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LOUI SI ANA COASTAL AREA
M SSI SSI PPl Rl VER HYDRODYNAM C AND DELTA
MANAGEMENT STUDY & ENVI RONMENTAL | MPACT
STATEMENT

Notice of Intent & Public Scoping Meetings
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The above-entitled cause cane in for a
nmeeting at the Larose Cvic Center, 307 East 5th
Street, Cutoff, Louisiana, on Tuesday, April 17,
2012, commencing at 6:30 p.m
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BEFORE:
Tl FFENY SUl RE GALLARDO
Certified Court Reporter
In and For the State of
Loui si ana
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PROCEEDI NGS
M5. LEE MUELLER:

Good evening everybody. M nane is
Lee Mueller. | work in the Public
Affairs OOfice with the Arnmy Corps of
Engi neers.

I'"d like to take this opportunity
to introduce Lafourche Parish President
Charl otte Randol ph.

PARI SH PRESI DENT RANDCOLPH

Thank you, Lee. It's good to see
peopl e out here of all walks of life
because this is going to inpact us in
so many different ways. This is the
begi nning of an exciting study that
will allowus to restore our coast in a
way that is acceptable to the
scientific community, to every
comunity invol ved.

So the opportunity needs to be one
we take advantage of and certainly
contribute to. W need to include our
comments. Kerry, if you have a coment
and anyone el se too. Please for those

who you know are not in attendance
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tonight, please alert themto the fact
that they can comrent on this, despite
the fact that they're not here, and
that any input will be wel cone.

This col l aboration is an exciting
one. One wth our state
representatives, as well as our federal
partners in this. So | welconme you
here toni ght, and hope that you'l
continue to be a part of this process.
This is very inportant to Lafourche, as
wel | as Louisiana. So thank you again
for com ng.

M5. LEE MUELLER:

Thank you. 1'd like to take this
opportunity to introduce sone team
menbers we have here with us. From
CPRA, Bren Haase, he's the Planner
Manager; M. Wes Leblanc, he's the
Program Manager; Renee Sanders, the
St udy Manager, M cael a Coner, also
Study Manager. Were's Chuck Perrodin?
He's the Public Information Director.
It looks |ike he stepped out.

And fromthe Corps, we have Bill
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Hi cks, the Project Manager, Danny
W egand, the Planner, and Nat han Dayan,
t he Environmental Branch.

As you can see, this is the third
of six public scoping neetings to get
this study started. |It's a |large-scale
| ong-term study. So your public input
IS very inportant.

Tonight, we'll start with a
presentation. First, we'll go over the
Loui si ana Coastal Area Ecosystem
Restoration Program Then the team
wi || discuss sone details regarding the
M ssi ssi ppi River Hydrodynamic & Delta
Managenent Study. And then Nat han
Dayan will go over and the National
Envi ronnental Policy Act Public Scoping
Process.

Now, we understand that our
presentation can often stir up a |ot of
questions. So for that reason, we'll
have a question and answer session
Sara McLaughlin in the back will walk
around with a mc and pl ease rai se your

hand, and she'll get to you. The team
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will do the best they can to answer any
guestions you may have.

Now, if you don't have a question
but you do have a comment, a conpl aint,
conplinent, rmaybe, we will have a
formal scoping session. This is your
opportunity to submt comrents. W
have a court reporter with us. That
coment will be considered a fornal
coment on the record. So that is your
opportunity to really submt your
public input in a formal setting.

So just to reiterate why you're
here tonight is to kick off the study
and to gather your input on the
devel opnment of the study.

So with that, I'd like to turn it
over to Renee Sanders, Study Manager
wi t h CPRA.

( PRESENTATI ON BY RENEE SANDERS)

Wl come. On behalf of the State,
we' re super excited to work in
conjunction with the Corps on the
project. As everyone nentioned, this

Is the first long-term| arge-scale
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restoration project. W're just very
excited to get started.

|"mgoing to start with an overvi ew
of the LCA Project. The LCA, which
stands for the Louisiana Coastal Area,
was a project, kind of, a coastw de
study that was finalized in |ate 2004,
begi nning of 2005. It was witten to
address both near-termissues, as well
as longer termissues.

The report identified six long-term
studies. This project wll combine two
of those studies. The nane of one of
the studies is the Hydrodynam c
Project, and the other one is the Delta
Managenent Proj ect.

The hydrodynam c portion will focus
primarily on nodeling in the river,
currents, and sedinment patterns. And
then the delta managenent side wl|
| ook at what is occurring in the basin.
So where can we use the sedinments, kind
of, identifying that happy nedium
bet ween where is the sedinment in the

river, and how do we best utilize it iIn




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

t he basin.

This project map shows the 15 near-
termstudy projects for the LCA
project, 1 through 15 are the 15 near-
term nost of which have not been
built. Two of themon the map have
been, and that's Caernarvon and Davis
Pond.

The other projects are in various

stages of conpletion. Sonme of themare
i n design phase, which includes Wite
Ditch, Blind River, the Amte
Modi fication Study, the Terrebonne
study as well. And then sone are stil
in the feasibility stage, which is
where we're evaluating the benefits and
the inpacts to the project. And sone
exanpl es of those are Myrtle G ove.
And there are two nodification
projects, one for Caernarvon and one
for Davis Pond, as well, to | ook at
maxi m zi ng the outputs for those
struct ures.

This map is the study area and

extends fromthe Muth of the Gulf of
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Mexico up to Vicksburg. The reason it
goes to Vicksburg is we have sone in-
river nodeling that extends that far to
capture sone of the conplexities around
the AOd River Control Structure.

You can see there's alittle
portion along the southwest. And
that's to capture sone of that
| ongshore drift that occurs around the
Gul f of Mexico. The map shows sone of
the structures that have been built and
sonme that are still under design or in
feasibility.

