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Introduction

The American Community Survey (ACS) is a part of the U.S. Census Bureau's Decennial Census Program and is
designed to provide more current demographic, social, economic, and housing estimates throughout the decade.
The ACS provides information on more than 40 topics, including education, language ability, the foreign-born,
marital status, migration and many more. Each year the survey randomly samples around 3.5 million addresses
and produces statistics that cover 1-year, 3-year, and 5-year periods for geographic areas in the United States and
Puerto Rico. The 5-year estimates are available for many distinct geographies including the nation, all 50 states,
DC, Puerto Rico, counties, places, census tracts, and block groups. For more information about the ACS, please
visit our home page at: www.census.gov/acs.

The American Community Survey Summary File (ACSSF) is a unique data product that includes all the estimates
and margins of error from the Detailed Tables and geographies that are published for the ACS. Other ACS data
products such as Subject Tables and Data Profiles are created from the Detailed Tables and are therefore not
available in the Summary File.

This supplement provides basic information for accessing the ACS 5-year Summary File through DataFerrett,
making a table, creating a map, and creating a user defined extract. DataFerrett allows users to download, view
and manipulate a wide variety of data sets. The ACS 5-year Summary File consists of aggregated data meaning that
it has already been summarized and added up. Because of this, aggregated data can’t be modified or recoded in
DataFerrett. Currently, the ACS 5-Year Summary File for 2005-2009, 2006-2010, and 2007-2011 are available.

For more information on step-by-step functionality in accessing and creating extracts of the ACS 5-year Summary
File data, see the Hands-On tutorial under the “Tutorials” link on the DataFerrett home page at
http://dataferrett.census.gov/.

NOTE: For additional information, check out “Important Features and Limitations of the Current Release of the
ACS 2007-2011 Summary File”.



https://dataferrett.census.gov/acs/acs2007-2011sf_readme.html
https://it011bcclnm.notes.census.gov/mail/blash001.nsf/0/2AD8F65AE41976398525795F0071180B/DF_NewFeatures%26BugFixes/Features%26Limitations_Archive/acs2006-2010sf_readme.html

Accessing DataFerrett for the American Community Survey 5-Year Summary File

How to access DataFerrett

1. To access the ACS Summary File data, we will be using the production version of DataFerrett. Go to url
http://dataferrett.census.gov/ and click on “Get Data ~ Run:” on the right-hand side of the page. When you
arrive at the DataFerrett icon in Figure 1, there is also a link to the New Features Update. This takes you to a
brief description of new features in Dataferrett.

DaraFerreTT

A unique data analysis and
extraction tool.
New Features Update

Figure 1: Click to enter DataFerrett

2. After clicking on the DataFerrett icon, you will arrive at the following screen (Figure 2).

"A DataFerrett
File Edit View Options Special Help

| H 7 B

7
W | Stepl: et et b | | StepL:Dabse Downiad oA b

data: (da + ta) n. A collection of facts from which conclusions may be drawn

ETE 2orratt
Email address: ||
ferret: (fer' * it) v. To uncover and to bring to light by search [V public use data only
The email address is used to send large
About TheDataWeb extracts via email, and to inform users
A collaborative network of new datasets available if desired.
of internet data bases ... Itis NOT used for any other purpose or
Download Server shared with any organization.
Adding/Publishing vour
data to TheDataWeb ...
Discussion Group Ok Cancel

Information shating
with ather users ...
Get Data Now

Figure 2: DataFerrett Login Screen

3. You must provide a valid email address to use DataFerrett. After entering your email address, click on
“Get Data Now.” You will arrive at the Step 1 screen (shown in Figure 3), where you can select your

dataset of interest.


http://dataferrett.census.gov/
http://dataferrett.census.gov/newfeatures.html

4, On the far left side of the Step 1 screen is a listing of folders, also known as the Data Tree.

Click the

“+"” symbol next to “American Community Survey.” Next, click on the “+” symbol next to “Summarized
Data” to access the ACS Summary File.
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Please clickthe instruction image for Enstruction

Figure 3: American Community Survey Folder



5. From here, select your ACS Summary File dataset of interest. For this example, click on the “+” symbol next to
“2007-2011,” then click on the “+” symbol next to “5-Year Summary File” as shown in Figure 4. Now you see a list
of tables available for the 2007-2011 ACS 5-year Summary File.

Select Dataset(s) ko search: —— {|—

=5 Search all Datasets il >
El'a Ammerican Community Survesy
Gﬂ 3-Year Estimates - Public Use Microd
Gﬂ J-tear Estimates - Puerto Rico PLM:
Gﬂ S-Year Estimates - Public Use Microd
Gﬂ S-tear Estimates - Puerto Rico PLM:
Gﬂ Public Use Micradata Sarple
Gﬂ Puerto Rico Public Use Microdata Sar
= {3 Summarized Data

=4 2007-2011

= B m S-fear Summary File

i Selectable Geographies

» BOOOOL., Unweighted Sz
» BOOOODZ, Unweighted Sz
+ BO1001. Sex by Age

Figure 4: After opening all folders under Summarized Data

Example 1 - Downloading all cells in table B11001 for Alameda County, California

There are over 900 tables available for the 2007-2011 ACS 5-year Summary File. In this example, we will be
looking at Table B11001: Household Type (Including Living Alone). A new feature of DataFerrett allows us to add
all cells of an ACS Summary File table with one mouse click as is shown in Figure 5 below.

1. Scroll down to Table B11001. When you click on the table, a box pops up with the options to select
“Description” , “View Variables”, or “Add all t90 data basket”. Click on “add all to data basket”.

Select Dataset(s) to search;

b F Y

----- # B10063, Houssholds Wikh Grandparents Llwng '-.-'-.-'|I:h Owr_l
B11001, Household Typeetiss

----- # B110014, HOUSEHOLD — Description ME

----- # EB11001E, HOUSEHOLD Wieww YWariables MNE

""" # EB11001C, HOUSEHOLD
""" # EB110010. HOUSEHOLD
""" # EB11001E, HOUSEHOLD TYPE I:INCLUDING LIVIMNG ALOME

""" # B11001F, HOUSEHOLD TYPE (INCLUDIMG LINVIMG ALOMNE

""" # B11001G, HOUSEHOLD TYPE (INCLUDIMNG LINVIMG ALONE—]

Figure 5: Select all cells in B11001 and add them as variables to the DataBasket



2. After selecting all the variables (i.e., all cells in the table), you will see the following window (Figure 8). Click “OK.”

x

| You have added 9 wariables
\“-‘fJ For wour DataBasket,

Cancel |

Figure 6: DataBasket Confirmation

3. Next, the following “Ferrett Warning” window will appear (Figure 9). Click “OK.”

Ferrett Warning - GridGroup 1 il

|
j Wou must select required wariables For this
L] dataset,

Figure 7: Ferrett Warning

4, For the ACS Summary File the “required variables” are geographic areas. Double clicking on “Needs to be
selected” in the “Required Variables” section brings up the “Ferrett Geography Codebook” window.

REQUIRED VARIABLES
Selected Topic Mame Arailability wariable Label

for vou Belectable Geographies COMPOMENT 2005-2009 - current Geographic Component
¥ Meeds to be selected ) Gelectable Geographies Geography  EO0S-2009 - current iaeographic Ikems

REGULAR VARIABLES

Topic Mame Aveailability Wariable Label
BE11001, Household Type (including Living Alone) B11001_001E 200S-2009 - current Tokal; ‘I
E11001. Household Type (including Living Alone) 11001 _00ZE 2O0S-2009 - current Family households:

E11001. Househald Type (including Living Alone) B11001_003E 200S-2009 - current Family households: Married-couple Family

E11001. Household Type {including Living Alone) B11001_004E 2005-2009 - current Family households: 11Other Farmily:

E11001, Household Type {including Living Alone) B11001_00SE 2005-2009 - current Family households: 1 1Other Family: ! 'Male householder, no wife presenl
E11001, Household Type (ncluding Living Alone) B11001 _00&E 200S-2009 -  current Family households: 1Other Family: ! Female householder, no husband |
11001, Household Type (including Living Alone) 11001 _007E 200S-2009 - current MonFamily households;

E11001, Household Type (including Living Alone) 11001 _008E 2005-2009 - current Monfamily households ; 1 Householder living alone

= e I

e

Figure 8: Screen showing the “required variables” box that needs to be selected (double-click with mouse



Note: The following imaies de

pict the New DataFerrett Geography Codebook more information on this new
feature can be found at t

e new user interface for browsing and selecting geographic variables

5. InFigure 9, select “County” from “Types of geography available” and then selects “State (FIPS Code)>County.”

Once that selection is made, click on the “Use Hierarchy” button.

