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State Dept. Trave | nformation Name Changes

As of January 2, 2008, the Department of State changed the names of certain types of trave
information that it provides for American ditizens. However, athough the names have changed,

the content, timeiness and location of thisinformation remains the same.
Hereisabrief summary of the changes:

“Conaular Information Sheets’ are now cdled “Country Spedific Informetion.”  Country
Specific Information are issued by the Department of State for every country in the world
and are updated every x months. They provide useful information including entry
requirements, how to obtain avisa, and information on crime, security, medicd fadlities,
traffic, aswdl as other important topics. We strongly encourage dl travelersto check
ther destination’s CS when planning atrip. Country Specific Information for Senegd
can befound a http://travel sate.govitravel/cis pa tw/cigcis 1013.html, and for Guinea:
Bissau at hitp://travel . date.gov/travel/cis pa tw/cig/cis 1131.html.

“Public Announcements’ have now become “Travel Alerts” Travd Alerts areissued to
disseminate information about short-term condiitions, generdly within a particular

country, that pose imminent risks to the security of U.S. citizens. Naturd disagters,
terrorigt atacks, coups, anniversaries of terrorist events, eection-rdaed demondrations
or violence, and high-profile events such asinternationa conferences or regiond sports
events are examples of conditions that might generate a Travel Alert. Because a Travel
Alert describes short-term conditions itsinformation is generdly vaid for the duration of
the Alert, normaly 90 days or less.

The“Worldwide Caution,” formerly atype of Public Announcement, will become a
separate document, updated semi-annudly. The Worldwide Caution reminds Americans
to maintain ahigh leve of vigilance and to bolster their persona security while oversees.
It contains information about ongoing security concerns, induding the continual threst of
terrorigt actions and violence againg Americans and American interests oversees. The
Worldwide Caution pays particular attention to regions of concern wherethereisa
continued threet of terrorism.  The current Worldwide Caution can be found online at
http://travel . sate.govi/travel/cis pa tw/palpa 1161.html.

The State Department aso issues “Travel Warnings,” whose name has not changed.
Travel Warnings differ from Travel Alertsin that they describe longer-term, protracted

conditions that make a country dangerous or undable. A Travel Warningisaso issued



when the U.S. Government's ability to assst American ditizens is congtrained due to the
closure of an embassy or consulate or because of a drawdown of its saff. Trave

Warnings and the Worldwide Caution are reviewed continualy and are updated every sx
months or earlier, as needed. They do not expire automaticaly.

These terms have changed because the State Department determined that the previous terms
were often ambiguous to the generd public. The new terms - Trave Alert and Country Specific

Information — more effectively describe their purpose.

Linksto the Country Specific Information for both Senegd and Guinea:-Bissau, as well as recent
warden messages and consular newdetters are avallable on the Embassy’ s Regitration and
Trave Information page at http://dakar.usembassy.gov/information for travelershtml. In
addition, worldwide travel information for American ditizensis dways avallable a

http:/travel .gate.gov.

Changesin Passport Regulationsfor Minors

Effective February 1, 2008, U.S. law will extend thetwo parent consent and persona gppearance
requirements to minors under the age of 16. Beginning that date, for American citizen children
under the age of 16 requiring a passport, both parents will need to appear a the Embassy at the
time of gpplication, together with the child. In the pagt, thiswas required only for children of

age 14 and under. Thisrule applies to both new passport applications and pasport renewds.

If only one parent is able to appear, the second parent must submit an origina notarized
satement of consent authorizing passport issuance for the child (this can be @ther an origind
notarized Form DS-3053 or an origind notarized written Satement with the same information on
asheet of paper from the non-gppearing parent) or primary evidence of ole authority to goply
for the passport. A ligt of acceptable evidence, as wdll as an explanation of the passport
goplication process for minors, can be found on our Embassy website a
http://dakar.usembassy.gov/passports/passports-for-children-under-age-14html. Please note that
dthough the information on this Ste currently gppliesto children under 14, after February 14,
these same rules will gply to dl gpplicants under age 16.

Raising the age requirement from 14 to 16 is intended to address the troubling issue of abducted
and runaway children. The change is dso conggtent with the age requirements in the Hague
Conventtion on the Civil Aspects of Internationd Child Abduction. U.S. passport application
forms are now in the process of being revised, and should be available in February 2008.

Increasein NIV and 1V Fees

Effective January 1, 2008, the gpplication fee for aU.S. nonimmigrant visa (NIV) increased from
US$100 to USH131. In addition, feesfor U.S. immigrant visas (V) dso increased from US$335
to US$H355 on that same date. The Diversity Visa(DV) Lottery surcharge and dl other visa
procedures and policiesremain unchanged.



These fee increases dlow the U.S. Department of State to recover the costs of security and other
enhancements to its norrimmigrant and immigrant visa gpplication processes. New security-
related measures have caused the cost of providing NIVsand 1Vsto rise Sgnificantly. The fees
for U.S. consular services are based on the actud codts of providing servicesto individuds.

These costs have risen since the visa gpplication fee was last increased, in 2002,

Additiond information on both U.S. nonimmigrant and immigrant visssis availableon the U.S,
Embassy Dakar website at http:/dakar.usembassy.gov.

CrimeWatch

Andderly American couplewas atacked by two men while going for an afternoon walk at

about 5:00 PM near the Clinique de laMaddeine in downtown Dakar. During the scuffle, the
couplewas dightly injured, but the woman’s purseand both of their passportswere solen. The
assallants ran off after the attack and their belongings were not recovered.