The project area is going to be
smaller. It's going to be nore
defined, and it's going to be based on
t he potential |ocations of maxim zing
that sedinment output wth what's
occurring in the river. So thisis a
| arge study area. And once we get to
the point of picking locations, it wll
be zooned in and wll be nore
concentrated, and we'll start |ooking
at soil conditions and water depth, and

that sort of thing.
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This is an overview, nore sone
qui ck facts on the project. The
proj ect was authorized in WRDA. And
WRDA stands for the Water Resources
Devel opnent Act. The project will have
an Environnental |npact Statenent, and
that's a typical output froma federal
project and that identifies the
benefits and the inpacts the projects.
It | ooks at cost and benefit anal ysis.
Sone of you rmay be famliar with sone
ot her environnental |npact Statenents
t hat have occurred. This will be what
they call a tiered off version. It
will be a subset of what happened in
the 2004 report. So it will be nore
detailed for this particular project
t han what was identified in the 2004
report.

There's a cost share agreenent that
was signed in August 2011. And it
eval uates the project or identifies,
it's list the projects is going to take
about five years to conpletion. |It's

$25.3 million. And that's a 50/50 cost
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share between the state and the federa
governnment. The 50/50 cost share is
al nost a synbolic representati on of how
we feel the study should go. That both
partners are equal in evaluation and
anal ysis of the project.

As | nentioned before, it's a
conmbi nati on of two studies together.
So t hroughout the presentation, you
wi Il hear specifics on the hydrodynam c
portion, which is the nodeling,
primarily. And then the delta
managenent, which i s where that
sedinment and nutrients is going to be
| ocated in the basin.

So the hydrodynam c portion is to
eval uate what's occurring in the
M ssi ssippi River system And sinply
put, that's to |look at quantifying how
much sedi nent and where the river
resources are avail able, sedinent
nutrients, as well as freshwater. And
t hen eval uate or develop tools to
eval uate those resources over tine, as

wel |l as spatially. And then the third
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thing when | say evaluate, to determ ne
how to best inplenent the restoration
strategies to maxim ze the use of the
avai l abl e riverine resources.

Traditionally, the river has been
managed for two functions, which is
flood risk reduction and navi gati on.
And this study is going to elevate the
i mportance of ecosystemrestoration.
Put it in nore of a level playing field
with the other services that the river
provi des.

The del ta managenent portion of
this study is going to identify and
eval uate features for a sustainable
delta coast. And the 2004 report, it
said that it would identify diversions
greater than 50,000 cfs. That's cubic
feet per second. And this study wll
eval uate all realns of possibilities,
whet her it's above or bel ow

The other thing nentioned in the
2004 report is that it would analyze
alternative navigation channel

alignnments. That's sonething that's

13
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still part of this project. W
understand that's a huge undert aki ng.
That's not a phrase that is sinply put
out there. That will require a ot of
analysis, but that's still a part of
this project.

The ot her restoration nmeasures that
we have identified could be dedi cated
dredgi ng, marsh creation, sonme barrier
i sland restoration. The study will be
heavily influenced by what's included
in the 2012 Coastal Mster Plan that
the state put together.

The three things that the Master
Plan is going to help us with for this
study is to better informthe placenent
of restoration, large-scale restoration
strategies, whether it's diversions or
mar sh creation. But where exactly do
we put this. It wll also help us
define the I evel of analysis that's
needed for construction of these |arge-
scale projects. And it will help us
provi de the information necessary for

Congressi onal authorizations for these
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proj ects.

So the final deliverable for this
del ta managenent portion is one
Envi ronnental |npact Statenment. Just
to be clear that the benefits and
I npacts will be put in one report.

Wth that, 1'd like to turn it over
t o Danny.

( PRESENTATI ON BY DANNY W EGAND)
VR. DANNY W EGAND

"M Danny Wegand. |'mwth the
Corps of Engineers. | amone of the
pl anners on this study. Cherie Price
al so works in my office, and she's
going to be leading this study al ong
with me, in case y'all run into her on
ot her studies. But she and | are both
tag-team ng these presentati ons over
the three-week period.

Simlar to Renee's thoughts, we are
very excited to initiate this study.
This is the first |large-scale long-term
study to cone out of the 2004 report,
and we're excited to get this rolling,

and we're excited to hear fromy"al

15
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toni ght on your thoughts and ideas to
present what we've thought of so far.
In the Corps' planning process,
whenever we're authorized to initiate
the study or a study, one of the first
things we need to do is, obviously,
there's sonme problens in the study area
that map that Renee showed you. So
we' ve taken a stab at some probl ens
that we think are happening in the
study area, and we will be devel opi ng
i n coordination with our project
delivery team which is made up of
people form CPRA, the Corps, as well as
ot her agenci es and ot her organi zations.
Let's step through sonme of these.
And, again, we're here to get your
feedback. So if you see sonething
m ssing, or if you see sonething
m scharacterized, |let us know W're
here to take that information and try
to build on it and add value to what we
already initiated. So chine in later.
The first problemthat we have

outlined. So | like to look at this

16
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problemis the river side. Renee
pointed this out earlier. This was two
separate studi es: the hydrodynam c
study and the delta managenent study in
the 2004 report. Those have been

conbi ned i nto one study.

The hydrodynam ¢ portion was the
river side, |ooking at the dynam cs of
the river, resources available, and
just the conplexities that we know
exist in the river.

The delta nmanagenent side is, once
those resources get into the basin,
what happens with the hydrol ogy and the
dynam cs of which can be very different
on that side fromwhat's in the river.
But these are conbi ned.

So this first problemis tackling
what's on the river side. So
Hi storically, we have probably focused
on navigation and flood risk reduction
nore than we have for ecosystem
restoration. As Renee said, we are
el evating ecosystemrestoration be on a

| evel playing field wwth the other two

17
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services. So we have identified a
probl emthat that |ack of understandi ng
and what resources are available is
sonmet hing that we need to address as we
nove forward.

Getting into the delta nmanagenent
side, this is nothing knew to many of
you. Having conversations with a few
of you back there. | know you know we
are experienci ng subsi dence and | and
|l oss at an alarmng rates. And we all
want to see sonething done about it.