"A Ferrett Geography Codebook

x|

.. Instructions:
. - Select the type geography from left list,
m Browse/Select Geographies ; i Once selecked, either double click ar select the hisrarchy and click
the "Use Hierarchy" button to navigate that hierarchy.

[Types of geography available:
United States -]
American IndianAlaska Native Area and
EBlock Group

Combined Statistical Area
(Congressional District

Hierarchies:

Gelected Geographic Areas:

Skate (FIPS Code) = County > County Subdivision (FIPS)

State (FIPS Code) = County = Census Tract

State (FIPS Code) = Current Congressional District = Congressional Districk-County part
Skate (FIPS Code) = County = Census Tract = Block Group

County Subdivision
Dirvision

Leqislative District

Metro Area

Flace

Public Use Microdata Area
Fegion

Sichool Districk Z
4 I I 4

Figure 9: Geography Codebook selection window

Search | Use Hierarchy ) Cancel I Delete Selection Clear Al | Firish |

6. After selecting the State-County hierarchy in the previous step, highlight and drag “California” from the “Select
State (FIPS Code)” list in left panel to the center panel and then click “Next Level.”

"A Ferrett Geography Codebook

Instructions:

Drag geographies to drop inko ko the right list,

Drraq final selections to the "Selected Geographic Areas” lisk,

Clicking a link. &t the top will drop directly into that level of the hierarchy.

m Select State (FIPS Code)

Home >3 State (FIPS Code) > Count

Select State (FIPS Code) State (FIPS Code)(s) to drop into.

Gelecked Geographic Areas:
select Al j Clear Al Delete Selection

California

Arizona
Arkansas

Califarnia

Colorado

Conneckicut

Dielaware

Districk of Columbia LI

Fearch:

Search I Previous Lewvel ' Mext Lewel ’ Cancel Delete Selection Clear Al Finish
h .

> 4

Figure 10: Geography Codebook Select State (FIPS Code) with State selected


http://dataferrett.census.gov/support/Chapter_2_Browse_Select_Geographies.pdf

7. Next highlight and drag “Alameda County, California” from the “Select County” list on the left panel to right
panel.

"A Ferrett Geography Codebook =

Instructions:
i i Select County

Drag geographies to drop inka ko the right list.
Home = Skate (FIPS Code) > County

Drag final selections to the "Selected Geographic Areas” list,
Select County County(s) to drop into. Gelected Geographic Areas: 1 County(s) added.

Clicking a link at the top will drop directly inta that level of the hierarchy.
Select Al County Count: 1

Clear all Delete Selection Alarneda County, California

Flease drag wanted geographies to "Selected Geographies” panel to the right.

Alpine County, California

Amadaor County, California

Butke County, California

Calaveras County, California

Colusa Counky, Califormia

Contra Costa County, California

Del Marte County, California

El Dorado County, California ;I

Gearch:

Search I Previous Lewvel | et Lewel Cancel Celete Selection Clear Al |

—

Figure 11: Geography Codebook Select County with County selected

At this point, you can click on the “Finish” button to add the geographic variable representing Alameda County, CA

to the DataBasket.




8. Now that you have all the needed geographic variables, you can move on to “Step 2:
DataBasket/Download/Make a Table.” You will notice two choices at the top of the screen:
“Download” or “Make a Table.” Click on the “Download” icon shown in Figure 16.

"A DataFerrett i ] B9

File Edit ‘Wiew Options Special Help

| @ @

=y S — Y 3
M |5tEPl:5elenDataset&\'ariahle [5tep2:natasasm;nown|uadmakemhle

Ack on Your Query:

ﬁ A e
select more variables or go on to get dal @ Delete Variable(s)
Wi Modify Yariablels)
urrent Query Yariables: Advanced Sql Option
Mame Variable Label Auvailabiliey h S F—
B11001_DO1E Takals BONS-2009 - corrent EIZpE HEnGM A A9
E11001_00ZE Family households: EO05-2009 - current add Timeseries Time
E11001_003E Family households: N Married-couple Family 2005-Z009 - current
E11001_004E Family houssholds: 1 1Other Fanily: 2005-2009 - current Merge Datasets
E11001_005E Family households; 11Other Family:1Male householder, no wife present 2005-2009 - current
E11001_006E Family househaolds: | 1Other Family:11Female householder, no husband present 2005-2009 - current Save Selected Variable(s) CodeBook
E11001_007E Monfamily households: 2005-Z009 - current P R
E11001_003E Monfarmily houssholds: | 1Househalder living alone 2005-2009 - current el
E11001_009E Monfamily househalds: "Householder not living alone 2005-2009 - current
ZOMPOMEMT ¥aeographic Component E005-2009 - current
GEOG-101 FIP5 County Code 2005-2009 - current

Figure 12: Click “Download” Icon

After clicking on “Download,” the “Download Data” window appears (Figure 15). By choosing “Download” in
Step 2, the “Download data in batch mode?” check box is automatically selected. A message will be sent to your
e-mail address when your request is completed.

Another feature (highlighted in Figure 15) allows you to include Margins of Error (MOE) in your selection, a feature new
to the latest version of the ACS 5-year Summary File. When downloading data, you have the option of saving your
download in the following formats: Tab Delimited, Space Delimited, Comma Delimited, SAS, SPSS, and STATA. For large
downloads, you have the option to compress using DOS(PKZIP) or GNU(gzip).

10



_loix

{~ Display data on the Screen

Check this box to include the margins of
Show first €% S0rows {0 100rows €0 2 . . .
error — either in a separate extract file

& Bownioad Dabs {sslecbion opbiones below i or interleaved with the estimates in the

same file.
[T Inchude!

IMargins aof Error (MOE) as: & Separake File ﬁ

File: Formmats:
™ Tab Delimited (EXCEL | &CCESS) 545 (Mersion 3.0 ar higher)
{~ Space Delimited {~ 5pos
¥ Camma Delimited "~ STATA

[T Compress using method: % Do (PEZIF) £ GMU (gzip)

¥ Dowerload data in batch mode?

et Extract |

Figure 13: Download Data Screen with Margin of Error Feature

When attempting to download data in “batch mode,” you may find that you have exceeded an extract size
threshold. The following four items explain the extract size limitations.

e No more than 74,100 geographic areas, and, if the maximum number of geographic areas is used,

then no more than 200 variables may be included in the extract.

e Extracts greater than 10 megabytes in size must be downloaded as compressed files (i.e., in a "zip"

format).

e No extract can contain more than 14,820,000 cells (the product of 200 variables and 74,100

geographic areas).

e No more than 535 variables in any single extract - this is a change from earlier versions, but the

number does not include margins of error. This means that, as long as none of the other limits are

exceeded, a user can request up to about 530 estimates in an extract. It is important to include the

geographic variables when calculating an extract with 400 estimates from different detailed tables

for all counties in the U.S. since this would be well below the limit of 14,820,000 cells.

11



If there are no issues with the extract size threshold, the message “Please Wait... Processing your Request” will
appear after clicking on “Get Extract” which will then be followed by this pop-up:

Ferrett GetData Batch Run |

jr) Your request will run i batch mode,

An ermadl message will be sent to joanne L maneliflcensus. gov when this min has completed.
The message will provide instructions for accessing the extract and downloading it to your
CoOtrputet.