REMINDER: There's Still Timeto Register to Vatel

The U.S. presidentiad and state primary season has aready begun, but there' still timeto ensure
your voice is heard before the Genera Election on November 4, 2008! 20 primaries are
scheduled for Felruary, and the rest will take place from early March through early October. The
officd U.S. Government website for oversess absentee voting assstance is the Federd Voting
Assigtance Program (FVAP) website at http:/mww.fvap.gov. In recent years, many states have
revised their aosentee balot procedures. Some states will even email you the balot and dlow
you to mail or fax it back to them. Each dat€' srules are different, but it is now esser than ever
for overseas voters to cast thar balots back home.

Generdly, dl U.S. ditizens 18 years or older who are or will be residing outsde the United States
during an dection period are digible to vote absentee in any dection for Federd office. This
includes primary, run-off, and specid eectionsthat occur throughout the year, aswell asthe
generd eection in November. Some dates dlow oversess votersto vote in dections for state and
locd offices, and for state and locd referendums.

Vating digibility and residency requirements are determined by the various U.S. dates, and are
avalable on-line a hitp://fvap.gov/pubsiveg.html. Your "legd Sate of resdence” for voting
purposes is the state where you last resded immediately prior to departure from the United
Sates. Vating rights extend to oversess citizens even though they may no longer own property or
have other tiesto their last ate of resdence, and even if ther intent to return to that state may
be uncertain. For those who have never resded in the U.S,, Sixteen dates, to date, dlow digible
U.S. ditizensto register where a parent would be digible to vote.

To regiger to vote and/or apply for an absentee ballot, you can use the Federd Post Card
Application (FPCA). The orHine version, the OFPCA, is accepted by dl sates and territories



except American Samoa and Guam. Voters from American Samoaand Guam must use the
gandard form of the FPCA, available a the Embassy. The on-line OFPCA form must be
completed legibly, printed, Sgned, dated, and mailed to your local eection officas Your Sate
may dlow faxing to speed the process, but you will ill need to send in the origind by mal. Use
an envelope and &ffix proper postage. The officid U.S. Government website for overseas
absentee voting assstance, http:/Aww.fvap.gov, has awedlth of information about absentee
voting, induding gate-specific ingructions for completing the FPCA form, links to Sate and
locd officas, and a downloadable emergency bdlot for use by those who regigter in time but
fal to recaeive an officid bdlot. The Embassy’s Consular Section is hgppy to mail your FPCA
and absentee ballot to the U.S. for you; however, we do not have postage available. Whilethe
FPCA isapogage-pad card, many state abosentee ballots require you to pay for postage. Please
check your absentee balot envelope before forwarding your balot to the Embassy for mailing.
We cannot mail any absentee ballots to the U.S. that have insufficient postage.

Asagened rule, you should try to send in the FPCA o that it reaches your loca dection
officias at least forty-five days before the first dection in which you are digible to vote ---
ample time for them to process the request and send you a blank bdlat. If applying for bath
regigtration and an absentee bdlot, you may want to mail the FPCA earlier. One FPCA will
qudify you to recaive dl ballots for Federd offices for the next two regular Federd dections
(through 2010). However, we recommend that you submit a new FPCA in January of every
year, and whenever you move, to ensure that your most recent mailing and e-mail addresses are
on file with your locd dection officds.

Under normd circumstances, mogt states and territories begin sending balots to oversees
citizens 30-45 days before an dection. However, if you haven't received your ballot within three
weeks of your state' s ballot receipt deedline, and you are reguired to return your voted ballot by
mail, you should download, complete, Sgn, date, and send in a Federa Write-in Absentee Bdlot
(FWAB), available a hitp:/Aww.fvap.gov/pubsonlingfwab.ntml. Make sureit iswitnessed if
required by your state. If you subsequently receive your regular absentee balot, execute it and
return it regardiess of when you recaive it. Court decisons sometimes require late counting of
bellots voted by Election Day, but received by locd dection officids for a specified period of

time following Election Day.

Bean Educated Voter

Non-partisan information about candidates, their voting records, and their postions onissuesis
widdy available and essy to obtain viathe Internet. Use the links appearing on the FVAP
webgite at http:/mww.fvap.gov/links/otherlinkshtml , read your hometown newspaper on-line,
or search the Internet to locate articles and information.

The Voting Assistance Officer at the U.S. Embassy in Daker is dso dways available to answer
questions about absentee voting. To contact the Voting Assistance Officer, send an emall to
VoteDakar@gtate.gov or ConsularDakar @date.gov.




January/February Holidays

We will be dosed for the following holidays:

January 21 - Martin Luther King J.'s Birthday
February 18 - Washington's Birthday / Presdent's Day

Hoursfor American Citizen Services

We are open for routine American citizen services Monday through Thursday from 9:00 am. to
12:00 noon. When you arrive a the embassy, please show your U.S. passport or proof of
American citizenship to the guard and go directly to the Consular Receptionist window. You do
not have to wait in line with visa gpplicants.

Emergency American citizen sarvices are available during U.S. Embassy norma working hours
which are Monday through Thursday from 8:00 am. to 5:30 p.m. and Friday from 8:00 am. to
1:00 p.m. For an ater-hours emergency involving an American citizen, please cal 76-383-9566.

We are dso available by e-mail a consulardakar@state.gov.

Have You L eft Senegal or GuineaBissau?

If you have left Senegd or GuineaBissau, please email us a consulardekar@gtete.gov so we
can remove your name from the warden registration database. If you would like to remain on the
newdetter mailing lig, pleese let us know in your emall.