So we recognize -- | don't think there
will be any contradictions to this
probl em bei ng out there.

Anot her problemthat we face on
t hat delta managenment side is that it's
a very conplex |arge dynam c system
And | know sone of you are very
famliar with that as well, the
fi shermen and ot her people, who rely on
the basin side to provide your incone
and support your life, recognize there
Is a very dynam ¢ and conpl ex system

So we are | acking in understanding of
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sonme of those things.

W have a lot of data on hand, and
there's been | ots of studies done over
the years that we will definitely | ook
to to informus as we nove forward.

But we definitely have sone data gaps
that we want to try to fill in as we
nove forward.

And then, lastly, this is sonething
that | think has gotten a lot nore
press in the recent years. But sea-

l evel rise is an issue, and it's
becom ng nore of a thought in front of
peopl e's m nds because they realize
that it's happening, and it's time to
do sonet hing about it.

So now that we've identified sonme
problens, let's start | ooking on the
bright side and | ook for sone
opportunities. W want to nove forward
and figure out how we're going to
approach those probl ens.

First thing we'd like to do with
this study is, 1'd like to think of

this as an inventory. W're going to
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do a | ot of analysis conplex nodeling
on the river side, on the bay side.

And we see this as an opportunity to
really get an inventory of data,
science, and other tools that we can
devel op and then they are going to be
devel oped and out there and pull al
this together in this first |arge-scale
effort in the coastal area.

Second opportunity is to address
that first problem | tal ked about from
the previous side. W want nore to
nore effectively manage those river
resources. And we want to do this in a
sust ai nabl e way, and we want to do it
in a way that supports the three
services that we tal ked about:
ecosystemrestoration, navigation, and
flood risk reduction. W want to get
all of those in balance and recogni zi ng
that they're all very inportant to
coastal Louisiana and figure out how to
find sone synergy between the three of
them as we nove forward.

We have an opportunity here on a

20
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| arge-scale. There are lots of smaller
scal e projects out there on the ground
al ready where we have sone reconnection
of the river to the bay side. But we
want to ook at it on a |large scale,
how we' re going to reconnect those
resources in the river, get theminto
the basin where they're needed. And
t hen make that a sustai nable system

We al so have an opportunity here to
- sustainability is kind of a key word
In these last two bullets. | think we
have an opportunity here to influence
the processes where we can create these
new | and forns and approach it in a
nore sustai nabl e way and nake sure
they're not just here five years or a
very short period. W want to identify
ways to nmake it there | ong-term and
make it nore a permanent part of the
| andscape.

And lastly, in doing that, we're
going to need to really consider the
hydrol ogy on the basin side. There's

sone things that we can do, and we

21
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recogni ze that. And it just kind of
goes W thout saying, the better the
hydrol ogy is the better your wetlands
are going to be.

So after we | ooked through or work
with the teamto devel op these probl ens
and opportunities, we canme up with a
study goal, and we hope y'all like it.
It's essentially a ot of the things |
just tal ked about kind of boiled down
to one statenent. It's getting those
resources out of the river into the bay
side and keeping themthere and
mai nt ai ni ng those three services we
tal ked about: navigation, flood risk
reduction, and ecosystemrestoration.

So how we're going to get there.
We have this grand goal. To get there,
we have come up with three objectives.
First thing is to identify those
resources and quantify what those
resources are, what the availability of
t hose resources is to us so that we can
put theminto the basins where they're

needed and then do that in conjunction

22
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wi th maintaining the services of the
navi gation and flood risk reduction
wi t hout jeopardizing those services.

Second, this study is not only
going to help this one single state.
This is going to establish a nore
programmatic framework for noving
forward with coastal restoration
Again, this is a large-scale | ook at
t he coast where, as a lot of the
previ ous studi es have been the near-
term kind of, smaller scope, a little
nore narrow in focus. But this is
going to give us an opportunity to | ook
at a systemm de approach and wat er shed
approach. And figure out how to
establish that framework making
deci si ons down the road, not just for
t he study.

And | astly, again, the word
"sust ai nabl e" seens to be a buzz word
lately. But we want to see on the
basin side, we want to see those
sedi nents and nutrients and everything

that go along with it to support

23
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heal t hy coastal areas. W want to see
those get in there. W want to see

i ncrease in elevation, and we want to
make it stay as best we can,
sustainability. So that's a key part
of this study.

We've got a lot of work to do. But
we know that a | ot of people are out
there with a lot of information, such
as yourselves. W look forward to
hearing fromyou tonight and getting
f eedback on what you've seen and giving
us feedback on things that you think
woul d hel p us as we nove forward.

Wth that, | turn it to Nathan.

( PRESENTATI ON BY NATHAN DAYAN)
MR. NATHAN DAYAN:

The main reason we're here tonight
I's the National Environnental Policy
Act. It tells us that we have to go to
the communities, get their information,
and provide that information back to
y'all and back to the decision-nmnmakers.
That's what we're here for.

VWhat we're doing, we're doing the

24
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scoping process. That's comng to you
early in the process and nmultiple tines
asking for your information, asking for
the information that's out there,
getting comunity as part of the
project. ldentify what resources out
there that we m ght not know about
because we're not experts on
everything. Y all are experts on your
comunities. Y all are experts on the
river. You know a lot. W' ve been
doing it for a while, but we don't know
everything until y'all tell us.

We're going to take all this
information, all this nodeling effort.
W're going to prepare a docunent
cal l ed an Environnental | npact
Statenment. That docunent is what's
going to tell you benefits of the
project and the inpacts, the negatives,
both. W're going to cone back, send
it out to the public, have nore
meetings. And y'all will get to inform
t he deci sion-nakers in Washington. |Is

this a good idea, is this not a good

25
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i dea, what we did right, what we didn't
do right. So this is your chance in

t he process, at the beginning of the
process to give us that information for
t his docunent.