It iz recomumended that you copy the following URL to checls for your extract file later if you
do not receive an email message,

hitp:/fermpb ]l dsd. census. gow 0¥ ThelataWeb  Tabulation/serviet/ TabulationBervletjoanne 1 o

Kl | ol

Figure 14: Ferrett “GetData Batch Run” Pop-up Message

After clicking “OK” check your email and you should find a message stating that your extract has been created
and is ready to be downloaded to your computer. If you do not see this message within a few minutes, check
your “Spam” or “Junk” email folder. Clicking on the URL in that message will take you to the extract page. Below
(Figure 17) is an example of what the extract page will look like.

(NOTE: A sentence is included at the bottom of this screen reminding you that you should save the “Codebook”
to your computer. This text contains descriptions and labels of the variables in your DataBasket.)

12



Extract Request for: joanne.Lmanelli@census.gov

& NOTE: Use the right mouse button on the file link(s) to "Save Target As:/ Save Link As:",which will allow you to download vour file(s) to your computer.

Extracted: 1 record(s) for 2006-2010
« Comma Delimited ASCII File for 2006-2010 joanne | manelligvi8zlowol asc

Also note, the Record Layout File is not a substitute for a codebook. To obtain a codebook which contains variable descriptions and value labels, return to DataFerrett - Step 2 DataBasket... and click the
button labeled "Save Selected Variable(s) Codsbook".

Length of time: 0.1 minutes.

Created: Nov 29, 2011 1:36:12 PM

Contact Information:
E-mail: dsd.ferrett@census.gov

DataWeb Help Desk
Toll Free: 866-437-0171

Figure 15: Extract Request Received Through Email Message

Here is what the first few data records will look like in your downloaded file:

"GEQID, ™ B11001_001E B11001 O0O0ZE B11001 003E B11001 O0OO04E B11001 OO0OSE B11001 00EE B11001_ 0O07E
05000T505001 52003& 33144s 241783 895863 Zglies 83475 188850 147345

B11001_003E SUMLEVEL ST COUNTY COMBONENT

41305 50 a 1 a

Figure 16: Data Record Download File

Below is an example of what the data records will look like after loading them into a spreadsheet
application like Excel.

GEOID, B11001_001E B11001 002E  B11001 003E B11001_0OO4E B11001_005E B11001_006E B11001_007E | B11001 O03E
05000US0R001L 320096 331446 241783 89663 26188 63475 188650 147345
B11001 009E SUMLEVEL 5T COUNTY  COMPOMNENT

41305 30 & 1 0

Figure 17: Data Record in Excel File

13




A few things to note about the output file:

1. DataFerrett treats every value as numeric. Instead of county “001” in state “06”, you

will see county 1 and state 6.

2. DataFerrett will not automatically output the label, or name, of the geographic area, i.e. “Alameda
County, CA”. To add the label/name to your output, you must select the variable “NAME” which you will
find in the list of geographic variables when you highlight “Selectable Geographies” on the left-hand side of
the page in Step 1 (right above the first table, BOO001).

3. The “Component” field refers to the geographic component which is always included

in the output file. The default value of 0 (=”00”) is pre-selected in DataFerrett. Actual geographic
components (e.g., “Rural” or “Urban”) must be selected by the user to override the default value (See
pages 37-38 more detailed information.)

Example 2 - Downloading all cells in Table B11001 for all Block Groups in Alameda
County, CA
When searching geographic areas for variables, you may want to look at block groups within a census tract. Block
groups are the lowest level of geography published in the American Community Survey. ACS 5-year estimates

at the block group level are not available in American FactFinder. They are available through the ACS
Summary File.

Begin by following Steps 1-6 in Example 1 to add Table B11001 to the DataBasket. After clicking on the geography row
labeled “Needs to be selected” (see Figure 10), we proceed as described in Figures 26-30 below.

14



1. Select “Block Group” from the “Types of geography available” and then selects “State (FIPS
Code)>County>Census Tract>Block Group.” Once that selection is made, click on the “Use Hierarchy”

button.

"A Ferrett Geography Codebook

Instructions:

. Select the bype geography From left list,
E Browse/Select Geographies Once selected, sither dauble click or select the hisrarchy and click
the "Use Hierarchy" button to navigate that hierarchy.
Types of geography available: Gelected Geographic Areas:

United States =
American Indian/alaska Mative Area and b

Combined Statistical Area
Congressional District
Caunty

County Subdivision
Division

Leqislative District

IMetro Area

Place

Public Use Microdata Area
R.eqgion

Schoal Districk it
4 I I 4

Search I Use Hierarchy |’ Cancel

Deleke Selection

Clear Al

Finish

N ———

Figure 18: Geography Codebook selection window

2. After selecting “Block Group” in the previous step, highlight and drag “Alameda County, California” from the

“Select County” list in left panel to the center panel and then clicks “Next Level.”

"A Ferrett Geography Codebook ] x|
Instructions:
Drag geographies to drop into to the right list.
E Select County Drag final selections to the "Selected Geographic Areas" list.
Clicking a link at the top will drop directly into that level of the hierarchy.
Home =3 State (FIPS Code) >> County =3 Census Tract =3 Block Group
Select County ~ |County(s) to drop into. Belected Geographic Areas:
Select Al Clear all Delete Selection
; Alameda County, California
Alpine County, California
Amador County, California
Butte County, California
Calaveras County, California
Colusa County, California
(Contra Costa County, California
Del Morte County, California
El Dorado County, California ;I
Bearch:
Search Previous Level “ MNext Level | > Cancel | Delete Selection Clear Al I Finish |
~S 7

Figure 19: Geography Codebook Select County
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3. Highlight “Select All” from “Select Census Tract” in the left panel, then drag it into the center panel and click

“Next Level.”

"A Ferrett Geography Codebook =l
Instructions:
& Drag geographies to drop into to the right list,
E Select Census Tract Drag final selections ko the "Selected Geographic Areas" list.
Clicking a link. at the top will drop directly inta that level of the hisrarchy.

Home =3 Stake (FIPS Code) == Counky == Census Track == Block Group

Select Census Tract Census Tract(s) to drop into. Belected Geographic Areas:

Clear Al Delete Selection

Census Track 4001, Alameda County, Cali (Census Tract 4001, Alameda County, California 3

Census Track 4002, Alameda County, Cali (Census Track 4002, Alameda County, California

Census Track 4003, Alameda County, Cali (Census Tract 4003, Alameda County, California

Census Track 4004, Alameda County, Cali (Census Tract 4004, Alameda County, California

Census Track 4005, Alameda County, Cali (Census Track 4005, Alameda County, California

Census Track 4006, Alameda County, Cali (Census Tract 4006, Alameda County, California

Census Track 4007, Alameda County, Cali (Census Tract 4007, Alameda County, California

Census Track 4003, Alameda County, Cali w | [Census Tract 4008, Alameda County, California

1] | » Census Tract 4009, Alameda County, California
earch: Census Track 4010, Alameda County, California
Census Tract 4011, Alameda County, California LI
Search I Previous Level | @‘ Cancel | Delete Selection | Clear Al | Finish |
Figure 20: Geography Codebook Select Census Tract —
H H “ ” u " H
4. Next highlight and drag “Select All” from the “Select Block Grouop” list on the left panel to right panel.

"A Ferrett Geography Codebook x|

=

Instructions:

Drag geographies to drop into to the right list,
Drrag final selections to the "Selected Geographic Areas" list,
Clicking a link at the top will drop directly into that level of the hierarchy.

EBlock Group 1, Census Track 4251.03, Ala
EBlock Group 2, Census Track 4251.03, Ala
Elock Group 3, Census Track 4251.03, Ala
Elock Group 1, Census Track 4251.04, Ala
Block Group 2, Census Track 4251.04, Ala
Elock Group 1, Census Track 4325.01, Ala
Elock Group 2, Census Track 4325.01, Ala

Fearch:

Block Group 3, Census Track 4325.01, Ala YI
A I I »

Block Group(s) to drop into.

Clear &l Delete Selection

Search Previous Lewvel

Flease drag wanted geographies to "Selected Geographies” panel to the right.

Mext Lewvel Cancel |

Gelected Geographic Areas: 183 Block Group(s) added.

