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Preface

The Federal Committee on Statistical Methodology (FCSM) was organized by the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) in 1975 to investigate issues of data quality affecting Federal
statistics. Members of the committee, selected by OMB on the basis of their individual expertise
and interest in statistical methods, serve in a personal capacity rather than as agency
representatives. The committee conducts its work through subcommittees that are organized to
study particular issues. Statistical Policy Working Papers are prepared by the subcommittee
members and are reviewed and approved by FCSM members.

The Confidentiality and Data Access Committee (CDAC) is a special interest subcommittee of
the FCSM that was formed in 1995 as a result of recommendations contained in the original
Statistical Policy Working Paper 22. The committee consists primarily of statisticians working
in federal agencies who are involved with issues relating to protecting data confidentiality, and
providing selective and controlled access to confidential data. CDAC provides a unique forum
for discussing these issues and sharing information and research ideas among the federal
agencies. CDAC’s website may be accessed at http://www.fcsm.gov/committees/cdac. The 2005
revision to Statistical Policy Working Paper 22 is the second version of the 1994 work by the
Subcommittee on Disclosure Limitation and Methodology. The Subcommittee on Disclosure
Limitation Methodology was formed in 1992 to describe and evaluate existing disclosure
limitation methods for tabular and microdata files and to update previous work presented in
Statistical Policy Working Paper 2, “Report on Statistical Disclosure and Disclosure-Avoidance
Techniques” published in 1978. See Cover and Introductory Material in the 1994 version of
Statistical Policy Working Paper 22 for a discussion of the Subcommittee on Disclosure
Limitation Methodology.

The Report on Statistical Disclosure Limitation Methodology, Statistical Policy Working Paper
22, discusses both tables and microdata and describes current practices of the principal Federal
statistical agencies. The original report includes a tutorial, guidelines, and recommendations for
good practice; recommendations for further research; and an annotated bibliography. In 2004,
the Confidentiality and Data Access Committee (CDAC) revised Statistical Policy Working
Paper 22 to include research and new methodologies that were developed over the past ten years,
and to reflect current agency practices. The annotated bibliography was partially updated. The
CDAC members who worked on the revision:

Jacob Bournazian, Energy Information Administration
Nancy Kirkendall, Energy Information Administration
Steve Cohen, Bureau of Labor Statistics

Philip Steel, Bureau of Census

Alvan O. Zarate, National Center for Health Statistics
Arnold Reznek, Bureau of Census

Paul Massell, Bureau of Census
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