This is probably going to be a big
shock right here. This is the schedule
we're on. This schedule is |ong
because this is a conpl ex project,
unfortunately. But we're going to keep
ya'll involved during the process. The
nodel i ng work on the M ssissippi River
Is going to take tinme. W got to go
out there and get data; so it's a long
process. But you're involved. Right
now, you see scoping, today. You're
involved. We're going to send that
draft out to the public. You're
I nvol ved again. Between there, have
coments. You're invol ved.

VWhat's the scoping process? W put
a notice in the Federal Register that
we're going to to this study. W're
inviting y'all to participate. Again,

it's for y'all to participate through

26
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this whole process. W want to know
what you have to say. You don't have
anything to say, or you do and don't
tell us, we don't know.

We're going to take this
information fromtonight's neeting and
fromthe other neetings that we're
having frominformation that you
emailed to us, send us a fax, call us.
Any information we get in, we're going
to put it in a docunent called "Scoping
Report,"” which will be sent out. In
that report, it's going to say, these
are the things of concerns by the
citizens. And this is the section of
t he docunment that that information is
going to be in so that you can go back
and check on it. At least in the
docunent now to say, you know what, |
made this coments. Yeah, they tal ked
about that information. So this is the
first step in making sure we do our
j ob.

Then we're going to have a little

guestion and answer session. Then

27
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we'll get back to the scoping process.

Thank you.

M5. LEE MUELLER:

So like I said, Sara MLaughlin in

t he back, she has a wal k-around m c.

So we have a lot of information. Any
qguestions you may have, go ahead and

rai se your hand.

We have a question up front.

(I NFORVAL Q8A SESSI ON)
MR. EDDIE ST. Pl ERRE:

It's going to take you to 2015.
That's too long. W're losing an acre
every 42 mnutes. |If that takes to
2015, | live in downtown, I'"mgoing to
be flooded. Y all need to tighten up.
Go talk to the old fisherman and the
ol d people around. They'Il tell vyou.
We need nore freshwater com ng down.
Open the deal in Bayou Lafourche and
Donal dsonville. Let that water flow.

Turn around and you want to stop
t he erosion, get the navy offered sone
ships to Gand Isle quite a few years

ago. See if they still got them Go
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put them around the barrier islands and
sink them That wll stop the erosion.
There's a lot of stuff. It seens
stupid but it works. All you got to do
is just talk to these old people, the
old fisherman. They'Il tell you what

it used to be |ike years ago. And we
never had any probl ens.

And when the rigs came in, they
started di gging canals. Because of dry
hol e, everybody goes home, left the
canal open. Shut that down. From now
on, you dig a canal, you got to fill it
back up if you don't have a well out
there. Thank you.

VR. DANNY W EGAND

Thank you for your comment. W
recogni ze that it is a long tine franme
up there, especially, given the -
sorry, I'ma little soft-spoken -
given the urgency that | knowis felt
out here in coastal comunities.

We are | ooking for ways to
stream i ne and get things through a

little quicker. | would say that a | ot
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of the up-front work on the
hydrodynam c side is, | think I touched
on this inny talk, it's not just for
this study. |It's going to inform al
ot her LCA projects that are ongoing, as
wel | as ones that may be coming up in
the future. And so we think that a | ot
of the tools that we're going to
develop in the near-termon this study,
the first part of those five years wll
hel p us make better decisions on these
ot her projects that are ongoing.
MR. EDDI E ST. PIERRE

Danos (phonetic), they were
supposed to hire us. | got a $500,
$600 radi o system at ny house that they
gave us to keep when they call us to go
pl ant rosos, grass, whatever it was
that wanted. That's never been done.
| think the noney is there. But if
that's part of the deal to help stop
the erosion, let's get it done. Let's
nove this project forward. Quit
pl ayi ng around. An acre every 42

m nutes, that's not good. That's not
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good at all.

MR BREN HAASE

My nane is Bren Haase. | work for
the CPRA. | certainly take your
comment to heart. | don't want the

I npression to be made that we're not
doi ng anything else while this is going
on. | want to enphasize that there's a
tremendous anmount of restoration
activity that's going on that's going
to be parallel with this study.

So we're not hol di ng anything up
and waiting on the study to get done
bef ore we deci de what we're going to do
in the future. There are 15 near-term
projects identified within this
program Al of those are noving in
one way or another. There's the CWPPRA
program the ClI AP program a nunber of
ot her restoration prograns that are
ongoi ng ri ght now.

So certainly your conment is taken
to heart by all of us up here. W need
to do things faster, do things better.

But | don't want there to be a
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m sunder st anding that we're waiting for
this study to acconplish anything that
we know we can acconplish now. Thank
you.
MR. BOB BOOTH

|"m Bob Booth. | live in Cutoff.
This study seens to be sonewhat of a
repeat of other studies. Couldn't the
study be shorter by incorporating sone
of the other things? And as the
gentl emen says, we're losing a |l ot of
| and quickly. FEMA is comng in and
telling us we have to build 16, maybe,
14, 12 feet in the air. Economc
devel opnment is at a standstill.

|'ve been working with our great
Pari sh President trying to put a
project together. But if ny basenent
of ny front door of ny business is
going to | ook next door, and |I'm going
to step out on Walmart's roof, how can
| do that. | got 150 acres | want to
devel op for this lady to put in an
I ndustrial park. But if | got to put
15 feet of dirt in the air for 150
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acres, | can't afford that. W're
gi ving noney to Hugo Chavez. | guess
maybe | can go borrow sone from him

But this is wong what we're
wai ting, killing the beautiful place we
live. There's a quick solution as |
mentioned to himearlier. Take a vote
for a large ship, dock it off of the
M ssissippi River. Set up what | ooks
li ke a set of popiers and collect that
sediment that's going. Dunp it off
into the back, just as it would be in
an exhaust systemfor a truck. And
that water goes into a barge. That
barge has stair steps com ng down. The
dirt stops. The water runs out the
back. | then take that barge over to
Port Fourchon that needs space to fill,
and the bottom of that barge opens up,
and | drop that sedinent. 1|'ve reduced
the dead zone in the Gulf. | haven't
affected any environnental inpacts.
|"ve built that dirt, and | recovered
that dirt that's com ng down the

M ssi ssi ppi .
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Yes, you want to do it with a
di version. But if you do a nmjor
diversion to build this area up, | want
to see what that Senator in New Ol eans
has got to say when there's not enough
water to pull up boats up to the docks
in New Ol eans. She goes stop that
proj ect, just because you can't fl oat
anything to the port. Because you
won' t have enough water if you do a
maj or di version.