Census Block Group Count: 183 (ﬂ
Block Group 1, Census Tract 4251.03, Alameda County,
Block Group 2, Census Tract 4251.03, Alameda Caunty, C
EBlock Group 3, Census Track 4251.03, Alameda County, C
Block Group 1, Census Tract 4251,04, Alameda County, ¢
Block Group 2, Census Tract 4251.04, Alameda County, C
EBlock Group 1, Census Tract 4325.01, Alameda County, ©
Block Group 2, Census Tract 4325,01, Alameda County, C
Block Group 3, Census Tract 4325.01, Alameda County, C
EBlock Group 1, Census Tract 4331.03, Alameda County, ©
Block Group 2, Census Tract 4331.03, Alameda County, C
EBlock Group 1, Census Tract 4377.02, Alameda County, C

-
nlnl—b eann P Caneoe Teack A777 07 Alareads Coonku

Delete Selection

] »
Clear Al rFinish
\
N—"

Figure21: After user selects Next Level to go to block groups, highlights "Select All" from left panel and drags to right panel

At this point, click on the “Finish” button to add the geographic variable representing all block groups in Alameda
County, CA to the DataBasket.

5. After you have finished selecting the block groups within Alameda County, California, follow the steps shown
in Example 1, Step 10.
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Example 3 - Download the same table and Table B05001 for all counties in California

1. Let’s assume that we have kept the DataFerrett session open while we looked at the data from
Example 1 in our spreadsheet. We determine that this is the type of data we want, but we also
discover that we need to add some data on the foreign-born population. For that data, we choose
Table BO5001: Nativity and Citizenship Status in the United States. We also decide that we want
to get the table for all counties in California.

2. To select the data cells from B05001, all we need to do is go back to the Step 1 screen on page xx and
repeat the actions shown in Example 1.

3. When we have finished these actions, we should see information for foreign born added to the list
ofthe variables in the Step 2 screen (Figure 24:

=T

File Edit Wiew Options Special Help

| @ 2 @

w |Stepl-.semumwmme Step2 : Databasket/Download/Make A Table

Ack on Your Query:
E Recode Wariable(s)
Review your variables then go back to
select more wariables or go on to get data @ Delete Variable(s)
View Maodify Yariableds)
urrent Query Wariables: Advanced Sql Option
Mame ‘fariable Label Availability . _
B11001_00LE Total: BO0S-2009 - current Gremaye Lemgieine P
E11001_00ZE Family households: Z005-2009 - currenk Al TS This
E11001_003E Family households: 11Married-couple Family Z005-2009 - currenk
E11001_004E Family households: 11Other Family: E005-2009 - currenk Merge Datasets
E11001_00SE Family households: 11Okher Family: HMale householder, no wife present E005-2009 - currenk
Ei11001_006E Family households: 110ther Family: |IFemale householder, no hushand present Z005-2009 - current Save Selected Yariable(s) CodeBook
E11001_007E Monfamily households: E005-2009 - currenk o
E11001_00SE Monfamily households: 1 Householder living alone E005-2009 - currenk Greeli iy p e Sip
E11001_00%9E Monfamily households: 'Householder not living alone E005-2009 - currenk
COMPONENT (Geographic Component 2005-2009 - currenk
GECE-101 FIPS County Code 2005-2009 - currenk
E0S001_001E Total: 2005-2009 - currenk
E0S001_00ZE 1.5, citizen, born in the United States 2005-2009 - currenk
E0S001_003E 1.5, citizen, born in Puerto Rico or U5, Island Areas 2005-2009 - currenk
E0S001_004E 1.5, citizen, born abroad of American parent(s) 2005-2009 - currenk
E0S001_00SE 1.5, citizen by naturalization 2003-2009 - currenk
E05001_006E Mot a U.S. citizen 2003-2009 - currenk

Figure 22: DataBasket With Added Variables for Foreign Born
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Now we need to change our geography selection from Alameda County to all counties in California.
To accomplish this, highlight the variables with “FIPS County Code” in the label and click on the
“View/Modify Variable(s)” button as indicated by the blue arrow below (Figure 25)

"d DataFerrett

File Edit ‘ie

v Options  Special  Help

=

m T T —— Y 5
w ‘Stepi-.semummmnu Step2 : DataBasket DownloadMake A Table

® &

Review your variables then go back ko
select more variables or go on to get data

Ack on Your Query:

Recode Yariable(s)

Delete variableds)

WiewModify Yariableds)

urrent Query Yariables:

COMPONENT
GECE-101
BOS001_001E

rzeagraphic Component
F. | =

Mame Variable Label Availability:
E11001_001E Total; 2005-2009 - current
E11001_00ZE Family households: B005-2009 - current
B11001_003E Family households: | 1Married-couple Family 2005-2009 - current
B11001_004E Family households: 11Other Farnily: 2005-2009 - current
E11001_00SE Family households: Hother family:1iMale householder, no wife present E005-2009 - current
E11001_00&E Family househalds: |1 Other Family:11Female householder, no husband present F005-2009 - current
B11001_007E Manfamily househalds: 2005-2009 - current
E11001_00SE Monfamily households: | Householder living alone E005-2009 - current
E11001_0039E Monfamily households: N Householder not: living alone B005-2009 - current
2005-2009 - current

Tokal: 2005-2009 - current
BOS001_00ZE .5, citizen, born in the United States 2005-2009 - current
BOS001_003E |J.5, citizen, barn in Pusrka Rica ar U.S. Island Areas 2005-2009 - current
BOS001_004E 1.5, citizen, born abroad of American parentis) E005-2009 - current
BOS001_00SE |J.5. citizen by naturalization 2005-2009 - current
BOSO01_006E Mat & 11,5, citizen 2005-2009 - current

Figure 23: View/Modify Variables

Advanced Sgl Option

Change Longitudinal Period

add TimeSeties Time

Merge Datasets

Save Selected Yariableds) CodeBook

Create Multi-Yariable Data Step
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5. Select “County” from the “Types of geography available”, and then select” State (FIPS Code) > County”.

Once that selection is made, click on the “Use Hierarchy” button.

"A Ferrett Geography Codebook

x
Instructions:
. Select the type geography From left lisk,
E Browse/Select Geographies COnce selected, either double click or select the hierarchy and click.
the "Use Hierarchy" butkon ko navigate that hierarchy.
Types of geography available: Hierarchies: Eelected Geographic Areas:
United States BN | State (FIPS Code
Arnerican Indianfalaska Mative Area and State (FIPS Code) = County > County Subdivision (FIPS)
Eilock Group State (FIPS Code) = County = Census Track
Combined Statistical Area State (FIPS Code) = Current Congressional District > Congressional District-County park
(Congressional District State (FIPS Code) = County > Census Track = Block Group
County
(County Subdivision
Diwvigion
Leqislative District
Metro Area
Place
Public Microdata Use Area
Region
School District it
[l | | »
Search | Use Hierarchy | Cancel | Delete Selection I Clear &l | Finish |
Figure 24: user selects County from list in left panel —
6. After selecting “County” in the previous step, highlight and drag “California” from the “Select State (FIPS
Code)” list in the left panel to the center panel and then click “Next Level.”
"A Ferrett Geography Codebook x|
Instructions:
Drag geographies to drop into to the right list.
E Select State (FIPS Code) Draq final selections ta the "Selected Geographic Areas” list.
Clicking a link at the top will drop directly into that level of the hierarchy.
Hore = State (FIPS Code) =3 Count
Select State (FIPS Code) State (FIPS Code)(s) to drop into. Belected Geographic Areas:
Celectal j Clear all Delete Selection
Alabama California
Alaska
Arizana
Arkansas
Colorado
(Connecticuk
Delaware
Districk of Columbia :I
Fearch:
Search Previous Lewvel | Mext Level | Cancel Delete Selection Clear &l | Finish |
N 4

—
Figure 25: After user highlights and drags California from list in left panel to center panel
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7. Highlight and drag “Select All” from “Select County” in the left panel to the right panel.

"A Ferrett Geography Codebook _ |
Instructions:
= Drag geographies to drop into to the right list,
m Select County Drag final selections to the "Selected Geographic Areas” list.
Clicking & link. at the top will drop directly into that level of the hierarchy.

