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H.R. 511: To Prohibit the Importation of Various Species of Constrictor Snakes 

Thursday, November 29, 2012 

Good morning, today, we will hear testimony on H.R. 511, a bill introduced by the distinguished 
gentleman from Florida, Congressman Tom Rooney to list nine species of constrictor snakes 
under the Lacey Act. 

Let me say at the outset that I compliment my colleagues from the Florida delegation for their 
tireless cOlmnitment to restoring the Florida Everglades. But I have concerns that H.R. 511 will 
end up destroying hundreds of small businesses without providing any real benefit to the 
Everglades. 

By way of background, there are several key dates in this discussion. The first was on June 23, 
2006, when the South Florida Water Management District petitioned the Fish and Wildlife 
Service to list Burmese pythons on the Lacey Act. The next important date was on January 20, 
2010, when the Secretary of the Interior proposed to administratively list nine species of 
constrictor snakes. 

Before announcing a decision, however, the State of Florida implemented a law as of July 1, 

2010, prohibiting the importation and personal possession of seven species of snakes including 
Burmese pythons. 

Finally, after an exhaustive analysis by the Fish and Wildlife Service and the U. S. Small 
Business Administration of more than 56,000 comments, the Secretary of the Interior announced 
on January 1 ih of this year that four of the nine species - including the two species that have 
established populations in the Everglades - would be treated as 'injurious wildlife.' It is now a 
violation of federal law to import and to move these four species in interstate commerce. Upon 
making the decision, Secretary Salazar noted that it was intended to "strike a balance" between 
economic and enviromnental concerns. 

We are now being asked in H.R. 511 to go far beyond the recommendations of the South Florida 
Water Management District, the State of Florida and the Fish and Wildlife Service by listing all 
nine species of constrictor snakes. 
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It is impOliant to remember that millions of Americans own and have legally acquired constrictor 
snakes. They weren't smuggled into this country. While some of these Americans are simply 

content to have a Boa constrictor as a pet, many others have created small businesses which 
breed them, feed them, provide equipment for them, sell them at pet stores, promote them at 
trade shows, provide veterinary care for them and other activities which contribute millions to 
our economy. 

According to an economic analysis undeliaken by the Georgetown Economic Services, the Boa 
constrictor, which was not listed by the Fish and Wildlife Service, "Accounts for 70 percent of 
all imports and 70 to 80 percent of all revenues generated by these nine species." The Service 

estimated that the annual decrease in economic output of these snakes ranged from $42 million 

to $86.2 million. In addition, the House Committee on Oversight held a hearing on the proposed 

listing of the nine species and concluded in their report that, "Over the first ten years, combined 
loss could be between $505 million and $1.2 billion." 

A witness at that hearing, Mr. David Barker of Texas, an intemationally recognized authority on 
constrictor snakes, stated that, "This misguided regulation will destroy an entire industry, 
comprised almost exclusively of small and micro businesses. In ShOli, if this rule goes into effect, 
it will destroy my life's work and investments for no rational reason." 

During the course of this hearing, I hope to leam why the current Florida state law and recent 
Interior Department ruling seem, in some people's minds, insufficient in addressing the 
Everglades problem. More specifically, does H.R. 511 protect current breeders, pet store owners 
and small businesses who trade these species in Louisiana, Michigan, New York and 
Washington State. 

I am pleased to recognize the distinguished ranking minority member for any statement he would 
like to make. 