So you're going to do a m nor
di version. That m ght nmean that after
a five-year study, when now 25 years in
trying to protect ourselves. Thibodaux
is going to the next - he's not going
to have any land. | won't have any
| and. Thi bodaux is going to be where
you' re docking the boats next. W need
to get together as a group and listen
to what we do down here.

She has sone great ideas. She's
wor ked hard to try to do everything for
us. But we need to conme together with

peopl e who's going to shorten studies
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and give us sone inpact.

You could take from Leeville going
across to Pointe-au-Chien, put in a
rock jetty going across with weirs.

Anot her set of rock jetties hal fway
behind it where boats can travel and
come and go. You can stop all of that.
You don't need to build up the | evee
structure any hi gher here. You have
two | evees here.

You can tell the Corp of Engi neers,
not the Corps of Engineers, but the
ot her people, FEMA, that you don't have
to build 16 feet in the air. ltaly's
doing it. They're over there with
Venice that's sinking. They put in
that structure. They put in boats and
docks and barges that |lift up and down
and cl ose when the water gets bad.

They i nvented technol ogi es avail abl e
over there, spend it here.

But what you're doing is when you
take fromus build a | evee, what 100
peopl e, 150 people that had | and. You

take our land, build a |levee. W're
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getting 2 cents a cubic yard for the
dirt that you're digging, not good.

VWal mart takes all their noney, and they
go off to Arkansas with it. [|'m paying
for the dirt at 2 cents a cubic yard as
nmy rebate. But what's happened is
Walmart is taking all the noney. No
skin in the gane.

When you said it's time to get
equal com ng across, everybody shoul d
have sone skin in the gane. Everybody
should be able to turn around and say,
my house is here, I'mgoing to help
protect it. But right now, it's only a
few Wen you take ny dirt, you take
ny land, and there's no | evee there,
that sand is protecting me. But |'m
still paying sales tax on that. [|I'm
paying tax on that |and every year.
Wen M ke cones al ong and he says,
okay, here's your taxes. | got to pay
to that land that's underwater that's
under that |evee. Nobody's giving ne a
break. Took nmy land, didn't pay for

it. And then you're going to cone back
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- the last lady that | was at over at
the VFW we tal ked about when the storm
was just right, it would cone in
towards Terrebonne Bay and Terrebonne
Parish. It would bounce off that |evee
and come back over towards our |and.
We're going to have two waters. One,
the input water; and two, the rebound
water. So they said, yeah, we're going
to come back and we're going to top off
your | evee ever higher. \ere is that
dirt comng from M gain. |It's not
fair.

It should be sone kind of crisis
wher e everybody has sonmething in the
gane. There's a lot of little things
that we can do to save our |and,
beauti ful land wth beautiful people.
But we need to cone together and not
study. | think the studies are over
there. And he worked out in the marsh.
He used to conme across and take marsh
buggies all the way from Gol den Meadow
to Pointe-au-Chien on land. It's not

t here. Because we i nvented the marsh
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buggy. Hi s daddy invented the marsh
buggy. They used to drive them over
across. Land is not there. Sonething
needs to be done. And all of us are
willing to help. W' Il join whatever
studies we have to. But we need to do
it quickly. And it's not right. Thank

you.

MR. BREN HAASE

Thank you. Awful |ot of good
coments. So thank you there. 1"l
just add that we're not starting from
scratch. Absolutely, you're right.
There's a lot that's been studied ad
nauseam People are tired of studies.
We under st and that.

But we've got a lot of good work,
particularly, on the bay side, delta
managenent, type, inpacts that we can
build off on. One thing that hasn't
been evaluated very well is what's
going on in the river between the
| evees. And a big part of this is to
eval uate that aspect of what happens

when we turn the knob, so to speak, if
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we renove a bunch of sedinent via a
pipeline to build marsh. Everybody can
get behind that. Certainly, that's
some thing we support, diversions, as
wel |, potentially and any ot her nunber
of potential alternatives on the bay

si de.

You're absolutely right. W know
an awmful | ot about data. | think we
can capitalize on the anmount of work
that's been done. But a big piece of
this has to be that river side for the
reasons you stated, navigation,
obviously. W can't conprom se
navigation. That's just not going to
happen. And flood control is the sane
way. Appreciate your comments.

M5. RENEE SANDERS?

So | have sonething to add really
quick is that the nodeling efforts
that's going on both in the river and
t he bay side are existing nodels. So |
want to nmake sure that everybody
under stands that we're buil ding upon

the information that we have, and that
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we're not starting from scratch

This effort is going to be able to
conbi ne the existing nodels together so
that we can see both what's going on in
the river and in the basin. So | hope
that al so addresses your concern that
we're not starting fromscratch. W're
bui | di ng upon existing informtion.

M5. LEE MUELLER:

Just to remnd you that this is the
question and answer session. W will
have the scopi ng comrent session where
you can submt comments for the scoping
report.

I f you have a question, this would
be a good tinme for them

MR. DARRYL PAUL WARD

Darryl Paul Ward, Garden of Eden,
plants, food, and fuel. This is the
wat er sedi nent diversion and nutrients.
A place that's building a path forward
wi th engineers, scientists, and
educated by the new world tonorrow
Coastal wetland planning and protection

IS our gateway to our second story of
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engi neers, scientists, and natural
awar eness to nore jobs and educati on of
our Louisiana coastal areas.

Human and natural |ife of our
coastal wetlands are the new future of
using plants for food and fuel of new
world to new W are to harness
freshwater diversion and marsh creation
to restore barrier islands restoration
with food and fuel plants to be a
factor.