Home >3 State (FIPS Code) =3 Count

Select County County(s) to drop into. Felected Geographic Areas: 58 County(s) added.

i S ———— o g =

st ol Alameda County, California

Alameda County, California Please drag wanted geographies ko "Selected Geographies” panel ta the right. fpine County, California

Alpine County, California Amador County, California

Amador County, California Eutte County, California

Biutte County, California Calaveras County, California

Calaveras County, California Colusa County, California

(Colusa County, California Contra Costa County, California

(Contra Costa County, California Del Morte County, California

Del Morke County, California El Darado County, California

El Dorado County, Calfornia ;I Fresno County, California

Search: Glenn County, California

: Humbold: County, California
Tromavial Coonkue Califarnis ;I

Search | Previous Level |

Mexk Level |

Cancel |

Delete Selection |

Clear al |

Finish |

Figure26: After user selects Next Level to go to counties in CA, highlights "Select All" from left panel and drags to right panel

At this point, the user can click on the “Finish” button to add the geographic variable representing all counties in

California to the DataBasket.

At this point, you have made the changes to your DataBasket that you need; the dataset can now be downloaded

as shown in Example 1.
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Example 4 - Creating a thematic map

This example will demonstrate a few basic features of the “Make A Table” icon at the top of the screen in Step 2.
We will use data cells we selected for Example 3 to create the thematic map showing the percent of foreign born
who are not citizens in California. As a result, our starting point is very similar to Figure 24 in Example 3. In
Figure27 click on the “Make a Table” icon:

=10l x]

"d DataFerrett
File Edit Yiew Options

|z @ m @

£y, "
M ‘stﬂpl:kknﬂamet&'ﬂaﬁahle [Stepl:hmhsketfhuwnlm

Special  Help

Ack on Your Query:
E Recode Yariable(s)
Review your variables then go back to
seleck more wariables or go on ko gek data @ Delete Yariablels)
i/ Modify variable(s)
urrent Query Yariables: Advanced Sq Option
MName Variable Label Availability o )
E11001_O01E [Total: 20052009 - current Gnemge e il Feiind
E11001_00ZE Family househalds: 2005-2009 - current Atk T e e
B11001_003E Family hausehalds: 1 Married-couple Family 2005-2009 - current
E11001_004E Family households: 11Other Family: E005-2009 - current Merge Datasets
B11001_005E Family households: 1 Other Family:!IMale householder, no wife present 2005-2009 - currenk
F11001_006E Farnily households: Other Family ;! 1Female householder, no husband present PO0S-2009 - current Save Selected Yariable(s) CodeBook
E11001_007E Monfamily househaolds: 2005-2009 - currenk -
E11001_003E Monfamily households:11Householder living alone 2005-2009 - current Gl iR Dem Simp
E11001_009E Monfamily households: 1 Householder nat living alone 2005-2009 - current
COMPOMENT [Geographic Component 2005-2009 - current
GECE-101 FIPS County Code 2005-2009 - current
B0S001_001E Takal: 2005-2009 - current
E0S001_00ZE 1.5, citizen, born in the United States F005-2009 - current
B0S001_003E .5, citizen, born in Puerto Rico or U.5, Island Areas 2005-2009 - currenk
BOS001_004E U.5. citizen, born abroad of American parentis) 2005-2009 - current
BOS001_00SE .5, citizen by naturalization 2005-2009 - current
EOS001_006E Mat & U5, citizen 2005-2009 - current

Figure 27: Make a Table Icon
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1. After clicking on the “Make a Table” icon, the “Ferrett Tabulation” window opens. To create a

table, click on the “x” in the upper right hand corner of the warning screen that first appears, then

select the variables that will populate the table.
The first variable will be FIPS County Code (GEOG-101), and it should be dragged to column C1.
Repeat the same actions by dragging “Total” (BO5001_001E Total) to column C2 and “Not a U.S.

citizen” (B05001_006E) Not a U.S. citizen) to column C3 to arrive at the following screen (Figure
30) Once the table is set up in the desired format, click on the “Go Get Data” button (pointed to by

e arrow in Figure 30).

BArerrett Tabu | on
File Edit For

jew  Options  Help

~=1alxi

5|

B11001_N01E Total:
*[E11001_00ZE Family hauseholds:

Cl

e

3

53

5

ot}

o7

ot}

2

cin

C1l

clz

cl

Rl

B2 & larneda County, Californda

& Ipine County, California

B4 |imador County, Califormia
[Putte County, California
[Calaveras County, Califomia
i) (Colusa County, California

B2 Contra Costa County, Califormia
RO [Del Morte County, Califormia
RI0  |Fl Dorado County, Califormia
Rll  [Fresno County, California
R1Z2  |[Glenn County, California

R13  [Huwwholdt County, California
Bl4  [Imperial County, Califormia
Bl5  |Inyo Clounty, Califorrda

Bl6  [Kem County, Califormia

R17 _ [Kings County, California

R13  [Take County, California

R19  [Lassen County, Californda
B0 [Tos Angeles County, Califormia
B2l [Madera County, Califommia
F22  |Wvlarin County, Califorria

B33 [Mariposa County, California
B24  Mendocing County, California
B35 [Merced County, Califomda
P26 |Modoc County, Califtrmia
B27  [Mone County, Califorrda

K|

|

Lot R e R e R P e R e P R RO R A PO ) R o ) PO R Y P PR S P R FOL R PR PR R PR P SR Y

Total: Mot a 5. citizen

Lot R e R e R P e R e P R RO R A PO ) R o ) PO R Y P PR S P R FOL R PR PR R PR P SR Y

E11001_003E Family households:!IMarried-coup
E11001_004E Family households: 1 1Cther Family:
Fi11001_00SE Family households: NOther Family:
Fi11001_006E Family households: NOther Familys
E:11001_007E Monfamily househalds:
F:11001_008E Monfamily households: 1 Househol
Fi11001_009E Monfamily households: ' Househol
_OMPONEMT Geographic Component

GECQG-101 FIPS County Code

E0S001_OOLE Total:

E0S001_00ZE U.5, citizen, born in the United St
E0S001_003E U.S, citizen, barm in Puerta Rica o
E0S001_004E U5, citizen, born abroad of Amer
E0S001_00SE U5, citizen by naturalization
EO0S001_005E Mok a U5, citizen

Figure 28: Make a Table Screen

il "1

Drag and drop a variable(s)
o a column or row.
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e Ferrett Ta | ation

Wiew Options  Help

=0l x|

_il GGetData | j_,|‘;11(‘:qigg| 2 il@l

NSEEE o

=

armula Bar| Jpttoo1_ooiE Total
ivok(s) can be dropped on pivak image above R1. Fi11001_00ZE Family households:
= E11001_003E Family households: Married-coup
C1 e o ¢ & G &F &8 8 G0 €Il Q2 €l k501 004E Family househalds: 10ther Farily:
Rl Total: Mot alJ.S. citizen B11001_00SE Family households: NOther Farnily:
B2 [t arneda County, California a 9 F11001_006E Family households: Other Family:
i i ot Call.f . . , F11001_007E Monfamily households:
Pz Lowity, orma ! ! E11001_003E Monfamily households: Househol
B4 |t mador County, Califormia ? ? F11001_009E Monfamily households: | 1Househal
Butte County, Califormia 7 ? COMPOMEMT Geographic Component
& : : a o 1REDG-101 FIPS County Code
[Cabwveres County, Califormia ‘ ‘ BOSO01_O0LE Takal:
BT [Colusa County, California ? ? F0S001_002E LS, citizen, born in the United St
RE Contra Costa Countyy, Califormia ? ? BOS001_003E WS, citizen, born in Puerto Rico o
ot} Del Morte County, California a 9 F0S001_004E U5, citizen, born abroad of Amer
. E0S001_00SE 1.5, citizen by nakuralization
R10  |F] Diorada County, Califomia ? ¢ F05001_006E Mok a U, 5. citizen
Bll  |Fresno County, Califirmia b ?
R1Z2  |Glenn County, California ? ?
R13  [Hurholdt County, Califomia ? ?
R14  [lmpenial County, Califormia ? ?
15 [inyo County, California 5 5 4 | 121
Rlé  [Kem County, Califomia ? ?
BE17  |Kings County, Califormia ? ?
R13  [Lake County, California ? ?
R19  [Lassen County, California ? ? :
R20  [Los Angeles Comnty, California 2 9 Drag and drop a variable(s)
B2l [lladera Comnty, California 7 ? feElelumpiorore
B22  [Wlarin County, California ? ?
P23 |Wariposa County, Claliformda ? ?
B24  [Wlendocino County, California ? ?
B25  [Wlerced County, California ? ?
B26  [Modoe County, Califomia ? ?
B27  [Wlonn County, California ? ?
1 |
Figure 29: Select “GO Get Data”
5. The following screenshot (Figure 32) displays the tabulation window after the cells are populated

with data. Next, convert the numbers in column 3 to a percent of the numbers in column 2 by clicking

where the blue arrow is pointing in Figure 32.
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Ferrett Tabulation
File Edit Format Wiew Options Help

