants ID: 7299; Applicant:
Redwood Telephone L. L C,, iject Type- ‘ : L

Del Narte County is: considered he nf Callfornia 5 must dlsadvantaged cummunltles with
poverty and unemployment rates. amung the State 5 hlghmt DESpItE this ‘Del Norte County is
increasingly becoming a critical emplovmant and health sarvices‘hub more people travel into the
County for employment on a daily basis than gave it; and its prlmarv medical facility, Sutter Coast
Hospital, services a high number of non-local residents from coastal southern Oregon, In addition, the
Triba, through its enterprises, is a major regional employer ad a significant development partner in the
community,

Del Norte County is served by a single high speed fiber line running from the north and
terminating in Crescent City approximately 19 miles south of the Oregon border. Lack of route
redundancy seriously impacts telemedicine and distance learning activity in the region and restricts the
ahility of public safety departments ta deliver guaranteed enforcement services. In addition, most of the
southern portion of Del Norte County-along U.S, Highway 101- has na broadband connectian, which
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effective isolates an Indian Health Services provider, two schools, several tourism related businesses and
approximately 1,000 residents from the rest of the County.

The tribe recommends the application by Redwood Telephone |.L.C. to provide middle and last
mile broadband services. In particular, the Tribe views as critical the ability to provide route redundancy
to our community by bridging the middle mile connaction between Crescent City and northern parts of
adjacent Humboldt County along U.5. Highway 101; and in the process providing broadhand access to
key public institutions and private enterprise along U.5, Highway 101. This approach is also consistent
with Del Norte County’s “HAS199.COM” (harbor/Airpert/Sewer/Hwy 199/ broadband} infrastructure
strategy that mandates highly robust and redundant broadhand as a key growth driver for Del Norte
County. If funded, the Tribe would be able to’ connect a number nf |ts bulldlngs and hnmes in areas that

for the provisions of distance Iearnlng servmas and prngrama ‘

an] we encuurage the review committes to visit
d rel{lundant broadhand would have on Del

Again, the T.rj'lfi‘e"ijéc'd'niiﬁehds'.‘ﬁhié.-abﬁl‘,icati?:j‘
ar community and see flrst hand the |rnpa::t that rubust a
Norte County. ‘

Sincerely,

c

Rick Dowd

Chairman

Resighini Rancheria