The question is: W have to all ow
the food plants and the fuel plants to
grow to give the right to individuals
to watch over and protect this |and and
to put some comon sense into the
protection of our future. That's the
main thing that | wanted to say because
we haven't cone up wth the answers to
what the food is going to be or what
the fuel is going to be.

So I'd like to be part of that to
find out that answer as we go along to
be part of this. |I'masking for this.

| wote a letter to the Governor Bobby
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Jindal, and | wote a |letter to the
Arny Corps of Engineers and one to
Barack Obama to see if | can help
forward the food and the fuel. Thank
you very nuch.

PARI SH PRESI DENT CHARLOTTE RANDOLPH

My nane is Charlotte Randol ph. And
my question stens fromour earlier
conversation. There exists the
potential for some funding to be
provided to this area through the NRDA
process from BP, optimstically, soon.

If you begin the study, are there
aspects of the study that can be
applied to projects prior to the
conpl etion of the study? What you will
learn in this process. W don't want
to wait until the study is over in
order to conplete the projects.

But will there be aspects of this
process that we can apply to some of
the projects we have pl anned al ready?

VR. DANNY W EGAND
In short, we, kind of, tal ked a

little bit about this, especially,
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earlier. There are going to be interim
products through the process fromthis
study, especially, the hydrodynam c
side and in form ng what we are going
to be nodeling. W got all the

di fferent nodels that we're doing on
the river side | ooking at the

nutrients, the sedinent, and all the
resources available that we're going to
nodel fromthe river.

And so, yes, | do think there wl]l
be an opportunity for that information
to be available to informyou as you
nove through your process. W are
going to have an outreach conponent to
this study through the five years where
we come back to the conmunities and
share where we are. So | think that
m ght be an opportunity to share the
i nformation that we've got so far

PARI SH PRESI DENT CHARLOTTE RANDOLPH

Benchmarks? |s that what you're

t hi nki ng, some sort of benchmarks?
MR, DANNY W EGAND:

Benchmarks as in - where we're
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going to have yearly. W're planning
to have yearly updates to the public on
t he study and where we are and what
we' ve | ear ned.

MR. BREN HAASE

This is a big matzo ball, right.
So it's certainly broken up - can
everybody hear ne?

Certainly, it's broken up into
smal | er pieces. And those pieces are
the way we've designed or hope to
design this is that those pieces wll
be useful independently. So that if we
get down the road and what ever happens,
and we can't nove forward, at |east
we' ve got sone useful product that can
formthe kinds of things you're talking
about .

So the answer is yes.

MR. NATHAN DAYAN

Just so you have an exanple of one
of those. W have an LCA project,
Myrtle Grove, that's ongoing parall el
to this project. Part of the issue

with the Myrtle Gove is what I npact
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will it have on navigation. One of the
initial things that's com ng out of
this project in a nodel, one-

di mensi onal nodel, a sinple nodel of
the Mssissippi River. And that nodel
will help us determ ne on the Myrtle
Grove project what inpacts we have on
navi gati on.

So we'll be able to go to the
navi gati on industries and say, if we do
this diversion here, this is what we
expect potentially could happen. And
then as we do the other nodels, we'll
conme back and say, yeah, we're
confirm ng that information. Here's
the better information as we go.

So we are having steps through the
process to get there and get
information as it cones avail abl e.

MR. EDDI E ST. PIERRE

About two years ago - | watch the
hi story channel constantly - the Shaw
of Dubai put sone islands out in the
m ddl e of the ocean sonmewhere.

Is there any information that you
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can get fromthese guys to help y'al
wi th our problenf

They learned to divert the water
and to build land instead of |osing
land. And they built islands. They
built the whole United States, the
continent, everything, out of sand and
dredging it and used a ship that was
about 75 people on it, sucking fromthe
stern and pushing out the bow | think
that guy is unbelievable, but that's ny
t hought .

Is there anything that you can
maybe send sonmebody over there just to
learn a little bit and come back and
bring it hone?

MR. NATHAN DAYAN

Actual Iy, our engineers have | ooked
at sone of that process, the ship that
was used, the sand, the size grain that
was | ooked at. And a |ot of that
information is being used. W're a
different habitat here. W have a
di fferent geol ogi ¢ underneath us. Wat

he built with the sand there and what
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you can build with the sand here is not
t he sane.

|"ma biologist, and it's just what
| understand fromny engi neers. But we
have | ooked at that. W' ve gone to
ot her countries and | ooked at a | ot of
that. Qur Corps of Engineers do that.
They | ook at the nobst recent

literature. So they are aware of that.

MR. BREN HAASE

| would just add at it's nost
basic, we're tal king about the dredge
and fill project, which is what they
did in Dubais. And we do that here al
the time. Not that we can't |earn knew
t echni ques and new t hi ngs, but
certainly, what was done at Bayou
Dupont, | don't know if you're famliar
with that project, we dredged sand from
the river and built wetlands across the
| evee and built wetlands. W do that

routinely.

MR. EDDI E ST. PI ERRE

Maybe, it's sonething we can use to

hel p us to shorten the span of tine it
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MR.

MR.

MR.

48

takes to study this thing so we can get
It done.
BREN HAASE

Right. And that has to do with the
state of technology. And, certainly,
we don't want to m ss anything that's
sonebody' s doi ng on the other side of
the gl obe that can help us expedite
what we're doing here. | don't think
that that's the case. Certainly, we
take that into consideration

RODNEY DUFRENE:

Rodney Dufrene. |'ma conmerci al
fisherman. | fished in nost of the
Barataria Estuaries. The Davis Pond
Project, | see the inpacts it has on
Lake Sal vadore.

How come y'all don't flowit nore
than y'all flowit?

BREN HAASE

Are you sure you're not Ted
(i naudi bl e)?

There are a nunber of reasons.
guess, initially, the reasons it hasn't

flowm at that capacity or what it
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potentially could have flowed at was
sonme engi neering concerns, concerns of
the levee. Sone things that | believe
sone problens with the ponding area in
terns of keeping too nuch water within
t he pondi ng ar ea.