=10l |

_:iI GO Get Data | Ll‘j_1f;1£|gjl 2 :¢|®J

|
=

]

Formula Bar

Al iDefault) valid For all Summary Levels j
I._ 1 2 L] 4 5 G 7 =) 9 10 C11 iz L

Rl Total:  MotaU.5. citizen o

B2 & lameds County, Califormia 1,457,095 216,208

R3 Klpi.ne County, Califomia 1,153 18

R4 raador County, California 38,039 94

RS [Putte County, California 217917 0.531

R [Calaveras County, California 46,548 1,07

R7 Colusa County, Califormia 21,001 4,167

RE Contra Costa County, Califormia 1,015,571 115,451

R2 [Cel Horte County, California 28,729 1,203

R0 |F]l Dorade County, Califormda 175,941 6,721

R1l  [Fresro County, Califomia 200,750 120,453

R1Z2  |Glenn County, California 27,891 2,204

R13  [Hurdboldt County, California 129,003 3,094

Bl4  [Imperial County, Califormia 160,034 31,201

B15  |Inyo County, Califormda 17,438 1,067

Rl6 _ [Kem County, California 720,953 107,749

R17_ [Kings County, California 146,696 21,454

R13  [Lake County, Califormia 64,756 2,996

19 [ assen County, Califormdia 34,428 1,284

R20 [[os fingeles County, Califorrda 9,785,295 1,957 868

B2l [Mladera County, California 144,794 22209

B22  [Mvarin County, Califomia 246,711 25,178

P23 [Mariposa County, California 17,865 373

B24  [Mendocing County, California 26,030 6,032

R25  [Mlerced County, California 242235 39,542

B26  [Mlodoc County, California 9162 430

R27 T\:Trlmn Crommtsr Califarmia 12925 1497 I

Figure 30: Convert Data to Percentage

{11001 _001E Total:
"E11001_002E Family househalds:

F11001_003E Family households: 11Married-coup
E11001_004E Family households: 11 Other Family :
Fi11001_00SE Family households: 11Okther Family :
E11001_006E Family households: 11Other Family :
Fi11001_007E Monfamily househaolds:
Fi11001_003E Monfamily households: 1Househol
11001 _009E Monfamily households: 11Househol
COMPOMENT Geographic Component
GECQG-101 FIPS County Code

EOS001_001E Total:

F0S001_002E U5, citizen, born in the United St
E0S001_003E U5, citizen, born in Puerta Rico o
F0S001_004E U5, citizen, born abroad of Amer
F0S001_00SE U5, citizen by natur alization
E0S001 _006E Mot a U5, citizen

4 | |
Universe: [(COMNPCNENT=00) Mil
Weight used: UTnweighted

DatafSetial aelerted: 2nn.':ill
<I I »

6. Finally, highlight all the data cells in column C3. Do this by clicking on the cell inR2C3, holding down
the SHIFT key, and scrolling to the last data cell in column C3 and clicking on it. The map icon at the
top of the tabulation window (little yellow picture of the U.S.) will now be active (Figure 32). Click on

the map icon and the map will appear as shown in Figure 33 below).
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R13  |[Hurholdt County, California

Bl4  [[mperal County, Califormia

R15  |Inyo County, California
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E11001_009E Monfamily households: | Househol
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Figure 31: “Make a Map” Icon is activated

25



7. The map is now displayed.

B rerrett Map | -[0f x|

File View

Not a U.S. citizen by County

0.7 -3.59 (12)
3.6-6.43 @)
6.49-9(3)
10- 12 (10)
13- 15 (14)
18- 18 (5)
19-21(5)

Source: ACS/Summarized Datas2005-2009/5-Year Summary File

Figure 32: Completed Map for Not a U.S. Citizen by County

Two things to notes about this map:

a. Inthe map window, boundary layers can be added by clicking on the “View” menu tab and
highlighting “Layers” at the bottom of the menu list. This displays the boundary choices that are
available. In this example, you can add county boundaries to see the specific demarcation of each
county.

b. Geography names are not available in the “Make a Map” option at this time.
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Whether you are planning on downloading an extract or creating a table, the latest version of the ACS 5-year
Summary File now allows the user to include Margins of Error (MOEs) as attributes of the estimates. In other
words, the MOEs are no longer displayed as variables; the relationship between the estimates and the
corresponding MOEs is maintained in DataFerrett.

Displaying Margins of Error in Make-a-Table

Because DataFerrett treats the MOEs as attributes of estimates, the behavior of user-defined tables in the
Make-a-Table window has changed.

There is no change in the way a user defines (lays out) a table. However, there are some changes to the
Options menu for this window. Here is what the Options menu looks like after a basic table has been defined
and populated with data:

Cptions — Help
. This option is off by default for the ACS Summary File data. So, Total
Autornatic Tokals ) )
columns and rows will not be automatically computed.

v fAutomatic Cross Yariable Explosion
v Create Thematic Maps
4
Ligt il 12 months below povertsy level: Incore in the past
fverage across Lime 36,211
& _umulative 44,437
This is an option for the 42 083
ACS Summary File Percent r 32,789
data.
Specify Sequence 29,444

35473
& Mo Variance

Standard Error - 68% Confidence Lewvel

Marqin af Errar - 90% Confidence Level

W'eighting [

Confidence Interval - 90% Confidence Level
Coefficient af Yariation (Ch)

Figure 33: Options Menu in “Make a Table”

If the user turns on the “Margin of Error — 90% Confidence Level” Variances option, the table will be re-
displayed with the 90% MOEs in parentheses after the estimates (in the same table cell) as shown below in
Figure 45.
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Figure 34: Table with 90% MOEs

i* 2 3 4 C
Rl Total: Incormebelow posrerty level: Income at or above poverty level:
B2 ot 01, Ilaryland 556,724 (27767 36,211 (1,694 519913 (2979
B3 bt 02, Maryland 526972 (3,985) 44,437 (2062) 422,535 (4057)
B4 et 03, Mlaryland 540,926 (3706) 42,023 (2,129) 402 243 (3.213)

ot 0, Tvlaryland 524,003 (2,566) 32,769 (1,236) 491,234 (2935
3%} ot 05, Ilaryland 558,230 (2720 20446 (1 666 538193 (424
R7 bt 08, Maryland 550,565 (2,208) 35473 (1,531 515,002 (2,421}
EZ et 07, Mlaryland 505,472 (3,120) 73,022 (2,241) 432 456 (3,835
B9 ot 0F, Ilaryland 551 996 (2,708) 33,625 (1,921) 518371 (3,258)
E10

If, while the Variances option is on, the user turns on the “Automatic Totals” option and populates a table,
The message in Figure 40 will appear if the user does not include the “Total:” cell of a table. The message
appears because DataFerrett actually calculates an approximation of the variance (MOE) under these

circumstances.

Ferrett Combining Estimates Yarning

I E You are combining estimates. Any user-defined
estitnate is WMOT an official Census Burean
estirnate.

Figure 35: Ferrett Combining Estimates Warning
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Four new features that will help ACS Summary File Users

New Feature 1: add all cells in a table to the DataBasket with one mouse click

——Select Dataset(s) to search:

4

-4 B01001
-4 B01001
-4 BO1001

-4 BO00O1, Ur

E}u S-Year Summar'z >
- Selectable (_J

|
Description

Yiew Variables
Add all to data basket

-4 BO1001L

-4 BO1001T
-4 B01001D.
-4 BO1001E.
-4 BO1001F,
-4 BO1001G,
-4 BO1001H.