And then we have a Davis Pond
Advi sory Conmttee that recomends an
operational plan for Davis Pond. And
since the engi neeri ng concerns,
t hi nk, have been resol ved or begi nning
to be resolved, the diversion is
oper at ed based on the reconmmendati on of
that advisory commttee right now So
that's kind of a short answer and
perhaps a bit of a vague answer.

| will tell you that one of the
near-termstudies that's part of this
programis the nodification of
operations of Davis Pond. And we are
| ooki ng at nmeans to inprove the wetland
benefits, outputs that we're getting
fromthat structure. And generally,
t hat nmeans targeting sedinent,

I ncreasing flows, increasing the
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footprint of the diversion to try to
help with marsh health within the

Bar at ari a Basi n.

MR. RODNEY DUFRENE:

My other thing is: Al these
structures they're building on the
west bank of Jefferson Parish, we have a
protection | evee right here in South
Laf ourche. 1'm seeing nore and nore
bei ng pushed up Bayou Pugot. On a
stormevent, we're going to end up
flooding St. Charles and Lafourche
Parish fromthe east side and al so
creating drai nage probl ens.

Are y'all going to be addressing

sonme of those issues?

MR. BREN HAASE

Yeah. Certainly, we know, as
wet | ands are |l ost within the basin and
the volunme of water, the tidal prism
that's in the basin increases, that
becomes nore and nore of an issue.

It's easier for those tides to get into
t he upper basin.

So one way to address that,
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obviously, is by restoring the wetl ands
that needs to prevent that extrene
tidal fluctuation to happen. So
certainly a rebuild of those wetl ands
and mai ntai ning a sustainable, | keep
using that term but sustainabl e coast
Is a big part of addressing that issue.
MR. NATHAN DAYAN

" mnot 100 percent sure that LCA
Convey Atchafal aya Water to Western
Terrebonne Parish, | think one of the
subpl ans in that has sonme conponents to
prevent saltwater fromflow ng up the
bayou. | don't renmenber 100 percent
off the top of ny head. | haven't
| ooked at that plan. That's one of our
near-termplans that is being worked on
right now.

We're awaiting funds fromthe
federal governnment to build parts of
it. You can | ook at LCA gov. and you
can | ook up the different plans and
Convey Atchafal aya Water to Northern
Terrebonne Parish, | believe, that's

part of that plan. I'mtrying to
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remenber off the top of ny head.
Sorry.
M5. LEE MUELLER:

Any ot her questions?

Qur teamw ||l definitely stick
around after the presentation is
finished to answer any questions you
may have.

Now, we turn back to Nathan to the
scopi ng process.

( FORVAL SCOPI NG SESSI ON)
MR. NATHAN DAYAN

VWat we're going to do now is take
of ficial coments. And these can be in
the formof questions. They can be
statenents about where we need to
gat her data. They can be -- here's
sonme suggestions that make you think
actual ly.

What are the critical natural human
envi ronnmental issues that need and
shoul d be addressed in this?

Navi gati on shoul d be addressed.
Fl oodi ng shoul d be addressed. Wetl and

| oss shoul d be addressed. Whatever you
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feel needs to be in there.

VWhat are the inportant resources
that would benefit or be inpacted if we
do these actions? What are the
reasonabl e alternatives? What can you
think of that we haven't thought of, or
maybe we have and don't need it. \Wat
can we do to help coastal restoration

i n Loui si ana?

I|"mgoing to throw a fourth one up.

Is there a data source, information
that we don't know of, that can nake
our nodel go faster, that can help us
shorten this time scale. | knowit's
big one. O do you know of a coll ege
prof essor here or a local high school
teacher who's been sanpling these areas
for along tine and has information
that can help us. W want that
information. This is the tinme to give
us those coments.

W're going to sit there and take
them record them and, again, report
back to you on how we're going to

di scuss them and | ook at themin our
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proj ect.

MR, DWAYNE BOURGEQ S:

Dwayne Bourgeois. |'mthe Director
for with the North Lafourche Levee
District. The point about data source.
This may be sonmething that's probably
new. USGS is using second generation
| inear for the specific purpose to try
to track | evee systens and stuff |ike
that, basically. |It's the proof of
concept. It's already been flown in
Laf ourche Parish and all over the
| evees in Lafourche Parish. Very high
resolution linear rangi ng thing.

Maybe you don't know about it
because it's, kind of, just proof of
concept. | can give you any additiona
information on that. Thank you very

nmuch.

MR. NATHAN DAYAN

| know | heard some comments out
there when y'all were asking your
questions. That includes sone of those
alternatives that you want to throw out

there that you're | ooking at.
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MR. DARRYL PAUL WARD

Darryl Paul Ward. What are the
critical natural human and
environnmental issues? Natural and
human envi ronmental issues should be -
this should take in everybody. Like |
had nmentioned, plants, food. |If
sonething li ke that can affect all of
us. And we all have to be brought into
this to be a part of the human
envi ronnmental issues.

VWhat are the inportant resources in
the natural and human? The inportant
resources is the food and fuel that
that part of the coastal is not - it's
a whol e new worl d out there that |
think that everybody has to be a part
of in the future.

Right now, it's only the coastal
people that - it's going to be the new
wor |l d of jobs and education is what |'m
trying to say. Jobs and educati on.
Everything out there is going to be
new. You're tal king about natural

natural resources, air, wnd, water,
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geot hermal , waves, tides. All this is
energy, energy, energy.

Sone of this should be allowed to
produce sonething to make us | eaders.
We have nore natural resources in the
State of Louisiana than any ot her
country in the world. | think that we
ought to put together a natural and
human envi ronment for us to participate
together as a teamto be a inpact for
our future.

The United States needs this. W
need clean air, clean fuel, and new
j obs, and new education. | believe
this coastal is going to be the new
j obs, new education, if a leader with a
vision is allowed to participate in the
forward advancenent of all of us in
Loui siana to realize that we have al
t he natural resources.