T

-o- 8 RIONZ. M

Figure 36: Add all cells to DataBasket

This choice adds all cells in the
highlighted Summary File table to the
DataBasket with a single mouse click.
When the cells have been added as
variables to the DataBasket, a pop-up
message reports on the number of
cells added.
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New Feature 2: Wildcard enhances the capabilities of the Search function

The search function is located on the main screen in DataFerrett after clicking “Get Data Now” See Figure 3.

Variahle @ [ Labels W Names [~ Topics [ Question Text [ Values

p2z¥

l

& match AMYword match ALL wards Search

The asterisk (“*”) acts as a wildcard in the search, meaning that it is a
placeholder for any sequence of characters (including none at all). In
this example, the user wants to see all cells in all tables beginning
witrh “B” for subject area 22 (Food stamps/SNAP) in the ACS
Summary File data. Because of the naming conventions used for ACS
tables, the “Names” box above the search box is checked. The first
rows returned bv this search are shown below.

Varinblos |

Topic Mame

B22001. Feceipt of Food Stamps)SMAP in the Past 12 Months by Presence of People 60 Years and Ower For Households Bzz001_001E
EZz001, Receipt of Food Stamps/SMAP in the Past 12 Months by Presence of People 60 Years and Cwver for Households BZz001_00zZE
B22001. Feceipt of Food Stamps)SMAP in the Past 12 Months by Presence of People 60 Years and Ower For Households Bzz001_003E
B2z001, Receipt of Food Stamps/SMAP in the Past 12 Months by Presence of People 60 Years and Cwer for Households Bzz001_004E
EZ22001. Receipt of Food Stamps/SMAP in the Past 12 Months by Presence of People 60 Years and Cwer for Households EZ22001_00SE
B2z001, Receipt of Food Stamps/SMAP in the Past 12 Months by Presence of People 60 Years and Cwer for Households Bzz001_00:E
EZz001, Receipt of Food Stamps/SMAP in the Past 12 Months by Presence of People 60 Years and Cwver for Households BZz001_007E
Ez2002, Receipt of Food Stamps/SMAP by Presence of Children Under 18 Years by Household Type For Househalds Ezz002_001E
BZZ00Z, Receipt of Food Stamps/SMAP by Presence of Children Under 13 Years by Household Type For Households BZz00Z_00zZE
B22002. Feceipt of Food Stamps)SMAP by Presence of Children Under 18 Years by Household Twpe For Households B22002_003E
B2200Z, Receipt of Food Stamps/SMAP by Presence of Children Under 13 Years by Household Tvpe For Househaolds B2zz002Z_004E
B22002. Feceipt of Food Stamps)SMAP by Presence of Children Under 18 Years by Household Twpe For Households B22002_00SE
B2200Z, Receipt of Food Stamps/SMAP by Presence of Children Under 13 Years by Household Tvpe For Househaolds Bzz002_00:E
BZZ00Z, Receipt of Food Stamps/SMAP by Presence of Children Under 13 Years by Household Type For Households BZz002_007E
E2200Z, Receipt of Food Stamps/SMAP by Presence of Children Under 18 Years by Household Tvpe For Househaolds Ez2z002_00SE
BZZ00Z, Receipt of Food Stamps/SMAP by Presence of Children Under 13 Years by Household Type For Households BZz00Z_009E

Figure 37: Wildcard Search
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New Feature 3: variables from multi-dimensional tables displayed in indented style in Step 1 view

Currentlhy viewing: BOSO0S. Year of Entry by M ativi
ty and Citizenship Status in the Unitad States

Mame Ay ailability ‘ariable Label
BOSO0S_001E EO07-2011 - current Tokal:

BOSO0S_00ZE 2007-2011 - current| Enkered 2000 or laker:
EOS00S _00ZE 2007-2011 - current MNative

EOS00S _004E 2007-2011 - current Foreign born:

EOS00S _00SE 2007-2011 - current Maturalized 10,5, citizen
BOS005_006E 2007-2011 - current Mot a U5, citizen
BOSO0S_007E 2007-2011 - current | Entered 1990 to 1999;
EOSO0S_008E 2007-2011 - current Makive

BEOSO0S_009E 2007-2011 - current Foreign born:
EOSO0S_010E 2007-2011 - current Maturalized 1.5, citizen
BOSO0S_011E 2007-2011 - current Mok a U5, citizen
BOSO0S_012E 2007-2011 - current | Entered 1930 to 1939;
BOS00S_013E 2007-2011 - current Makive

BOS00S 014E 2007-2011 - current Foreign born:

BOSO0S 015E 2007-2011 - current Maturalized U.5, citizen
BOS00S 016E 2007-2011 - current Mot a U5, citizen
BOSO0S_017E 2007-2011 - current| Enkered before 1930;
BOSO0S 018E 2007-2011 - current MNative

BOSO0S 019E 2007-2011 - current Foreign born:

BOSO0S 020E 2007-2011 - current Maturalized L,5, citizen
BOS00S 021E 2007-2011 - current Mot a U5, citizen

The cells of a multi-dimensional table, such as this 3-
dimensional table BO5005, are displayed in a manner
that uses indentation to indicate the relationship
among the table cells. For example, variable
B05005_014E (cell 14) is a subtotal for the Foreign-
born who entered the U.S. during 1990-1999. The
two cells below, “Naturalized U.S. citizen” and Not a
U.S. citizen” (BO5005_015E, BO5005_016E) partition
the foreign-born group by citizenship status, the
final dimension of this table.

NOTE: the labels for the cells, once they are saved in
a DataBasket, are no longer indented, but are fully
qualified. For example, the label for cell
B05005_015E is shown below as it appears in the
display of all variables in the DataBasket in the Step
2 window of DataFerrett. The sequence of two
exclamation points (“!!”) in the label separates the
parts of the label coming from each of the three
dimensions of the table.

|b05|:|05_u 15E Entered 1980 to 1989:/IForeign born: | INaturalized U.5. citizen

[007-2011 - current]|

Figure 38: multi-dimensional table indentation display
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New Feature 4: adding geo-codes to a table created in the Make a Table window

B rerrett Tabulation

File Edit Format | View Options Help

_iJ 6O GetD v Tool Bar
Formula Bar v Formula Bar
Ult) AkLry Spreadsheet only
i o &G &
Ri Animation »
R2 s labara IUnderlying Data Records
B3  |&laska
R4 |Arizona Hidden Rows/Columns
RS |rkansas Yiew Geography Codes  » [EEEGNEERElTY
RA California ————oporzoo— 0%
Fully Qualified

R7  [Colorado 4,966,061

; & fone
RZ  [Connecticut 3,558,172
B9 [Delaware 890,856
RI0  |District of Colurebia. 593,955
Rl [Flonida 13,688,787
A 1 2 3 i
Rl Total Crengraphy Codes
B2 & labarma 4 747 434 4001
B3 s Jaska 700,703 4002
R4 b riToTA 6,337,373 40|04
BS & thansas 2,805 928 40105
En Zalifornia 36,969,200 40|06
243 Zolorado 4 966,081 4002
RE Cornmectiont 3,558,172 4002
E2 Dielavrare 290,556 40[10
BI0  |District of Coluahia 593,955 40]11)
Bll  [Florida 18,488,787 4012

Figure 39: Adding geo-codes to a table

After the user has clicked on the “Go Get Data”
button, the “View Geography Codes” choice is
available from the drop-down View menu. The user
can either replace the geographic names with the
codes by clicking on “Codes Only” or add the codes
by clicking on “Fully Qualified”. In the latter case,
the codes are added as a column or a row, and this is
done in a manner that does not affect any user-
defined formula for a column or row that already
exists. The image below shows the result of a user
choosing “Fully Qualified”. Note thata “|” is used to
separate components of the full geographic code.
The first component of a geographic code is always a
summary level code. In this example, the summary
level is “state” which has the code 40.
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Geography Summary Levels and Components

Geographic Summary Levels: There are 24 types of geography (aka “summary levels”) currently available down

to Block Group. Other summary levels will be added in later releases. Table 1 provides information on all

geographic summary levels available in DataFerrett. NOTE: the Zip Code Tabulation Areas (code 860) is new

this year.

Table 1: Geographic Summary Levels

Type of Type of Geographic
Geographic Area - Description
Area - Code™*

Thematic Mapping
available?*?

Components

10 United States No All
20 Regions No All
30 Divisions No All
40 States Yes (within U.S.) All
50 Counties Yes (within state No
and U.S.)
60 County Subdivisions Yes (within county No
and state)
140 Census Tracts Yes (within county No
and state)
150 Census Block Yes (within tract No
Groups and county)
160 Places Yes (within state) No
250 American Indian Yes (within U.S.) No
Area/Alaska Native
Area/Hawaiian
Home Land
310 Metropolitan Yes (within U.S.) No
Statistical
Area/Micropolitan
Statistical Area
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320 State-Metropolitan Yes (within state No
Statistical and U.S.)
Area/Micropolitan
Statistical Area

330 Combined Yes (within U.S.) No
Statistical Area

340 State-Combined Yes (within state No
Statistical Area and U.S.)

400 Urbanized Area Yes No

350 New England City Yes (within U.S.) No
and Town Area

500 Congressional Yes (within state No
Districts - 111th and U.S.)

510 Congressional Yes (within state) No
Districts - 111th -
County

610 State-State Yes (within state) No
Legislative District
(Upper Chamber)

620 State-State Yes (within state) No
Legislative District
(Lower Chamber)

795 Public Use Yes (within state No
Microdata Areas and U.S.)
(PUMAS)

860 Zip Code Tabulation Yes (within the U.S.) No
Areas (ZCTAs)

950 Elementary School Yes (within state) No
Districts

960 Secondary School Yes (within state) No
Districts

970 Unified School Yes (within state) No

Districts
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NOTES:

1. The Census Bureau publishes 5-year estimates for many types of geographic areas (aka "geographic summary levels").
Many, but not all of these types of geographic areas are available in DataFerrett. Over time, the remaining types of
geographic areas will be added to DataFerrett.

2. DataFerrett allows the user to create a map showing the distribution of values for any characteristic that can be
represented in a column of a DataFerrett table for any type of geographic area which permits mapping (i.e., "Yes" in this
column for the geographic area type).

3. Instructions for creating thematic maps in DataFerrett can be found in Chapter 14 of the User Guide, "Making a Map". (url:
http://www.thedataweb.org/support/user/chapter14.html )

Figure 42 shows the list of all geographic components available in DataFerrett. Components are attributes of
Census geography summary levels. For example, a user can limit the universe to the urban parts of a state by

selecting the “01” component.

The “00” component is the default value, representing all of the geographic area(s) initially selected (Figure
42). You can add another component by clicking on the check box to the left of it and then clicking OK.
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"A Ferrett Browse ¥ariable

E Browse/Select Variables & Values

Wour highlighted variables:

amponent

[T select ALL variables

Cancel

¥ Select ACS COMPOMENT Geoqgraphic Component

American Community Survey 3-Year 2006-2008 Surmmary File Geography variable COMPORNENT

[+ 000 All (Defaulk) Yalid For &l Summary Levels

[ 01y Urban Yalid Summary Levels: Mation, Regions, Divisions, States

[T 432 Rural Yalid Surmmary Lesvels: Mation, Regions, Divisions, Stakes

[T &% American Indian Reservation and Trust Land-Federal Walid Summary Levels: National Cnly
[ 90} American Indian Reservation and Trust Land-Skake Valid Summary Levels: Mational Only
[ 91y ©klahoma Tribal Skatistical Area Yalid Summary Levels: Mational Cnly

[ 923 Tribal Designaked Skatiskical Area Yalid Summary Levels: Mational Snly

[T 931 Alaska Mative Village Statistical Area Valid Summary Levels: Mational Only

[ 943 State Designaked Tribal Skatiskical Area (Formerly S0AISA) Valid Summary Levels: Mational Cnly
[T 953 Hawaiian Home Land Valid Summary Levels: Mational Cnly

[ a0) In Metropolitan or Micropolican Skakiskical Area Yalid: Makion, Regions, Divisions, Stakes

[~ CO0) In Metropoliban Skatiskical Area Yalid: Mation, Regions, Divisions, States

[ €13 In Metropolitan Skakistical Area-In Principal Ciky Walid: Mation, Regions, Divisions, States
Additional Metadata Tags here

b lle L]

Des}nilrect
all values
Tn=sort
Fanges=

Figure 40: ACS COMPONENT Geographic Component
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Tips for Using DataFerrett to Access the ACS 5-Year Summary File

Before you access DataFerrett:

1. Please review the documentation on the detailed tables in the 2007-2011 5-Year ACS Summary
File in Appendix E of the technical documentation for the summary file located at
http://www2.census.gov/acs2011 5yr/summaryfile/. This link contains the technical
documentation in ACS 2007 2011 SF Tech Doc.pdf. The appendixis a spreadsheet
containing valuable information about the detailed tables and the geographic areas for which
each table is published. This is particularly important for users who want to create an extract
containing data at the block group level, since only 338 of these tables exist at that level.

2. The "Derived Measure" tables (medians, ratios, aggregates, etc.) may have special values for
certain cases in which no real estimate can be computed. These are the so-called "jam values"
and are covered in Appendix C, section 3 of the technical documentation for the Summary File
(see the link referenced in item 1 above).

3. All estimates are stored in DataFerrett as numeric values with these exceptions:

"null" is used when there is no estimate and the output is in comma-delimited or tab-
delimited format.

Period ( "." ) value is used for extracts in the SAS data format when there is no estimate.
When using DataFerrett to access the 5-Year ACS Summary File:

1. Itisveryimportant that you accept the security certificate that is displayed when accessing
DataFerrett for the first time. Only then will all the features of DataFerrett related to saving files
be available to you.

2. ltis very important that you provide your correct email address to DataFerrett. All requests for
data extracts from the ACS Summary File are run in a queued, non-interactive mode, and an
email message is sent to the user when the extract is done and ready to be downloaded.

3. DataFerrett allows you to create very large extracts from the summary file data, but it is not
designed to enable a user to download the entire summary file. Keep these restrictions in mind
when specifying a data extract for downloading:

a. The absolute limit of the number of variables that can be in your data basket when you
request an extract is 535.
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b. The absolute limit for the number of geographic areas that can be included in a single
extract is 74,100. This number is slightly more than the total number of 2010 Census
tracts in the U.S.

c. Ifyoudo select 74,100 geographic areas, you must keep the total number of variables in
your extract at or below 200.

d. Using limitations b. and c., the largest number of cells allowed in a single extract is 200 X
74,100 or 14,820,000 cells.

e. If an extract exceeds 10 Megabytes in size but is below the other limits described above,
you will be required to download the extract as a compressed file. If you check "PKZIP"
as the type of compression, then you can use an application, such as WinZip, to
uncompress the file once it is downloaded to your computer.

If you use the "Make a Table" feature of DataFerrett to look at all or some of the variables in
your DataBasket, keep in mind that the default display is whole numbers for all numeric values
in the Make-a-Table tabulation window. If a data column is defined to have accuracy at a
decimal level, such as tenths, you must highlight the column, click on the Format drop-down
menu, click on "Decimal”, and choose the accuracy level needed. The display will be updated
with the correct accuracy once you have done this.

Example 4 in this document contains instructions on how to use the “Make a Table” feature of
DataFerrett. If you are not familiar with this feature, it is highly recommended that you read
these instructions before trying create a table in DataFerrett.

All extracts of the summary file data include the GEOID variable as the main geographic
identifier for each record. For those users not familiar with this variable, see section 2.6 of
the technical documentation in ACs 2007 2011 SF Tech Doc.pdf.

It can happen that a user action in DataFerrett will force the display of a message in html format
using the user’s web browser. To return to the DataFerrett application, the user can find it on

the task bar and click on it. In most cases, the icon will look like this: E
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