But we have to do sonmething with
it. We can sit up here and tal k, make
a canal, make a diversion, and go throw
nutrients here and there. But you need

a leader that's going to bring
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everybody else in on it to benefit
everybody in the United States of
Anerica and make Louisiana No. 1. And
we can be No. 1. W have the natural
resources. W have the power. W have
the people. But you need sonebody to
organize it to put this together.

| understand Arnmy Cops of Engi neers
is doing alot. That's why a lot can
be done when we have scientists and
engi neers. But you need sonebody wth
common sense to work together with Arny
Corps of Engineers and the State.

And this is why | wote to these
people. This is why |I'm here today.
This is the natural and human
envi ronment of the benefits of our
natural resources for our people to
stand together with a | eader. Thank

you very much

MR. NATHAN DAYAN

Thank you for your comment. Anyone

el se?

MR KERRY ST. PE':

My nane is Kerry St. Pe'. 1'mthe
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Director of the Barataria-Terrebonne
Nat i onal Estuary Program

One of the objectives of this study
is to assess all the resources of the
river. And I'mglad to see that
finally being done, know where all the
sediment is on the bottomof the river
water colum. And | would - that
| eads ne to the dedicated dredging
conponent of the study.

| firmy believe as one of the
answers to the future of Louisiana is
to use sedinments in the river on the
bottom punp it out and to create
mar shes, ridges, barrier islands to
restore those features.

But what's kept us from doi ng that
on a large scale to this point is cost.
| think the Master Plan has $71 mllion
dedi cated to marsh creation. But the
acreage is, | think, underestimated in
t he Master Plan because of the cost
attributed to building nmarshes.

And | Dbelieve that the cost of

rebuil ding these marshes with the
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dredge pipe is based on the cost up to
now. It's the way we price, and we
cost out projects on a project by
proj ect basis. W need to be | ooking
at this on a |arge-scal e progranmatic
|l evel. We need to |ook at using the
dredge until this project runs out of
noney and keepi ng a dredge and pi pe and
infrastructure out there until we can
find anot her source of nobney and
continue using that sane
i nfrastructure, pipes, to create nore
mar shes. That way you reduce the cost
on a per cubic yard basis. That's how
you reduce the cost.

| would hope that y'all would | ook
at identifying areas where the sedi nent
| oad on the bottomis greatest and pick
those sites to build to cross over
Infrastructure to facilitate the use of
dredges and pi pes on those | ocations.
When you use up all the sedi nent on
that | ocation, perhaps, you could cone
up with a way to deposit what you're

dredgi ng on a navigation basis in the
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sane hole in the sane area where it can
be used in the future to build marshes.
| think that's all | have. Does that
make sense?
MR. NATHAN DAYAN
Yes, sir. Thank you. Do we have
any ot her conments?
MR. RODNEY DUFRENE:
Rodney Dufrene. Wth this Davis
Pond project, I1'd like to see y'al
divert nore water to the wildlife
managenent area on the east side of
Lake Sal vadore and catch all of it, not
just a section of on through
(i naudi bl e) .
MR. NATHAN DAYAN
Thank you.
M5. LEE MUELLER:
Wul d there be a way for you to
repeat that so she can hear? M
apol ogi es.
MR. RODNEY DUFRENE:
Wth the David Pond Project, |I'd
like to see y'all divert nore water

through the wldlife managenent area
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east side of Lake SAlvadore. That way,
it will catch the hole | ake, instead of
just a portion of the |ake going
straight across it. That is a big
benefit |I've seen with that project.
MR. NATHAN DAYAN

Unl ess sonmeone conmes up with
anot her conment, this is other ways to
get in touch to give us coments. W
have an emai| address dedicated to this
project. Bill Kleinis the
Envi ronnental Manager, who shoul d have
been here tonight. Unfortunately, he's
been sick. You can call himor nmail
him These are all ways you can send
comment, or your friends can send
conments, or people you hate can send
comments. We want to hear fromyou

Any ot her coments?

MR. EDDI E ST. PIERRE

Eddie St. Pierre. 1'd like to
thank y'all for com ng tonight
i nform ng us and hel ping us out. And I
hope in the future we can hel p you out

too. Thank you.
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MR. NATHAN DAYAN:

Thank you.

M5. LEE MUELLER:

So we al so have comment cards with
us here this evening, which you can
mail in if you prefer a witten
conment .

Again, as | said, this is not the
only time we're gong to cone out.

We're going to continue engaging with
you guys throughout the five-year study
process. W understand it's a |ong
tinme. So we wll continue com ng out
to you guys.

LCA.gov is a great source of
information. W have a project page
that will continually update as we go

on.

UNKNOWN PERSON:

I ncluding tonight's presentation.

MR. LEE MUELLER:

I ncl udi ng tonight's presentati on,
correct. Here's just a screenshot of
that project page. Also, you can

submt a comrent or a question via that
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little box wwth an envelope. It wll
automatically generate an email to the
project team and it will be captured.
I[f it's prior to May 4, it will be
captured in the scoping report. |If
not, the teamwll also see it and
consider it during the planning
process.

Wth that said, here's also the
contact information of all the people
that presented this evening, if you

have further questions for them

Once again, thank you very much for

joining us this evening. Your input is
very inportant and we appreciate it.

(THE PROCEEDI NGS ENDED AT 7:41 P.M)
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CERTI FI CATE

This certification is valid only for a
transcri pt acconpani ed by ny original signature
and original raised seal on this page.

That this testinony was reported by nme in
t he Stenomask nmethod (voice-witing), was
prepared and transcri bed by ne or under ny
personal direction and supervision, and is a
true and correct transcript to the best of ny
ability and understandi ng;

That | amnot related to counsel or to the
parties herein; amnot otherwi se interested in
the outcone of this matter; and ama valid
menber in good standing of the Louisiana State
Board of Exam ners of Certified Shorthand

Reporters.

TI FFENY SU RE GALLARDO
Certified Court Reporter
Li cense No. 28014
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